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Speaking in the Lok Sabha on 4th April 1966 against the background of the strike of roa
in the PI:mjah gto protest against the levy of additional taxes in that State, Mr. M. R. Masani, ne., a-iormc;
President of the I.R.T.D.A., complained that road transport remained the Cinderella of Indian industries an
services. Referring to the gross overtaxation from which road transp.nrt suffered, he pc_)mt_ad out that according
to the operators the present excessive levies rendered road transport incapable of functioning exc".ept at a loss.
Mr. Masani further objected to the attitude of the Railways in trying to use their monopoly to

throttle long-distance development on roads and he called for the cancellaton of two circulars issued by the
Ministry of Transport in 1958 and 1959 recommending the subordination of road transport to railways on

route lengths exceeding 300 miles.

Below are some extracts from the speech which
was made by Mr. Masani while initiating a discussion
on the Demands for Grants of the Ministry of
Transport and Aviation :

Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, I support my cut
motions 11 to 15. In the short time that is available
I shall try to touch on three separate topics—Road
Transport, Tourism and Aviation.

In so far as Road Transport is concerned, T
have no time to go into the matter thoroughly
except to say that it remains the Cinderella of
Indian industries and services. There are two points
on which I would particularly like to draw the
attention of the hon. Minister. One is the gross
overtaxation from which road transport suffers in
this country. Taxation is discriminatory and it has
reached such limits today that, if a truck has to go
from Delhi to Calcutta or Bombay, taxation borne
by the operator through various States exceeds the
amount of the entire railway freight ! Overtaxation
on road transport has created today in the Punjab
a very unfortunate situation where trucks have
gone off the road, because it is no longer possible
for road transport to function except at a loss.
Thousands of trucks are lying idle there as a
consequence of which wvaluable goods including
foodstuffs which are to be transported are rotting,
This is an unfortunate development to which one
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cannot take objection, After all, if the truck
operators make losses, there is no point in saying
that they shounld carry on their business. The All
India Motor Unions Congress has backed this
development, and it is likely to spread to Rajasthan
and Madhya Pradesh on the 7th of April. Soon over
the whole of Northern India road transport will
come to a stop. I would urge the hon. Minister
to invite the leaders of the All India Motor Unions
Congress in Delhi to come and meet him and try to
understand their difficulties. I hope that when he
is satisfied about their case he would ask the
Punjab Government to withdraw the additional
levy of 50 per cent on goods tax which has brought
about the stoppage of road transport in the North.

The attitude of the railways in trying to use
their monopoly to throttle long-distance develop-
ment on roads is objectionable. Even today there
are two circulars in force—one is dated 9th September
1958 and the other 16th June 1959. They lay down
that road transport cannot function inside the
country over a distance of 300 miles or a radius of
150 miles without the permission of Their Majesties
of the Railway Board ! This is a highly objectionable
position, Repeated assurances have been given in
this House, including one by Shri Lal Bahadur
Shastri before he became Prime Minister, that these

circulars would be withdrawn, But even today these
circulars are in force.
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If I may say so, this discrimination has gone
on because of the weakness of my hon. friend’s
predecessors. They happened to be people wht_:- felt
not strong enough to stand up against the Railway
Minister and the Railway Board of their time.
Today we have a happy combination of two
developments. One is that we have got a strong
Transport Minister at last, one who has got political
strength and stature and one who can make his
voice heard in the Cabinet. Therefore, he need not
take these things lying down as did his predecessors,
who had not got this much political stature. The
other happy development is that our present
Railway ﬁinistar is a friendly person, in every sense
of the word. He is not only friendly with the hon.
Minister of Transport but is also more friendly. . . .

Shri Shinkre: He is the Swatantra version
within the Congress.

Mr. Masani: . .. towards Road Transport
development. Only the other day, speaking at the
Federation of Indian Chambers of Commerce and
Industry on 13th March, Shri S. K. Patil stated :

Competition was also ‘ a matter of religion’ with
him. If national economy has suffered it was
solely because of lack of competition. There was
no question of favouring any particular sector.

The fact remains that, although the Railway
Minister has given expression to these very en-
lightened sentiments, those circulars which the
Transport Ministry have issued are still very much
there. I urge that the hon. Minister should get
together with his Railway colleague, hold him to
his enlightened sentiments and get his co-operation
in cancelling these two offensive circulars which are
a relic of the past but which are holding back road
transport development.

Tourism

Now, I come to the second topic, and that is
Tourism. There, I have got three cut motions which
I may briefly refer to. One is the failure of the
Government to formulate a policy on tourism ; the
second is the desirability of recognising the tourist
industry as an export industry, and the third is the
need for the establishment of an autonomous
authority for the promotion of tourism,

India is made for tourism ; it is a country with
a very high tourist potential. It has been estimated
that in the next five years, if we can only run our
tourist industry and our tourist promotion properly,
this country can make Rs. 100 crores of foreign
exchange, Unfortunately, today, only 1.5 per cent
of the world’s tourist traffic comes to our share
and what is worse, the growth rate of tourism in
India, which was of the average of 20 per cent from
1955 to 1960 has, in the last five Years, from 1961
to 1966, dropped to an average of only 10 per cent
Other countries are forging ahead much faster. The

reason is that they have got a pr
integrated tourist policy. & properly planned,

Let me say that, when this hon Mini
) ; . Minister too
charge, this Government had no tourist policy wortlb‘.
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the name. It is a hand-to-mouth affair; a hit-and-
miss affair ; improvising all the time. There are
two basic examples of where a tourist policy needs
to be evolved,

The first is the recognition of the tourist
industry as an export industry. Tourism s a paying
“invisible export.” It, like other exports, earns
foreign currency, but nothing valuable goes out of
the country. It is doubly valuable. We lose nothing
in return for what we get. The job of the Government
is to lay the infrastructure for the tourist industry ;
to provide highways and roads, airfields, tourist
resorts, civic amenities. Secondly, t]?.o Government
has to give incentives to the tourist industry so
that it may advance. By the tourist mdu.stry, I
mean the hotel industry, transport companies and
travel agencies. This can be done in many ways.
One is to give loans for the building of hotels;
there is for a Tourist Development Loan Fund.
Another is to provide foreign exchange to hotels
and restaurants for importing essential materials
and paying cabaret artistes. Another thing is to
give foreign exchange for doing publicity and
advertising abroad to attract more tourism. Another
method may be to give an import licence for air-
conditioned cars, for teleprinter facilities and so on.
Every dollar of foreign exchange so spent will give
us hundreds of dollars of foreign exchange in return
within a year or two.

Today, unfortunately, our rupee is at a discount ; it i8
quoted in the free market in India and abroad at a dollar
for Rs. 9 and a pound for Rs. 26 or Rs. 27. Now, the result
of this black-marketing in currency which is going on in
India is that only 25 per cent of the foreign exchange which
is being earned from tourism comes through the banking
channels to our country. 75 per cent leaks ; it leaks in the
form of export of travellers’ cheques and high denomination
currency notes. Anyone who knows anything about travel
knows this. I have had guests in my own home in the last
few months from abroad : distinguished, respectable people,
who came, and with a shock told me : * What is happening ?
The taxi driver accosts us and asks : * Sir or madam, would
you like to buy rupees in the black market ¥ We will give
you twice of what you can get from the bank.'' When
foreign visitors go round Connaught Place or Connaught
Circus, they are accosted by people who ask : ** May we give
you rupees at half the price of what you get in the banks ?
And we have to answer the foreigners apologetically by
saying : * Unfortunately the rupee is at a discount but the
Government is so wooden as not to face the fact,”

Shri Joachim Alva : This happens in the corridors of
many hotels abroad,

Mr. Masani: Now, there is a thing known as * the
8 o'clock knock on the door ' in some of our well-known
hotels, when, as Shri Alva says, some peopie come and ask,
“May we oblige you in this manner ? " Instead of the
2 o'clock knock on the door by the NKVD in Soviet Russia,
it is the 8 o’clock knock on the door in the hotels of Delhi !

_ In Soviet Russia, where also the rouble has depreciated
like the rupee—that seems to be a consequence of communism
and socialism—they have faced this problem in a realistic
manner. I received a letter from a friend from Moscow last
November, in which he told me what was happening there
and how they are facing this problem. He said :

* One new development in the Soviet Union since my
last visit is the opening of a number of stores where
everything from a bottle of vodka to a volga automobile
may be purchased substantially below their cost in
regular stores—for foreign currency. And the acceptable
currencies are listed on the doors of the stores and
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include the U.S., Britain, all the Common Market
and Scandinavian countries, but none of the Socialist
blec. In both Moscow and Leningrad foreign currency
bars have been opened where drinks average about
half & U.S. dollar and closing time is8 & good two
hours later than any other similar institution in the
city. Posyltorg, a mail order establishment, encourages
residents of hard currency countries to give Russian
relatives hard-to-get items like * Moskva ' refrigerators
(350 roubles, two year wait) for 260 dollars, Volga
cars which cost Soviet citizens 5,500 roubles and at
least a year's wait for 2,700 dollars, delivery in ten
days. These elaborate measures are caleulated to
bring in more scarce foreign currency sO necessary to

the Soviet economy. . . .

Why can't we do something like this here ! If we do not
want to have devaluation of the rupee, all right, but let us
have selective devaluation. There are two ways of doing it.
One is to have a “ tourist rupee " by allowing the tourists
to get twice of what others get for their dollar or pound.
The other is that, since 80 per cent of what the tourist spends
is on hotels, shops and cars or transportation, allow the
hotels, that is, recognised hotels, shops and transport agencies
to change travellers’ cheques and dollars at the free market
rate, by which they will make a loss but they will go to the
bank and the country will get foreign exchange, and then,
compensate those who are out of pocket in the way the
French Government does. What they do in France is that,
when the French perfumiers give a discount on travellers'
cheques, the French Government give the perfumiers half
of what they have lost. The other half of the loss may be

mad d b ving them import entitlements. These are
way: natl‘agoln{ ig.i If you study it and ask for expert advice,

these things can be done.

Finally, I come to an autonomous suthority. Today,
you are trying to do all this through & small department in
& big Ministry. Bureaucracy is no way of developing bourism.
Almost all progressive countries have agtnhlu:ig.od autonomous
authorities or corporations or associations with Government
pacticipation and help, but with no Government domination
or interference, Lot us do that here. The British have an
example in this respect. They have the British Travel
Association, & predominantly pon-official body, but the
Government gives 85 per cent of the funds and the tourist
industry in Britain contributes 15 per cent. Let us invite
our tourist industry here to contribute at least 10 per cent,
if they cannot afford 15 per cent in this very early stage.
Let the Government give 90 per cent; let them set up a
mixed corporation where the Government may be represented,
but where experts and those who are interested in tourism
may predominate, so that this can function as an executive
suthority, but that corporation also or authority also should
not go in for commercial operation. It should be to promote
or foster tourism, as they do in other countries. Building a
hotel and providing taxies is not the job of Government.
This is the job of private enterprise which can do it best.
These are some ways in which you can put tourism on its
feet and malke money which at present it does not. So far
we have escaped disaster perhaps because those in charge of
tourism have been dedicated to this cause but, later on,
what is going to happen ! Bureaucracy is no way of doing
this job. . . .

WEIGHT LIMITS AND MULTIPLE TAXATION IN EASTERN REGION
LR.T.D.A.'S EFFORTS TO SECURE RELAXATION

_ Relaxation of laden weight restrictions and adoption of the single-point tax system for vehicles
plying on inter-State routes are among the subjects on which urgent representations have been made to the
Governments of U.P., Bihar and West Bengal in recent weeks by the Calcutta Branch of the Indian Roads

and Transport Development Association.

Mr. 8. K. Ganguli, the Honorary Secretary of
the Branch, visited Lucknow and Patna for dis-
cussions of various issues with the authorities
concerned. Among the officials he interviewed are
Shri Jagdish Prasad, Engineer-in-Chief, EWeD o
B. & R., Lucknow, Shri Iftikar Hussain, Transport
Commissioner, Lucknow, Shri Srivastava, Additional
Chief Engineer, Lucknow and Shri B. P. Dubey
Chief Engineer, P.W.D., Bihar, ;

~ The following basic problems affecting long-
distance operators were submitted to the authorities
during the discussions :

(a) Anomalies under Rule 131(A)-a
U.P. Motor Vehicle Rules, regarding f[heg cei;;ﬁgts)l::
the axle load and the gross vehicle load particularly
when trailer combinations with more than two
axles are increasingly in use on National H ighways.
(b) Anomalies under the U.P. M.V. Taxation
Rules, wherein the operators, while being denied
the benefit of axle load principle and consequently
the authorised CAITying capacity, are subjected to
taxes on the gross vehicle weight limits of the
originating State, e.g. West Bengal.
. (e) Absence of adequate reci
tion facilities for West ]E?eng&l veh}i){lz.l?a?.d o s

(d) Need for establishment of liberali
Passenger Transport Services between West %r;rlguﬂﬂ
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Bihar/U.P., pursuant to the August 1963 Bihar
Tripartite Meeting, particularly in the context of
the opening of the new road bridge over the Sone.

In regard to weight limits, it was pointed out
by the I.R.T.D.A. and by representatives of vehicle
manufacturers present during the discussions that
the maximum utilisation of inter-State trunk routes
is closely related to the economy of the country.
In other words, if a vehicle is not allowed to Ccarry
the maximum load it is capable of, transport costs
£0 up and eventually the selling prices of the goods
carried are adversely affected. The following points
were stressed in this connection :

1. Recognising the need for heavier transport
vehicles in order to cut down the cost per ton-mile,
the Government of India has sanctioned the manu.
facture of vehicles with a gross weight of upto
26 tons. When used as an articulated tractor-trailer
combination unit, a gross train weight of 45 tons
1s permissible for some of the models,

2. Load restrictions, the world over, are
today governed by the principle of axle loading
which takes into account the distribution of the
gross vehicle weight.

_ (@) In tlm‘ran'ge of vehicles to be manufactured
111;3I {ndm the individual axle load does not exceed
ons.
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(5) The weight of any loaded commercial
vehicle is transngit.t,ad to the road surface through
the road wheels and therefore if the area of
contact between the road wheel and the road
surface is increased, the pressure per unit; area
will be proportionately less. Keeping this in mind
engineers have increased the number of axles a:nd
road wheels in proportion to the load to be carried
by each vehicle. For instance, a tractor-trailer
combination unit which is rated at 18 tons gross
train weight has three axles with 10 road wheels
and a similar combination unit which has a gross
train weight of 45 tons is equipped with 5 axles
and 18 road wheels.

(¢) A grossly overladen vehicle would cause
more damage to the road surface than a vehicle
which is designed to carry the same load. For
instance, a five-tonner carrying 10 tons pay-load
is a menace on the road whereas a 10-tonner
carrying 10 tons will not only eliminate damage
to the road surface but will also be a safe vehicle
to handle. A grossly overladen vehicle will have
to have overinflated tyres, reinforced springs ete.
which result in a rigid bogey and consequent
hammering action on the road surface.

(d) As a corollary to the above, load limits on
a vehicle should be related to the specification
and load-carrying capacity of the wvehicle as
designed by the manufacturers,

(¢) The main reason for the load restriction is
low capacity of the bridges. However, a majority
of the bridges are class * B’ and these are rated
at 25 tons load, The number of bridges involved
and their capacity need to be studied. One
method of safeguarding low-capacity bridges is to
provide traffic control and speed brakers.

3. The relaxation of the present G.V.W. limits
will not only reduce corruption at the lower levels
and consequent harassment of operators but will
yield a higher quantum of much-needed revenue to
the Government.

The recommendations of the Association have
beon heartily endorsed by the Central Road
Transport Corporation Ltd.—a goods transport
undertaking of the Government of India. Supporting
the Association’s efforts, the Managing Director of
the Corporation has stated in a letter to tl_le
Engineer-in-Chief of U.P. that due to restrictions in
that State, the Corporation is facing difficulty in
plying its vehicles through U.P. The Corporation
feels that the restrictions now in force in the State
need to be relaxed in view of the heavier types of
vehicles in common use and the improved conditions
of roads and culverts.

In ifs discussions with the Bihar Government
also, the Indian Roads and Transport Development
Association has urged that weak culverts and bridges,
particularly on National Highway No. 2, should be
identified and funds obtained from the Centre for
strengthening them, pending replacement with new
structures.

As regards tax reciprocity, it has been suggested
in the course of discussions that 30 vehicles operating
on the Calcutta-Delhi route should be allowed to pass
through the corridor State of U.P. on the basis
of single-point taxation.

In the interest of the healthy regional develop-
ment of the road transport industry, which calls
for economic operation of heavy transport, the
LR.T.D.A. has requested the authorities to give
these problems their urgent personal attention.

IN THE INDIAN PARLIAMENT
QUESTIONS ON ROADS AND TRANSPORT

National Highway from Malda to Assam

S?a_-n Vasudevan Nair, Shri Warior, and Shri
Indrajit Gupta (Lok Sabhka) : Will the Minister of
Transport, Aviation, Shipping and Tourism be
pleased to state :

(@) whether it is a fact that only a small
section of the National Highway from Malda to
Darjeeling and Assam passes through the State of
Bihar for which lorry owners from West Bengal
are severely harassed by the Bihar Police posted
at the check post;

(b) _Whether such a situation can be avoided
by providing direct road link through the State
of West Bengal: and

(¢) if so, the st bei " A
such a link ? eps bemg taken to provide

ANSWER

Minister of Transport, Aviation, Shippi d
Tourism (Shri N. Sanjiva Reddy) on 1st Mffci?:gl ;ﬁnﬂ:

(a) The route from Malda to Dariecling
along National Highway No. 34 upto ]f)ca.;;:ﬁoli:
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where it joins National Highway No. 31 which
starts from Barhi in Bihar and goes to Gauhati
via Barauni, Purnea, Dalkhola, Kishanganj, Siliguri
and Cooch Behar. Siliguri to Darjeeling is a State
road in West Bengal. In a length of about 5 miles
between Dalkhola and Siliguri National Highway
No. 31 passes through Kishanganj town which is
in Bihar State. The Government of India is not
aware of the extent of difficulty that the road
traffic emanating from West Bengal experiences
on this section of the road.

. (b) and (c) : National Highway routes are not
g‘.l:gncd to keep within the houndaries of any one
State as they are meant to serve the country across
its length and breadth. A proposal has been made
to construct a by-pass round Kishanganj as the
section of National Highway No. 31 through the
town is congested, A suggestion was received from
the Gnvqml_ncnt of West Bengal to align the by-pass
S0 that it is entirely within West Bengal in whieh
case no portion of National Highway No. 31 between
Dallchola and Siliguri will lie in Bihar, The provision
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of by-passes has ordinarily been given a low priori
in the scheme of development of National High-

WAYS.

Punjab Roadways Services Between
Punjab and Delhi

Shri Surendranath Dwivedy (Lok Sabha) : Will
the Minister of Transport, Aviation, Shipping and
Tourism be pleased to state : .

(@) whether any representation regarding
illegal operation of the Punjab Roadways Services
on the inter-State routes between the Punjab and
Delhi has been made before the Inter-State Trans-
port. Corporation;

(b) whether it is a fact that t!te Punjab
Roadways buses in some cases are carrying passen-
gers from the Union Territory of Delhi for the
destinations in the Punjab for which they have
no valid authority countersigned by the Delhi
Transport authority; and

(c) if so, the action taken for contravention
of the provisions of the Motor Vehicles Act ?

ANSWER

Minister of Transport, Aviation, Shipping and
Tourism (Shri N. Sanjiva Reddy), on 8th March 1966:

(a), (b) and (c) : Representations have been
received in the office of the Inter-State Transport
Commission in regard to extension of bus services
by Punjab Roadways beyond the points for which
their vehicles hold valid permits and counter-
signatures for operation on inter-State routes
between Delhi and Punjab, by having two permits
for the same vehicle simultaneously. The question
whether it is legally in order for the Punjab Road-
ways to extend their services in this manner is
under the}Commission’s consideration.

Control of Floods in Brahmaputra

Shri P. R. Chakraverti and Shri K. N. Tiwary
(Lok Sabha): Will the Minister of Transport,
Aviation, Shipping and Tourism be pleased to
state :

(a) whether the process of bottom panelling
conceived by a French expert has been applied to
Brahmaputra at Hatimura, 20 miles from Gauhati,
with spectacular results;

(b) whether the technique, put into practice
12 months ago, has been found an effective agency
to solve the problems of floods, erosion and silting;

(c) whether the scheme is being tried at
Neamati to silt up the 35-mile Gohaingaon stream
which caused devastating flood in Jorhat this
Yyear, and

(@) the other projects now proposed to be
undertaken to check erosion ?

ANSWER

Minister of Transport, Aviation, Shipping and

f‘;égwm (Shri N. Sanjiva Reddy), on 15th March
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(a) and (b) : The Bottom Panelling experi-
ment carried out under the technical guidance of
a French expert for improving navigational depth
of the channel at Hatimura, has shown promising
results. The technique used has proved effective
for closing a secondary arm of the river and thereby
diverting the flow of water through it into the main
navigable channel. Its direct and indirect effects
on bank erosion, floods, etc. are yet to be investi-
gated.

(¢) The Bottom Panelling experiment is also
being tried at Neamati to close the Gosaigaon
stream (Kokila Nallah) with the object of diverting
more water into the Xamlabari channel.

(d) Tt is proposed to carry out bottom panel-
ling experiments at Dibrugarh and Dhubri. As
regards erosion, the usual measures such as con-
struction of spurs, revetment and other bank
protection measures will be continued. It is also
proposed to try dredging at selected places for
diverting the main current away from the bank.

Buckingham Canal Project

Shri R. Ramanathan Chettiar (Lok Sabha): Will
the Minister of Transport, Aviation, Shipping and
Tourism be pleased to state :

(z) the stage at which the execution of the
Buckingham Canal Project in Madras stands;

(b) the reasons for the delay in implementing
the recommendations made by the Gokhale Com-
mj:ltee on Inland Water Transport in that regard;
all

(c) when the project is likely to be taken up ? |

ANSWER

Minister of Transport, Aviation, Shipping and
Tourism (Shri N. Sanjiva Reddy), on 22nd March
1966:

(@), (b) and (c): So far as the Buckingham
Canal Project for improvement of the Canal within
the city of Madras, which was sanctioned in 1961,
is concerned, all the civil works except the con-
struction of the wharf at Mylapore have been com-
pleted. The work of construction of the wharf at
Mylapore is in progress. The dredger required has
also been purchased and commissioned from Janu-
ary 1966. Some other schemes for improvement of
the Canal are also under consideration of the State
Government. These will be taken in hand after the
schemes have been finalised and approved.

Unloading Facilities at Ports in Kerala

_ Shri A. K. Gopalan (Lok Sabha): Will the
Munqt-cr of Transport, Aviation, Shipping and
Tourism be pleased to state :

(@) whether it is a fact that the facilities for
;il;:?.dmg foodgrains in Kerala are not satisfac-

(b) the number of tonnes of foodgrains which
can daily be unloaded at the major port at Cochin
and minor and intermediate ports in Kerala:
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programme. Ask the engineers of the Concrete Assoclation of India, Bombay, Secunderabad, Calcutta or Delhi, for
specitications and details. All you need to know about this technique can be found in *A Handbook OFf Soil-Cement
Construction® (Rs 2/-per copy—postage extra). Copies can be had from any of the above offices.

PAVE AND SAVE WITH SOIL-CEMENT

THE ASSOCIATED CEMENT
COMPANIES LIMITED Acc
The Gement Markeling Company o~ “:I‘i'“‘“" =
PHT-CHi-2s of India Limited sy

3
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(¢) whether it is also a fact that out of eleven
minor and intermediate ports, only five are used for
unloading foodgrains; and : !

(@) if so, whether Government consider it
necessary to make use of all the ports and develop
the same, particularly the minor ports at Teiimhergy,
and Azhikkal, which can be developed into major
ports ?

ANSWER

The Minister of Transport, Aviation, Shipping
and Tourism (Shri N. Sanjiva Reddy) on 22nd
March 1966.

(@) The existing facilities in Kerala ports
for unloading foodgrains are fairly satisfactory.

(b) At Cochin, which is a major port, bulk
discharge of foodgrains on a single day has touched
the peak figure of 4,000 tonnes, three steamers
working simultaneously. On an average, the figure
of discharge per day can be assumed at 1,100 to
1,400 tonnes. At the other minor ports in Kerala,
viz, Calicut, Quilon, Alleppey and Trivandrum,
where mostly bagged rice is received, the discharge
per day on an average has been at the rate of 1,000
to 1,300 tons at Trivandrum, Alleppey and Quilon
and about 1,300 tons at Calicut.

(¢) Only five ports, viz. Cochin, Calicut, Quilon,
Alleppey and Trivandrum are being utilised in
Kerala for the import of foodgrains. At Cochin,
sometimes, fertiliser is also imported.

(d) The question of utilising the port of
Tellicherry was examined sometime back but the
matter had to be deferred as this port could be
utilised profitably only if there is going to be
sizable imports of rice. No imports of foodgrains
have been made so far through Tellicherry or
Azhikkal ports,

In the context of the anticipated heavy imports,
it is proposed to receive in Kerala ports about
1,10,000 tons of foodgrains per month during the
non-monsoon period and about 60,000 tons per
month during the monsoon period.

Narmada Bridge

Shri Jashvant Mehta (Lok Sabha) : Will the
Minister of Transport, Aviation, Shipping and
Tourism be pleased to state :

(a) whether Government have considered the
representation of the Gujarat Chamber of Commerce
for permitting gross vehicle weight on Narmada
Bridge m Gujarat State on Ahmedabad-Bombay
National Highway; and ;

(b) if so, the decision taken in the matter ?

ANSWER

_To be answered by Minister of Transport
Awiation, Shipping and Tourism (Shri N. Saff,l'iw;

Reddy), on 12th April 1966 :

(@) and (b) Yes. The restriction of 19.000 1b

- & b ’ 5.
la..den weight imposed on vehicles using the bridge
was raised to 24,000 1bs. subject to certain precau-
;mns bumg taken. The Gujarat Chamber of Commerce
1ave agamn represented that the restriction of
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24,000 lbs. might be further relaxed. The matter
is under consideration in consultation with the

Government of Gujarat.

West Coast Road in Kerala

Shri A. V. Raghavan (Lok Sabka): Wil the
Minister of Transport, Aviation, Shipping and
Tourism be pleased to state :

(@) the progress made in completing the
West Coast Road in Kerala;

(b) the reasons for the slow progress; and
(¢c) the steps taken to complete the works ?

- ANSWER

Minister of Transport, Aviation, Shipping and
Tourism (ShrifN. Sanjiva Reddy), on 12th April
1966.

(a), (b) and (¢) The progress on the con-
struction of the West Coast Road in Kerala 1s
fairly satisfactory. Out of the total length of 198
miles of the road in Kerala, about 174 miles have
been improved and black-topped. Thus only about
924 miles are yet to be improved and black-topped.
Out of 27 major and minor bridges, 19 have been
completed, seven are in good progress and the
remaining one will be taken up during the Fourth
Five-year Plan period. The entire work is expected
to be completed in the Fourth Plan.

Transport Facilities for Hilly Tracts of
Malabar Region

Shri A. V. Raghavan (Lok Sabha): Will the
Minister of Transport, Aviation, Shipping and
Tourism be pleased to state :

(z) whether Government are aware of the
difficulties of the people living in the hilly tracts
of the Malabar region of Kerala for want of adequate
transport facilities in the region;

(b) the number of panchayats in the Malabar
region which are not accessible by the road during
monsoon;

(¢) the steps taken by Government to provide
roads and bridges to these regions; and

(@) the amount set apart during the year
1966-67 for the purpose ?

ANSWER
Minister of Transport, Avintion, Shipping and
Tourism (Shri N. Sanjiva Reddy), on 12th April 1966.

(z) Yes, sir,

(b) Out of 376 panchayats in Malabar region
about ten per cent, especially in the Irrikkur Block
in the Cannanore District, are inaccessible during
IMonsoon.

(¢) Important panchayat roads are proposed
to be taken over by the State Public Works Depart-
ment from the local bodies concerned and new
roads and bridges have also bheen proposed by

t-hcm for construction under the State Fourth
Five-year Plan.

(d) Approximately Rs. 80 lakhs for roads

and bridges in Malabar,
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MGI

is now within the first 10

Five years ago it was not
even among the first 20

MMGT’s gross premium in 1964 in-
creased by 27% over 1963. Its claims
cost in terms of premium income at
41% is the lowest among larger insu-
rance companies.

It is the customer confidence in its
prompt settlement of claims and
personalised service that has made
MMGTI the fastest growing general
insurance company in India today.

- MADRAS MOTOR & GENERAL INSURANCE
COMPANY LIMITED

52, Peters Road, Madras-14

Offices: Bangalore - Bombay - Bellary - Calcutta «
Coimbatore - Cochin - Cuddalore - Davangere =
Goa - Hubli - Madurai - Mangalore - Nellore -
Salem - Secunderabad - Tiruchirapalli - Tirunel
veli - Trivandrum - Vellore - Vijayawada - Visa-
khapamam

IWT-MMGI-3162

16-5-1966
12 IRTDA News Letter



-

INDEX TO LR.T.D.A.

I—REPRESENTATIONS

Transport Overtaxed —
LR.T.D.A. Repreaantatmn to Union
Government ..

No Additional Imposts on Road Trans-
port—Representation by Mr. A. D.
Dhingra, Chairman of the Bombay
Branch of the L.R.T.D.A. to Ma}:la-
rashtra Government 5

Road Development in Rajasthan—
IR.T.D.A. Represcntation to
Director, Region Tra.nspaﬂ- Survoy
Unit—Rajasthan

II—ARTICLES AND ADDRESSES

Gross Inadequacies in haulage Capa-
city—Dr. F, P. Antia's address at

Poona

Road Trannport,-—]?erspectwe for
IVth Plan, Article by Mr. G. L.
Anderson, President, in the 1964—
Commerce Annual ;

Diesel Exhaust
Hazard—Article by Mr.
krishna, Honomry
LIR.T.
Mr. R. B, Aibara’s addmss at the
25th A.G.M. of the Delhi Branch of
the I.R.T.D.A. .

Address by Mr. M. L. Spkhadm. Chlef
Minister, Rajasthan, at the 25th
A.G.M. of the Do'l]‘u Branch of the
LRTIDA ..

Address by Mr. A. K K \l'n.mbm.r,
Inspector General of Police at the
1st Quarterly Meeting of the Andhra
Pradesh Sub- Regmna.l Branch of the
LRT.D.A. ..

Dr. F. P. Antia’s address at tha in-
auguration of the Indian Mn.rkobmg
Association

Bi-Polar Planning in Trans rt—
Article by Mr, C, 8. Nair, Secremry.
LR.T.D.A., contributed to * 8T.
Review Amua! o

Mr. M. R. Masani, M.P.’s add.neaa in
Lok S8abha ..

Tax Multiplicity Clogs Road Develop-
ment—Address by Shri Raj Bﬁhn.dur
in I;g-;ltmwt

Fumes—No Health
N. Bala-
Secmtary,

3 do. do
Do. do. do.

Whither Road Transport ?—Dr. F. P.
Antia’'s address under the auspices
of the Forum of Free Enterprise ..

Article by Mr, C. 8. Nair, Secretary,
LR.T.D.A., contributed to the—
Economic Times

Motor Vehicle Travel—An Expnndmg
Segmment of an Expanding Economy
Ex:nifgﬁﬂs Eb¥1 Mr. E, ‘[II{S Holmes,

r o anning,
of Public Roads mg Bl:mll.u
Do, do. do.
Do. do. do.

Do. do. do.
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IRTDA News Letter

Date

. Sept. 30

. Nov. 30

. Dec. 16

. Jan. 16

. Jan. 31

. Jan. 31

. Feh. 16

Feb. 16

Feb. 28

Mar. 16

. April 16

. April 30

. May 16

.. May 31
. July 31

May 31

. June 16

. June 30
. July 16

.« Aug. 16

«. Aug. 31
« Dee. 31

Pages

1,3

1,3

1,3, 5

1,365,179

1,365,911

5,7 0,11
20, 21, 23
11, 13, 15,
17, 19, 21,
23
19
13

NEWS LETTERS—1965

Date

Road Development given & Protracted
Raw Deal—Article by Mr, C. B.
Nair, Secretary, contributed to the
Automotive Trader & Engmwr
Annual

Address by Mr. R. P. Pabndm
President of the Hire Purchase
Association

New Era of Rail Road Co-operation
Urged—Mr. G. L, Anderson’s presi-
dential address at A.nnuul Mect.mg
of LR.T.D.A.

Address by Mr. B, P. Poddar, M.L.A.,
at the Annual Meeting of tha
Calcutta Branch of the LR.T.D.A..

Address by Mr. P. C. Sen, oM., W.
Bengal, at the Annual Meeting of the
Calcutta Branch of the LR.T.D.A..

Article by Mr. G. L. Anderson.
President, LR.T.D.A., contributed
to the lst Anmw:rsary issue of
Motoring

‘ Road Safety '—Article by T-[r V. N
Krishna Rao, Honomry Secmtary,
LR.T.D.A,, Mndm.a

Address by Mr. S. Ra.rm.swamy,
Chairman at the Meeting of the
Andhra Pradesh Sub- Rugmn of the

LR.T.D.A. .. 4 Oect.

Top Priority for Road.s—-Addmse by
Mr. P. V. 8. Mani at the Sales Club,

Vijayawada .. - . Oct.

Address by Mr. Alec Durte, Vice-

Chairman, B.R.F. .. s «» Dot.

Roads in Defence-Oriented Economy—
Address by Mr. 8. K. Swaminadhan,
President, Federation of Motor

Transport Associations Sie R0 1]

Address by Mr. H. V. Gandhi, former

President, W.L.A.A. ki .. Oet.
. Nov.

Do. do. do.

Realistic Planning for Road Expansion
Inescapable—Article by Mr. C. B.
Nair, Secretary, LR.T.D.A.

Address by Mr. V. 8. Ahuja, Member
of the Roads and Inland Water
Transport Advisory Committee

Incentives for Road Transport—
Address by Mr. A. D. Dhingra,
Chairman, at the Annual Meeting
of the Bombay Branch of the
LBRT.D.A. .. .

IlI—ROADS AND TRANSPORT NEWS

In the Indian Parliament i .. Jan,
Indian Transport News in Parliament, Jan,
.. Feb,

In the Indian Parliament

Shri Bachan Singh Bala's recom-
mendations for Road 'l‘ranspnrt
Improvements in Punjab

Ten-Year Road Development Plan

suggested by Na.taonal Devclopment
Couneil Panel .

Larger Outlays for Roud.s-NDC
Recommendation

13
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. Aug.
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Better Roads begin at Burmah-Shell..._

A COMPREHENSIVE SERVICE

Started in 1953, the Bitumen Laboratory of Burmah-
Shell has modern equipment and facilities for
rendering a comprehensive service: testing bitumen,
bituminous materials, mixes, aggregates, and
Quality Control tests...it offers expert advice on
pavement design for roads and runways, gradation
and composition of the right mix for every road
surfacing condition...it also provides . Quality
Control service in the construction of highways
and airfields.

16-5-1966

_..so do airficlds, canal linings or hydraulic protection works
—in the Burmah-Shell Bitumen Laboratory. Right from the
basic planning and formulating, through intensive tests to
obtain the right mix, to Quality Control in the finished job—
all under one roof.

BURMAH-SHELL BITUMEN LABORATORY
DOES MORE...

Other services provided by the Laboratory include testing of
bitumen, stone and mixes for consumers, advising on the
proper and effective use of bitumen in industrial applications,
canal lining and hydraulic protection works. Also, finding
newer outlets where bitumen can be put to best use.

WHY BITUMEN MEANS BETTER ROADS
AND SERVICES

Bitumen is versatile: as a film, its uses vary from bonding
different materials to waterproofing houses; mixed with suit-
able aggregate it forms a protective surface, durable and

resistant to impact and abrasion. Above all, it’s easy-to-use. .
and inexpensive

BETTER SERVICE WITH BURMAH-SHELL BITUMEN!
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Date

Meeting of the LR.T.D.A. Repre-
sentatives with Members of Plan-
ning Commission, at Delhi . .. Mar. 31

Indian Transport News in Parliament. Mar, 31
. April 16
.. April 16

Road Safety Seminar in Caleutta
In the Indian Parliament

National H:ghway Impro\ement.s in
1964-65 : . April 30

Do. do. do. .. May 16

Annual Meoting of Myaore Sub- Regmn
of LR.T.D.A. :

Taxation on Road Fmighta—Memo-
randum from Assam Chamber of
Inter-State Carriers . . e .. May 16

Roads and 'I‘ra.miport in India—In
Parliament . May 16

Indian Roads Congress Session . June 16
Goods Road Tmn.nport in Fourt.h

May 16

Plan . June 16
In the Indian Parliament . June 16
Road Research s .. June 30
Highway Research and Development.. July 31
In the Indian Parliament . Sept. 16
Road Transport Taxation Enl:]uu-)r

Committee . Sept. 16
Local Hoads and Rural Works in

Madras s . Sept. 16
Study Group on Road Transport

Financing i s .. Sopt. 16
In the Indian Parlinment . Sept. 30

Refrigerator Trucks Built in India .. Oct. 16

d9th A.G.M. of the Motor Vehicles
and Allied Industries Aﬂmclutlon—

Madras . o Oot. 16
SecumtyI)eposutsfor Booking Vehicles. Oct. 16
In the Indien Parliament .. .. Oct. 186

LR.T.D.A. Replies to Questionnaire

of Study Group on Viable Units .. Oct. 31
In the Indian Parlinment o .. Nov. 30
Urban Roads in Madras S .. Dec. 16

Do, do. e .. Dec. 31
In the Indian Parliament 4 .. Dec. 16

IY—STATISTICS
Production of Motor Vehicles in 1064, .

June 30

Highway Statistics—U.S.A, .. .. Oct. 18
Motor Vehicles in TIndian as on

d1st March 1064 i R .« Dec. 31

Y—MISCELLANEOUS

Increased Weight and D;man.awns fi
Road Vehicles in UK, . Vi . Feb, 16

Sub-Regional Comm:ltm of LR.T.D.A.
in Madras .. Feb, 16

Minor Port Works in Fourth Plan .. Feb, 28
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Working out Transport Policy by
Computers—Suggestion in London,. Mar. 31

. Mar, 16

Communications in Assam, l‘rlpura
and Manipur . Mar. 31
Road Fleet Sizes in U.K. .. Mar, 31

Government Share m' Nawgatmn ey

Company
Integral Transport Development called

for by Mr. S. K. Patil, Union :
Minister for Railways .. April 16
Transport Shortages . April 16

leans harder on Rnad Trans-
E‘;f:,ﬂ" i) . April 16

State Transport Review—1964 Annual April 16

Over Investment in Ba.]lways——
1.B.R.D. Experts’ opinion . 7

Report of the Association of Indian
Automobile Manufacturers for 1964. June 16

. April 16

Madras drive to tone up Transport .. June 16
All India Transport Users Confereucu.

Bangalore . June 18
Expansion Plans of Sailing Vessels .. June 16
Indian Petroleum Handbook . June 16
I.R.T.D.A. Replies to Enquiry Com-

mission on Monopolies . June 30
I.R.T.D.A. Annual Meeting—Madras. June 30
Highway Toll cuts—Australia .. June 30
XIIIth World Road Conference—

Tokyo 1967 .. .. Bept. 16
Patriotism of Road Operators . Sept. 30
War Risk Insurance of Marine Hauls. . Sept. 30
U.8.A. ATD Study Team Report . Sept. 30
Passenger Traffic in Panvel .. .. Oct. 16
Committee of the Caleutta Branch of

LR.T.D.A. .. B .. Oct. 16
Fifth World Meetmg—].R.I'. .. Oct. 16
Roads-on-Rail-Track Plan—U.K. .. Oct. 31

E.8.5.0.[LR.F. Fellowship 1964-65 .. Nov. 16

Intermediate and Minor Port Develop-

ment Programme in Third Plan . Nov. 16

Obituary—DMr, T. 5. Kynnersley . Nov. 30
- Nov, 30

LLR.T. Exumnahl}ns in Road Trans-
port .. s . Dec. 18

A.LD. Loan for Tunmm Road Plan .. Dec. 16
LR.T.D.A, President and Vice-

Kobe Expressway Loan

President Re-elected = . Dec. 16
Unique example of Rail- Rnad Co-

ordination in UK. .. . Dee. 31
Search in North Sea ., - e Dea, 81

Hydrofoil Transport over Thames .. Dee. 31
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THERE'S
NO
PRRALLEL

0
Teksons

FLEXIBLES FOR

zpleksons

PRIVATE LTD.
Kolshel Road, Thana,
India’s largest manu=
lacturers of Heat

Exch nd
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LUBRICANTS of High and Low
AND CHEMICAL pressure Hoses.
APPLICATION For Replacement
FOR TEST requirements contact
PRESSURES Sole Selling Agents:
UP TO STANDARD
960 kg}cl‘l‘ﬂ g:d?éhaaihers.
(13650 p.s.i.) Bombay 4,
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