. ' R

can cook up a suffi-
- | ciently plausible excuse, and
to distinguish it the
r genopine by an¥. Db.lc"—?-“'e

yardstick would be ippassible.
The only safe com:mhl be
to make resignation a univer-
sal consequence of foor<cross-

ing.

This requirement may need
.|to be examined from many
*|angles and then qualified and
refined. But howsoever much
=|it may have to be hedged in.
it would still be safer and

| suggestions put [forward by
s|the Research, Planning and
n | Review Diyision of the Union
¢ | Ministry of Home Affairs, For
$|example it would be & com-
- | paratively poor safeguard, rid-
l:tl dled with loopholes, to pre-
5,
T

modating defectors. By what
= | eriteria is the optimum size of
it | ministries to be fixed, how is
@ {a distinction to be made bet-
% | ween expansion for reasons of
i=| genuine increase in workload
and for the sake of rewarding
defections, how is anyone to
check other kinds of entice-
ment which may be diffi-
cult to prove or even tg de.
tect? Not much more suitable
as a deterrent to foor crossing
is the second suggestion by
the Division that a Chief Minis-
ter confronted with downfall
by defectors may be given the

ght to ask for disselution of
the legislature not only while
he st has  a majority but
even when he may be suspect-
ed to have lost it There is
much to be said for and against
this right and the recurrence
of mid-term elections which
its exercise would promote.
But the case should be judged
its own merits, as that of
upon the size of
t as a turnstile

a floor- :
. majorities fi
other are
the past now;
to be a
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vent andue expansion of minis- |
tries for the sake of accom.

mote effective than two of the |
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