Client :-

INTERNATIONAL Ctnrnte SEAVICE
.

mentary Board of the Party, he to
me, “I thought it was about time tha
somebody made a Gandhian stand.”

In his letter to the Party’s Genera
Secretary, Masani, who with Rajaj
has been the main architect of th
Party, stated the reasons for his
signation. He said that he had give
on behalf of the Parliamentary Boa
of his Party, a solemn assurance to
candidate 1n Gujarat that he would
be selected for the Rajva Sabha sea
in 1968. *“A score of our member:
violated this agreement,” he said. He
accused them of joining hands with
the opposing Congress Party and de-
feating the very candidate they were
supposed to elect. (The leader and
the deputy leader of the Swatantra
Party in the Gujarat Assembly have
also resigned from their posts.)

‘“Act of atonement'

In his letter Masani says, “This is
unfortunately not an isolated case,
but one more example of how the
general demoralisation of the country
is finding its way into our own ranks."
He concludes, his resignation'is “an
act of atonement to those who have
been let down by this breach of faith
on the part of some of our colleagues,
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Since the Party was founded in
1960, Minoo Masani has been ils
General Secretary until a few months
back when he resigned to “give others
a chance”. During this period he
substantially helped in making the
Swatantra Party the second largest in
the Indian Parliament, Known for
his integrity, keen intellect, organis-
ing capacity, Minoo Masani is author
of a number of books and was one
of the founders of the Congress
Socialist Party with Jayaprakash
Narayan and Asoka, Mchta. Since
then he has veered considerably to
the Right. .

His partymen concede his outstand-
ing qualities but some complain he is
intolerant, domineering and over-
ambitious. Masani believes that his
present move will serve as much-
needed shock treatment to bring the
erring members of his Party to their
senses, and will inject into the Indian
political scene some semblance of
marality.

Sitting of his

on the verandah
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room in Tuglag Road last Saturday
he spoke at length about many things,
Most striking was the story he related
about his father, the late Sir Rustom
Masani. When Sir Rustom was Vice-
Chancellor of Bombay University,
Minoo was a stru.%gling young barri-
ster with few briefs and even less of
an income. The Dean of Law plaged
the name of Minoo among the
examiners for the LLB exams. Ata
meeting in the University, Sir Rustom
located his son’s name on the list of
examiners. He said, “What is this?
My son on the examiner list? I won't
have it so long as 1 am Vice-Chan-
cellor,”

The Dean of Law protested in vain
that Minoo had got in on his awn
meril.

That night at supper Sir Rustom
mentioned what had happened at the
University meeting. “There is enough
nepotism in the country and I won't
add to it,” he told his son. Minoo
replied, “Do you realise father you
have deprived me of the chance to
earn Rs o

After supper Sir Rustom went into
his study and emerged five minutes
later to hand Minoo a cheque for Rs
2000. “Here is the income that you
have lost,” sm% the father. Minoo
had no heart to cash the cheque. #
Twenty-four hours after meeting
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been a driving force in politics for
the last 20 years. He said “I am
in the same position today as Masani
was (wo days ago. The ¢hoice before
me is to obey my conscience or com-
promise.” He spoke with feeling of
how his party was being controlled
by certain interests, its growth throt-
tled and policies confused.

Will he be the next to resign™

He spoke about a golleague of his
who was high and mighty and enjoy-.
ed power without responsibility. Tt
was a new thought td him W
I said, “You may be the one person

- who can change him, He may need

your help.” :

“I'll be quite frank with you,” came
the reply, *I don't like him."”

He said that to change another
person he may need to change on
some points himself. Leaders of all
political parties face this question of
how to get on with their colleagues.
Neither Congressmen nor the Com-
munists are free from this clash bet-
ween personalities within their party.
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to continue. Mr Annadurai has pro-
ved himself a true Gandhian by this
one big step at a time when many
Congress ministries are giving up this
policy for the sake of increasing their
states' revenues,

The one-rupee-a-measure rice sub-
sidy has also been a highly imagina.
tive policy. In the two major cities
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and counselling patience and discip-
line to the workers.

The DMK Ministry, well settled
in its saddle, has been stressing that
there is urgent need for a fresh reap-
praisal of Union-state relations so
that the depefidence of the states on

the Centre for everything, big or

small, may be ended,
-

Firm stand pays off in student riots

FROM S. K. MUKHOPADHYAYA IN CALCUTTA

STUDENT VIOLENCE is assuming
an ugly shape in West Bengal. Hardly
a day passes when there is no distor.
bance in some cducational institution
and of late young boys of 10 to 14
years have come out in the streets,

joining processions and hurling bricks
and stones at the i tion of
athers. Guardians and teachers have

been helpless spectators,
The climax was reached on Tuesday
CONTINUED ON rPdGR 1)

Hmanear, April 5, 1068

A



