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N. Dandekar has_even

hinted a possible split the
due to this dew ent.

Oustensibly, the cifuse of these

.-rﬂigu_.lﬂnm is the"dofeat of Swa-

tantra’s offiglg] candidate, Babn.
bhai Vaigia (though ke is not the
er of the paty) for the
Subba seat from Gujarat
: the victory of a rhbel candi-
date, Udesingh Mahida, a mem-
r of the party.
But the fact that Masanis
luation of this defeat, as not
isolated case but “one moare
example of eral demoralisa-
jon in the political life of the
untry finding its way into our
ranks”, tells a lot.
Masand's Bitterness about the
state of offairs in  his own
party is not a new thing. Only
recently he had confessed that
the Swatantra Parly was suffer-
ing from & ‘credibility gap’,
that it was losing the ‘elan and

tion for *job rotation” (“too many
people have been occupying the
same position in its heirarchy too
long™ or his dig at the state
unity (many of which are claim-
ing that “there should he
;interference by the nationa] head-
fquarters in their affain™), Masani

no

had pointed out the danger of
Il'Balkanisation” within the party
as o result of indiscipline and
varochialism  growing  day by

day.
It Is also known that N. C,

Ranga, the present Chairman of
the party did not oblige Masani
by stepplng down Jfrom the
leadership of the parliamentary
group which he has been holding
since ‘too long”.

Masani’s Role
In Gujarat

Second, the post-election deve-
lopments within the Gujarat unit
of the Swatanira vis-a-vis Masani’s
role in it have much more to do
with  hic  redgnation than is
usually understood.

On  some im]\nr‘r.u:l OCCASIONS,
Masani had found himself in real
tronhle with the Gujarat umit of
the party. Omice when he took an

outright pro-American  sfand on

Kashmir before the

s, he was strongly

bis ollies like

Jana Sangh in Rajkot consti-

toency and even hy his  own

cudre He was hooted at a
public meeting In Rajkot.

And he had to g-mlrlf:.'.' a lat of
manoeuvres to win  bhack  those
sections. His sinset started from
that event, ; ) he supeeeded
in winnir
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Vadilal Mehta, a former Congress-
man and a millowner of Ahmed-

made it impossible for them to
remain in it That was a hig blow
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Following unbridgable differences and long drawn out
tussle between the ICS and the political wings in the
Swatantra Party’s leadership, M. R. Masani has resigned from
the national executive andP the parliamentary board of the _
party. Bhailal Patel, commonly called Bhaikaka, and Jaideep- el
2 ' singhji Baria, leader and deputy leader respectively of the bbudas Patel and Laldas Kundi-
| gwatanftrr: Paj:y in the Gujarat Assembly have also stepped ﬁ"smfm‘“ff‘gﬁ“ o
| s i - - Frcin-
1|- . t:‘;:llw.m their posts. Some e e likely :;i;, e ot a? b
(T -
I . He also declared that
|J lrmshnantedmuuprece-,?my&uthewiumtgetnm of Gid and "a'nﬂ-
& dented crisis  within  the from Gujarat pext time. gemenation within the party accen.
|  Swatantra Party, Its Gencfal At that time Masani wanted tusted by the casteist divisions
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abad, to take over the leadership to the Cujarat unit, particularly
of the Swalantma grmoup in the to Bbaikaka's prestige. and Bhalkaka thus found o com- sot of prvate  wnderstanding
Cujarat  Assembly in place of Thus, bud blood was crested mon target at least for once and  between Maanl pls  wome tuo
Bhatkaka. fetween the Gujaraf (eadership that was Masni, ar three leaders and Babubbai's
But Bhaikaka did not take it  and Mesani on more thon one And now comes Babubha socalled Progresive Growp (con-
lightly. He sensed mischief in  occarons, Once Mosani, ar the Vaidya's defeat. If the defeat iy sisting of seven members) In
Masani’s move, and did not give then gemeral secretory of the yeen in this lght, ft §x clear that 1966,
his place to Vadilal. He was party, had pioen a directive 1o Musani had very fow colleagues  Av that time Babubbals oup
elected the leader of the party the state unit in  favour of in Gujarst to su his stand. woted for the Swatantrs cundi-
group. Dharamshi Fotel in o dispube It is widely believed that Bhai- date for Rajys Sabha,  Antani
Vadilal was supported mainly within latter's  Ju dis- knka was more pleased by Babu- In liew of that, Masanl promised
Kshatriya members (former  trict branch of the perfy. The bbals defeat than annoyed, be- to give a Rajyw Sabhs ticket to
feudal chicfs) of the party ag-  sate unit feli humilicted or tha caunse that signified Masani's de- Babubbal in 1068, T & slleged

ninst the Patels of Bhalkaka's
caste. The Swaltantra had placed
very high hopes on Vadilal when
he joined the party as a life
member with great fanfare.

He later resigned from
party with two other MLAs, Pra-

e

And
grudge aguinst him. Former ICS  Actually the decision to allot a

directios went againgt ity own feat also. His resignation ax the

Bhalkaka had always s had planned it long ago.

bureaucrats, former feudal chiefs party ticket to Babubhal was a
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by Musanis opponests that be

sand. leader of the Swatantm group never bothered to take the party
Masani was belleved to super- in the awsembly was to come sny into  conlillence for wueh  an
impose himself on the state unit. way, defeat or no defeat. He understanding

Neot only the majority of the
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Some Kshatriya members whu
stood for Babubhal were mainly
led to do 5o to save the party
from total disaster. Though, they
could not save It

Tt is revealing that the Ent
persons to  congratulate Mahida
on his success were Vadilal
Mehta and Dhrol Thakor, a Con-
gress MLA and one of the most
prominent former Faja of San-
rashtra,

After all this, the Swatantrs
Party in Gujarat now i3 consider
ably shom of ity former splen-
dour. Its strenpth in the Assemb-
ly has gone down to less than
58 from its originil T2 members.

Defections have heen mare from
the Swatantra to the Congress and
many frustrated Congressmen who
once saw in the riss of Swatantra
party their only hope to achieve
fame, money and power ‘and
joined it have been terrbly dis-
illusioned.

What the leadership has Hil
now falled to teslise is that the
party which stands for the mono-

polists and former rajas can never
attract dedicated workers, it can
only soquire mercenaries.  And
the increasing hold of the 1CS

wing over the Swalantra party |
can only lead to its further de- |
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