. these most recent exampl
B , 18.8.76), "Prime Ministuer G
‘ing in Sri Lanka that tho emergen
nsiderably relaxed and it is no
2 when it was imposed.'" But peo
iled -ithout trizsl and even withou
Jodoms “r. 2as curtailed as ever. 2 Ppi

mind there is no relaxation. She having fancied &hi&;
been relaxation, beligves it firmly to be fact. 5o
" hazs becn relaxation and she has no hesitetion in stat

there has
her thure
qg:itg :

‘MMrs., Gandhi said there was no Press censorship now snd even tho
guidelines to the Priuss nad been 'greatly' relaxed. This, when at
leust one journul has been forcibly closed down by order of
Goverpment for not submitting to pre-censorship, and when a leoding
daily nawspoger has not been able to appear for several days owing
to pre-censorship difficulties! Anyaone who has any access to any.
editorial office knows how falsc the statsment is. Yot Mrps. Gandhd
'mgkns it with perfect asplomb.

#5he odded. most of the people who had been token into custody when
ﬁﬁﬁ'amnrguncy was imposed hud been reoleased.” In fack, most of

S.‘f"‘ those orrested are still“in jail, though faurtuen months have & i

= possed, TimC and sgain hus government be.p asked to give the -

.~ figures of the peoplt arrested., Time and again it hus, chosen not )

~ to do so. R.cently iLhe Homa Minister took refuge in o round-about

formule which would mean that only about fourteen thousand had been '

detsined! Indecpendent souzces put thu figure 2t betweun one lekh

twenty thousend and twa lakhs. é
UThe question facing lndia today was how to ?:kn the pcople .£
responsible to the nation without forcing them to do so, Mrs. 3

Gandhi said." Is the notion then something epart from the people? i iee
Is it an :bstract concept likc the dictstorship of the prolotariat ;
meaning a dictatorship over thc proletariat by those who have ¢
seized power? In our view the peoplz and the nation ars one and
there is no national intcrest othor thon the poople's interest.
Thoso. who sgek to differenticte botween  the two would seg
serving some end of their owng a:rﬂgating’tU'thaﬁi-lﬂﬁ!f’hﬂ;”j'll S
, ta spoak for, to manipulate, to wield power, in theo naf',Pf;ﬂ$5¥_ 4?
nation, ovor the people, the moss of Indians who constitute thes
gntity Indis. Such individucls and groups 8ac in fact Fgfﬂ&ﬁ_x 3
as appears quite clearly from tho use 'of the word 'forcing® abave.
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ent rcspons

£, thot we, the Ir
e yictims of auth?r
Ve ‘oyss to sce, sars to = oOF
1ho a*iﬂta:;sta'mgke thum compromiso
ders &f the Government, :
not unoften, seek rufuga
ernmunt., They say "Ah, that ; '

' no, but the system, sa difficult to wo k 5l
so poor and illiterate. No, no, at's
_ the strain and burden on them, cuts down
oses on them duties, gives much more power to the G
i to be wise and understanding, of course - is in
'itariun withnut bearing that abhorred name.®

y

S TREtdg thn*ﬂuan: He~fucL, dear friend. May you parcaiub~i
"*ﬂqi*-aust intellectually! As cld John Barbour sang in the fifteun
ury for people lwst of whon wers also poor and 11111:«:41:&_

AL F:qdomﬂ is a noble thing!
e - Fredame mays man to haiff liking,
S 5 Fredome all solace to man giffis,
' : He lowys nt ese that frely lives.

; e - Yours sincorely,




