s,

Party Secretary Dandekar described
therift as a serious one, Mr Minoo
Masani, who is ranked only after Rajaji
In parly hierarchy, has resigned from the
Nati ti\n:l and the Central

in

Swatantra Party
Gujarat has comeas a_ s to
outside the State. In th
scepe only Itwo  States—
Gujarat—gave solid base to the
In Orissa it formed the Government

Gujarat—conld not close their ranks.
Now the party strength of 72 at the time
of the elections is reduced to 54, Some
MLAs have defected either to the Cong-
ress or to the Independent bloc. These
defections came after some of them saw
no sign of Swatantra Party coming into
power, while others like Mr Vadilal
Mchta left the party after being dis-
illusioned with the State leadership.

These internal dissensions reached
their ¢climax during the Rajya Sabha bye-
clections. Three Congress members were
retiring but due to the reduced strength
of the Congress only two could be
clected while the Swatantra Party could
hope to win. Messrs UN. Mahida,
(elected), Babubhai Vaidya and Prol.

The forth
take up the issue.
to demand disciplinary
rebels while Mr C.C,
oppose i,

the'
honour it.
Even a leader like Rajaji is distressed,
He was already unha over the State
unit’s opposition to Kutch Award and
be expressed his view openly in Swaraf
And now another shock to him.
election of the new leader of the y in
the State Assembly is scheduled for pext
month. It is still to be seen whether or
not the Patels retain their hold or the
Kshtriyas manage to control the party in
the State Legislature,

Of late the domination of the ex-ICS
officials on the party is resented by the
workers who feel that they have po grass
roots in the p:n#lc and hence cannot
feel their pulte. They are Jeast compe-
tent to run political parties. [t is s inst
this background that Mr H M. s
elevation fo the presidentship in the State

_unit was not liked by the party men,

d made a commitment it
duty of the members 1o

F




