posture and partiality to the
affluent class, has been n dis-
ciplined organization, but it
scems to be losing even this
advantage. Discipline among
leaders as well as the rank and
file is essential for the survival
of a political party, The events
which forced Mr. Masani to
tender his resignation explain
to what extent the forces of in-
diseipline have raised their
heads. Differences within the
Swatantra Party in Gujarat
led to the defeat of certain no-
minees of the party in the re-
cent elections to the Rajya
Sabha. Obvipusly a large
number of Swatantra legiala-
tors did not vote for the party
candidates. The defeat of Mr.
Babubhai Vaidya who was sup-
ported by the parliamentary
board was a shock to central
leadership. It has been alleg-
ed that a senior leader of the
party., Mr. H M. Patel, had
worked for Me Vaidya's de-
feat. About 33 cf the 57 Swa-
tantra votes reportedly went
ngninst the party decision. In
protest Mr. Masani resigned,
hut the uu*lton s whether his

that the Swatantra’s role as an
opposition party has been
highly responsibie. In Parlia-
ment its representatives have
established themselves as good
debators. Unlike certain other
opposition parties, which revel
in ereating disorderly scenes in
the legislature, the Swatanira
is Jeen on maintaining the dig-
nity of the house.

The Swatantra Party finds
itself in an embarrassing situ-
ation when it makes [friends
with other opposition parties,
In U.P. the party will quit the
united front because it has




