It is indeed heartening that this Coamittee

and to repress what is unpalatable in order tn maintain peace of
mind. Thus, in the case nf gross violation of human rights e
from the initial reaction of revulsion, shock, disgust and
horror — the miﬁd gets zradually desensitized and immunized to
the indignities and the desecrations. Intensity and permanence
are opposed. (Casualness and indifference or even a neutral
stance is what we specifically have te guard against as far as
the vinlation of human rights is concerned. Technology has
condensed our globe, and this condensation of time and sponca
demand and make imperative a perennial sensitivity, a constant
vigilance and alertness to injustice and suppression of the
human spirit in all its manifestations anywhere on this earth, |
Otherwise, what is the value of flying to the moon and photo- A
graphing Mars 2 The technological feats of this century are {
nothing so long as mankind is enslaved in the meshes of torture,
exploitation, hunger, and the degradation of poverty.

But while I am heartened at this Committee's interest
and concern about the prevailing Indian situation and WBM1

L
Ve

for giving me this opportunity to testify, at the same time
1 must eonfess that my heart is very heavy as I find myself
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before you, looking to this august forum for redress. This
reflects volumes upon the situation in India today. .Here I om,
thousands of miles away from my home; with no prospect of
returning to the country that I love; with no know .cdge of when
I will see my husband, who has been in jail since June, 1976,
whom I have not seen since June 26, 1975, and from whom I have
received no news since his detention over three months agoj with
no idea when I will ever see my nged mother, now 71 years old
and living alone in Delhi.

Here I am before you today because neither I nor any
of my countrymen and women today- can find any forum of redress
in our own country against the total suppression of personal
and civil liberties which has come about under the new
dispensation of Mrs. Indira Gandhi,

Before 1 proceed with my testimony, I must present
my credentials, I come from a family that has an interesting
social and political backeground and a certaln commitment to
basic human values. My parents came from the two major religions
in India: Hinduism and Islam. My mother, Shanti Kabir
{(nee Das), is a member of the Bralmo Samaj — a protestant
movement within Hinduism that was formed in the middle of the
nineteenth century which rejected the ossifications of the caste
system, substituted monotheism for the pantheism of Hinduisu,
and si:rc)nglsr advocated education and emancipation for women.
She spent terms in jail in the 1930's as a political priscner
for her activities in the freedom strugzgle against British rule
in India. My father, the late Professor Humayun Kablr, was a
poet, scholar, educationist, trade unionist and politician. 4
nationalist Muslim, he was asainst the concept of a theocratic
state. In 1946, some fanatic Muslim Leaguers tried To
assassinate him. From 1957, until Mrs. Gandhi became Prime

Minister in 1966, he was a member of the council of Ministers
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of Hursin.g, Dalhi University. In 1966, I 101:1&&‘

Cross Society as hssistan‘: Director, Nursing. In 19991_-

a.ssisnant secretary of the Indian Red Cross. Durﬁﬁ*tﬁiﬁh“f

drought,

for some timey, the relief program for the refugees from

I was involved with disaster relief programs, i.ne

Baiq.g_ladesh during the exodus in 1971.

In July 1971, I married George Fernandes. Qur marriage -
drew country-wide attention and receivea wide publicity. Our
wedding reception was attended by people of national eminence
from all walks of life: artists, scholars, journalists, trade

“J unionists, politicians, hish-rankinz members of the Government e |
of India, incluaing the Prime Minister, Indira Gandhi.

Born on June 3, 1930, George Fernandes comes from a
christian backzround, a Roman Catholic backZround. He starﬁﬂﬂ
life to be a priest., After three years at the seminary, hﬂ ﬁlﬁ o
his real vocation to serve God and man lay in praeticaludrh
Thus, at the age of nineteen, moved by the injustices and
inequalities in India's society and inspired l!y #hs ﬂaﬁ? ﬂf?r
equality and a better life for all embodied in tha m ﬁf
the Socialist party of India, he became a member in 1948, From
then on, George Fernandes! life is a record of public S#ﬁ“' :hr -
always chaompioning the cause of the poor and downtrodden. H! '
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S. K. Patil. He served in the House until its matum
dissolution by Mrs. Indira Gandhi in December 1970.

In 19783, George Fernandes became president of India‘s
larzest rallway union, the All India Railwaymen's Fddarnfribh'.

the lendership of my husband, the railwaymen, disunited over tl.ia

years, formed a new unity ana cohesiveness and presented their
demands for better wages and working conditions to the government,
The government replied by arresting the union leaders and

thousams of workers even as negotiations were going on, thus
precipitating a lizhtening strike throughout India. The striha gel
was crushea brutally, and, despite assurances, there were i ‘{m;‘;
massive reprisals. : : elig S DN
1t is necessary to deal at some length ragurding mp--i .
husband's work until June 1975 as there has been a s¥ys' _.;",:_”r.j‘%"w %

ampaign of slander and denigration aZalnst him, as;mcia@

L L
from July 1975, after freedom of the press was abolished. The *:ﬁ}'
white paper presented to the monsoon session of parliagent stated

the Railway Strike as one of the principal causes for the need o
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'!i&?, 1974, as the date for renaipf- of fors;lgn'-' Cu
changed the date on additional copies of the
clumsily erasing 1974 to read 1975 without ackn

correction. I have seen hoth the original publication ﬂ’ Ayl

presented on July 23, 1975, on the floor of the Lok gabha as

as Tthe amended Version, -
I also wish to submit the p_amph-la_t:.._!m:ﬁm' Mﬁ

: for o New Indla' as Exhibit 2. This was a note written
 hushand in December, 1974, and illustrates his pmlmopw,
"= his sense of dedication and responsibility, and his eommitment
R to civil litertiss and demoeratic values. |

~ A great tragedy is overtaking India. Step by step
v ) ; #Uad
since June 26, 1975, the flame of freedou has been extingulshed.
e For 600 million people the promise that Mr. Nehru made at '

midnight of Auzust 15, 1849, of " a tryst with destiny "mr .
harsh and hollow. For the past 29 years, the Congress IFW i
has ruled Inaia. Mr. Nehru, father of Indira Gandhi,

Minister for 17 years. Between his death and his ey
succession to the same post, there was a short int
months when Mr. Shastri was Prime Minister., g§ince J
Mrs. Gandhi has hsld this position. So it makes Agssn

state that personal fraedoms, ecivil libertles, the fre
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the press, and the freedom to disazree had to be suspended for
the sake of an economic Utopia. Postponing national elections,
Jailing tens of thousanas indefinitely without charge or trial,
bull-dozing drastic constitutional amendments by a Rump Parlia-
ment that has outlived its legitimate time spanj none of these
measures can possibly herald the new economic dawn. Thase steps
are not actions of strength; rather, they belie a deep lnsecurity
and an obsession to retailn the levers of power at all costs.

Let us be very clear: suppression of freedom and liberty,
Incarceration, and torture will never result in solving India's

formidable economic problems. Enforced sterilization as a policy

for the three million government employeces will not resolve the 7

galloping birth rate of a population of 600 million, Nor will
other violations of human rizhts lead to land to the landless,
Jobs to the 20 or 25 milllon unemployed, nor adequate food to
the starving millions, of which 420 million, per the official
statistics of the Government of India, live below the poverty
line (i.e. cannot spend more than U.5. 20 cents a day).

For a more detailed account regarding the reasons for
the laounching of "Bmergency" and the dictatorship, I submit the
pamphlet entitled: "Indira's India: Anatomy of a Dictatorship",
which has a preface by my husband, as Exhibit No. 3. As Exhibit
No. 4, I subnit the transcript of a taped message from my hus band
sent to Indians for Democracy before his arrest. More vividly
than anything else, this postulates both the nature of the crisis
confronting India and the dimensions of the challenge taken on
by those unwilling to relinguish their responsibilities towards
restoration of the lost milieu of liberty, within which alcne a
people can move forward towards realization of their deepest
aspirations. As Exhibit No. 5, I submit the article by "pzad "

published in The New Republic of August 7 and 14, 1976. Mrs.

Gandhi's trump card in implementing her authoritarian rule has
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tortura of my hrothar—in-lnw, Lawrence Famande:d'., .-ﬁhiﬁh-"ﬁ,!!ﬂ
published in Janata, the Socialist weekly from Bombay. All

copies of the offending issue were confiscated and the publica-
tion was Benned. The publisher, Mr, G. Be Se Chowdbamsy Mest 0 EANE
since been arrested. ¥ J
Since June, 1975, Mrs. Gandhi and her cohorts have been
denouncing the western press for its ™malicious propaganda,"
But, Mr. Chairman, please note: if a word of praise ammtas.
from any western source, it is immediately grabbed and made -
into a big news item, Exhibit No. 7, the recent letter from a
political prisocner detained at Tihar Jail, Delhi, illustrates
this point besides focusing attention upor the atrocious and !
inhumane conditicns of detention at that jall., Exhibit No. & *
1s one of many letters from the underground written by my ' ’3
husband which sketches the Indian scene as it was developing. I\
Exhibits 9 and 10, "The persecution of University gtudents and
Teachers" and "Torture of pPolitical priscners in India," were
prepared by the Lok Sanzharsha Samiti, New Dalh:!., India, and ,,i. =N
give details of how human rights are being Vi.ola'bed m!ndia. 3 i;,r :
Necessarily, my own Story must unfold within the :

framework of this dark and gloomy backdrop. EY a M'ﬂt
f_‘;]rp’ my hnshand, Genrze F‘r:m-mda's, eacapﬁd arrest ﬂhat tﬂt‘m "_,'.'.I I
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,,;gemteen—mmrh-old son, I round :cnﬁ:la'a-:' ar
~ place. Overtly, all appaaréd sfri‘.l.lnnd eﬁllh 4

..

was an all-pervasive panic reinforeuu w the

that surrounded everything, Absence of news m 1

shadows into lurkinz monsters.

the day. The cancer of fear as it zripped ths touns puﬁph_"
was a terrible thing to witness, as it knawed and ate its way

il TF

into the very vitals of society.

.-

i We, my husbond and I, had been bringing out an cpinion

- newsweekly entitled 'Praripaksha", meaning "The Dther Sidev, A
| ,_nn 2 :.-_a'-j.tice October 1972. George was the chief Editor, and I, l
" publisherManazer. In Jack Anderson style it had made exposes el
of many a skeleton in the Establishment cupboard. In September, f
1974, in a daring front-pagze article, we had charged that the V‘J
Indian Parliament was a den of thieves, deliberately inviting
contempt proceedinzs upon our publifation which ve hoped to use oy
as a lever to institute inguiries into certain scandals of : '
© zargantuan proporticns in which high-ranking menheru of th_q . ."“;*' '.;.:.-._.'!..
Govermment of India, inclucing the then Railuay Minister, '-'..,"' N
L. N. Misra, were closely involved. But realizing the

no proceedings were instituted azainst our publication de

its outrazeous effrontery.
However, two days affier the "Emerzency" and imposition o ':_ T
of press censorship, on Juns 28, 1975, the police sealed the '
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In mid-August, the poliee walked ':l.n
my husband ana to interrozate me. eloaa_

hide or leave the country, fear:[ng my am,'esﬁ'*
was not, T attribute to the premise that pmha’ﬁiy,
used as a decoy to lead them ‘to the biz catch. Hhﬂﬁm it
mizht have happened to me and my son had I lingered on. &
I say this keeping in mind the sad fate that has
befallen two of my brothers-in-law. Michael Fernandes, an

officer of the Indian Telephone Industries, Bangalore, was
arrested under MISA in December 1975. He belonged to no

political party but was an office-bearer of the trade union at
his factory. A far worse fate awaited annther b!'oﬁherninhiaws:'_ .,
Lawrence Fernandes, the detalls of which are to be found in
Exhibit No. 6. wWhat needs to be added is that Lawrence
Fernandes was not concerned with politics. He was a small
businessman, a bachelor lookinz after his aged parents. He got '_
_caught 1in the torture chains of the dictatorship in May ;ﬁ?ﬂ, Qrﬂ?
because he was Georze Fernandes! brother, Having f 11 1ec “ﬁ? ;
track down my husband despite a massive hunt rar ﬁfﬁ-"_ g
ten months, the police made Lawrence Fernandes avi
their gruesome torture techniques.
After reducinz Lawrence Fernandes to a pm:ha:i#

nervous wreck, he was put in jall under MISA. Soon thm _.ﬁ

(p.7.0.)




Home Ministry, and made two phone calls
sent one mailgram to the Indian Ambassador
requesting each time to be informed of my ﬁ:ﬁ:gﬁﬁh&‘i'ﬂ

~to my cable of inquiry to Mrs. Gandhi was prbtouﬂﬁl&*ﬂﬁ'ﬁﬁlﬁﬁgﬁ@
It stated: Ty

How can you not be aware of the activities of }
your husband who has for the past several months

been moving about instigating people to commit P 14,

acts of violence, subversion, sabotage and other 3 é
serious crimes prejudicial te public order and L |
security of the country. He was arrested in N

Caleutta on 10th June and is in legal custody
in conneetion with several criminal cases under S o
investization. He is in his normal health, b ¥
Allezation of torturs of his brother Lawrence g
Fernandes is totally false, baseless and

mischievous. Home Ministry, New Delhi. S

This reply disturbed me on several counts. The tone ) iy A

and language of the cable was meant Tc intimidate and daueralﬂﬂa :

It zave the impression that my husband was being tregted like

a criminal. T responded by askinz for =he=pat=1ﬂ“‘k£ﬁ e
against him, I have been repeating this request'in ﬁn& aal ok, . ; I.
comnunications with the Government of India — all to nn Al ol
My alarm and disquiet was intensified when I /
that from June 11 until June 22, George had been kept inpo ce '”_
custody and prevented from sleeping for ten successive days. "m“‘e

I was alsn informed hy my sources that on June 23 my hus band
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‘letter of August 26, 1976, urote that "family members are all

star’ced in Delhi. Whereas my husband wu-pmduuaﬁ

remand in police custody, he was not produced at any of the
hearings in July. No lawyer or relative was permitted to visit
him. Mr. Fernandes' lawyer allezed that he was being kept away

to put pressure on him and that he was being tortured with
electric shocks. The Indian Ambassador at Washington, in his

to see the detenues once a week ...." In late July, the Home

Ministry stated, I could write letters to my husband cfam e T
chief Secretary, Delhi Administration. g
But Mr. Chairman, Sir, the truth is that no relative
met my husband in Juie or ..iy. . am oo dumbfounded To react '. .i' .
to these communications. George was taken away from the :
jurisdiction of the Delhi sdministration on June 25 and taken
to Hissar Jail in Haryana State. I have not received a single
letter from him since his arrest, although he has stated in
his letter to another relative in India that he has written to
me and my son. There can be only one purpose in asking me %ﬂ_
write letters c/o The Delhi Apdministration — %o scrmma@&

censor. I have written just two lstters under these dis

circumstances, enclesinz many paintings of our two and one=ha

year old son, but perhaps they have not reached him.
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night, power
He 15 not zen

If these reports are all untrue, why than does Mrs.

hits government not welcome an open inquiry ? The raqquz

of Amnesty International, a world-wlde orzanization concerned |
with prisoners of conscience and respected for its neutrality ::
and objectivity, to inspect the conditions of such prisoners in _' o
Indian jails has been turned down, What can be the reason for >
not letting me, the wife, know my husband's place of detention 2 _'

wWhat can be the purpose of not lettinz me or, for that matter,
the Zeneral public know what Ths cliarzes arc azainst him 2 The
judiciary in India is emasculated, The legislatiure also is
about to strip itself of its sovereignity by permitting the

next two years. I am plagued by nigh'tmms and ques



- n _.--aﬁthantm:mism and rapmssim.
What is the law in India today ¢ Hherq 'Lﬂ 5
of law ? The coneept of equality hef‘ore the law has ﬁtm Egﬁ'ﬁﬂ"- + ‘
in the winds. Where was the reverence for law when the

A1lahabad High Court delivered its judgment on June 1;‘5.',- 1.9'?6,

setting aside Indira Gandhi's election and dahum-ing her from
AR holding public office for six years ? B a8
e When her lawyers obfained a 20-day stay order %h ;
- The Hish Courrt Judze, it vas on the plea that time was

to elect another leader for the Congress party and ansure' U.

sSmooth transitim. It was upon this reasonable request tlin‘i tha o

. Judze zranted the stay order. But we all lmow what happe.nad. 7

(- Instead of stepping down, Mrs. Candhi staged a cnnstituf-ioml
coup within 48 hours of the Supreme Court of I.:cia's gramdns

of a conditicnal stay order, .

In justifyinz the "Emergency", Indira Gandhl saﬁ, there =

was a sinister conspiracy to overthrow her government, W ; A5

evidence was produced to substantiate the charge, and the “‘ﬁm?’fj 3
conspirator", Jayaprakash Narayan, was hastily released in m !

November 1975, when be was almost at death's door, for Imt!! vi!

consequences in case he died in detention. Amongst the

countless others still kept in detention without trial is -

{

Morarji Desail, who was Deputy Prime Minister of India from 1964 it

until 1969. _'
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; lxndar H‘.Lsa was isstied, and who has recently obtained pnlitiaﬁl

asylum ia this country. The other is the noted Indian ecunnms‘l;.-,t-

Professor subramaniam Swamy, a member of the Rajya Sabha (Upper
House) of Parliament, pProfessor Swamy's criticism of Mrs. Gandhi's
government nver the past year has now resulted in a House

; — ¥, a8
Committee beinz set up to investi:ate his conduct and activities, ‘I-,',;ff

and fleeinz from justice ana lszal processes .... etc.” .
and finally, while those whn dare to disagree are hiﬁs L
CPT = il g U,

branded as traitors and enemies of The state, we observe tfho

19763

pid Mrs. Gandhi put many thousands in jail,
remrve freednu of speech and habeas corpus
and muzzle the press not just to preserve a
throne but to build a dynasty ? The answer
to that, after 11 months of one-mnther-one=- =
son rule, seems to be yes. -
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and move the zovernment of this great country to 5]
1 repeat once again, violation of human rights
be a matter of concern to everybody. The United s.t»'at&s_-_ is

celebratinz its Bicentemlial; The United Srates 1s a leader

4in the Free World. The United gtates must take &»?ﬁﬁnﬂ on

T
h

has a zreat responsibility to discharge under these cir
Thank you.




