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How to be a Dictator legally

ELECTIONS in India were yeter-
day put aff for another year, ihe
second posiponement since Indira
Gandhi declared o *'state of emerg-
ency™ in June [ast yeur. Meanwhile,
the government is consolidating ics
powers. DILIP HIRO ¢xamines
Mrs Gandhi's tightening grip on the
couniry.

MRS INDIRA Gandhi's Gov-
emment is now on the road 1o per-
menent dictatorship in [ndia, and
the Prime Minister imends w
achieve it by parliamentary means
With the passage through the lower
house of the Indian parlinment last

. of the blandly-titled Consti-

(#th amendment) Bill, Mrs

G i is giving herself the power

o end the democratic rule thai.

however falieringly, has existed in

India for the 29 years since in-
dependence,

But Mrs Gandhi denies this; she
claimsthe changes are “to meet the
changing needs of the people™.
Her Law Minmter says they are
aimed a1 “removing the stress and
strains to which those institutions

(Source: Sunday Times, October 31, 1978)

|of government] have become sub-
jected, particularly in their roke
with regard to measures for achicv-
Ing socio-economic revolution™

Yet examination of the Bil's
provisions explains why one of
India’s most respected lawyen said
fast wieek that it “aims a1 altenng o
destroying the basic structure of
the constitution™

The 59 amendments in the Bill
will:
*End the power of the courts to
rule on the validity of these or
future consniutional amendments
*Deprive courts of the power to
compel the executive 1o produce
documents (techmcally, the rules
framed by the executive in the
conduct of its business)
*Empawer Lhe president to amend
the constitution himsell, without
needing subsequent parliamentary
approval.
*Make the president expresshy
bound 1o act on the advice of hn
prime minister (robhing him of his
present discretion ),
* Autharise parliament 1o pass laws
for the prevention or prohibition of

a wide range of “anti-national™
activities.  including “‘creating
internal disturbances or disrupting
public services” (definitions so
wide 55 10 cover most iradivional
forms of Indian political sctiviry).
*Empower the central government
1o send forces into any of India’s 22
states without the invitation of that
saie’s government.

WHEN MRS GANDHI de-
clared a state of emergency in June
1975, banning 26 political groups
and arresting between 100,000 and
125,000 people (including 32 MPy),
she also suspended anicles in the
constilution guaraniceing “equal
protection of the lrws", protection
of “life and personal liberty™ and
prolection against “umwarranted
arrest and detention”

No evidence has ever been pro-
duced to support Mrs Gandhi's
claim that the emergency declars-
ticn was justified by “the deep and
widespread conspiracy that has
been brewing™. Bul with her politi-
cal opponents thus jaled or de-
moralised, the main opposition 1o
Mrs Gandhi has come from judges,

lawyers and the more courageous
wctions of the press. The new
constilutional amendmenty pro-
vide Mry Gandhi with the means to
shackhe even these remaining sour-
ces of dissent,

Detainges have been armested
under the Mainteoance of Internal
Secunity Act. (Piloting this through
parhament wn 1971, M Gandhi's
spakesman said that it would never
be used agsins political opponents
or trade unionits. Bul in 1574,
30,000 siriking railwaymen were
detained under the Act; and in
1975 it was used 10 pick up the
entire parliamentary opposition in
one Aorih-castem sate, So ity use
was scarcely unexpecied, |

But, afict the 1975 emeigency,
when 45 prominent politicians and
journalits challenged their deten-
tion in the courts, the judges insisl-
ed that the government must div-
ulge the grounds for their deten-
tion. When the government refus-
ed, the orders were usually quash-
ed

(Continued on Page 13)

Parody of a fair trial against back-drop of a

police state

Ananda Marga
Demo. Inside
Indian H.C.

ndon-Officials of the Indian

igh Commission qushed out of

their offices as shouts of “Down

with Indira Dictatorship, felease

Shri Shri Anandamurn and all

other political prisoners™ rent the
air of November 29,

Anandamurti convicted — Worldwide protest

The slogans were being raised
enthusiastically by some 20 English
members of the Ananda Marga 1o
whom fell the distinction of staging
the first-gver demonstration within
the precincts of the Indian High
Commission here singe the proc.
lamation of emergency on June 25,

T8
I(’Il'l"-u.ﬂ members of the group
handcuffed themelves 16 the door
They carried placards denouncing
emergency and demanding relcase

o bail of their spirinual leader Shn
P.R. Sarkar who on November 26,
was found guilty Py Sessions Coun
in Patna on charges of conspiracy
and sbement of murder of six
former defectors

Conungents of London Met.
ropoltan Police rushed w oo
request of the [ndian High Com
mission. Pobce also brought with
them devices 1o cul the handcutfs
Later they got the keya

Acharya Bharadwaj, Chairman

P.R. Sarkar Defence Commitiee
who was leading the demonstration
said that they would withdraw from
the High Commussion if the High
Commission agreed 1o felex their
demand to M Gandbi. A firm
Secretary of the High Commission
agreed to do that gpon which the
demonstraiors came out of the
High Commisiion

The letter addressed 10 High
Commissionesr B.K. Nehry con-

{Consinued on Page 13)
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Step by Step to Dictatorship

A Chronology of events
JAN 3
[ RV ——

ment 10 submit these demands and
others that called for the lifting of
the 1971 national emergency mea-
sures adopted during the India-
FPakistani war, political and econ-
omic ref and new electsons i

ber regime as a result of his involve-
meni in an import licence scandal,
JAN 11

Bupporling

an movement led by
Jayaprakash Narsyan The semt
had been held by the Congress
Party for more than 50 years
MARCH 2
Mirs Gamdhi dismisses Ninister.

Prime Minister Indirs Gandhi
March 2 had dismissed State Minis-
ser for Works and Housing Mohan
Dharia for publicly urgng ber to
open contacts with Narsyan, Dha-
ria said Bus sy gestion was unavosd-

people want and that i 3 dulogue
with the opposition,” especially
Narayan. Dbaria was among a
group of Congress Party leaders
who favoured avoidance of a con-
frontation with Narayan.
MARCH S

Narayas leads anti-government

prowest.

Some 100,000 persons marched
through New Delhi March & in an
anti-government  demonstraton
led by Jayaprakash Narayan,

Marsyan's native Bihar State.
MARCH 18

a constituency in the state in 1971,
The case was brought by Raj
Narain, a Socialist Party candidate
whom the prime minister had
defeated in the elections. He ac-
cused Mrs Gandhi of misusing the
services of her private secretary, a
government official, by naming
him her campaign manager, of
spending more money on the
campaign than the law permitied
and of wrongfully using religious
symbols 1o gain votes from the

jority Hindu ity. Mrs
Gandhi denied all charges.

1f convicied, the prime minister
could lose her parliament seai and
be barred from politis for six
years.
JUNE 12
Gandhi convicted of election law
violatioas

The judge in the political cor-
ruption trial of Prime Minister
Indira Gandhi heard testimony in
March and found ber guilty on
lune 12 of illegal practices in win-
ning her parliamentary seal in the
1971 election. Gandhi announced
through an aide that she would sp-
peal againu the conviction and did
not intend 1o Tesign

Justice Jagmohan Lal Sinha of
the High Court of Allahabad,
Gandhi’s home town i the state of
Utter Pradesh, found her guilty on
o counts of having violated elec-
tion laws in her batile for the parl-
iameniary seat in the Rac Baraili
constifuency. He said she had used
a government official, Yashpal
Kapooy, to head her campaign and
she had wied local officals and
policemen to ofgunse clecthon
rallics, (Kapoor, thens o member of
Gandhi's secretariat in New Delha,
had been first a servant and then
personal secretary to ber father,
Jawaharlal Nehro, India's firm
prime minister. )

Justice Sinha found Gandhi nor
guilty of exceeding the legal Bmit
on ¥ X and mmprop-

whose anti-corruption mor
served a3 an umbrells for the op-
position.

Speaking to a gathering near the
Parhiament building, Narayan saxd
“There is corruption all around,
mismanagement, poverty, dliter-
scy.” He pledged a pationwide
“month-long agitation™ o press
demands for the ouster of cormupt
ministers, an overhaul i the edu-
cation fystem and an susieniy

program.
A delegation led by MNarayan
went (o the lower bouse of Parhs-

er use of religious symbols, and he
said he did not consider her use of
military aircraft for election travel
s cormupt practice. He barred her
from holdimg public office for s
years, ofdered her (o pay oourn
costy and granted bher 20 dayy ia
which 10 lodge an sppeal with the
Supreme Cour,

Gandhi received s letter June 12
from Devakant Barooan, pres
ident of ber Congress Party, urging
her to remain in office “in view
the immense faith and confidence

JUNE 14
Drive to oust Gandhi.

The Old Congress Party and
other "
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paign
newsmen in {ront of the Presd
tal Palace in New Delhi, where
they were saging & protest against
the prime minsicr.
JUNE 24
Court ruling bars Gandhi,

The Indian Supreme Court June
24 ruled that Frime Minister Gand-
b1 was entitled to remain in office
pending the tribunal’s considers-
tion of her appeal of her comviction
by the High Court of Allahabad on
charges of elecioral corruption, but
deprived her of her right to vote in
parliament. The tnbunal also
temporarily barred Gandhi from
participating 0 parlismentary
proceedings and from receiving her

bad, capital of Gujarat State. The
right-wing Jan Sangh Pary init-
ated o general strike in anofher

of “the deep and widespread

spiracy whoch has been

ever since 1 began

certain ve measures of
benefit 10 common man and

salary as a Parl b
JUNE 26
Internal threat cited.

India declared & nationwide
emergency June 26 and carried out
3 widesp § roundeup of political
leaders opposed o Prime Minmter
Indiras Gandhi and of other invol-
ved in anti-government demon-
strations and violence. The crisis
was precipiiated by Gandhs s con-
viction on charges of election frand
and an opposiions Campaign 1o
drive her from office.

A won msucd by Pres-
ident Fakhruddin Al Ahmed
declared “that & grave emergency
exists whereby the security of Indis
is threatened by miernal disnerban-
cet” Press censorship was impos-
ed. The proclamation, which
required  parlamentary approval
within two months, also suthorised
the government to suspend court
proceedings  wegarding  enforce-
ment of civil ngbts and to condoct
mubiary operations 10 mainizin

publ order




iﬁp by Step to Dictatorship

Stale Asmembly were suspended
from the party for & “gross breach
of discipline.

JUNE 28
Press rules tightened.

The Indian government, citing
danger 1o its “security and stabil-
ity during the current crisis, im-

earlier in the day. The guidelmes,
which had gone into effect June 26,
barred the publication of ramours,
the reproduction of obj ik
matier in any Indian or foreign
newspaper, and the printing of any

1n the wake of the national emet-
gency imposed June 26, more anti-
government demOnsiralors were
arrested, the government imposed
further restrictions on individeals”
freedoms, including a tightening of
press censorship, and introduced
economic reforms in what cnuc
said was an atiempt to draw arten-
tion away from the political crisis.

JUNE 3
Washi Poud cormesp

The governmeni June 30 order-
ed the expulsion of Washington
Post correspondent Lewis M.
Simons and gave him 24 hours ©
jeave the country. Simons said he
had been told by a government
official that he was being ejected

for an aricle be had
dupllchcd.iumm.li-ldlnhl'm
censorship, in which he reported
that Indian army officers “are
known i be annoyed over the
refusal of Prime Minister Indira
Gandhi to resign from office ™ afier

toral commuption. Simons said be
was abo ol he had rehsed 1o
“me
JuLy2

Press curts tightened.

The press ‘curbs had been de-
mounced al a secret meeting of 100
lawyers in Gujarat state July 5,
Because of its censarship rulcs, the
government had forfeited “its
claim to be democratic,” the state-
ment said.

JULY 4
Oppasition parties banned.

The Indian government July 4
banned 26 ition parties and
allied groups in a further action
aimed at crushing anii-government
activities, The major national
partics were not affected. The

Jyacks

Ofgar "
rightist and leftist parties, were
accused by the govermnmeni of
“indulging in activitics prejudicial
to internal security, public safety
and maintenance of public order.”

Among groups declarcd illegal:
the Rashtiya Swayamsevak Sangh,
the cultural wing of the rightist
Hindu militant Jan Sangh (the Jan
Sangh itsell was not banmed); the
Anand Marg, a sect of Hindu
fanatics, which had long been
condemned by the government s
subversve and criminal; the Nax-
alitses, a pro-Maowst Lommunis:
Party, which was largely 3 terrorist
organisalion based in northesstern
India; and the Jamast--lslami, a
Moglem  exiemisi  OTganBation
that was pro-Pakitani.

Addresing a group of suppor-
ers July 4. Prime Munister lndira
Gandhi again expressed hope that
the emergency rule she had order-
ed would be only “a lemporary
phase. [ am proud of democracy in
the coantry, and want to see gt
strong.”

JULY §
Gandhi gathers suppoit-

Several of the country's top
labour leaders assured Gandhi of
workers” at a meeting with the
prime minister July 5. She told the
gathering that, “the present oppor-
tuniry should be used for i ing

Foreign press curts tightened

The Indian government July 21
issucd @ pew sct of rules furiher
restricting the activities ol loreign
correspondents in the country. At
the same time the government
dropped the previous regulation
censoring pews articles before they
were filed from India and instead
required newimes 1o submit copies
of their dispatches 1o the govern-
ment censor after they had been
sent abroad.
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production and 1o EmPrOVE sErvice
to the people.” “This is not the
time, " Gandhi said, fof “any strike
of go-slow.™

Gandhi's assumption of sweep-

published material that it had been  JULY 23
mp.wm;;ﬂml_ g thould be  Easergency lew mpatendes court
prate the mﬂh;iMi m'mpz The lower house of the Indian
Parli July 23 2
i O p— P bt s
e should Bt ment putting the current staie of
e pabiivbad. (i & spuiny T8 gency abore in the
New Delhi July 21, the New York  courts and suthorisi o
Times published the text of the  ident 10 procisim any sumber of
guidelines.) cmerpencics. The apper homse
Three foreign approved the measure July 14 by &
were expelled from India for refus- 1640 mw“
ing 1o sign pledges 10 abidé by the  contimued cenet of bail
povstom prenmmatip WS RS
rejecting 8 government
permitting them (o remain if they (Continurd on Fage 1)
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Step by Step to Dictatorship

(Continued from Page 3)
JULY 25 ments changing the clecioral law
Crackdown contismes. staied that the alierations “shall
The government crackdown on  have retrospective operation so &
disidents continued with the arrest 10 #pply 10 any clection beld before
July 28 of Kuldip Nayar, a pr he of this sct, in
ent journalist, on charge of being & of which appeal from any
threat 1o internal security. 4 is pending belore the Sup-
senior editor of the Indian Express,  reme Court.”
the country’s largest English- The new law stated that the work
. and a corres-  done on an election campaign by
pondent of the London Times, was  civil servants as part of their official
scized at his home. duties would no longer be conid-
A ¥ Inter I reported  ered p nw..' the did
July 29 that 6,229 persons had been election. would revene @
i under the emergency rube court ruling that the prime minister
as of July 18. had wrongfully used civil servants
JULY 26 t0 build rostrums and set up loud-
Antd H peaker systems during her clec-

Anti government demonsira-
tions were held throughout Gujs-
rat State July 26 in defiance of the
emergency law that prohibited
such rallies. At one of the gather-
ings, Chief Minister Babubhai Pat-
¢l addressed a crowd of 10,000 in

, the capital, and
vowed to wage a continued camp-
aign against Prime Minister Indim
Gandhi's authortanian govern-
ment  “until ouwr [fundamental

that most had been released soon
after detention.

AUG 4

60,000 reporied beld.

One of the constifutional amend-

ton campaign,
Another amendmeni had the
cfiect of nullifying the second

count of the prime & Con-
viction, Thal a senior civil servant
was employed as ber campaign
manager before his  resignati
from the government. Under the
new ruling, a court would be re-
quired 1o accept the resignation
date given by the government.
During Mrs Gandhi's trial, the
eourt had refused to sccept the
government position, saying it did
not believe some of the prime
minister's witnesses.

The mandatory penalty barring
the prime minister from elective
office for election law violations
was reversed by another amend-
menf, which gave the president
power to decide whether a convic-
ted official should be deprived of
office for that period.

Law Minister Hari Ramach-
andra Gokhale had cxplained in
the lower house Aug 5 thai the
ncw il “seeks o remove loop-
holes™ in the current law, “I1 is not
introduced for the benefit of any
wngle individual, and i any in-
dividual benefits from it, that does
not effect the menits of the kegs-
lation. ™

India’s strict cemsorship rules
permitied newspapers Aug. S o
p:blilih only a few hines on

cause and unwarrani-
ed harassment.”

AUG. 8

Congress Party custs Dharis.

Mohan Dharia was ousted Aug.
§ from the Congress Party for 10
years because of ant-party activi-
twes. The sole parliameniary critic
af the law that had clearod Prime
Minister Gandhi of election abus-
es, Dharia had been suspended
from party membership in lune
and his case was referred io the
party disciplinary commitee,
which ruled on his expulsion

affirmed her decision to suspend
trials of arrested dissenters in an
interview broadcast Aug. 24. She
said: “Court cases go on for years
and years and it's very difficult 1o
prove anything Whal we have
done in & large number of cases is
preventive detention because we
had information that & crime was
being ereated which would lead to
Y -

measure, and no mention of the SEFT 12

ADG. 7 A New Delhi high court Sept. 22
- upheld the right of the Press Coun-

waf—ﬂ" al of India, a quasi-judicial watch-

A const ] el u‘me.a.r

designed to free Prime Minister
Indira Gandhi from her conviction
on charges of corrupt election prac-
tices was approved by the upper
house of Parliament Aug. 7 by a
336-0 voue and by the lower bouse
Aug. § by a 161-0 vote. The mes-
sure was ratified by a majority of
the 22 staic assembiics Aug. 9 and
signed into law Aug. 10 by Pres-
wdent Fakhruddin Ak Ahmend.
The legalation prohibited law-
sutis challeaging the election of the
prime minister, president, vice-
president and house speaker. It
stated that current challenges o
clection of a prime minister should
be deemed never to have taken
place, and that any coun judge-

hit publisher, K.K. Birla. The
court rejecied Birla's objections to
council intervention in the case,
but did not rule on his right to fire
Verghese, which he did on Sep. 23,

Minster Indira Gandhi. Birts was
;.puu"-jc:'lrnlhohh:mlﬂ.m
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revie NECERATY COTective
action taken,” the statement said.

Haripada Bharat of te lan Saogh
Party and Shishla Dhara of
Bharatiya Lik Dal Party.

SEFT 26
U5, newsman ordered expelled,

enl Jacques Ledlie wad ondered
capelled from India Sep, 26 for
“repeated violations™ of the coan-
try's self-censorship code. He was
gpiven 24 hours fo leave,

The Indian Government had
chastised Leslie in recent woeks for
his reports on the activities and
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said several polit-
referred 1o political
A ety Cana | it oy oy ey ke, D s, s s o
Foreign Minister Yeshwanzgo ~ NOV-7 tionable, ing i AR B of
Bawantrso Chavas said Scpt, 25 C0urt reverse Gundbi decision. press coverage of Parliament and UWIIwm
that his country’s state of cmer-  _ Thelndian Supreme Court Now,  200lishing the Press Councll, the  amental right
Eeacy was misundersiood in the 1, % reversed semi-official body simed at prom- [/
us, o ~derid” aadd Indira Gandhi's convie-  OUnE higher standards ol pourn- i
slated™ inthe “Western 08 0n two clectoral offences Jupe  MSM- The thive executives ordin.  Former Gandhd akde arrested.
media."” ing 1o & New York 12 in the lower - ances were approved by the cabin- Mohan Dharia, dismissed in
ing of the Asock o itted during her 1971 cam. T 37 ugned by Presideny Fak.  Morch s state ministes for work
Indians in America, Chevan waid,  P2iEn foc Parfiament. The lower ”#MM ;‘mh-‘m-wn"‘"
sullercd & demise in India, but s 1fOm elective office for 6 yearsalo 08 of Pub of o pan of the
more living and throbbing than %% quashed. tionsble Material,” was b g7
mﬁhg-ﬂ Minister  Gandhi -:hlﬂhh—d“m':u ?m‘fiﬁﬁh’lw- Dharia sad the h“;:
had on the Lo
mmwu case, but rather on the election law ;;P‘““""'IM"W”T‘; WH?:‘H
reporting” of cvests imlodie, "y August that i effectearsd ey lication of any malerial “kely to :ﬂlb"-m:-hm'
doubts and fears are confimed by O ber June 12 conviction. e e s
the behaviour of importsnt sec. _ The prime minister's opp e 2 B e
thons of the Western press, tele. 0 the 1971 clection who had files 5T —-—-mﬂ
vision and radio,” sthe said. charges against her, Raj Narain, umw:bmu“'unw'w: oo hi
OCT. 1t had asked the Supreme Court to il FRTERS TSI Bamergency rule exiemded.
}ra:ﬂdﬂﬁﬂm m“lh‘h;mdlhlkm met iy, ‘eORstrorive DRnT, " mkauum
18 amending the Incmai O 10 aher the election laws he M coavention in Chandigarh exten-
retort andthat' the Under the new press restric-
Secutity Acl, the government was velY, 3 ; change oo the sion of the state of emergency
10 longer required to disclose to interfered with the “basic struc- e SOTCTRON W June 26 and a year's post-
anyooe, including the fudiciary, ture” of the Constitution, Narain  Fo0 to demand cash boods  Lonement of national cleciions
I (e b A, e e oy L, PR 4 e chodod o
Cher the at The Srta o law was logal bocase st lean 24 uito0t 24 FEpmbG for pub
made retrospective o June 29 o T Arhament membens had been in ta nuumu;;h 1976 JAN.
keep already § d :{ﬂuﬂ:rt&:empmymm p.:mmd.i:l‘.:‘;::bnﬂquhp: mseﬂw
-3 : i tion was o
ot S R T T T R AT
the imposition of a sational emer.  COU Y 8.5-3 vote nullified part of B e v
gency June 26, was connected with :r::.tpmﬂ mml;:n:mul s, m_.-_h apeanl:u-nl:nlﬂ Sw
y parliament in =
e ey rmae  Augost that divested the courts o India’s vewly coacted laws SRS SO OO P e
detaiped ,,,‘,.,ﬁ'm_’ powe to adjudicate the election of ing furtber resictions ontbe Ak O T
sons were given lor his imprison- the prime minister, This ruling preas were agsallod by the counrry's WJUH?‘IMM
w Narsia's contention that  Stwipapen, it was reported < elections scheduled for
“w"‘sﬂﬂiumm violated the basic spirit of the  With government officials urging H-dllmmhd
Calcutta home Oct. 6 under the  COmtIon. e g areiun g i lioo? adtrson S Gt
Internal Security Act. No reasons. - Ministry" 1
for his detention were given. Gavernment parcies Narsysn. o ol e that i Mot of the apposiion bayeot
Ocml-h'- anpmmu“mjﬁ;““ its own and the country’s interest, or i ammn"mi,&’
restored. the should reconsad- R
lndian government Oct. 9 Nov. 12 becaune of il heath. Nars- b bt o ruddin Ali Abmed spoke. After his
communications in the Y% 73, Arrested with othet A0 g Finunce Express said, “This  Socraw, o which be outlned fhe
dissidents at the stan " povernment’s  program new
D;mm:u!:dll.lnmdﬁﬂ i s i is & case in which the sccused has assitance for the poor, 8 mere
1nwmﬂuua_1.vl|||:hnhdmue_d 2% w“m"’u’ * been senienced withoul being
Qct. 1 for violation of censorship mmnmpinibrmdlh‘mum“‘ given reasonable chance 0 vindi- M"‘m'"“w' paimg. i Syt
Tules. caie himsclf. e

1n further action against Reot-
ers, the Government Oct. § cut the
news service's international news

Chrarch group makes rights appeal.

Prime Minisier Indira Gandh:
had becn urged by the World
Council of Churches to “restore
the democrafic rights of the peopic
for free expression,” the Counail
announced in Geneva Oet. I3, The
appeal, contained in a letter from

ral secretary Dr. Philip Ponter,
expressed “distress” over the jail-
ing of political figures without rial,
asseriing that the governments
EMEFEEncy pPowers constituted 2
“yery scrious  abridgement of
human rights.”

The prime minister had defend-
edl the state of cmergency Oct. 4 s
being “in the correct order of
prioritics” a8 contained in the
Comstitution. The charter's pre-
amble mentioned social and eco-
omic justice first and then only

in Chandigart, 150 miles north of
New Delhi. The government an-
nouncement did not give ihe terms
of Narayan's parole. His political
associstes said he had been freed 1o
TecEive treatment.

NOV. 16
Emergency powers widened.

A presidential decree Nov. 16
provided for the rearrest of & per-
son on the same charges at the end
of 3 period of detention or even
after being released by the couns
or government. Heretofore, legal
experts had held that once apenvon
was refeased under the Mainten-
ance of Internal Secunty A, it
was mot possible w0 detan him
again oo the same charges. The
extension of the emergency armest
powens was the fourth time the
security act was emended gince its
imposition June 26.

DEC. 8
Press censorvhip widened.

The government Dec. 8 tight-

ened control over the pres, pro-

eriticiam,” might abuse the sat- 7
utey Free sprech, other rights
prc 1 i
K-alulihg s oy, pres: mww
Sanjay Gandhi, youngest son of "0 e 19 of he Comstitation:
Prime Minister Indira Gandhi, was oo L of Speech; freedom of
appointed Dec, 1010 the e L s form semotie-
committee of the ruling Congrem 0y and nbowur wmions; the right
Party’s youth wing. o mave frecly throughout [adis
DEC 15 and to live in any pan of e coun-
Gavernmenst attacks rights. try; the right 10 cwn property; and
Attomey Gen. Niren De ap- ;rﬁnnp-u-rpnﬁ-ﬁm
before the Supreme Court or
Dec. 15 to seck mmpension of all The order signed by President
habeus corpus actions by prisoneny Fakhroddin Al Ahmed also bar-
to thwart their right to challenge  red appeals 1o the courts to enforee
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of Man 10 become involved
. to despaich an observer 1o the

manipulated by some 30 as o
destroy the cedibility of Anands
Marga and disillusion its followers.

Finally, considerable concern
has been shown contnuously.
especally smong Margs, over the
state of health of Mr Sarkar. In-
deed, after a supposed attempt oo
hus life, on February 12th. 1973, be

day, maore than three years fater,
and renders it physscally and men-
tally impossible for Mr Sarkar 10
anend the procecdings. He ::-n

from casy.

11 — HISTORY OF ANANDA
MARGA AND TS
RELATIONSHIF WITH THE
INDIAN AUTHO!

Marga movement itself and of the
increasing hostility towards i of
the Indian authorities

The movement was founded in
Bihar in 1955 by Mr Prabhat Ran-
jan Sarkar, who was then employ-
ed &8 & railwey scoountant. Ju
describes itself as “an organisation
mmll;AmndlMu'p(m:
Paih of Bhsa), & synthesa of trad-
itional Tantric and yogic practices
with & carefully planned program-
me of service and social reform™
Mr Wilham T. Wells, Q.C., the
British barrister who viited [ndia
in the spring of 1974 a1 the behest
of the International Committee o
Obueain Justice for Shrii Shrii An-
andamurti, in his repon spoke of
its “rwin objectives of individual
regeneration  through  spinitual
practices. and of Wberating wnd
purifying the socety, and ultim-
ately of creating a world govern-
men! by substituting rule by moral-
ists for the cormupt rule, as be saw
it, of the government around him™,

The religious and social tenety of
Ananda Marga were cvidently
quite_sppealing 1o many poople
and the movement spread 10 var-

nal Observer Reports

ious parts of India where it even-
tually

infiltration of government circles
obviously also disturbed the avtho-
rities. Henee, in 1969, the author-
ines, on the ground that Ananda
Marga was a political party ofgan-
isation, unsucessfully attemp-
ted po prohibit avil servants
from membemship in the move
ment. In lact, not only the govern-
ment, bui various other eloments
in Indsa opposed Ananda Marga. It

; Margs
made no secret of s formidable
array of encmies and in ooe pam-
phlet even boasted:

“Comservative Himdus

but better knosm & Madbavan
-ﬁ.uh:‘hl e
retary of the V.5.5. and close 1o My
Sarkar, Four

several di Marga
followerns and My Sarkar
and others in these Killings s well

against Anandamurti's prog-
ramme o sbolish the caste sys-
tem; prosperous businessmen
and landowners felt threatened
bry his socialistic ideals; and most
; g fowy

his organisation eroding their
base among, the poor and among
disaffected intellectuals, The
Communist Party of India (CPI,
the pro-Sovielr bloc) was an
i factor v Mn Gand-
hi's rising power, aod it was pot
adverse to contribuling its power

Anands
Marga. Anandamurt has accus-
ed the Soviet KGB of organising
much of the anti- Ananda Marga
sctivity; recemly, the Sowvier
press carried articles d i

When asked laicr why he had
waited in cusiody four and a hall
months belore finally confessing,
he explained that he had ot 1
the Bihar aboul these crimes
hecaiing did pot trusi ihem;
many of them were members of
Ananda Marga; he only felt con-
fident enough tw implicate himself
and Mr Sarkar when in the hands of
the C.B.1.

Al the end of December 1971,

murders, In the meantime, Mad-
havanands had been pardoned lor

Ananda Marga and calling for its

abolition not only in India, but

throughout the world. ™

One objection to Ananda Marga
which has surfaced time and again
i its insistence on & socicty led by
maralise o "wdvipria’. According
o Ananda Margs, only the “mar.
ally strong and selfless individuals™
are entitied o govern socety. This
has led its critecs to assert that the
movement is basically anti-demio-
cratic and secks to establish &
fascisi-unged dictatorship.

The Indian government event-

his p P in these same
crimes. Under Indian law, the
testimony of an accomplice such as
Madhavanands appafently
only be received i he has first
pardoned and no Jooger faces
prosecution for his crime.

1t was not antil 260h of June 1972
that Mr Sarkar and his four oo
sccused were formally charged As
we shall see in ihe next chapter, it
ok almaost two snd & half years for
all the prefiminary and commirtal
hearings to terminate sod for the
actaal trial o begin. In the moan-
time, the official campaign against
Ananda Marga semed 1o incresse
in ferocity., Eventually, when the
State of Emergency was proclaim-
ed by Prime Minister [ndira Ganhi
on June 26th, 1975, and all civil
libertics were q:_ndld. many




International Obseryer Reports
is ironic thai the only country
where it is protibited the. 1t began 0a December 2md,
:rm:‘_“m s that where |m.umru.niuumt:
SAMISIDRYOF“%" there are po junes in criminal
E:;‘D“l::l; Before revi the course of
Arrest committal hn;hi:ni:puuubuk
‘This hul:rH and political Mr Sarkar, in the course of the pre-
mfuﬂyrhemd;mﬂ:hl!' charges, H-mu g
jan Sarkar and ithe b-hhh nu: s
the It should also
uli’slr::hd.RuMbu?nnul mdmu::mr,mm
arrest on charges 1o s Tapesh
relating to the murder of mm- M.u;-hmm

Mukherjee and Pavitra Kumar
Roy. Sarveshvaranands and Sar-
yananda face the same charges as
Mr Sarkar while the remaining two
are sccused of the actual murders.

was subjected to nine days of cross-

examination. All accused, includ-

ing Mr Sarkar, testified and denied

the charges. The presiding magis-

trate, even though noung that

there were “several probabilities of
o of the def

and and Amuliya Kumar. Charges
in relation fo the other alleged kifl-
ings are cither pending or have not
yet been laid, confronting ihe
accused with the incvitable but
ominous prospect of facing a fur-
ther series of trials whether or not
they are scquitted in this case.

The prosecution began its evid-
ence with its star witness, Madhav-
anda, who repeated his story, and
again claimed to have acted under
the orders of Mr Sarkar. He again
admitted participating in eighteen
actual murders between July 1970
and March 1971 and added that he
had intended, or planned, to com-
mit another fiftv,

In cross-examination, Madhay-
ananda acknowledged that he had
been pardoned only for the six
murders mentioned in the current
prosecution and that he was awaii-
ing trial on the others. He admirted
knowing that he might be hanged
for these other murders and said:
“} am prepared 10 be hanged if the
law desires.” Despite a very
lengthy cross-examination, he

o I

establish “through militant revols- »,
e e w:h:hnu:ah
nlatw ruled by moralists. caland had participated in the 1967
o added that o general election (in which be him-
M-"M Sarkar moralise sell was & candidate) and in the
;nn_ who blindly followed 1969 mid-term clections. He des-
I’h"*ﬂm”h cribed the Proutist Block of India
sacrifice™. He also stated as some (P.B.L), st up in 1969, as ithe
mmi{ill.llhnlﬁ Wuﬁdwuh
SII'hrd be ctivities of Ananda Mar-
ation of Lord Shiva and of Lord According 1o the wilnes,
Buddha. He smerted that ooe Bl got i money from the
Sambohansnd had told him in  Ananda Marga rehef funds. [l was
August 1970 that the killings had  controlled by Sarkar.
taken place ander Mr Sarkar's Il‘-lh'n!!pdmﬂwl-m
order. This piece of heanay evid. even relevant o
ence is characteristic of much of the dm-ﬁmw-‘:—
Ona,.a'mm_- ::: -m' - m:
ad 10 May 3rd due 1o the b

anand, was reported as iestifying
for the prosecunon that Mr Sarkar

had aimed at capturing political whether
m_"mum‘ m‘; b ashed i m:n:rn

iceved through S5 ders or did perpetrate these kill-
whose sale function, according 10 jngs. It is also somewhat difficult 1o
him, was a:::ﬂln; arms and the in
ammunition and protecting of eriminal case of testimon
da Marga activities. He further g the effect that a particular

Dev Nath, alias Krishnanand, tesi-

5 ] case w  whether

ified on May 30th that Mr Sarkar  conspired dissente

had told him that the killings of the heth h:’h:? at '"?"“
cots was justified  or fancied himself 1o be a divine

as they were police agents, mem-  (eincarnation! e

bers of the Marist wing of the Many more witnesses for the

Ananda Marga and leaking out
ﬁwmmuthm

Further examples of this type of

steadiast]

ble hearsay evid can

y g it

i or tendering fabricated
In the midst of his cvidence, on
January 19th, 1976, at the request
of the defence and over the pros-

s obj the trial wak

ete.” of the prosecution, stated
that the law did ot require at this
stage the prosecution to prove is
case beyond shadow of doubt. He
ruled that a sufficient prima facic
case had been made out 1o justify
committal 1o trial.

The defence attacked this com-
mittal order, Nine months later, on
August 22nd, 1972, it was quashed
by the Patna High Court because
Madhavananda's pardon — as we
have scen, the legal prerequisite
to the validity of the testimony of
an accomplice — was improperty
gramed. However, the scoused
were kept in jail and this technical
defect was cured by the granting of
a new and valid pardon in January
1974. New committal beanngs
began in June 1975 and continued
antil December of that year. The
accused were then commifticd to
itrial OnCe more.

{b) The trial itseli

As was pointed out hereinabove.
the trial is still in progress and has
heen going on in somewhal desul-
tory fashion for almost eight mon-

adjourned 1o February 2nd, in
order to allow the defence to ob-
tain  government PermisHon 10

their defence. All the Anands
Marga assets have been seized and
contrbutions from abroad are not
permitted by the Inchan authon-

one month, o March 2dth, in
response 1o the sccused's renewed
petition praying for time to raise
moncy for legal fees. Judge Singh
added that it would be the lasi
sdjournment and that if neceseary
he would name couri-appointed
lawyers to represent the accused

We will return to this subject m
the next Chapter.

The trial resumed on March
241h, 1976 and on the 31si another
k thon witness, Sarkar's
private secretary, Vishokanand,
was quoted a5 testifying that Mr
Sarkar had expressed the desire 1o

be found in the testimony of Mr
Sarkar's wife, Uma, alias Marga
Mata, and of (he former Ananda
Marga worker, Anil Kumar Sar-
kar, aliss Amrendra Kumar. M
Sarkar, who surprisingly was called
to testify sgainst her hushand,
reportedly told the court that she
“was convinced™ on the strength of
whai had been 1old her by Vishok-
anand — mere speculation wrap-
ped in double hearsay! — that her
husband had ordered the killings of
the defecting awadhoots. How-
cver, she admitied that when she
asked her husband about the mur-
ders, he denied any involvement.
As for Amrendra Kumar, he is said
to have testified on July 3rd, that

wefe
December 15975 by the Ministry of
A s of

appeat
ing 1o implicate the accused direct-
Iy that of Madhavananda.

Al this stage, it is impossible to
predict which witnesses, if any, the
accused will call, and what will be
the outcome of this very long trial,
In fact, we will see in the next

Informatson amd &
the Government of India, While
towards Anands Marga, he des-
cribed its leader a3 @ “perverted

-
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The couri-app

ap
dels lawyers — s unac-

ble in this type of case. If the

=
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Iy - wanty 1o avoid
— state of affairs but  the accusation of irying to stifle the
should be no reason 1o single 0wt defence starvation, it should
the Sarkar trial for particular erit-  cuher release sokely for defence
s, purposes sulficient quantities of
It might also be noted that the  the confiscated Anands Marga
lawyer leading for the prosccution, awcis, or permit under similar
Mr Prem Shankar Gupta, expres-  control the payment of lawyers
sed foreetully to the from sources abroad, There s
the view that the tnal would have really no justification for the pre-
long since been finkhea had it not senl tuaton which smacks of

faith.

On the other hand the under-
signed has been assured by defence
counsel themselves that there was
no real ground for the fear expres-
sed in some circles that if they

kely thal its participants
would be found to be of sterling  strategy, there is no evidence of
character. As is to be expected lays Pl pe
P in ds during the penod between the
nspuracies are by prist in December 1971
ine individuals. and the formal charges in June
IV — FINDINGS 1972) which are imputable o the
The object of the undersigned’s  proseculion. 1f anything, the pros-
mandate was to determine whether ~ £CULOD sccms most anxious (o

(a) Were there excesaive delays in
bringing the accused 1o trial?

(b) 1sthe sccused’s right fo instruct
freely counsel of his choice

terminate the case. However, with
hearings which sometimes [asi less
than one hour a day and with

continued Lo represent the scoused
vithout fee they might face arvest
- b

A g

¢ A
Although under the present Emer-
gency Rules n India, it is difficult
to predict who might be detained as
allegedly endangenng the security
of the state, most deflence lawyers
scem to feel that as long as they
wn!inc their role to the purely

be rash to expeci a speedy conclu-
sion of the case.
(b) RIGHT TO INSTRUCT
COUNSEL FREELY

One lear which was expressed in
the West in connection with the
defence was that there was undue
interfercnce with the confidential

ications between del

by lack of free and confidential
O MU CEion between
lawyer and chent?
{c) Is the inal being conducted
1o scceptable and
remsonable rules of justice?

counsel and thewr cliens. Both
from personal observation and
from conversations wiih two senior
defence  anorneys, Nageshawnr
Prasad and B.K. Bancrjee, the
undersigned has concluded thai the
d have reasonably free amnd

(d) Is it possible, in the p
i context of India, for
theaccused to have a fair trial?
These questions will be dealt
with ane by one in this Chapter.
(a) DELAYS IN BRINGING
THE ACCUSED TO TRIAL

There 6 no doobt that the pro-
tracted procecdings in the present
case CTeale & very oncroas burden
on the accused and on defence
counscl. It 5 abo quite probable
that in other countmes, whether
they have the same Britah-bascd
system of criminal justice of not,
the same procecdings could have
been concladed more rapsdly. But
both from an examination of the
records and from personal obser-
vation, it would be difficult to
argue that, given all the arcum-
stances  (and in particular the
hunger strike of Mr Sarkar, and
slower processes of justice in India,
and the very considerable lamitude
allowed by the trial judge in their
examination 1o both prosecution
and defence counsel) the delays
were deliberate, or designed o
damage the defence, or such as 10
cause an injuslice.

Admittedly, the prolonged de-
tention of the accused without bail
constitutes a heavy hardship for
them but it i not unusual in equiva-
lem: or even more progressive
systems of justice for cnminal tnak

;mmhﬂll access 1o thelr law-
yers, both in prison and in court. In
jprison, the lawycn can meet the
accused privately although under
wisual surveillance, This & not
wmusual. As for the courtroom, the
actused are not shackled and scem
10 be able 1o roam freely from the
box 1o the defence table tospeak io
counsel, exchange documents, and

P | function of providing
the accused with the bewt defence
admissible under the law, they do
not face persomal risks. Judging
from their encrgenc conduct in
court and their biting cross-exam-
inations, they do not appear per-
sonally intimidated.

But this equanimity may result
more from their own moral stren-
gth than from the abscnce of real
danger.

On the other hand there i linle
doubt that Ananda Marga's de-
fence counsel are watched and
followed. Some observers in India
say they owe thetr immunity to the
eminence of Messs Prasad and
Banerjee who are among the
country's semor practitioners, But
the uncernainty adds 10 the pres
sure on the defence
() RULES OF EVIDENCE AND
CONDUCT OF THE TRIAL.

The trial appears (o be conduc-
ted generally in accordance with
Brtish rules of evidence. Witnes-
ses are called by the prosecution
and are then subject 1o thorough
defence  crom-cxamination. Pre-

are no funds available 1o pay for
the expenses (e indmpensable
copics of tramcnpts and docu-
menis) and fees of defence coun-
sel. In such prolonged procoedimgs
and of which the end s not even in
wught this b particularly grave. As
we saw, the trial was imterrupted
rwice 10 permit the defence to try
and ramse funds. Formal and in-
formal atiempts to persuade the
Inthan suthorities W allow foreign
sympathisers of Ananda Marga 1o
contnbute funds 1o the defence
have met with complete official
inaction

This places an intolerable bur-
den on the defence bench, and
particularly on the two very senior
counsel representing the sccused

bly the same principle applicy
1o witnesses called by the defence.
Judge Singh scems (airly liberal
and objective in his handling of
objections. The delence appears o
enjoy the fullest latitude n cross-
cuamination of prosecution witnes-
scs, The relationship between
prosccution and defence counsel B
courteous and in fact they sit
together on the same bench facing
the judge. [ senior defe 1

trial to attack al every opporunity
the maotivations and conduet of
Ananda Marga and of P.R, Sarkar.
Reading the Indian press and
official comments about Al p
Marga, as well as listening to
of the witnesses called by the
prosecution, one cannot avoid the
conclusion that &
witchhunt  has  been  imiftuted
against an sasociated with
Ananda Marga, Mothing favour
able to Ananda Marga scems to be
permitted 1o appear in the pres.
In this connection, it is highly
significant that on January 29h,
1976 the State Censar issved &
confidential Order No. BC/LTS
PAT addressed 1o all accrodited
correspondents r:prntﬂ:: In-
dian news otganisations for-
cign agencies, ncwapapers, lele
vision and radio, ordering that "l
news, comments {including edit-
orial comments), rumonr ar othes
reports relating o the Count pre
ceedings againsi Sri P.R. Sarksr
alias Anandamurtifi and all othen
Anandamargis .. shall be submil-
ted for scruliny and shall pot he
published without permisoen w
writing." .
The trial bs thios taking pleee in &
judicial vacuum, its faires threat-
ened by government denunciationt

hai w0 be absent, there b &
gentleman’s agrecment with the
prosecution that no  important
witness will be called

When the wnderugned’s pre-
sence was noted by the court and it
was awertamed that be was a
practmsing barnster, he wan invited
by Judge Seagh to wit a1 coumel’s
bench between the defence and the
prosecution and he continved to do
w0 during the rest of his afendance



forward. Their lestimony would willing 1o testify :
i o0a their behall.  Sarkar trial. For that the ki
h' I <n Ty Fair triak fn 3 - ':n:m wish i that the whimate cutcome of
oot only have armayed agaims ml-gi-pnu&:nm” - . h“': (= el
h,meﬂumd;ﬂ: hm-é-&hﬂhl :mmﬁ i 7
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“.ﬁqfumm information on which 1o found The formalities of justice wﬁﬂ
mnitism e elfective cross-examination or is mwnhﬂng é
Mme_ mﬂ;ﬁhﬂuﬂh incapabie of finding the witnesses substance of justice may leave
Mm.u or if they found pecessary 1o refute the charges? 0 be desred. s g
, could produce, witnemes This is the real dilemma of the The undervigned's most fervent
Step by Step to Dictatorshi established
P by 16520 vote, The
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Indian workers staged & one-day
nationwide strike Jan. & to protest
the government's recent ban on
annual bonuses as pan of its emer-
£ i rule, The walkout was spear-

many of whose members were
arrested when they congregated in
factory yards and shops. Most were
reported released later.

JAN. 22

Parliament approves wider arrests.

A povernment amendment 1o
the Maintenance of Inicrnal Sec-
urity Act widening the govern-
menl’s powers of amrest was
proved by the lower house of
Parliamemt Jan. 22 by a 181.27
vote. The measure permitied the
detention of political prsoners
without having 1o disclose reasons
1o anyone, including the cours,
and allowed the rearrest of persons
whose detention orders had ex-
pired or been revoked

Members of the pro-Moscow
Communist Party, which had
supported the government's emer-
gency powers, sided with the op-

{ tion for the first ume o vouc

inst extension of detention

powens, The Communasts alkso
jomned a bnef walkout to profest
introduction of a law that cutin halfl
the annupal industrial workens'
mandajory bonus of one month's
pay in 1976 and climinated the
payment entirely in 1977 in firms
that made no profit
JAN. 31
(rovernment takes over Tamil
Nadu.

The central government ook
over the administration of Tamil
Nadu Jan. 31 after accusing the
state government of misrule and of
failing to obey the laws imposed
under the national state of emer-
gency declared in June 1975. The
ordinance imposing presidential
rule alo dissolved the statc lcgiila-
ture and dismissed Chief Minmster
Muthuvel Karunanidhi. The term
gf ithe legislature and the govern-
ment was by have expired March
21. Tamil Nadu was one of two
Indian states governed by a party
opposed to the ruling Congress
Party, the Dravidian Progressive

scized in (be capital city of Madras
and 600 followers of the federation
and other opposition groups were
jailed in other parts of the state. An
opposition source in New Delhi

party members.,
FEB. 1
News agencies merge.

A government proposal to
merge the country’s four news
agencies into a single press group
went into effect Feb, 1.

The Press Trust of India, the
Iargest of the four, had decided
Jan. 20 1o help carry out the pro-
posal on a voluntary basis with the
three others — the United News of
India, the Hindi language Hindu-
stan  Samachar and Samachar
Bharati agencies. The Press Trum
said the news agency “should be
wouslly free from any conirol or
interference by the government or
is agencies.”

Under the government plan,
disciosed Jan. 7, the President of
India would nominaie the chair-
man and 15 members of the agen-
cy's first governing council, which
would be composed of jounalists,
other mews professonsl  and
prominent public figures. The
government’s  potential involve-
ment in sciting policy for he
agency wascvidenicod by the gusde-
line empowering the presadent fo
“require the governing council W
take appropriate measures” if “be
is satisfied that the agency i pot
functioning efficently.™

FEB. 2
Gujaral threateoed.

Hitendra Dessi, leader of the
Congress Party in Gujarat, releas
ed a party report Feb. 2 charging
that the opposition stale gOvern-
ment had been anable t© keep
arder in Gujarat, and that political
viplence was increasing  there
Gujarat, hike Tamil Nadu, had
been resisting the central govers-
ment’s emergency rule regulations

FEB. 4
Parliament spproves election
delay

The government's bill to posi-
national clections scheduled

for March was approved by the
lower house of Parlament Feb. 4

government.
A bill approved by the lower
house Jan. 28 i petman-

ing of the emergency was adopied
by the lower house Feb. 2

Narayan assailed Prune Minmser
Indira Gandhi and the ruling Con-
gress Party for the country's re-
pressive emergency laws, it was
reported Feb. 13, His remarks
were contained in a stabement seat
1o the prime minister July 21, 1975
as i “lasi will and testimeni™ while
sl imprisoned and was made
avajlable by opposition sources.
Nirayan, who was ailing. had been
paraled in November 1975,
Auserting that be was “appalled™
at Mrs Gandhi's speeches and
intervicws, Narayan ook her wo
task for “having muzzied the
and every kind of public dmsent™
and for her campaign of “distor-
tions and untruth without fear of
eriticism and contradiction.”

Newamen's sccredilation dropped.
The government had withdrawn
the accreditation of more than &0
Indian newspaper correspondents,
it was reported Feb. [4. The ruling
ifted the jourmnalsts 10 contin-

ue to represent their newspapers,
bui deprived them of such priv-

held in London April 24 o plan a
drive aganst restrictive rule s
India.

“Propoganda™ by Indian off-
wials overseas and censonbip in
Indis had prevented the question
of political prisoners and their
treatment [rom becoming an inter-
national saue, several delegates
said. A number of them said that
maore then 175,000 political diss-
d:punr:mjnhwdl.lmm

ilcges as admission of major news
conferences and scwsions of Parlia-  from challenge 1o a party’s unil-
ment. ateral power.”
MARCH 28 AFRIL 1%
Oppasition parties plan merger. Court upbolds

Four anti-government The Indian Supreme Court April
and independent 28 upheld the government's right
March 26 announced plans for & 10 jail political opponents without
merger 10 oppose the Congres court bearings. The 41 ruling
Parry more effectively, Ni pported the go oty cliim
political leaders had agreed at 2 that dunng the siste of cmerpency
meeting in Bombay the previcus mposed m [975, political prsonen
weekend 10 create a four-member did not have the right of habeas
sicering committec iocomplete the  corpus 1o seck freedom through
coalition within two months, ac- appeals o lower tribunal.
cording to a group statement. The Speakimg for the majority, Chef
action was necemary, the group  Justice AN Ray sad, “Liberty &
explained, because the confined and controlied by law It
ment “has been deliberately des- @ not an absolule freedom. ™
troying our democratic stracture ... Dusenting Justice . R. Khanas

{Consinurd on Page 16)

i




Ananda Marga Violent Political
Sect or Socio-Spiritual Movement?

Ansndamurti in 1971, and the

"Il:i-uhiltyp:ol' c ot

their spiritual aspect, they may
become materially succesful, but
they will not satisfy their innermont
longings. Il they abandon ihe
worldly life 1o concentrate exclu-
sively on spinitual pursuits, their
efforts will be of no use 1 the

teaches that social progress is not
possible without the inspiration
and leadership of marally strong
and sellless individuals. 1t a

problems of factionalum, poverty
and r to change impeded

deal effectively with them. Ananda
Margs, by combining a spiritual
philosophy with a dynamic social
reform policy, was very succesful m
solving many of the problems
muypulple!trelmaﬂedmthu

political organisation which inien-
ded 10 overthrow the

cithef practically or theorctically,
but it of course sefves & a
converient excuse by which o
suppress the movement and the
spread of i ideals. 1 s true that
M. Su‘hrupnnnﬁldlnm
sive social philosophy
lrﬂ‘ll.np,lihl:hlllhmnﬁ“ud-
fied. But that he wed 1w

|ppml=b As a remil Amdl
Marga's | d support by the

to instill these qualities by |=.|d|;n,|
meditation,

Service to humanity is an integral
part of Ananda Marga’s teachings.
Involvement in social service
makes tangible the sentiment of

aon and empathy which is
awakened by meditation.

The social philesophy of Ananda
Marga is grounded in the view that
all humanity constituies one
exiended lamily. Distinctions
based on nationality, religion, race
and language may express the
natural variations between people,
but all attempts to divide the workd
and set people against each other
by esalting one ;raup above
ancihér  must denounced
Ananda Marga's 'ldlﬂllr of social
development proposes that, in the

ive evolution of the planet,
all should develop together. The
resources of the planct arc the
common heritage of all. It is the
bility of a moral govern-

even remoicly relevant to charges
ol murder and conspiracy io
mnrdﬂ.thlcbopcn thtpm:md-
ingy 1o the gencral suspicion of

their being used for politcal
purposes and 0 discredii the
movement. The intnnuc spirifual
merits, or demerits, or the political

perpetrate these kilhngs. It i also
somewhat difficult to understand
the relevance im this type ol
criminal case of westimony to the
effect that a particular relipious or
spiritual movement had — or
sppeared to have — clectoral
prochivitics.™

What then caused the govern-
ment 10 1ake such SITONE MEISUITS
1o suppress Ananda Marga, what
could have made them so afraid?
To understand this one must have
some understanding of  the
wleotogy of Ananda Marga and the

essures in Indis which might
thave led o the surrent sifuaion
ANANDA MARGA — THE
IDEOLOGY

Ananda Marga (“the Path of
Bliss™) & & speritual movement
which seeis o spply spuntual
principles to the problems of the
world today, [t maintains that
neither p.mual nor  material
endeavor will be fully succesful s

mgm to sce that all of socety
progresses unitedly and that no voc
lags behind.
ANANDA MARGA — THE
ORGANIZATION

M. Sarkar founded the Ananda
Masga organization in Indis n
1945 1o counteract what be saw as 4
serious moral and  spiriteal

nefabion i sociely. The

rationality of his approach, as well
as hs penomal  mspiation,
artracted many followers through-
out [ndia; in the years after its
incepuon, thousands of people
jomned the organization. With this
base ihe Education, Relief and
Welfare Section of Ananda Marga
wis lgunched in 193, Winhin a few
years Anands Marga had guined &
reputation  for  vigovmoos  and
compassionate  social  service.
Hundreds of schools. dispenanies,
orphanages, cheap kitchens, relief
camps, and other projects floursb-
cd. Later the mission of Ananda
Marga spread 1o over forty five
countries, where it hkewise gamed
popular support
REASONS FOR FERSECU-
TION IN INDIA

To understand the reasons for
the pemecution of Anands Marga,
il i necessary fo recognae ihe
tremendout pressure under which
the Indian governmental system
operates. The loag sanding

people was viewed by the govern-
ment as a threat. As was stated in
The Current, 3 newspaper of Mrs.
Giandhi's Congress party,

Many people were atiracted 1o

transiate his soclal theories in
political action (s an accusslion
unsupported by fact. In a series of
speeches and publications in 1998
1962 Mr. Sarkar criticised capita-
lism, the caste system, and vested
pht-nll interest, called (1
ive socialist society’

this practical, non-go al
approach. As a result, Ananda
Marga's increased support by the
people was viewed by the govem-
ment as a threat. Ay was stated in
The Current, a newspaper of M,
Gandhi's Congress party,

In fndia it & @ generally well

Known fact in well-informed

circles that a large number of

SENIOR government officials

are Ananda Margio, @ the

expression goes. This iy said wo
have been a grealy dismrbing
facr wo the governmen: .. The

Home Ministry s alse believed 1o

have come o the conclusion that

the ‘Anandas Marga has during it
short history created a base in
almost all the stases, from Kash-
mir i Kerala and from Rajavthan

io Axsam.” This was done af a

siriking pace ond with greas

vigour ... A more recenl assess-

ment made of the movement i

said fo have revealed that half the

number of police superintendents
in Bihar State belong to Ananda

Marga. This is said 1o have grear-

ly disturbed the government af

India.

Official  animosity  towards
Ananda Marga eventually led the
government w0 take action agains
the orpanization. In 199 the
government tried 1o ban such
membership. Several senior gov-
emment officials, who were mem-
bers of Ananda Marga, challeaged
the govermment's order in the
Supreme Court, While the govern-
ment clamed Ananda Margs wis s
political organiration, the mem-
bers couniered by showing that it
s 3 SOCko-Spiritusl Oorganization,
They contended thai the govern-
ment had mastakenly chatacierired
Ananda Marga's wclal service
efforts, which were aimed at pro-
mating progresuve waial change,
as bewng politically motivated. The
Supreme Coun vayed the govern-
ment’s  prohibitive  order  and
allowed Ananda Margs members
10 remain in their poss,

POLITICAL ASPIRATIONS?

Ananda Marga has been repeat-
edly accused of being & fromt for a

npmndul the Progressive

zation Theory (PROUT) which
stands for the progressive utiliza-
won of all physical, mental and
spiritual resources in the inlerests
ol the whole community: all with-
oul opposition from the authari-

'l'.'u- PROUT theory attracted &
number of adherants, including
ane MP, who decided he woild
organise candidaics for clection
based on PROUT principles, M,
W.T. Wells, OC and former MP, in
hus memorandum of 1974, addres-
sed himsell to this question of the
political implications of Ananda
Maiiga,

The second question is, 10
what extent is it reasonable to treat
Anands Marga as a political rather
than a religious or spiritual move
ment? Mr. Sarkar appears 1o have
made a number of specches with
political implications, There wm,

also, what appeared io be &
ical wing of the movement cﬁ“

the Proutist Bloc of India (P.B.1)
which had onc member of Lok
Sabha, Mr. Shashi Ranjan Sahe,
and recently fichded several candi-
dates for election, and it would
seem a little difficult 1o run cand-
idates for clection and si the same
time 1o argue that the movemest
wms 8 spiritunl non-politicil one
1w be thit My

of one, that be and
ﬂ_ndﬂl‘lﬂllﬂirllllﬁﬂm_ll



Ananda Marga Violent Political Sect?

Movement?

emolive word, now being wsed
mcm&wwumﬂ
?mu- wide-ranging politi

M_mm,-hmm
languishing in jail, or if they were
unlucky, with ashes scattered into
the Gange. In the meantime, Mrs.
Gandhi continues to enact lyws and
take which go beyond
many of the laws and edicts of

universal and humanistic philos-
ophy of Anandamurti, and the
reactionary and repressive mea-
sures usually labeled as ‘Fasciu’

The Indian Government, how-
ever, seem (o view Ananda Margs
as o fascist organisation desiring to
overthrow the government of India
by force of arms and establish its
own dictatorship in its place,
India’s Home Minister, Uma
Shankar Dixit, said, “Violence and
dictatorship are the comerstone of

nanda Marga philosophy.

an organsation which wants
to lead the country to fascism.”
(The Washingion Post, 4/3/73) As
further évents proved, no one
necded 1o lead India into fascsm,
as the Government itsell has run
headlong into its intimate, but
deadly, embrace. The Current
Mewspaper stales; “Thé views of
the leader of the Marga on demo-
cracy, as found in his literature, are
maost extraordinary. He is believed
1o have stated 'Democracy means
mobocracy, foolocracy. The best
form of government is dictator-
This is a complete distortion of
the view of Anandamurn. (li s
interesting to notice the preface of
‘he is believed to have stated’)
Anandamurti states that there are
certain fundamental requiremenis
for the successful functioning of
democracy:

“Democracy can be successful
¢ nly where there is no cxploitation

'!Jn: of the fundamenial and basc
necds for the succesful and smooth
running of a democracy s puablic
education. In some places, people
cast their voles according to the
dictates and persuasion of the
pscudo-leadership. To march like
herds of animals to the polling
booth and cast their voles & use-
less. Is it not a farce in the name of
democracy?

“Morality is the second funda-
mental factor for the sucoess of
democracy. In the absence of
marality, people scll their volcs.
Canwe call ita democracyT Is it not
a farce?”

VIOLENCE?

The other most serious charge
brought against Ananda Marga i
that it advocates viokence. Al
though cermainly oot a moral
coward, Anandamur preached
ihe practice of almsa  {mon-
injurys) and the practice of trying
1o see the Divinity in all things and
to treat them sccordingly Non-
does nol mean ot to use foroe, for
our every action of thought s due
to the exertion of force, Rather it
implies that one should never use

simcerity and without @ single hid-
den motive in one’s deepest self,

The peopie, by cooperating with
those undertaking the austerity of
social welfare, will alio wani to exi-
abolish this world fedération. If and
when governments bolk at this rask,
people will become agitated and rise
up and extablish the world federa-
nuon by force. Therefore U U not
necessary for thase engaged in the
service of humanity to enter the dirt
of politics.

A pretrial hearing was held in
the summer of 1971 Besides
Madhavananda, the prosecution
presented another former monk,
Vishokananda This witness said
that one of the primary aims of
Anands Margs was (0 capture
political power through armed
revolution, He said that different
wings had been created in the
organization to fulfill these violent
aims. Under cross-examination,
Vishokananda admitted that he
had been in charge of the wing
(volunteers in Service or
VS§S) whose aim be said was to
engage in armed revolution. His
testimony continued as fullows

¢

-

Do you know how ko operate

a machine gun!

A. Nea.

Q. Do you know hew o fire g
Kun !

A Nao

@. Do you know bomb manu-.
facturing?

A. No

Q. Did the Marga followers cver
anack police sufions of pol-
ice officers like the Naxelioes
(Communins erroniiz) A
thiz country”

A. No

Q. Do you know that the Naxa-

lite boys ger fraining in

parade drill and gun shoot

ing?

Yeu

Is this rype of raining gpiven

to members of the V55 wing

of the Ananda Marga’

o

A. NO
Q@ Then how do you say that the
gim of this orgamianon o
violeni overthrow  of the
vernmeni?
A. {No reply)

or Socio-Spiritual

own emply echoes. The true nature
of Mn. Gandhi's tsctics become
more evident daily as ber paranoia
grows and her repressive measures
become more  draconian.  Her
survival instingi aroused, she will
stop at nothing o crush those who
opposc her, whether it be by
murder, slander of imprisonment.
That Anandas Marga was onc of the
first groups 1o bear the brunt of her
attack, can only be secn as a credit
10 its progresiive ideology and the
moral strength of i attack on
corrupt and immoral government
Let us hope that its efforts, and
those of countiess other moralists
now syl , will not be in vain
and that the Indian Nation can
again raise its head proudly as the
world's largest democracy, and as
the haven of spiritual truth and
human compassion upon which s
foundation was buils.

Human soclery s o mingular
entity. It is one and indivivible. since
the Father i common to oll there
berween man and man i that ber-
ween brother and brother; there i

In il walks of preseatbay I,
the dark shadows of immaorality are
fast taking definiie shapes and
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English Q.C. Investigates charges of

Repression

the wpirilual moverment known s
Anands Margs snd sboat Mr. P.R.
A riil,

Margiis claim, thein is a spiritual On Sth March 1967, & mob o 0n the 29th December 1971 he

-‘.. g to infu = ched the A ;‘r ““’dmlﬁ:ﬂﬂh

- HIHL d-" m murder.

foikichas e s L oot The history of the proceedings b
;;'“' ar her they :upwﬁunldﬁhyudnl Jong and complex,

exentially e damage 1o property,

ment. secking (o owrtheow e local polios Sicd by, A Aumburol sl peesig ol et o

present Government of India by were it Pl padprment on e qarnim oot b

itut lpombichus  and e il s 4 pap o o, o

if necessary by lorce. The iticmed the admin- 1 Mol Ut 8 Sy masirial pmi b o

imm, iself why i istration and police in scathing e dedi o e m the ol Mad

Sarkar (Shril

Mr, Wells went (o India in
March/April 1974, on the request
of members of the [nternational
Commuties 1o Obtain Justice for

independent iry into the
case of Mr. Sarkar. It is their belief
that the charge against Mr. Sarkar
& based oo fabricated evidence and

anda Marga movemeni; members
of the Minstry of Home Affairs, of
the Central Buresu of lavestigs-
tion and with Mr. Misra, an official

Ananda Masga was foundedd in
Bihar by Prabhat Raimjan Sarkas in
1955, Mr. Sarkas |

the official be the right one
should the Margis have taken the
trouble, as they have done to
recruit adherents outside India?
From 1955 10 1967 there was no

capitalism, the caste sysem, and
w Hie, 11 Tled

a ‘pm'peuin socialist society”,
launched what he called the ‘Prog-
ressive  Utilizationn  Theoey”
(PROUT), which appears lo mean

whole community, and attacked a
number of features of the existing
social order: all without any inter.
ference from the authorities.

In the 1960's the movement grew
rapidly. Many persons came for-
ward a5 whole time workemn who
renounced their personal lives in
order 1o devole themselves 1o
serving humanity. A grest many
schools, wellare unit, children's
homes, stodent’s homes, bostels,
cheap or free kitchens, and lepers’
homes, are a few examples of the
work initiated.

1967 & the watermhed which
dmdn the period of peaceful

beings, found itscll in conflict with
the capimlimt gystem, with the
Marxist doctrine of dialectical
matcrialism, and with the caste
system tmplanted in the Hindu
relighon. This it was, and is, seen by
some to pose a challenge both o
the capitalist system, supported by
the comservative clements in the
ruling Congress Party of India. to
the Communists one pant of whom,
the Communist Party of India, has
lent its support to the Government
led by Mrs. Gandhi, and 1o the
conservative Hindus adbhenng 1o
the caste system. The msue under-
lying the hostility with which the
mlers of India avowedly wiew
Ananda Marga is whether, as the

¥ lrom the period of
pened in 1967 to change e g
tude of the authorities? This b
Wells believes, be the subject of 2
minﬁcinlhqu'rr.w&dm

though by 1967 ihe movement hud
become & powerful one, with, it s
estimated, over 2,000,000 adber-
ents and a large proportion drawn
from the educaied classes.

The trouble scems to have star-
ted in West Bengal a1t a time of
considerable distress and disrup-
ton in which Ananda Marga teams
panticipsted in relief work. The
State Government was a coulition
wn which the Communists ook part
and it may be that, since the Margis
by definition oppose the teachingy
of the Marusis, the latier regarded
this outburst Ansnda Marga act-
ity with suspicion and hostility

of Ananda Margs say that one of
the main reasons for the ban was
the friction created by the Margis
insistence on purity in sdministrs-
tion and their refusal of bribes
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opened in 1971. In May a large
congration of Margis sssembicd st
Ranchi, in the state of Bihar,
where the Ananda Marga head-
quarters were then located. Some
of the workers were atiacked by
professional thugs, but the Ranchi
police, instead of prosecuting the
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How to be a dictator legally

(Continued from frons pege)

Mrs Ganclhi reacted by amead
h'lho\ﬂwlﬂeﬂ.::-,._gh

M example might fall
within Mrs Gandhi's claim that the

nol “structural”, But the clum
itself reveals the main targets of the
amendments: the power of the
supreme  court. India's presemy
constitution was drafted in 1946 by
a constituent assembly set under
Jawharlal Nehru by the them rulers
of Indis, the British Government.
It makes the Indian supreme court,
like its American counterpart, the
highest lawful authority. And in
April 1973, during & case involving
the right 1o property, the supreme
ruled that parliament had no
to change “the basic structure
and framework of the constitu-
tion™.
So, while claiming that the chan-
ges are merely “procedural™, Mrs

Parody of a fair tri

tents of which were promised 10 be
telexed w0 Prime Mimster Mrs
Gandhi (Usurper P.M.. In our
View], read as follgws -

“That Shri Anandamorti be
relcased on bail and be allowed o
leave the couniry with guarsntee
that he retums at the time of his
appeal hearing. U he were w0
remain his security could not be
guaranteed duc to vanous fanatic
elements who are opposed 1o his
ideas. Due to his long protest fast
his health has become precarious.
We thereflore request be be allow-
ed (o take trestment with a doctor
of his choice in ap envirommen!
more congenial fo hi fecovery

ich could be guaranteed outside
of India™.

Besides the above demand

Bharadwaja sad in a let-
ter to the High Commissioner Mr
Nehru:-

“Dear Mr Nehru,

It is the firm beliel of our
Defence Committee that the re-
cenl conviction of Shri Shri Ananda
Murti is & result of political pres-
sure rather than legal evidence and
that it is impossible 0 conduct 3
fair trial within the currend repres-
sive environment under the Staie
of emergency.

This view is shared by several
respecied international barristers
who have been involved with the
trial including Mr W.T, Wells Q C
and former MP and Mr Claud -
Armmand Sheppard, a canadian
Barrister who was sent to observe
the trial on a mandate from the
International Commission of Jur-
ists and the International League
for the Rights of Man

“Copies of their reports on the
trial are enclosed with this letter
Our Committee requests that you
convey the above demands and the
enclosed documents (0 your Pnme
Minister. Mrs Indira Gandhi™

enl musi accept his pnme minis-
ter’s (ie. Mrs Gandhi's) sdvice.
And the supreme coun is 1o be
forbidden to query the validity of
M Gandhi's & d

Munisser, ML C Chagla, w Bt Mrs (amhi's
Y progees EUMr b el 8 freah e

Oppositon
coukd will be R crestmg ~wmareal
™ o ey tried (e G pasn popien

But it will not be parliament that
will now hav the power 10 amend

al (Continsed from front page)
GRAVE DOUBTS
ABOUT FAIRNESS

In a note headed “Parody of a
trial against the backdrop of a
Police State Acharya Bharadwaja

1o make in his recent report=-

It is diffscult for the undenizgn-
ed not 1o echo the warning given by
Mr William T. Wells, Q.C in &
letter dated Febroary. 24k, 1976,
against relying on the testimony af
Madhavanands who is not only 3

ed CB.L
“Mr Wells alo recalied ihe

agiation m the reets — § it i |agen
polites.

The power of the Press s combar thase

reasoned judgement of the Gt
committing magistrate who drew
altention to the many inconsisten-
cies in Madhavanda's evidence.

“Finally, it must alsobe bomne in
mind that Madhavananda expects
to be hanged for the other murders
unless the suthonpes decde to
pardon him for theie crimes as
well

“It is easy to imagine whai the
price for these additional pardoms
might bel™
FAIR TRIAL
IMPOSSIBLE

In regard 10 a fair inal withio the
curreni political climate M. Shep-
pard said:-

“Although inside the courtroom
the somewhai stilied rites of justice
continue 0 be performed in the
tradition, on the outede — in
Kafksesque conirast — the police
stale extends it wide-ranging
tentacles,

“Fear t rampant, and justifiatly
50, And it i this fear which
mlklilﬂ:b"uulahdr:
& fuir trial for Mr. Sarkar and his
co-accused.

“For n the authortanan clemate
of India today it is virtcally impos-
sible 1o find witnesses willing 1o
brave the suthoritics by testifying
on behall of the accuied.

“Indecd, many Marpis are
either in detention or in hading.

“Ewen il they could be found,
such witnesses are said 1o be utterly
afraid w0 come forward. Their
testimony would cxpose them
almost certainly fo prrest.
DICTATORSHIP

“In other words, the accused not
anly have arrayed against them,
the entire power of the Indian
police establishment, but even if
they had all ibe funds ncocssary 10
prepare an adeguate defence. it B
highly unlikely that they could

han T 2
:;‘-ﬁ ‘ﬂ-h‘lhlu-

I tinemtd v Pgge 121
hun_qm.._.‘q.
e aftedgrd 0 e et 8 i
Febwyary 1971 i e Cuovsrnament werw
ept ans gk Grur B wondd o e
e L T T
“":*ﬁ-:lﬂlnu:_n—
ww, P T ——
st B e twana of ik lodien euibuwiee, s

g by,
wcmest of § las T AAES

*“Fair trials in  dictatorial [rame.
work are difficult 1o conceive and
probably impossible to achieve.”

Acharya Bhatadwaja said:

making appeals for the relesse of
Mr. Sarkar on bail an well as assist-
ing the defence lawyers in filing
their appeal. (Ed. Note: He has
since refurned, seo enclosed mem-
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Ananda Marga adherents claim mistreatment

By Colin Legum deatrs aff Kirar
London Observer mm Manga™, he
LONDON — Twodisciples of the  said, “fell foul ol Congress and
Ananda Margs spiritual snd politi- Communist Party leaders in Cal-
eal rroemtly culta b of the practical side
m:;;:--ﬁhﬂ- of our work We become &
were interrogated popular organisation in  [ndia
:ﬂ.ﬂhh-lrﬂ-': -'“:" for this
never n:rr?m t was reason
with any crime. e that Congress and the C
Richard White, a Zealand began to persecule Ananda Margs
student, and Andrew Colbert, an before banning it and arresting our
Australian, said they were on hun- memben. ™
gerstrike for 10 weeks before being In 1973, White decided 10 1ake
released time off from hin engineering
Ananda Marga, which has fol-  studies 31 Aukland U ity o go
lowen in J§ couniries, combines 10 Australia where he me1 Colber
meditation and practical social  They went to India as disciples and
trainee worker of Ananda Marga.
The leader and founder of the They were arresied, They said
maovement, P.R. Sarkar, known as they were interrogated
, has been on hunger  the night in the Calcutta Security
strike for three yeans, while await Control O

ways, of an attempt on the life of
India’s Chief Justice and of plan-

APPEAL TO SAVE THE LIFE OF ANANDAMURTI — Worldwide appeal for release

Te
Mr. 5. Haidar,
Director,
Prime Minisicr's Secretanaie.
MEMORANDUM
PR SARKAR
1. In putting foreard this mem-
orandum in the hope that it may be
idered by the Go af
Inclia, after the conviction of P.R.
Sarkar on charges. inter-alia, of
abetment 1o murder and conspir-
acy 1o murder, 1 must make it
clear that | go $0 only I the caps-
city of a lawyer instructed 1o watch
his interests on behalf of & group of
his followers and sympathizers
drawn from North America and
Western Europe,
2. The points | shall try to develop
wre the following:-
(I} That, to put it ar ks low-
est, there exists a possibulity that
the of the Sessions
Court may be reversed on ap-
peal.
(1) That the problem of how
io treat P.R. Sarkar may prove
a source of some difficalty and
embarrassment;
(101) That an ac1 of clemency
pow, before the matter comes
1o appeal, and conditional upon
his permanent departure from
Indian Territory, might prove
an act of saesmambip that
would yiekd considerable ad-
vantages.
3. i is obvious that any opinions |
venifure 1o express on matters of
law may be checked by reference 1o
the Government's legal advisers
and 1 do not propose to elaborate
all the grounds on which the deci-
sion of the learned Trial Judge may
be open 10 sttack but merely 1o
give some examples, namely:-

White said that he and Colbert
feared they might be detained

escape o consulates,
they took ws back from the police
lock where we were (]
the - -
White said. When the police car in
which we were travellmg was in the
vicunty of ihe

dha | reached over, grab-
bed the sieenng wheel car

1]

()

(i)

It was common ground bei-
ween the court, the prose-
cution, and the defence that
the whole case for the pros-
ecution depended upon the
evidence of the approver,
Madhavanand (and of
course upon its being ade-
quately coroborated). It
can, and doubtless will, be
argued that the whole ap-
proach sdopted by the
learned tnal Judge o the
conditions and circumstan-
ces in'which the evidence of
an approver can be accop-
1ed was inconsiient with

tion to the scceptance of an
approved's evidence that he
should have been granied 3
valid pardon belore giving
it. Whether the second and
operative pardon granied
to Madhavanand was in law
a valid one appean 1o in-
volve a difficult question of
construction, namely
whether the old or the new
Code of Criminal Proce-
dure applies to . The
learned trial Judge 1ok one
view. Another court might
take a different one, and if
it did a reversal of the Ses-
sons  Count’s  decision
would be incvitable.

Ax | understand it, the law
of India is the same in this
respect as the law of Eng-
land, 1hat on 3 criminal
charge the guilt of any ac-

|indian flan bread), a linde veger-
able and a teaspoon of yoghun

be “satisficd and sure”. At
alate stage of the trial, alter
the evidence and the prose-
cution argument had both
been concluded, the leam-
ed Judge said 10 court that
he could not decp lor
worrying where the truth
Lay in this case. Whai super-
vened to remove  his
doubts? Further, from the
pount of view of an advocale
called upon 1o uphold his
decision, it is perhaps un-
fortunate thal in & crucal
assage in his careful and
:hhmnu Judgemenm the
learned Judge used (al
though he subsequently
qualified) the expression
“the broad probabilities of
the case” — probabilities
not being the test. These
matters may be i

4. None the less, an appeal
fail. ing that it docs, what

advantages does the Government
of India derive from hn dying n
amiody that it would pot equally
draw from sending this man, dia-
betic, more than hall starved for
aver three years, (of course of hi
own volition}), to dic shroad? One
has to appreciate that the decition
of a court {of agy couniry) in & case
with a political conten! or stmos-
phere (which this, even if it lacked
wt belore, inevitably soguired when
Ananda Marga Organisstions were
banned under the Emergency

told the magistrate that they inten-
ded 1o begin & hunger until

murti (Sarkar),
“After three yeans of n*
ol

strike, taking just a lew cups

a day, Anandamurti is reporied 1o
have wasted away and is very frail.
It is difficult 10 know how much
longer he can preserve his physical
‘being,” White said,

powers) does not command the

same degree of m do
decisions in cases where there are
no overtones, What harm

could this phyucally broken man
do to India when outside the coun-
iy, excepl perhaps 1o make some
eriticisms of the Indian Govern-
ment to which that Government's
demency (owards him  sould
afford the best possible answer?
Inslde India, on the other hand, be
may be a menace because, to those
whao do not sccept the truth of the
evidence him ar who may
think thai his defence was

witnesses 1o come forwerd in his
defence, he will be a martyr, Out-
side India, he would only be the
physically broken leader of & seat
with virtually no links with India
because of the ban,



Chronology of Events

1921
Shrii Shrii Anandamurtii born in
West Bengal, India.
1955
The organzation ANANDA
MARGA formed.
1966
Marga starts ERAWS
‘::icn. Relief & Welfare Sec-
hoq_"l
1967 March:
raid on Ananda Marga headquar-
tersin Ananda Nagar by tribal mob
incited by local official. Five work-
ers Killed.
1968 May:
raid on Ananda Nagan by Puruha
police.
1969
Governmen! bans civil servants
from belonging to Anands Marga;
Supreme Court stays the ban.
1969 Cooch Bihar:
communisis artack spiriual meet-
ing. Shrii Shrii Anandamurti and
others arrested, then relcased on
court orders.
1971
vacated office searched — “incnim-
inating evidence found™
1971 June 29:
Shrii Shrii Asandamurti arrested;
relcased August 16 by order of
High Court.
1971 Dec. 29: "
Shri Shrii Anandamurti and gen-
eral secretary of Ananda Marga
arrested without warrant, held 6
months without bail or charges.

ment for hamsclf
1973 Apeit ‘and his followers

Quashing Petition upheld by Patna
High Court, whole committment
proceedings thrown oul.

1973

s fresh pardon by the Patna High
Court.

1974 March:
A four member non-official parlia-
team met the Mm

Partiament, British Purlisment
-Iﬂa:‘hl-r:ﬂi-uu-
Imernational. ’
sed two petitions of the Anands
Marga Chief, Mr. P.R. Sarkar alias
A Al - orw m h 5
Bihar jail, seeking to get his cases
transferred 10 & place outside
Bihar,

1974 Now:

Both Tass (2811-74) and Pravda
(21-11-74) attacked the JP Narayan

E
|

i
i

ga, labelling them as “Reactionery

74, obstensibly in scarch of a radio
transmitier with which they belie-
ved he was communicating with the
organtation worldwide. Druring

over his health. it Searmrara
They said they had tried in vain being 'Wlh;'" Imm:
- Mr. Sarkar 1o give up  beneath his matiress. While in the
his fast, He said that he considercd cell the jailers stole 4 ring of
s ideals of dharma, marality and dammert] which '”‘m“"““'wr_
humanity more important than his iont,
1974 Dec 10:
They demanded a judicial in-  Ac Aplanands Av., & personal
fydicy ieko S 3 cged pomantag of of Stri Anandamar,

Iﬂlmjw : led (“murder and  gidel Mtﬂ'l:dmmmx
hai t [ - T ring the
:heltmeut": and committment  al of the demand for
proceedings begin banning the RSS, the Ananda
1972 Nov. 2= Margs and similas organoavons
Committment proccedings ead; 1974
charges against Shrii Shrii Ananda- — Mr. William T. Welh, mbe .
murti reduced to abettment Council and former Member
1973 Jan. 4: Parliament, made a fact fﬂlﬂlﬂlw
defense advocates petition High :(Bilh:m India 4""’-:&.:;5“ -
Court 1o quash trent; c T
Magistrate says committment 10 Obtain Justice for Shrii Shr As-
i urt pending outcome. andamurm.
Sessions Court pe g i

1973 Feb. 13:

Shrii Shrii Anandamurti pormned
in jail; denied proper medical cares
no response Lo petition for judicial
inquiry into posonIng.

1973 March: J
petitions, protests demonsirations
all over the world.

1973 April I: :
Shrii Shrii Anandamurti begins 2
fast with liquids only, continoes 0
fast after more than 5 mooths
demanding just and humane trest-

On May 13th 1974, the Interna-
tional Committee seni 3 memorin-
durm to Mrs. Gandhi urging buman-
jtarian treatment of Shrii Shri

was made to stand naked during
the search, This incident plus many
other incidents of harsssment
againgt Anandamurti, in ho state
of frail bealth, cauned Atulanands
preat anmiety, This caused hum to
threaten to self-immolate himuelf
in the: jail if the ring & not refarned.
1974 Dec 11:

On the 11th December he was able
to carry out this threat. AM acrus-
ed the suthorities with negligence
in protecting his life.

1974 December:

On the third anniversary of Shrii
Shrii Anandamurtiis arrest (29-12-
74) the Chakraborty Non-Official
Enquiry Commission issues 8 re-
port which concludes that Shri
Shrui Anandarmurti was potsoned in
Bankipare jail on the pight of Feb-
ruary 12, 1973,

1975 January:

The death of the Indian Railway
Minister, Mr. LN. Mishra, on
January 3rd 1975, brought a wide
vaniety of accusations as (o the
forces behind the murder. CPI
Chairman, Mr. 5.A. Dange, alleg-
ed that J.P. Narayan and Ananda

1978

The Commital Hearing was held
beginning 2-10-75, bul wrs posi-
poned until June 17th.

1975 April:

PROUT Weekly, April 12th, 1975,
“New Delhi, . The truth

ga followen in the case of aell-
immolation by Avharya Dinesh-
'It;l:udn Avadhoot on April 24,
Mr. Chawla observed in his 42
page judgement, "It is true that an
Ananda Margs immolated himsell
inside ihe pownd of 3 mosque on
O Fort, but the prosecution
miscrably failed o bring on record
i it was dooe on the abettment of
any of the accused.”™
1975 April:
In the carly morning howrs of April
12th, 1975, a party of about 20
persons, including members of the
State Police, Special Branch, State
Intelligence Branch, Central Intel-
ligence Branch, (C.B.L and some

Anandamurti snd the Anands
Marga press were painstakingly
scarched, but nothing incrimina-
ing was found.
1975 June- July:

Marga were behind the dery,
while in March of the Nation, Jan-
uary 18th, it way alieged that the
CPl were involved, and that was
why they were 0 eager 10 blame




Step by Step to dictatorship

(Continued from Page 9)
said that even in times of national locked the presses of the Indian Sharma added, "1 know wrilting
emergency the state “has got no  Expresm, the English language  sucha leticr itself is a sort of crime.
power 1o deprive & man of his life spaper opp w Theref 1 do mot intend 1o live
and liberty without th of  polices. In resp tothe papers  under your sinful regume. ™

appeal, the Delhi High Coun Oet. NOV. 2

The Coundecnionwas 6 ruled thai the padiocking was 5 0 -0 nt app et
in direct response to government Indﬂh.'ﬁ‘fﬂdﬁﬂﬂlhinﬂ
appeals of lower court rulings in removed. court did pot
the case of 43 political prsosen. address itself 1o the paper’s charge 1._1_? mﬂﬂ of ihe m““
The lower courts had held that the ~ of government ha . but o ing: netin: b Sontt .
right of habess corpus could motbe  permiticd resumption of publ i i S
suspended, even in an emergency. tion pending the outcome of futare pre of Ieklalati7e: sxd tha
JuLy 2s hewg, prime minister and would diminish
India press curts widened. OCT. & the authority of the courts. Most

Two English language journals  Opposition leader freed. opposition members boycotted the
that had been critical of India’s Piloo Maody, i leader scaston (0 profeit. The measure
emergency regulations were forced of the right-wing Swantara Pamy. required cefemonial passage by the
to halt operations, it was reported way relcased from jail Oct, 6 upper house of Parlisment and by a
July 25. Mody was among 30,000 polincal  majority of state legulatures and

Omne publication, the weekly
Opionion, was ordered closed by
the Maharashtra State government
because it had violated the Publica-
tion of Objectionable Matter Act
and ceasorship rules.

The other periodical, the month-
ly Seminar, decided o cease prini-
ing voluntarily afier it had refected
a July 15 governmenl order to
submit 10 ip. Publisher
Romesh Tharpar wrote in the fGnal
issue that Seminar “cannot surren-
der the integrity and nght of free

G Pl Wyt

No Indian pewspaper had print-
ed the news of the closing of Semin-
ar and Opinion.

AUG. 24
Gandhi for pets U.S. aeylum.

The U.S. granted political asy-
lum Aug. 24 to Ram Jethmalani, a
critic of Prime Minster Indira
Gandhi. Facing possible arrest for
an anti-government speech he had
made in Kerala, Jethmalani leht
India by plane April 28, went to
Montreal, Canada and arrived in
the U.S. in May. He asked for

Council of India, was a wsiting
professor of comparative constitu-
tional law a1 Wayne State Univer-
sity, Detroit, Mich

The upper house of Parliament
Scpi. 2 voled (o establish s commit-
tee 10 investigate another defector,
Subramanian Swamy, who was &
member of the right-wing Jan
Sangh Party. Swamy was accused
of engaging i anli-government
activity and flecing from justice
He bad appeared in the wpper
house in August but was bebieved
to have left the country sgain
Swamy had been Lving in Britain,
ihe U5, and Canada before re-
turning to India.

SEP. M4
Fernandes charged as plotter.
George Femandes, Socialist
Party chairman, and 24 others were
indicted in a New Dchli magist-
rate's court Sep. 24 on charges of
conspiring against the government
They were to go 1o trial in October
The defendants were accused of
cbinining exphodives and ploiting
10 “cresie countrywide chaos
throagh large-scale sabotage of the
railway system
.4
ﬂ Mewspaper shat, reopeded
New Delhi police Oct. 4 pad-

dissenters arrested in June 1975
when the government declared &
national emergency, He said he
would seck a merger of the major
non-Communist political parties

o Prime Minister Indira
Gandhi. Creation of this political
front, Mody said, was “fundamen-
tal to the survival of democracy™ in
India.

Mody said that the government
had offered to free him in August
on condition that he remain at
home, stay out of politics and not
meel with journalists. He said he
rejected the offer and decuded 0
serve the additional two months in
order to gain his unconditional
release.

OCT. 11
Self-immolation in protest of
Emergency.

Mr. Prabhakar Sharma, aged A5,
a worker in the Sarvodaya move-
ment and colleague of Vinobha
Bhave, iell-immolsted himsell at
Surgaon outside Wardha in Mah-
arastra on Oct. 11 in protest against
Mis Gandhi's dictatorship methods
of governmenit.

Before  self-immolsting M
Sharma sent a letter 10 M Gandhi
explaining the reasond for his
action, with copies o Mr. 5.B
Chavan, the Chiel Minister of
Maharastra, and others

An unconfirmed report said that
scveral thousand peopie attended
his funeral in spite of effons o stop
them.

Thi translation of his lener reads
in part, “Forgetting God and
humanity and arming itsell with
wide, brutal powers the govern-
ment last year deprived the news-
papers of their freedom of expres-
seon and attacked all those qualities
of lndian hiving which can be de-
ceni, great and noble. This year i
has shamelewsly antacked the
naton’s spiritual and non-violeni
ovilisaton

=Y our MISA rule transforms the
burcascrats into monsters and
makes the people cowards. One
who does his dutics feariesaly will
gEet  interminable imprisonment
There will be no justice. The jud-
ges are your stooges. Under these
circumstances it would be zn ac-
ceptance of suppression o go o
jail. 1 shall pever iolerate your
bullying me like a swine. ™

Quoting Gandhi's “Young India”
the letter said: “We must be con-
tent to die f we cannot five as free
men and women ™

the signature of the president
before becoming law,

Opposition leader Asoka Mehta
charged afier the vote that the
government was “codifying the
state of emergency [imposed June
1975, gpiving force of law to the
concentration of power in [Prime
Minister Indira] Gandhi's hands.”

Most members of the opposition

Dec. 1971 on whai his
believe to be false charges. Several

had stayed away when Parli
convened Oct. 25 to consider the
constitutional A joint
statement issued by a coalition of
four parvies said that the amend-
ments would “climinate the whole
system of checks and balances
provided in the Constitution and
leave the arbitrary exercise of
authority 1o the detriment of the
citzen.”

Gandhi had taken psue with
opponents of the bill, saying dunng
debate that “those who want io fix
the Constitution in a rigid and un-
alterable frame are entirely out of
tune with the spirii of the new
India,”

aar ons  have
been investigating Anandamurtil's
case, including Amaeuy Lowerma
tional Commission of Jurists and
the International League for the
Rights of Man, Tht;ludm
grave doubts about the
of the ings and the possibil-
ity of & fais vrkal within the presest
repressive climate, A motion bus
Ibeen tabled in the British House of
Commaons asking for Her Maj
esty’s Government to help bring
the case 1o the attention of the UN
Human Rights Commisaion




