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THE Swatantra Party is in the dol-
drums. A simmering revolt within
the party has compelled the leader-
ship to pos‘pone its all-India confer-
ence scheduled for June 1 and 2 at
Bhubaneswar. Instead, meetings of
the National Executive, the Central
Parliamentary Board and the Gene-
ral Council have been called at Mad-
ras in the first week of June. The
elation and enthusiasm resulting
from the phenomenal successes that
the party achieved in the fourth
General Election are gone, and in
their place have set in serious, appre-
hensions about its future. The
party’s defeat in the Rajasthan by-
elections and the debacle of the
party in the Haryana mid-term poll
have started & process -of anxious
heart-searching and re-thinking both
on the political and organisational
levels. Dangerous cracks have ap-
peared in the organisation and lirge
chunks in wvarious units, particularly
in Gujarat and Rajasthan, are threa-

tening to break away. Discipline is

at a low ebb, constraining the ex-
CGeneral Secretary M. R. Masani to
submit his resignation from his posi-
tions in the. National Executive and
the Parliamentary Board.

The immediate problem has been
created by open' defiance of 35 party
legislators in Gujarat as a result of
which the party’s candidate for Ra-
jya Sabha, Babubhai Vaidya, got de-
feated. The rebels are not even
penitent. They assert that the can-
didate was not even .a member of
the party and had been thrust on
them against their wishes. The state
party had been even earlier com-
plaining of the unwarranted interfe-
rence in-i's affairs by the central
leaders particularly by Masani. In
the interests of the growth of the
party in Gujarat they wanted a fre=
hand. A senior State Swatantra
leader, Bhailalbhai Patel went to
the extent of accusing Masani of be-
ing anti-Gujarat and threatened that
if the latter did not change, he

| would not be given any help to get
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“of it

v

Ire-elected from his Gujarat consti
- tu-
cy. The defeat m-{rﬁaya was «
ifestation of this anti-Masani
eeling. The accusation against him
reinforced by reference to his atti-
tude on the Kutch and Narmada
issues. The Cujarat party feels that
it has been stopped from joining agi-
tations on these questions under 1
advice of Masani,

Masani, on the other hand, feels
that whatever i's background, a deci-
sion once taken must be respected
and that its violation is “tantamount
to a grave breach of discipline call-
ing for severe action.” If indiscip-
line is condoned, he feels, the party
will go to pieces. His view, how-

fever, was not shared by a majority
in the last meeting of the Execu-
tive. Chairman Ranga and General
Secretary Dandekar were not in fa-
vour of making a serious issue out
The general opinion was. in
favour of closing the affair with a
token punishment for the ring-lead-
ers of the revolt. Masani is ada-
mant and has pressed his resignation
in the interests of cleaning up the
party. - He has openly e:Epressed his
preference for quality against quan-
ity \

The issue that Masani has brought
to the forefront is not confined to
Gujarat alone. It has an all-India
bearing. Linked with it are a num-
ber of other questions that the Swa-
tantra Party will have to resolve if
it is to survive. Indiscipline in the
party has been the result of unre-
solved contradictions between the
state units and the centre, and bst-
ween the various interests that
strive to make the party primarily
an instrument for promoting their

cause.

The centre-State conflict was res-
ponsible for the exit of the th:i.l‘
unit before General Elections. It is
now the cause of the crisis in Guja-

rat.
The Swatantra Party was conceiv-
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N'-DS u.bruh' on  the

trends that had in
gress under the gwm'n ip o?'um%
It was intended to be more of an

‘deological pressure group than an
rling party.  As

socialistic

ultr}mntive to the
such the leaders who
party were interested Ili;.::ﬁ ;:
ting into the Parkiament effective de.
Ii::m_::n.rs and lobbyists than in deve.
PINE & grass-roots
The local wﬁls, to remm
eftective, got involved in local
blems and. in, the process of demo-
cratisation, tended to adopt political
postures which did not always fit in
with the ideology of the party. The
clever leaders of the Swatantra Party
had seen this happening in other
parties. In their view, it weakened
the ideological content of a group
of party and thus rendered the lobby
less effective. So they ttied to keep
the top unencumbered by the roous.
As o result the local units remained
neglected and developed a resentful
feeling that they were being used as
mere pawns in the e. The local
party’s lead nnw%:; they have a
stake in local politics. Wherever a
unit becomes strong either due to
local circumstances or due to the
pull and popularity of its leaders, it
tends to assert itself leading to con-
flict with the central party.

This conflict has +nother aspect
too. The State units are dominated
by the agriculturist ' class, mostly
rich peasants who are interested
mose in facilities for * agricultural
operations and in avoiding inconve-
nient land-reforms. Agriculture be-
ing a state subject they are interest-
ed more in influencing the state gov-
emmen's than in changing or modi-
fying the central policies, whose im-
pact is primarily on the industrial
development.  The .
wrangle s, therefore, sometim
described as the conflict betwee
the idustrial lobby and the a
culturist lobby . within the Swat

tra Party.

Again the state units wish to re-
sort to agitations on certain issues.
Otherwise, they get left out. The
cenvral leadership wants to keep thIE
party confined to “constitutiona
means and is opposed to the agita-
tional approach. ~On issues where

i ork up em
other parties try to wor
tons the Swatant@ endeavours ? I|

ituds which
take a rational attitude W '
E?:und irksome b local leveil P:ﬁilt-
ticians,  State eaders  fee g
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Wihout a response to the emotio
irees of the people it cannot hnnpﬂ
to build & mass basé in the foreses
able future. This state of affairs
to impatience on bhoth sides:
i|the central leaders, like Masani.
how impatience with ths irratiora.
ity and opportunism of s'ate units,
v}iIa the.latter resent the slowness
A establishing links with ths peopl..
n issues like Kashmir, Kutch and

:'E'J-ﬂgﬂ. there is an unending dis-
ute,

The majority of Swatantra units
do not see eye to eye with th»
policy of the party. On many eco-
nomic issues like planning, opinions
expressed by the Swatantra parlia-
mentarians are not fully shared by
many important units. Similarly on
the .issues of an independent nuclear
deterrent and support to U.S. policy
in Vietnam and elsewhere, Swatan-

tra members hold
contrary to the off

The problems that arose before
the 1967 General Elections were
quite often swept under the carpet.
St metimes members were given th»
IFl’eﬂln:m to_differ. This was possible
because till then at the state level the
par'y was not very significant, The
dispuies were also fewer and of a
minor cht?mmnl:: With the party be-
ccming the largest opposition u
in the Parliament I;I::i h:n’i%:; [-:
frong position in many States, those

fferences can no longer be ignor-
ed. The leadership will have to
evolve ways and means of reconcil-
ing the various conflicts and harmo-

opinions  qui
cial view, e

nising the thinking at different levels

f the partv. Otherwise, Swatantra
rty may become a nine-day won-

[der in the political history of free
| India.

Japanese literature

by

Khushwant Singh

CONTEMPORARY Japanese writ-
ers have one thing in common with
their ‘Indian counterparts — preten-
tiousness. And both have protago-
nists who not only feed the writers’
vanity but also perpeiuate the leg-
end of greatness for a body of writ-
ing which, judgedby the most cha-
ritable of standards, can only bs
described as mediocre. A typical
example of exaggeration ts. from an

introduction to a recently published
collection of short stories . . . :
(the author’s) literary creations,

writes the translator, “are all mas-

terpieces.” 1 was unable to spot
even ong Tl"’.'ldﬂh]f‘ 5101’)" in tl"‘"
anthology.

It is difficult to understand: why
our literatures i.e. the Indian and
Japanese which have ‘many cenlu-
ries of tradition hehind them
should have come to such a sorry
pass. Japanese poetry traces back
to Eighth Century A.D. The Tanka
(short poem of 31 syllables) was
developed early. The Haiku (poem
of 17 syllables) took its place dur-
ing the Seventeenth Century under
the Tokugawa Shogunate and flow-
ered into fullness sinder Basho
(1644-94).

The Japanese novel has an eyu-

ally distinguished past. Long before
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European writers had come to writ-
ing one, Lady Murasaki was writing
her classic Tale of Genji. This Ele-
venth Century novel, which tells of
the amours of a bastard son of the
Emperor, remains a classic as a

mirror of the times, as a sensitive
portrayal of nature and for bawdi-
ness that might have been the envy

of a Rabelais, (Amongst 1he ¥
exploits was e:r:;[:a.ullﬁng’t with re;;l
of ten, with a lady who died durin
th act, and his taking o mmmgg

bo
gy e awaitiog his tardy s

With ancestors of the calibre
Murasaki, Basho and Chikamateg

(1653-1725) one would have ex
pected greater things from the pre-
sent day Japanese writers than the
uninspired narrations they descril
nsl f:onh;mpornq literature. The
malaise, suspect, is

that which a.d::'. Im]i:.}nn w‘:il;:. 3
today. Tradition, instead of provid
ing a pedestral to climb to greates
heights, has become a dead weight
round the nib of the writers' pen.

A good illustration is the way o
writers deal with nature. After
Kalidas few Indians have been able
to describe the beauties of nature
except in conventional terms: gath
ering of rain clouds, call of the koil
and the screaming of peacocks in
mango groves account for a big
proportion of the Indian poets flir-
tation with nature. It is the same
with the Japanese. Few of them get
away from cherry blossoms, mist in
the pines, falling of leaves and the
flight of geese in the autumn.

Influence of Western writers 1y
clearly discernible on both Indian
and Japanese pen-pushers. Indians
were luckier in being introduced to
good English novelists like Scott
and Dickens. The Japanese (apart
from Russian masters) were largely




_remained the most popular forei

2&’0;:% to t{:n manifestly second
wer Lytton, Disraeli
Samuel Smiles (his “Self-Help” ﬁ;
book in Japan. It was ev ém!g!
tized), Tt took the ]np:me;e much
longer to shake off the baneful in.

of the West and joturn to
. own traditions.

The leaders of the apanese lite-
mry renaissance w;, Junichiro
Tanizaki’s  works Some
Prefer Nettles, Thin Snow and The
Makioka Sisters are highly rated by
critics. Tanizaki is Japan's Alberto
Moravia with the same obsession
with sex as the Italians. In Some
Prefer Nettles he confronts a Eura-
sion prostitute against a Kyoto
beauty. He thus fulfils both his
cbnuvinh_t pride  through  the
triumph” of the virtuous Japanese
ﬁ! over the sluttish foreigner and

penchant: for sexy writing, A lot
of information on the puppet theatre
is thrown in for good measure.

Tanizaki's obsession with sex
attained its fulness when his own
prowess declined with his years.
The Key, which consists of diaries
of a married couple whose main pre-
occupation is sexual athletics and
The Diary of a Mad Old Man,
which tells of the lust of a 70 years
old man for his daughter-in-law arz
perhaps his most widely read works.

The essential trouble with Japa-
nese and Indian writers riting
novels and short stories is that they
do not distinguish between these
two genres of creative expression.
A good example of this confusion is
the highly rated Yasunari Kawabata
(b. 1899) whose two novels Snow
Country and Thousand Cranes are
much commended by American
critics. In Snow Country the author
devotes the first fifty pages of his
novel (under 200 pages in length)
to an exquisitely painted picture of
a train riie througg'? snow drifts and
the beauty of a girl facing him on
the other seat. The reader is led to
believe that he is being introduced
to the main characters of the story.
Then the girl and her aged escort
go into the background and the
novel dissolves into a series of inci-
dents that add up to nothing.

Thousand Cranes is the story of a
young man’s relationship with two
of his father's mistresses.One is an
ugly woman with a disfiguring birt_h
mark on one of her breasts. She is
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also a mischief maker
Joakous. - of ' or enmmhten o
young man first seduces his father's
mits suicide, then mld.'"u’“ m.m
follows her mother’s example. The
novel derives its title from a scarf
painted with cranes carried by a girl
who the “51!" mistress uses as her
decoy, Some information on tea
ceremonies is thrown in to increase
the readers’ information,

The most apanese novel-
ist 'tmh& is II;ulkiﬁ:.] Mishima (b,
1925). his many novels The
Temple of the Golden Pavilion is
undoubtedly the most successful. It

is the s of a stutterin
man’s for behutymgmq

“ing in life. He finds both in setting .

Blr:i toa ;L!:tioml treasure, a 600-year
old temple. The is rnwelfuL
the insight into Eumin of the
youth exceptional and the novel,
perforce, a resounding triumph. The
same cannot ba said of Mishima's
other works. In After the Banquet
a geisha owning a posh restaurant
marries a man of distinction in order
to find a berth in the family grave-
yard. In Sound of Waves an
at‘empted rape is frustrated by a
wasp. When Mishima runs out of
contrivarices he turns to the stock-in
trade of all novelists, sex. In The
Sailor who Fell from Grace with the
Sea, a 13 year old peeping Tom
watches his widowed mother un-
dress every evening and then being
made love to by a sailor. The boy
and his companions murder the
sailor, not because of his plans to
marry the widow, but because he is
gentle, kind and forgiving — for be-
ing an anti-hero, It is reminiscent
of Gunther Grasse’s Cat and Mouse
with its Oedipus and Superman in a
muddled literary misalliance.

Lust and explosive violence are
recurrently themes in Japanese
novels. The chief reason is that
many of them are written as ferin!s
for ‘journals, — and every serial s
given some event either sexual or
violence in order to hold the readers
interest and whet his appetite for the
next instalment of cheesecake. There
is little hope of the Japanese writers
producing anything very great as
long as they continue to cater for
magazines with mammoth circula-
tions and for the film industry. The
inkhormn of the Japanese writer is full
of go]d‘ what he writes is guﬁded.
but it is not literature.

AT HOME

Madras e =t

Anna goes
a-visiting

MADRAS : The first*photo
Mr “Antadorat shoed & ,I?“;? %
the local press was that of the OM
in a lounge suit talking animatedly
to a policeman on duty in Rome's
fashionable Via Veneto, The sight
of ‘our Anna’ wearing clothes other
than the familiar crumpled veshti
and shirt, in a very west-of-Suez
setting understandably aroused much
interest and comment. Many more
followed, providing a visual commen-
on the tour; the CM being
received in private audience by the
Pope; with U Thant at a reception
given in his honour by the Secretary
General's chef-du-cabinet C. V.
Narasimhan; with Indian students at
New York and Washington; at the
Lincoln Memorial; surrounded by a
cluster of earnest-looking American
students at Yale hearing him ex-
pound on the 2nd century Tamil
manual Thirukkural, and another at -
dinner with students of the Timothy
Dwight Residential College at Yale
where he stayed; munching pa]rlmm
and riding a sleigh at Disney and;
examining a toy locomotive in a
TO](}'O factO'_ry; in seripus conversa-
tion with Japanese Foreign Minister
Takeo Miki.

The tour has n:la:n.ll:»rlk-sr.;k {he‘:n a
reat personal success for Mr Anna-
EurnL peWhat needs to be conceded
and recagnized further is that the
Madras Chief Minister's tour o
Europe, the United States and [apan
has done considerable credit to thf-
image of Tndia under Mrs Camo‘hlr.
The focal point of his tour was his
five-day ~speaking programimc at
Yale where he went as the first
Indian to be made Chubb Fellow.
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