subcontinent. I {l
voices—Indian wvoices, of course—might speak there remains only the semi-independent
to the millions of illiterates, and a new unity poration, such as is the B.B.C. But in Indis sons of this kind eben at much higher
ed. I did not—alas— you could not have one only—there woﬂnﬁ: -IE: the Programme Assistant. Why ? Could 3%
t

il

. 'This discussion will be continued in our issue of August 22

ing—sta ntrol. It seems to me that  fraternal interest in Indian radio. Backed by .
b.irl?aldrfgfamnidio 1:‘3 \5211 organised and efficient, potential of 200 million listeners, a;'ldlnl:a_r t!:tie:
but unimaginative and dulf. This is the penalty great philosophies and traditions mt * isa' -3
of control by civil servants, who are doubtless should a great world force. As yet, ‘hecn 3
worthy and careful, but are sure to discourage With my heart I wish that it may Om
: : originality and initiative. I think that with all = so.

B ROADCASTING, because it is one-third py mml.?k:r,—and I made millions of mistakes

litical and two-thirds entertainment, _A]] India Radio was much more lively in my
Efu always posed problems of control: 4ay than it is now.
and because it must appeal, more or less ;
inoffensively, to all shades of opinion and taste, Now let me return to the comparison bet-
it has also the problem of being unable to ween Indian broadcasting and a (guite impos-

by M. R. MASANI

lease all th le all the time. These are the sible) broadeasting organisation for all Europe. )
;I:titudes gfpe?:guadcasting, and they are 1 believe that 'thiss comparison is valid. I AM not a regular ""}}e'éﬁfﬁeb&'é :shi:e of;ﬁ::
the lasting foundations of its difficulties. had to do with such a thing, what should 1 do heard the news an iy

taries, talks and discussions. I have not
broadesst much in recent years but, when
as still a Congressman, I was frequently
wited to broadcast. There are advantag ¥

What sort of control is best? What kind first? Why, obvious#gr_nbohsh state con
of programmes gre most pleasing, instructive, You could not have is or London or

helpful, entertaining? There is, at the moment, or Bonn dmtat}ﬂﬁ pomﬁ and programmes
no very certain answer. Authoritarian govern- all Europe. Equally, I have come to beli

i i 1 i i i Sk i i ! Though ¢
ments naturally cling to a tight state control that, in a subcontinent like India, you sh £ wnging to the ruling party! Thoug
and censorshi y in the West, the parastatal not have Delhi dictating policy and progr M tact has not been very extensive ;eﬁl !
monopoly, such as the BB.C,, is tending to give to Madras and Calcutia. fand my view is predominantly from witho
way to ﬁ-le richer prizes of commercial radio. ! : | keenly interested in the possibilities of %
These are the alternatives. But the really as- Suppose—though I fear it is unlikely—yolls television and have attempted to ke€)
tonishing thing to me is that broadcasting and  get rid of state control in Inctia, what thel® Mguch with developments here and in 9
televisinnf with lhei:l astronnmrilcal]y huge thi? ?bogtsgmﬂﬁ;:g ri'#:??yitt is ﬂ?‘ :m : tries.
armies of listeners and viewers, have had 1 Per: ' oew L ;s
remarkably mnfl an effect: fﬁy have mqﬁ quite sure. In the days when All India 2 I should like to pose a problem at the W

become mere background noises and pic. had no money at all, I was offered a quitel‘start. When I broadcast some talks for scho |
H:IIH ta whir:h“:cml atsten‘u.ion is paid, 1 mﬁm- staggering sum to put just one line inl.\:l':1 the! from the Bombay station in the early 104
\imes wonder wheiher it maiters a iwopenny Village programmes. “A cake of X soap costs Plie Programme Assistant—the foremost Pr
damn what they do. one anna.” I wondered if it would do any harmi Sgramme Officer in those days—who looked aft
; A I thought how much we could do with the mo= j#sehool broadcasting was my friend Sophi
I say this with a certain disappolntment, ney. Today, living in Italy, I see the Iuhu:;,%dtamjan, a graduate of Cambridge Universi
because when I came to India in 1835 to start radio living on commercial programmes wim certainly a well educated and well r
All India Radio, I had a ﬁ}-‘“eﬂﬂs vision of great success and very little offence. n who could discuss my scripts with me @
what hruldcnstm% might achieve in the Indian : T L al terms and could suggest many imprové
hought that suddenly wise But if not that, and if not state wn% ts in them. My more recent visits to
c ios have not brought me into cnntactlei
ev

:nd purpnsIe migh:\.nbe for, i ¢

now my India. d I shall now try to tell ave to at least five—let us say Telu i i r -

ou why India, in my experience, has prob- Tamil, Gujarati, Bengali, Urdu—or pgel; ok };?tpﬂ?gbéso‘f}onﬁﬁhrmg o .

ms of broadcasting which are unigue in the €ven more;: but no great harm in that'§ =

world, Hov& nltmul a s,o‘r_t of fedr}.;ration gf setr;i-ind I In thtﬁe dZaytsﬁr.'jn the 1940s, the Bombay 3?&*
‘ : ; pendent corporations, perhaps under the looS#¥ $#n had Mr. Z. A. Bokhari as Station Dii ¥

It is true that Russia and China have some- Mr. B. S. Mardhekar, well-known
and writer, as Assistant Director. M

e

i® : 'y
what similar problems—vast territories. lan- control of Delhi” Thus you might provide bet2™
nfj' difrerenges. diversity of customs—but in EE.{_ for local languages and customs and l._u.'. I )
fotalitarian states differences are iromed out ditions, and avoid centralisation, which I think ni was Programme Executive, Mr. Ce.
and some sort of unity is imposed. India, how- is perhaps one of the failings of All India R‘i' | dravadan Mehta, the noted Gujarati wir
ever, is not totalitarian yet, and its unity is dpre_ dio, and perhaps in lgngs l:n fault, or, mnh '?'ma Programme Assistant, Mr. Walter K.
ely- ri

carious. It is really a federati i say, the fault of the i, which wanted “mann, a well-known composer and musichg.
diﬂgﬁng'ﬁm 1;; ﬁfs-ed im:r:::;nﬂ ?ctenvt?ﬂi“- everything tightly controlled from Delhi. & 4 igt 'looked after Western music. Aubrey
tion by the B 40 became famous later as an expatriately:

ritish Raj. And that is the first There you have the alternatives.

g‘:;t ?r:oblem of Indmré broadcasting. How trol? Persg'nallv. I would say no. Cg’;ﬁex
i R Fsrual:]'l([.::rzm;,“is Aroadcastln in Eng- radio? I am not sure: cogent arguments cah i pol broadcasti It t h b i
e Rt nl merica, where there be advanced against it, yet it works quite w ’ Ul roa vemt rs‘g‘h “;iusl ave been stimyl.
e | anguage %nd moré or in many countries, and might solve the fina ks ° WCH ; ti g i Eroup,“Whmu)'Ednq
B T o customs. To get Indian  cial problems of Indian broadcasting. Semis A Sicha o
e gam( ﬁoﬁrme;;;:ﬁ;ly?u I;avle t% corg- independent corporationsés Perhaps the best—= e?

: (no €) single broad- if you can get a sufficiency of distinguished and
casting organisation for all Euro it isi . e o5 ot Cov
the dﬁﬁcu]ties oy iy I m;?ﬁh&f\l’oﬁg g:}s;;\lerested people to form Boards of Goversa th
involve. How would you do 47 1 shall return 2

to this argument presently, I think—although after all these years

‘Ldiln novelist, was producing a daily fe
gound Wews', Desides producing features jo

. As a consultant in Mmﬂnmﬂ‘mnnng .
aspect of AIR interests me greatly. m‘b
bt that the dullness of programmes, the

ce of creative effort and activity, the lacy

India’ : am in no_position to give advice to an o | imagination disp! in a hundred sma]
ty. Untih yecsond problem is, of course, paver- that All India Radio has three things whig §s all reflect a faflure to recruit the right
d‘i.o gets for the village p locally-made ra- need doing. First, cheap sets available to " 'Kind of e to AIR. Unless the Minister %n;-

gers—ar, to put it in ano- masses. Second, a more lively approach to pra mation and Broadcasting takes very dras.

ther way, unti i 1 -
maney t’;: bu::y ’u’&fﬁa&’ﬂ:&ﬁ? i:]ﬁd?:omughll ‘g-m"l‘me"“akmﬂv which means employing o steps to reverse this trend and to screen
be afpealing only to a minority of the vast fantqond perhaps “dangerous” people. unsuitable elements that have come

: act-finding mission to ga and 1 S . at hay

o i et st et S 1 S
' ask whether AIR has adequate
“for its staff. It was one thing in the
d for new recruits to learn their work
: ; nal contact with t}ielr scnm{ri offi-
as pioneers of a new adven-
“émurm mri:nut work in the large




_wale helpless. If you wear &
we ?eight j?ards long and a kurta
a%lless like a sack, all you can
a"§ to lean u a thick cushion
pull at a hookah. You cannot
much more than that. I have

in Western countries. If they

Ve pro so much, the main
,eason is that people there know
how to dress. In prehistoric times,
the sole purpose of clothing was
to cover one's nudity. But civilised
man has gone much beyond that
stage. Today, the science of dres-

sing aims at making us active.”

When Ghosh Saheb returned
h:;&e with Ahibhushan, his car
carried the weight of two big suit-
cases packed with clothing, hosi-
ery, footwear, stationery and toilet
requisites. There were a couple of
friends with him in the car, and so
§ was no conversation between

e and nephew,

B8 soon as he reached home,
Ghsh Saheb went to his office
ren and remained there into the
l# hours of the night. Ahibhu-
dn made several attempts to see
i but did not get a chance. He
: in the hands of the butler, the

and the sécretary. They had
i n deputed to look after his

A Next morning it was the same
‘pry. He saw his uncle only for a
Jdw' minutes at the breakfast
. ible. Ghosh Saheb said: “Your
fin leaves at 7.30 this evening,
" lajumdar has gone to reserve
dur berth. I shall return from
ofice at 6.30. Pack up your things
he ready. The servants wi

help you”

With these words, he got up and,
before Ahibhushan could puf in a

e

Praa 6.25 in the evening. The
“&ageg were ready. Mr. Ghosh
j fretting over his nephew’s

¥. When everything was ar-
w. he said: “I have sent a

am to your employers.
uq.%ne will meet you at the sta-
fu] Work diligently and care-
“'ﬂ? It is a responsible job—you
of h‘zehgntruled with a good deal

usnan bent down to touch
Saheb’s feet. The uncle
pited him on the shoulder and
¢ “None of that!" Then, as he

’
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(c“ﬁﬁuﬁ From Page 31)

saw the young man's moist eyes,
he s&lf “O%O;o!ADon't be senht:;
men my . A new game
begun for you today—the game of
life. You must not be weak on a
day like this. You are a man—born
for work. Just go on working. So
that's that. Don't waste any more
time, Where is Majumdar?”

“I am ready, Sir."

“See that all the par:kages are
carefully loaded. Don't forget any-
thing‘l)

“Yes, sir.”

“T have a visitor and so shall not
be able to come to the station,
Look after yourself. I'll inform
your mother tomorrow.”

Ahibhushan was by this time in a
complete daze. He appeared to be
altogether overwhelmed and said:
“You will inform my mother? But
why should you take so much
trouble, Sir? I'll write to her as
soon as I reach there.”

“No, no, it is for me to write."

“But her address...”

“You think I have forgotten the
address? Well, you have a right to
think like. No, my boy,

3 en nothing! For
was gas EJ for
with work. Could
ch with you peo-
e, I am ashamed of

ywas shocked, mys-

i.; nonplussed. How
sh, the great busi-
such words? After
ked u‘f courage and
Bot understand your
1@am sure there is some
pmewhere, otherwise
ghave done, without
I am..."

you go again! How
hushan! Almost a
of our Majumdar
pw, I have travelled
tries, 1 have seen
understand a man's
Mmough to look into his
rat be. Hurry up, or
your train! Here,
| with you! You will
e journey. I'll send
e in a few days.
Bs you reach there

later, Ghosh Saheb
ged in the daily
~ through the dak.
ing sight of a post-
ated: “What!”

; Shriman
little of Caleutts.
re unfamiliar to him.
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I need not add that there is
no o:e but you to help your un-
fortunate sister. Fix up some-
thing for my child. When I see

him setled, I shall have the
to die in peace.
strength v
Didi

Ghosh Saheb stretched himself
and put his entire weight on the
back of the chair. His head rested
upon his hands, and he stared at
the® ceiling with a wvacant look.
There were deep lines under his
tired eyes. Alas, even a man of ac-
tion has to rest some time!

But, a ?mee‘:it later, G‘}?m
Saheb straightened up again. Wi
terrific speed, the red pencil be-
gan to level down the heap of
papers on the table. When he had
almost waded thmu&_‘iisan the let-
ters, he came upon this one, which
he silently handed over to Ma-
jumdar:

Respected Sir,

I sent you a telegram as soon

as I reached here. I hope you
received it. I joined duty yester-

a word of encouragement. Then,
someone advised me to see you.
1 stood before ﬁmu in fear and
trembling. The height of my ex-
pectations was that I migh
cure a clerical post, carrying a
salary of thirty rupees a month,
in one of your l|.::.e1.|.1':_1emus Ottr::‘lmsi
without uttering a word,

e a job of four hundred!
Such is Destiny.

I do not know what you saw
in me at that auspicious moment.
Nor is it necessary for me to
know. Give me your blessings, so0
that I may prove worthy of
your generosity and confidence.

Yours,
in affection and gratitude,
_ Ahibhushan

(Translated by V. S. Naravane)
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