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editlons of The States-
man. km desired to advise you
not 10 lease advertisements
elt ?__ﬂ the papers.

-

s, DAVP,
w-q[nd elrcular read: “Dear
¥

. We lyised you on August 5
" St o o
ny adve mern &
StatesmarCaleutta/Delbl and Tri-
bune, Chaligarh, We notlce that
some publ sector undertakings
release adver-
be stopped

1s
ldﬁgmtwml

#

m now d 1se not
s o b, o
any jshed by o
connected with  In l'n Express
Group. 4 of such papers Is
; w‘"'“'#. o e Taindla tely.
N. Sethi, DAGP. List: Indlan, Ex-

Sunda tandard, Sereen;
mml F;L,mss; Lok Satta, Bun-
Lok Satty (Marathl). Sl-lnﬂ-u{
Lok Satta (Gujaratl), Dinamani,
Andhra  Prabha—dally, Andhra
hi—weekly Kannada Prabh,

7258

Nutan  Guja Ran Tarang,
Ellnﬂlmml Kng_l',mnm , Chand-,

And the thi ular. “Subject:
Junlor Statesm Tre Stalesman
Weekly, Dear Cplef Executive.
N Iy refer tomy secret circular
“ﬂe--- dated thy 5th August, 1976,
68 _which | advised you nTt

Y dvertisements (o
Calcutts'and Dely eaitions of The
Statesman, | ay pow to  advise
fou that two oer publication
The Statesman, vi%,
Statesman and The States:
g dll:l:lm.;m also nn:; hel‘

r
peat that {'a-lr‘l.lha ung I'LIF Thp-edt
tlons of The Statasman.
and The Statesman
.=||.-rr'||.1f-|-nnlrl.“"‘ not he EIVET WYY

“1 have alre
cireulars No

ady  sent . separate
- dated “the Gth
.;\quﬂl!‘d. 1978 and Mo dated ghp
th A 1076 that no adyer
LisementsAhould pe
¢ Trihune, Chand
Indian ExppesE Oroup of Dapeps
All these instructions shoyld pe
complied=with-and aclion reparty,)
Tours neerely. N. Sethl= £
Cor uling Counse! sald thige
impugned circulars were lssued to
Central and State Governmer
partments, public seetol ung
ings, autonomous hodles and sts

]
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Sethi, ment particulariy
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Statesman and its allled pub-

5. . As a result of the impugned eir-
; the

o
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DAVF, Counsel

bo tsg{ l}'ﬁ .ﬁ
u % lo
total revenue earned ?m

an ‘hly .d'&eﬂmuaﬂui
Eross mon! advertisemen
revenue for 1976 prior to Oel'.nger
t rm varied between Rs 39

Rs 44 lakhs
mately. figures were now
between Rs 33 Iakhs and Rs 35
lakhs because of non-release of
lﬁdqveﬂdlmnnéu to The Statesman by
vernment departments. statuto
bodles and public -4

takings since the issue of the

1lm-
lars of the DAVP.

“The sald Impugned orders/
circulars are instances of Govern-

Ahe objects, namely, either to make
the company toe the Government
line In every respect or go out of
existence™ the application stated
The application cited several in-
stances of how the Central Gov-
ernment put pressure on the com-
nl‘n:r and tried to harass it. On

r 10, 1875 the Company
company to show eause why Direc
tors should not be appolnted on
the company's Board of Directors.
It was alleged In that potice that
the company had been printing
coples of The Statesman much in
excess of the readership require
when supple-
ments and consumer service sheels
were published and that such ex-
cess coples were belng sold as
waste paper,

ow cause notice, the a
s).tnmn stated, was issued m
de at the gation of the Cen-
tral Government with the obligue
maotive of ining control In the
Board of rs of th
pany, having falled to exerclse
control over the contenis of the
newspapers blished by the com-
pany. On ember 1975 the
company filed an application under
Article l'm r‘:'li I.I:? Cmthr;
praying for orders for g E O
the said notice.

p was pleased to Issue an
injunction. restraining, inter alia,
the Central Government and the
Company Law Board from giving
effect to the show cause notice.

iThe same applicatlon came up for

nal hearing before Mr Justice
K Basu on December 6, 7. 13
and 20, 1976. On December 20 the

Caol pané' Law Board and the
Un overnment through their
Courkel made o statement in the

t the sald notice had been
. with
of such statement being

immediate effect.

made, tha appllcation was not
Plecced and the Rule was  dis-
chargea

The app OF - mentioned o

second fistance  of. pressure on
s G Decpmbars 22
1975 the n-fgm?“n..”-n'.'h'\'m-'

and

the Company raw Board mala Gde
and In abuse of power caused the
Wes

Registrar of Com s
Bepmal lgofile a cOF
the Comfanies Act In the cour
the Chfef Metropolitan Ma

v

the pajd-up capital of that company
without the priar approwval of the
Central Government

"In fact, on July 23, 1
rar of Companles had
tiee on the company a
that In the matter of acquisitio

Law Board lssued a notice on the Doy

- ted for scrutin

E

Thereafter Mr Irani filed a
ton under Article 226 of the Con-
stitution and on February 16, 1870
Mr Justice A. N. Sen lasued a Rule
nisl calling upon the ﬂe‘%l:onql
Passport Officer and the Un
India in the Ministry of External
Affalrs to show cause why appro-
priate relief should not be grant
od to the petittoner. "It has been
specifically charged in the petitlon
that no reasons ex for the Im-
unding of the passport em:ef'.
'or further harassment of the petl-
tioner and for pulting pressure on
The Statesman Ltd to the line

of the Central Government In
every respect. The  affidavits-in.
opposition In these proceedings

have been filed but these do not
disclose any reasons why the pass
port has been impounded. A clalm
of privilege has been raised. The
matter has not yet been heard; it
iz pending before the court”

The application eclted yet an-
other Instance of pressure belng
t on The Statesman., Since
1861 the Job Printing Department
of The Statesman Ltd, New Delhi
had regularly undertaken the print
Ing of a monthly Journal, called
=“Seminar.” Aflter Its JI.II‘{, 1876
Issue was printed and elivered
by the sald Job Department the
Delhi office of The Statesman was
served with an order, dated July
15. 1976 and addressed to the
printer and blisher of “Semi-
nar.” The order, Issued by the
Under-Secretary to the Unlon Gov
ernment under the Defence and
Internal Security of India Rules,
1971, directed that “no matter shall
be published In “Seminar” .. un-
less such matler has been submit-
to the Chlef Cen-
sor to the Unfon Government..
and the E.tbl!.ﬂtlun thereof is
authortzed writing by the Chief
Censor,™

Immediately after the order was
recelved by the Delhl office of the
paper Instructions were Issued to
the Job Printing Department not
to undertake any matter for print.

Ing In “Seminar® unless it had
been approved the Chief Cen-
SOT. ¢ Chief Censor and the

UnderSecretary were Informed ac-
cordingly. But In spite of prompt
compliznce with the order lmpos
Ing pre-cénsorship on future lssues
of =“Seminar” the company Was
served with an order, dated July
20, 1976 that the e&mpuu. the
Chalrman and members
Board of Directors of The States
man Ltd were Individually requir-
ed to show taus: as to why the
printin ress known as

Slateir:'z:nr?l’mf‘ iIn New Dell
should not be forfelied.

The ground for issulng this show
cause notice was that four articles
contained In the July, 1976 lssue
|r:f 'Semimr"n:fre ;—mt submitted
Or pre-censo: p. In lssuln

show cause notice the 4

R ] Liis grus=1ii g0 prre-ce A rsnlp
dated, June 7. 1975 at the tlime
of imposition af Emergency in the
ras Invoked No account

of the fact that by ad
¢ actlon In practice this
order was not then reqguired to be
ohserved In  large paris of the

country, Including New Delhl O |

!' India
IJ,

clal announcements and Lthe pro

almed palley of the Central Gow
ernment In regard fo a system of
self-censarship and guidellnes were
ignared

The company moved Delhi High | In
Court for a stay of the order and | me

appropriate rellef. On July 2%
1 the High Court was pleased

to stsy the operation of the notice

the
Itial

roncaact the ‘teriitors of T
roughoyt the territory o s
mb' rm't Counsel
arantee, al

ﬂlenﬂl‘gu to all forms and nmtm
of commerclal dealings and Includ.
ed, in parljﬁhr in "L"! case of =
newspaper, the [reedom seek
advertisements for publication in
the newspaper from all Surces as
part of the freedom of trade, eom.
meree  and  intercourse.  This
Eunrl.mu- could not be taken away
¥ _an exeécutive action.

The LAVE circulars, Mr De
said, were nol supported any
legislative authority. The im
pugned orders/circulars were,
therefore, vold and Ulegal and
lssued In bresch of the Eﬂaﬁpiu
ol justice, equity and fale play.

Mr Deb, Mr Dhaskar Gu ani
8r Ranjan Deb, Counsel, &r;unu
for the petitioner.

Pakistan Election
Commission
Begins Inquiry

ISLAMABAD, Feb. 2—Pakistan’s
Election Commission yesierdsy bo
gan an inquiry Into complaints by
Opposition parties that the Prime
Minister, Mr Z. A. Bhutto, and se-
veral other candidates of the rul
Ing Pakiston People's Party had
adopted unfalr means to them-
selves elected  unopposed to  the
National Assembly and vin:
clal legislatures, reports .l.lg'}I

Mr Bhutto, the only esndidate
from the Larkans constitgency b
Sind province, has been re-elected

to the 2l18-seat Natlonal Assem
unopposed.

The national elections  will be
held on March 7.

The commission heard 51 ecom-
plaints, concerning elght National
Assembly and 23 provinefal legls-
lature seats.

The commission asked Lhe Oppo-
sitlon parties to submit aMdavits of
thelr witnedses' Lestimony.

The Chiel Minlsters of Punjab,
Sind and the North-West Frontler
Province are among the officlals
who have been elected ungpposed
Their elections have been Heng-
ed on the ground that lrregulars-
tles  were commiited lo preveni
Opposition  candidates from fling
nominations.

Press Censorship Lifted
In Sri Lanka

COLOMBO, Feb, 1—Pres

, imposed in Sri Lania
ing the strike In essential services
early this month, has been lifted,
says Samachar.

The 21-day-old Press censorship
refated to news of essentjal ser
vices apd trade anlon activitles
However, L waus 0o censarihip
on despatches sent abroad by
foreign  correspondents.
he “mitnarswal of the raflwas

en's strike. The Government alse
| tifted the ban on meelings In Co
| tamba district. imposed during the
| strike

cen
dur.

i - o A e
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NEW DELHI, Feb, 2-—President
roy of the Soviet Union will
v official friendly visit to
wards the e¢nd of this
It was officially snpounced
yeste ¥, reports Samachar. The
date of the visit has not betn an-
nounced.
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The citation, made Civll
MWMM
at New York's Hotel St
sald, in ¢ “Whatever

[
Indls, Mr lra

freedom in
The n have shown

oyl (ot
I i ey, detenger
CTATION

I mtroduelng the citation, Mr
Rogcoe [y
I':d ?Iuggﬂrlzanédlnlu m&’nlﬁ

of

ensorship wﬂm"“ B
Al p
tion Pﬂl‘llll‘-,l:. %mhulu of ITI
months  only
underscores the hazard of
tng the Bow of f.?fmﬂn-f'?ﬂﬁ
electaral

peErmitting  the
Mo lorward.  Withput
rurd;n 'u IIJI.II;I.In more
acade for the riglme in power?
And even if Press froed
gnmudhl«iliy L] o Fi
amage done o the free 3
change of jdens, these past .lxﬂ
jmoiiths be overcome in lesa than
two months? The Indlan example,
Iy, should be a lesson for ull

tan  ihe

fre¢ peoples, and others contem:
plating freer socl
el !EU'JI-w wlled than they

“We lnvited Mr Iranl to
s here this mnml:, Mr Drum
mong  continued, ot he has
wrilten thal his passpert, Im-
fﬂu"d!d I;;Gthe Gavernment in
anuary, 1876, as another effort to

intimidate him and his  pews
paper, has not  been  restored.
We ore deeply concerned by the
oainful I[..-_,.“.ﬂl\, of the ndlan
peaple.  But Mr Iranl known that
o natlon s so0 poar that it can-
not glve Its  peoaple freedo
Freedon. House, is 1:.. iniarpsl
upholding the hand of one who
courageously supports freedom of
the Pross regards it timely to
present this eltatlon io Mr sh-
row R Iranl of The Statesman aof
India"
Mr Irani, In 8 writtan acknow.
ledgement dispalched here, thank
ed Freedom Houmse “for the
honour you have done to my
newspaper and 1o me as a symbaol
of our collective will to resist
these encroachments on  baxie
human rights. | would like to feel
that in thus henouring The States-
man you wre alsa honouring the
many publications, big and small,
who are with us In this eommon
strugile.”

FREVIOUS RECIPIENTS
Freedom House i an oul b
of & citizeny’ group organ in
19401941 to rally the “fight for
freedom”™ agalnst Hitler's attempi
at  world  domination.
reciplents of s annual “freedom
wward” include: the former US
President, Dwight D. Elsenhower,
the former British Prime Min-
Ister Winston  Churchill; the
former Philippine President,
Ramon Mageaysay, the former
Weslt German  Chancellor, Mr
Willy Brandl; the Commitiee for
s Free FEurope’s Mr Poulbenr
Spaak; tho European Eeonamic
Community's Mr Jean Monnel;
Seuth African freedom fighter.
Mr Alan Paton; Yugoslsvian [ree
dom fghter, Mr an  [jilas;
and the USA's martyred black
activist, Medgar W. Evers.
The cMation Tead o

Joln
rum-

banguet  alo  d
ts, by

ress freed
i as quiet

Mﬁ;?rn‘;:"sdf”‘:n lu::l.u!n
publishers When
Indian oficials, In
, devised a secret pcheme Lo
cxeft :Tamgrrrl;nl. r:_!J-ul;::l.l.l and
conlrod O
%ﬁf"ﬁ*ﬁs to publish details of that
secret  plan was The Stalesman..
“Four months beforo fthe In
dian Governmeni in June, 1978
restricted the civil and litical
rights of all Indians, Sr lrani
blished in our “Freedom &t
rl:-uc' » detailed aceount of ‘ihe
indizn Press under pressure’. TI
was the case history of a thes
democratic nation’s Press unde
fire—and a warning tod frs
peoples everywhere. . © #
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