W -
~ that B.D.Goenka would not be placed under MISA. Mr. Rajni

" that he hoped that Mr. R.N. Goenka may alsc be spared.
. P e 'ﬁj

Prime Minister had agreed not to take any am:ioﬂ:

B.D. Goenka. Rajni Patel, hovever, told Mr., Jain that 'Ehﬂ

latter should also meet the Prime Minister to re-conflrm

R
Patel was requested to fix up an appointment for Mr.Jain ikl
to see the Prime Minister. The following day, Rajni Patel, _ .

however, informed Mr. Jain that it was not necessary for
him to meet the Prime Minister, as the Prime Minister had
informed him that Mr. Jain need not take the troubls for this

Y
purpese and that it was all ckay. ¥x. Rajni Patel added 1_"_
Y P .*—.

It would appear that the matter was closed.

i .
August, 1975:
It was, therefore, mriﬁéns to every one




= pare the note, as the matter was of vital importance Eﬁﬁﬁ

:Ehim and for the future of his newspapers and would .tequig;a
ecm.sidemble thought. He, however, promised to sand f:ha

. by the end of the month to Sri Rapganathan, who would msjs

it on to Sri Jain and Rajni Patel, if he approved of it.

©On 30th August 1975, B.D.Goenka hazpened to be in Bombay and
Rajni Patel asked him to meet him at 4 p.m. which he 4id,

was overdue apd that the matter brooked no delay. He then
asked him to mcot him again at 7 p.m. when Mr. V.C.Shukla,
the Information Minister would alsc be present. Mcq;;!i,hq_]__y;,,, T
he met both at 7 p.m. when he was told by Mr. Ehﬂilu"ﬁm, 2
apart from the various steps already being taken
Goankas, the running of the newspapers would be made
possible because the Income-tax authorities and'{‘-ih
theriselves would see to it that the cases ugainstt% :

companies demanding over fs 50 millicns would be p



as the Income-tax authoritiss. Mr. Birla asgked him t¢ ﬁiﬁ:ﬂ

him a note in regard to both matters,as he was wall placed

Ikb-

it
tiw

f ‘October in Calcutta and handed over to him a note dated 29th
I"“, o

Mr. Birla in the beginning of October, Mr. Birla informed

. to help the Goenkas. The note in regawd tc the matters

=-.:ﬂelating to the Department cof Company law [ffairs was given o,

to M-, Bixla ( copy encloged) and it was arranged that a

fuxther niote would be hancded over to him in regarnd to £
L2
income-tax matters in Calcutta by Shri R.f. Goornka. BRI -

October, 1975: T 1A

Mr. R.N.Goerka met Mr. Birla in the first wWeek of
September 1975 ( copy emlo:fed). During the talks with
Mr. Goenka that he would do what he could in regard to ru:r&i
Barcozh and/or Sanjay Gendhi with whom he was on
was keen on taking over the Indian Express Group of N

ard wanted to know his re-action. Hr. R.N. Goenka told hints

211 +ha* nad transpired during July-August culminating in

ooll'



on the 21st October, axd hex whig.:h-'a':l.:i_. of t]m s
In the meantime, in the beginning of October,
without the knowledge of the Goenkas, Mr.R.K.Misra, Jt,

.-‘; '. ;
2 | General Manager of Indian Express in Delhi met Mr.n:ln,esh

' +o meet the Prime Minister and then get in touch with him

,|1.
‘some sort of confusion and confrontation going on bqw‘msm ” oo

* o Lo A

“the Indian BExpress Group of Vewspapers and the Government nna* s

could he (Mr.Dinesh Singh) use his geod offices to sort oui:- bR
mattors and remove misunderstandings. Mr.Dinesh Singh prmiuafl

she would think over the matter and inform him in the c
four or five days. Mr. Dinesh Singh was to _l_JE_av'e.f__-
town and when he indicated this o hexr, she told him
the time he returned, she would let him know. She @
had a talk with Information % Broadcasting Hinisberl
this subject and directed him to meet Pinesh Singh “’-@#

‘..-:'5_'. Nz



R.N.Goenka in Mr. Jain’s house on 22:‘1&
categorically thit the Government had made up thaﬁ‘m:;ndﬁ
detain R.N.Goenka, B.D.Goenka and Saroj Goenka undarlﬁaﬁ

if they were not prepared to relinguish control of their

newspapers in favour of the Government. He also ad&eﬂt'thﬁt-

.~ Government were not prepared to purchase the newspapers but

wanted total control over the newspipers in the shape of -4
majority control of the Board of Dircctors. Goenkas wWould |
have no voice in the minning of the companics or the nwspaparn
whatsoever. Fu-ther, Mr. Birls made it clear that it would be

‘a conditicn precedent to further discussions t:hat-. Mr-n.m
should forthwith dispense with the services of Mr.5. mﬂqaa}:am
Editor-in=-Chief of the Indian Express Group and Mr.Kuldip ﬂmm,, _.:.‘:,

=T

Bditor of the Express News Service. Mr. Goenka did not agroc to g Iﬁ}

. any of this. Mr. Birla urged that resistance would be futﬂzp_ 33

s b




to have further talks the next morning after he
the position again with the autﬁaﬁtiob" #11 thr

K.K.Birla must become the Chairman of the Company and 1f he \
di:d not agree to this, it would be interpreoted as an unfrianﬁlf‘
act by the Prime Minister. He had, thercfore, no other option !

_ thafi to accept thds position. He also added that the Government

had tol? him that they would be agreceable to allow Mr.R.l.

Goenka to lock after the management of the Companics 1f Pigh

Mr. ¥K.K. Birla so desired, but un’lcr no circumstances, Wﬁm f
he be allowed to have any soy in regard to editorial Fﬂlif—"!'-

He also said that this agrecmant was forced put of the : r 1
' 'i:




consultation with him. But Mr. Bim aiﬂ:! Squen
-

Mr. Goenka that he was not to be cansui.”he&r_

would in turn consult Mr. Goenka. Mr.Birla informed both

s, % : ; T

. Mr. Jain and Mr.Gocnka that he would be leaving for Hussoorie
‘the next day and that before his departure, he would have & :-5*

_chat with the authoritics and that he would mcet Mr.Goenka

again on his return from Musporie viz., on the 29th Octeha:,‘la'? -
Mr. Birla added that Mr. R.li. Goenka, in the meantime, should

dispense with the services of at least Mr.Kuldip Nayar to t"'-
‘prove his sincerity in regard to the ncgotintions. M. R.H. f:‘.',‘:‘!
Goenka pointed out that since Mr. Fayar was govemed by the f"
Working Joumalists iict, it was impossible for him to do so d'i
but he could send away Mr. Mulgaokar if necessary as he wita ,;_:
not governcd by the Working Journmalists Jict. Mx. Jain - -' :'

prepared to mest Mr. Goenka for the €ime being. Hr. .-»r» TR
returned to Delhi on the 29th. lir.:Goenka aent a I:EM )

29th to Mr. Birla —to await his arrlval -ru:—-mpim,



explained the intricacies o=

it was. declded thot they should meet again. Mr. ¢

room and waited outside while Mr. Birla miﬂﬂ& wiﬁu
Shukla for a few minutes more. ¥hen Mr, Birls cmuaﬁﬁ‘ﬁ
he informed Mr. Goenka that the Minister was not very s
happy with Mr. Goenka's talks because he had tried to .
etnphasire Lhic "MifFfimltiss" Wl donling wilh Mﬂ-u'::.rf_,-'

as Working Journalists under the low and had refused to

qget rid of Messers. Mulgmokar and Kuldip Hayar. Mr.Birla,
however, told Mr. Goenka that he should meet him on the

4th November in Calcutta as he was going there for the
Diwali celebrations. He alsc added that hefore his

departure for Calcutta, he would have another chat with

the concerned authorities on this subject. Mr.sneﬂm Lﬂﬁ?
for Madras the next day morning and arrived in Gaaﬂlt-“l:ﬂ' -ﬂlgi-':‘

4th Novembar 75, as arranged. Mr. Gognka mcet m;x.@% on 3'
the 5th morning in his house wihen Mr. Birla WMWW‘%%
he had had a mecting with the authorities on the . Sﬂ -4...9““'
October before he lefl for Calonitta and had fm.lﬂﬂ ﬁut'lﬁ&{u

Ch & ik W

t‘t.g' -
-



he would go to Delhi for furthor discussions with tlmnnﬁ

if nocessary send for Mr. Goeorks agmin. Mr. Birla telephoned

Mr. Goenka to come to Delhi to meet the Minister on 10th
which he 4id. Before going tbossee Mr. Shukla at 5 PeMa, E%
was arranged that Mr. Goenka should miet K.K.Birla a,t

2.30 p.m. at Oberoi Intercontinental Hotel and ‘ﬂiﬂm&ﬁlﬁ‘-ﬁ%
they would sce Mrs G.D. Birla at at about 3 p.m. Mr. Gocnka

and meoet Mr. G.D.Birla and take hiz advice. Both

Birla and Mr. R.N.Goerka went to Mr. G.D.Birla w
chould call on the Prime indster, mthnr h

tage but he was gener1lly working in thet di :

@



. without any cdefence. To thds, Mr. Birla, simply said thét"a&

1long as he was there, there was no chence of this happening..

Mr. R.H. Goenka said thnt from whot he cculd soe, MreBirla =~ o

was not in » position to resist any Government pressurc at ni’i:}

“Mr. Birla and Mr. Goenka met Mr., Shuklna in his
office at S pem. on 10th November. Mr. Gooenka told Mr.Shukla :fF:-
that he was not agreeable to the imposition of the mejority -
directors as sugg ested by them and atded that Mr,Coerka's I
understanding was thaot the appointment wf the directors W‘n\; t‘-o ¥
be in consultation with him and thot they would be falr-minded

businessmen- He also added that he understood from H:.'-hil’h

Goverrment. This was guite contrary to the understant
with Mr. Birla. Mr. Shukla frankly seid that wihrt Mr. G
said was not acceptable to the Goverimient aoe thn‘b‘lﬂ‘.

would have no right or veto in regard to the six Pw ' '
e
Shukla would like to have on the Board. Mr. Coenka ﬁiﬁw A
agal A
agree to the propositicon. Then lir. Shukls said that fhﬂ? ﬂmr

intended that these six directors should be fnir-minded porson -
PR |



it this stage, Mr.Goonkn sald that since p

S.P.Jain agread te¢ easriier were na!:nw

with his son and Shri S.P. Jain. Eveptually, a Eufthﬁrﬁ- ;
meeting tock place on Wednesday the 12th November afl_:'_lii-fﬁ'ﬁ-.m.i
Barlier Mr. S.P.Jain and Mr. R.N.Goonka met Mr.K.K.Biral

and discussed the matter further. Ls a result of the dls— T ‘
2Tk “.
;

cussion, Mr. Goenks agreed to four of the sevon n:-,ms-:'l:{mt_ i.

were suggested viz: ey

;;%- : {1) Shri K.K. Birla J

nﬁ . . s R 3

[ (2) Shri P.R. Remakrishnan. A ‘_;.'-Ff.._
(3) shri Vinay Shah. . ¥ __?"If

{4) Shri Lnthony, President, Kerala Pradesh W“E

i.

Congress Committee.
-né he gave his own list of twenty porsons (copy amc:mﬁ&; .
out of which the Government should select two ;:yfa;r_qmb.r-.
Nr. K.K» Birla said thot this was on excellent prx
#nc¢ that this should be ccceptable &a the Gove,
these twenty persons as men of eminences The mac

Mr. Shukla took place at 11.30 a.m. when Mr.Birla



far 25 the mattor undar discussion was concernad. Tho Gtw’a |

E, | p ¥
would impose their own persons and Mr. Geoenka would have rha

Jdue coursze. Mr. Goenka wait:c-r.l in Delhi £rom Tl':ursdmf to
but there was no response from the Minister. He left for

Calcutta on Monday morning.



Ramakrishnan Bajaj,
~ 5ri Dadachanji J.B. Idve

Sri Mottu Satyanarayana,

Sri Thannu Bhai, Solicitor, Bombay.

Sri Dwarnka Nath Recdy, Industrinlist,

P )
Sri V.L. Datk, L of g;;p‘ Madre.

Sri K.S. Narayanann of India Cements, Madrus.

o

3 z i LW i
Sri L.L. Narayanan of Rane & Co.,Industrialist, Madmas.

%
o)

Sri S.M. Ramakrishn= Rao, Industrialist, Bangalore.
Sri G.K. Devarajulu, u Coirbatore.

sri N,D. .Sundaravadivelu, Retd.Vice Chancellor, b
Madras University, Madrus. s

sri Remn-th Pocddar, Industrialist, Bombay.

s



Departments and for successful defence a
be necessary. He also ccrnpla:l.ned to Mr. Birla that tho Pu
National Bank nominece on the Board was not helpful aiﬂf in

' case he should be dropped.

7. draft of the policy Resolution was sent to ER

Mr. K.K. Birla by RNG as an enclosure to that letter. i

December 1975: . -"‘..""‘"
on 4th December 1975, RG, Mr. K.K.Pirld and Rt i
SR
Mr. V.C.Shukla met for further discussions regarding _‘.’.’;Lﬂ
Government nominees. The names were settled as under: ey bu:,
1) lﬂr-! chu Biﬂﬂo :\-:-g
2) Mr. B.R, mﬂﬂhﬂﬂn q
3) Mr. V:‘.na;y K«Shah £ #‘ -
4) Mr. N.K. hnthony R FEE o
5) Mr. Kamalnath & & Pranle
6) Mr. G.D. Kothari. L ATt
TN
It was further agreed that Mr. Birla would be the Chalrman *'f;bii'r-‘-"
s Y Ay

of the Companies toc supervise the implementaticn of the :q

editorial policy as laid down. RiG and BDG woald be :'m_ > ;.

control of administration and financc. & policy muo,,"'_f,'_' 1

was olaced before the mueting and agreed to by all the

R 015



.position f£rom time to time at every stage. L1l the macaqéﬁ!ﬁm‘ e

* December 1975 and 3lst December 1975 respectively. In t'.hese’

agreement. He said that the Govermment was changing'ie\:m ._:

LS
granted by Mr. R.N.Goenka have becone the starting peint for
further bargaining and stiffening of the attitude of the E;
Covernment. If this went on, the whole arrangement could £all :

fhrough.

The process ©of co-opting the Government n ’
on the Boards of Madurai Company and Andhra Prabha Ltd.
was substantially completed at the meetings held on 30t! i

meetings Shri K.K.Birla was appointed Chairman of the two

was co-opted at the mecting held on 5-2-76) . _ a
7t the mecting, on Mr. Birla's squ:astian. ahﬂ ¢
according tc a draft resolution prepared by Mr.Birla
accountant, a Committee of Directors censisting ofmrs :
of the Goenka group was formed in the Madurai Company and
in the Andhra Prabha to lock after finance anc adm

5. similar Committce was formed for the ch‘baY CMP?IEIY also



On an objection raised by Mr. i.H. ¢
Editor, the " Dinamani', to the word in *I:hq ,
(" were directed to report"), M. Goenka tock

decided to reword the resolutien and this was
confirmed. The reworded resolution read: 75 W

n. 1t was further RESOLVED that the (bt
= o S t Editors of varicus publications be.
o+t . advised to keep in touch with the
Chairman and to seeck his guidance in
regard to editcrial matters. -

‘When the subject matter of the Bombay “ommittee
of Directors to look after finance and administration g )

e came up, Mr. Birla suggested that since the Managing

Director was already functioning in' that capacity

* the appointment of a Committece of Directors would be
superfluous. However the subject was deferred for -:nns%&-';
deration at the next meeting. l iy -
The Indian Express had been mking plans E!:ma

sometime in 1974 to bring out an edition from C

completed. lisra wanted to know when Mr. St ',
clear it. Mr. mmmumwﬁ . ’,_ﬁ



Oon an ob:‘ec.ttpn raised by Mr. A.He S
BEditor, the " Dinamani”, to the word in tha

confirmed. The reworded resclution read:

- BTt erag! further ‘RESOLVED that the T s
- . Bditors of varicus publications be. "
_ - advised to ke=p in touch with the
Chairman and to seek his guiaznce 1
regard to editcrial matters."

e
"When the subject matter rof the Bombay Cuwn:l:tt.aa i % ?'
of Directors to look after finance and administration 4

came up, Mr. Birla suggested that since the Managing

-

Director was already functioning in that capacity

the appointment of a Committee of Directors would be

|
superfluous. However the subject was deferrod for consi- !_I_-_" g

deration at the next meeting.

sometime in 1974 to bring out an edition £rom Ch

On the 14th January 1576, Mc. R-K.Hisrs, General Man 8
Indian Express, met Mre. Shukla and told him that 111 %
yrarcorents for bringing out the publication hﬁbﬁﬁ.\'v.“

W e. gemetie A En knrtr whon Mre Shikias

already censtituted., MNre mmmﬂq



ress would certainly not have gf:me as

s

the arrangements.
 Pebruary 1976:
hs agreed to, -the Punjab Naticnal Bank nominee
in the Board was withdrawn, on 7-2-76. '

Mra. Birla by his letter dated 11-2-76 addressad to By '
R.M.G. wanted Messers. Singhi & Co.Charterasd hccountants, :
. Calcutta, to be appointed as Internal Auditors. of the
_branches of the Indian Express Ccmpanics. Even though the K
three companies had internal audit arrangements already, F
'Mr. coenka readily agreed to the proposal. Ultimately,

| $e Messers. Bodha & Co. Chartered Accountants, Calcutta/Delhi, J ,
! e werc appointed as Internal suditors for the three companies ::.-."!
- effective from 1-5-76.
On 28~2-76 Mr. B.D.Goenka and Mr. R.K.Migra met
Mr. Shukla at Jelhi to seek his help £o cbtain bank facili- 5

ties through Mr. Pranab Mukherjee. Throughout this
Mr. Shukla adopted ar accusatory attitude and cmph&n&l
metters regarding editorial, advertisements etc. He Eﬂﬁﬁ. -:_ ]
said that Mr. Birla was not getting enough co-cpemtim £
from Goenkas. This was denied by Mr. B.D, Soepka., Moos B.ﬂ" _
fnanks a’se morntioned that there was an impressiocn M L-ﬁi{!:
Aoz forior Mewdd g M, neuf - Ehasind Saction that —18



to examine the contents of aa.], pnpefs puh .'
Copy of the note on this subject is annexed.

raised by him at that meeting should have to be finalised

5th Zpril when he would be visiling Delhi again. Zlthough

ne financial powers or responsibilities had been
conferr ed on Mr. Birzla, he wanted to assume powers *ﬂ

Lo

regarding these areas alsc contrary to the agroement. = ;E
Meetings of the Boards of the threc companies were

called at Delhi on 9-4-76. RNG was not aware of this as he

was confined to bed and under strict medical control and



‘case. Mr. R.MN.Goenka told Mp. Birla that the article t

&3 Mr. Mulgackar, Editor-
This was a matter relxﬁinq
tion of tha Egqitorial b

. :i.mportant aubj ect~ the

Bombay at the reguest of the former. Mr.quqkn-
this trip in spitc of his ill-health. Mr. Birla coi
abcut an artiecle written by Mr. Ljit Bh..ttacharjm @n ._f'fs-_,_

regard to the Supreme Court Judgment on @ Habecus 00::1:\:!3 ql@r,

offered a mild and constructive suggestion while other .
papers had commented more strongly including the "National- \
Hera1d" which was a paber near to the Government. Mr. Eirl@

also told Mr. Goenka that he (Birla) had complote powers n
regard to appnir:tments, transfiers etc. of editorial sdﬂ:!:‘f v i
and Mr. Birla wanted Mr, 5Ljit Bhattacharjea to be sent to R
Gangtok. Mr. Goenka told him that thisz was not the lﬂlﬂB.E-.-' 7 -
standing that was reached. and spelt out in his lgtté_:_f '.:‘
addressed to Mr. Birla on 26th Hovember 1975,menb§nn‘ing .
clearly that Mr. Birla was tc supervise the editortak'.ll. _
nblicy and the proper implementaticn of the pﬁlﬁ-crr Iﬁg: _,‘- b4

tha t administrdfive functicons would rest with G:s&#ﬂml
He also drew Mr. Birla's attention to the ch:ﬁ Rﬂ!ﬂiﬁg—

passed to that effect. : ; by
Sl
--..._20 -"". "



_Mr. Goenka pointed cut that it was not according to. h:l:m
:..?ﬁﬁcenkal but according to the understanding arrived at

.pmﬂosiﬁan to which Mr. Goenka did not agree. . g

On the 5th evening Mr. Birla sent an unsigned typq!. RS
‘Statement (presumably at the instance of Mr.Shukla) giv.tﬁg e L !
a further proposal on the administration and editorial pol.i.cy . 'L
of all the Express Group of newspapers {copy ammexed). The 4

same day Mr. Goenka addressed a letter to Mr. Birla pointing

out the impracticability of implementing the suggestion

contained in that note . He alsc pcinted cut that the proposal

reference to the editors' relationship with the p

which would be legally and against the ethics of W 4am



|  The meeting could Hbﬁh;
days eithér due to the t 2 *
at Mathura. Mr.R.N.Goenka left ﬂ";‘
9th July.

The Board meetings of the throae
fixed for 19th July at Pelhi. HMr. Goanka

on the 19th by train on doctor's advice.

ting to fresh duties and responsibilities of the Eﬂmiﬂﬁ‘g .
|

4
as wanted by him was discussed at this meeting, After the
2 - . «..‘l_.‘.'.'

Aocard Mecting, Mr. Birla teld Mr. R.N.GAanka that he had
requested Mr, Shriyans Prasad Jain to join ‘them <in the

i
evening when all thres could have discussicng. At this
. meeting, Mr. Goenka reiterated his stand vig—a-vis tha

agreement reached between Mr.Birla and himself and the

b L
; Mr. Birla centinued to harp on his inherent o«
powers as Chaeirman to interfere with tha administmfan of
the a2ditorial department. The meeting concluded w :

concensus being reached. Mr.Birla, Kr.Goenka snd

were to meet at 6 Z.M. et é&?o .

G.D.¥othard that if he 3id act sgrse to the Propo -

to him by Mr:'Birlaron-the:Shrilv. he aleng with h:l.a
and daughter-in-law would be detained urder MISA. A sim

o

threet was held out to Mr. Goenka prior to the 2greement,

-



)
e 0L
Government and its nominees, he wrote a letter to H.g.l* .

Dhar, Secretary to the Prime Minister, on the '291:1: J‘ui.}.!

£all through it would be in spite of Mr.Goenka.
The " dire consequences"aid not take long o folmg."é
On the 24th July a Press Statement was released by: G

the Press Information Bureau under the headings:

W 11.BGE SCiLE T EVASION MMD FRIDD. BY
IM I USTRIZ.L TYCOOH (M7 NEASZLPER KINGM.

This release was highligited on AIR and TV and alse dn
the dailies and some language papers. The Prass re
cont-ined the usual and monctoncus a:].ega;'t:imﬁis ]
been repeated £rom time to time esrlicre PAL

nome was not Cirectly mentionad, the allam_

varde nim in unmistakanlc terms.



the Board of Management was announced excluding the Wumfﬂ

'On the 30th July a Gazette of India Mmminnry :

dsaned, whersin the Mindstiy ok lumntey © (o ATL T B ﬁuw;‘ﬁﬂl‘

Govt of India, announced the taking over of the H-anagm& *‘"

S
-

of Naticnal Company Ltd. undor Sec. 1644 of the Industries
(Mevelopucul £ Rognlatdion) Lhoeks 7o 14sl (5% s T BT H - S i i}"?‘.
1 ¥ ]

relating to Naticnal Company. This was broadcast ]
also on TV, and the nows highlichted on the 10tH.



Indian ﬂ-:presse 'coul'd'm W j
papers in the morning. The e

the work should not entail mr're :t‘._bnn an |

mean thit they are part of a campeign of persec
against the Goenkas and an atcempt to tornish l:hé

the Indian Exopress.

Hr. ReN. Goenka filled &

(copy att ached).
Memﬂhile, as the m.nsuruenecs ueE

duly censored, werc grave resulting ‘4n tarz
circulstion, in that the Ffine) Skay Wos ‘
the censcrs before 6,30 or 7 .. pesulCing
o-ition having tc be despatcheod and dali\’!!ﬂ
sfter’ & L.M. the Chmpiry Wad o cve the ;
bx‘hiﬁ‘}('rnuy %4‘ W {yaf yeAnissel of Sllin

- 1.1-1 -



in spite of assurance to Court, which would rather

a contempt of Court.




‘Objecticnale Matter ict" em

editor. The Press Commission also
the Biiter in the same veln particu. i 1 QK
the editor's relationship with the proprictor.
correctly, Shri Shukla himself saicd the other day =
to liberate the editor from the proprietors. This bas B
the constant theme of the Govt. 's proncuncements on the |

The Chairman of the Company represents the propri,w&ﬁ"
of the paper and the propositicn which was mpoted this mo
. to put it crudely, would make the Chairman a Super Edito
' Por the pripriector to function as Super Editor would be le
. and ethically wrong. You will alsc notice in this connoct
that policy which we have adopted required cur publicatien
Mo maiptain at all times highest standards cf ethics in
journalism".

In my opinicn the draft propeosal vi lates the policy
guidelines that we have a’epted.

b In this connection I would alsc draw your attentien to =
' the circular that the Sccrctary of the Company sent tao all the'
editors copy of which I understand Mr Misra has sent €0 you =
' this merning. This c.nfimms what I tcld you this morning and :

earlier that ther. i= no room for any misunddérstanding of the
. arrangement which was rcached between us and given effect to
in the Board's resolution of December 75. The oditers main- -
tain that thoy have abided by the Board's resoluticn and v
strictly £ollowed the poliey guidelines. ,

I am just giving yeu scme focd for thought. Please
J i :
onder over it. I shall alsc try to ecvolve an alternative

workable propesition for us to discuss bofore we meet Shrd
Shukla. L

With rogards;



and myself, to supm:viae
readily agreed to this as
General Manager, Shri R.K T 7
22nd Ockober 1975 (ecopy enclosedl,

Shortly after this, Shri K.K. B&.r’.h:
sugmioned by Shri V.C, Shukla and was told that the ar
which were 1iscussed with Shri R.X. rs sra n longer

an’ a new arrangement under which the'Government shou! {
majority of Jirsctors on cur Boarr wiuld have to be a.gih

if mysclf, my son B.D, Goenka and my Jaughter-in-law, :
Sarci Goerka; that is the entira family weére not to be det
under Misa.

In November £inal proposals wore put up by the Gove,
gacding the constitution of tho Boar! of Pirectors of tho
Express Group. The Governpent was to be reprasented
BSoard by six persons to e chosen in consultation wi
of whom, Shri K.E. Birla, was tc be the new Chairmman
dircctors were to be nominated by mo. The main' con
Government was that the BExpross Group should lend br
+£0 the Governmment in its policies and the measures 1
acdopt in the pursuit of thase pilicies. To that end, a reaﬁ-
luticn laying down the policy of the papers was fomlﬂt{eﬂ

After discussions, the draft of the policy quideli
and the letter accompanying them were finalised by Shri e
Shukla, Shri ¥.K. Birla and me on 26th Noverber 1975, capies
enclosed, marked Annestures 'BY and 'C' respedtively. :

This policy resclution was printed on the
and immeliately circulated Lo members of the edif
a1l over India. It was later officialily circula
Company 's Secretary to all cditors after the
Beara of Jirectors held on 16th Janusrcy
was Form ].1'«r 2pps :i"htel Chaimn. The ci

is "L"IC_-J,Y afl hered to and £ollc
on therecE and that for this pa =
thes Chalrvman from time to time and M
in he rettér. ’



oy i J.'I‘ -u_mng ta a‘g’ 50 T A A 9 el
the editorial department of the Exp
Group of Newspapers shall vest ¢
Shoup of Ntecapipt et foge
administration policy of Ehu new
b However, any acti o which invulw
8 -ﬁinunaiéluﬁé'gen"on the company W
. 'ﬂkan}gg the chgman.-ﬂtﬁmgis, he
y of the Board. The financial ant Susi ;
side of the group will be under the chargs e
of the Managing Director as hitherto. " e

MEL GoLdis w1711 Ra Faken Fa Gl Ul daenny
or the Managing Directer which will ba
in viclation of any of the existing laws'.

This demand sought to vest complete administrative control

. of the editorial department on the Chairman. In explaining
SOV the meaning of the note, Shri Shukla spelled cut for me

i that it included the right to J4smiss, appoint, transfer and

8 5 N give day to instructions to the editors.
,"lkﬁ! i, on my return from that mocting I prepared a letter
W o for Shri Birla in which I put forward my views about the
. unworkability of the proposals from the legal as well as f£rom

" ' ¥he professional point of view. Copy of the letter is enclosed .
“i‘ !i.';'. 'marked as innexure 'DJ'. i

; There the matter rested till yesterday the 19th July '7€
when there was a mecting of the Board. Therc was no discussion
at the mecting, of the new powers proposed for Shri Sirla, But
in the evening a mecting was arranged with Shri shukla to which
I accompanied Shri Birla. Shri Shukla maintained that the % iy
Indian BExpress has viclated the guilelines on several occagions.
I ¢o1a him that the only occasion which was pointed cut by the
Chairmar to mc was an article ¢n the judgment of the Supreme
Court ~n a Hzbeas Ccrpus Petition. I explained that geveral
papers including the Hational Herald had already comncnted on
judsenent more strongly, whereas the Inien Express had made
conscruckive suggosticns. Shri Shukla sald that othar papers

;s b coicicel but the, inidan Express was expected o give s
FonTil 1 mort to the Govise The Jogic of this GiSOTIRERSEEON
' © Te--3 ... rinadle dnri Shukia repestod DS

S == i

et A



usiness n'sanagemant I am parti l{\f mi;g‘;-_
‘relaticnship of a propristor with the
eny sditcr who lays claim to pmfcsaiona
it possible to submit tc the kind cof cverl
sought to be cxercised by the Chaiman,whs aSter a
presents the management. The net result will heia
morale throughout the entire editorial staff and tho BExp
Group will never be able ta reccover from such a blow. IM“ ¥
point cut alsc that ther’ have been severzl pronouncements ;
~ by spckesmen of the Gc;vern'nr."nt includins Shri Shukla, on t
L very subject of the editors! rospunsibility vis-a-vis the |
FLe ..--prprietnr or any other cutside autherity. These pmnunca—
" ment support my stand.

I do not se: any way cut of this situaticn. ©On the ope »
o hand it goes against the crain after my eprerience of 45 years
. ofdpaling with such matters. On the cther hend, in submitting '

' 1 sec nothing except gradual daegencration of the paper and S ol
e ite financial eollapse. This surzly is not what is being i"‘?;f#
S zought to be achieved, v
]l?jl‘? b g - " ..Ill
|

= - Perhaps you coulsd give me some advice in the matter.
: Be as it may be let me assurc you that I shall continue to a
i adhere strictly to the editorial policy that has baen ngreﬂﬂ
dﬂ to in Movenber 1575.

With regarcls,

Shri P.li. Dhar,

Secmtary to the Prime Minister, _‘ : ,.; -'
Prime Hinister's Secretariat 2 AT
NEW DELRI ¥ K P

E .'l"“-.‘rl =2
Encl: as ab ve e

V. - 5
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- involves any ext

approval of the Board. The financi
side of the group will be undér the
Managing Director as hitherte.
S
No action shall be taken Ly the C]
or the Managing Pirctor which will ba iﬁ:

of any of the cxisting laws.
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ous ingenicus methods.

BENAMI TRINSICTIONS.

in array of facts showed beyond doubt that un
neys of the grous were coming to the surface under a

©f the funds, which involved the sctting up of dummies,
ulasion of transactions, falsification c£ accounts, fabriﬂq-\f
on Of dAccuments, clandestine understanding with senior exccu-
res in key positions and analogous technigues.

This industrial group began cormering large blacks cf
res of an important stecl company. The P’-lrchasas which w'&‘.l

tgmittances amiunting £o about Rs, 1.5 croriéa mrpm:‘ted £0 amat
* from'a bank acccunt in a metrepolitan city standing in an assmé_
name Operated by a dummy, who was a wery near relaticn of the
person contrslling the group. The remittances were made €0 é!@;t‘
of the companies ¢f the graup and were later channelled to ¢
venient cutlets for the purposes of investment in ah&rénﬁ
said ste:sl company. The remittances wer: invariably g
cash deposits of eguivalent or near eguivalent amcunts
account. '

These manipulaticns have bBesn :uacessfully j

fundz have been assesseod in the hands -.f one G:E,
ar *=- unlisclose” incrme fnr DRIRen



at.adc—in—-trazle. Then camz & crash in the prices uf ghq.
the steel ccmpany. The result was that the twe com
the group which wers mainly holding the shares of H:a
company, werz faced on the cne hand, with huge liabilit
and on the other, with very large losses. These losaes
not be set off against the other income, ifi any, of tha &

two companies as their heldings of tha shares of the steal A
company werc by way of investment. Zn ingénirus scheme wam\
therefore, hatched and four of the companies of the group.

and their directors and cthers entered intc a ceonspiracy t’.(.
£raufulantly form a begqus £irm and make it falsely appﬂar..
the firm had becn formed £rem an earlier date.

sharcs. The capitai of the said firm was pumposted £o
contributed by the £our companies of the group in t‘ha
shars holdings, mostly sharcs *)f tha gte-l company i
the companies of the g .ap. BY na:c:.ng a false and ﬂ?

tune of akout 85 lacs Wer sSought o ba 3«‘1&&1&6 an the
fipm to cot tho said lesses set off, dn turn, "By ﬁiﬁ%
ror  companies, in tha prop rt*rn of thelr sharos in th
her incrowm, @nd ti‘tera.by cheat 'tﬂﬂ"

LE cudbia b






ous ingenicus methods.

BEWT TRANSACTIONS.

in array of facts shcwerlb&yonﬁ.;ﬁtﬂi‘h .
meneys of the groun wers coming tu the surface Iun&a;" a
£cr being used in the businesg. What was attmmmj..
rehensive strategy to camouflage the real esurce and "whﬁﬂw
of the funds, which involved the, s.,t..ing up of Adummies,
dun cg tranam:stiana, falsification of accounts, fabﬁqa-
snts, clandestinc undorstanding with senior execu-
tions and analognus ftc'.chniques. bl

8 the tunc cf about Rs.10 crores wverce finance' partlyhy

t‘a.ama cperated by a Aummy, whe was a very near relation ﬂf
, person controlling the group. The remittances were made
of the companies of, the group and vere later channclled to

=31 stezl company. The remittances wers irvariably
cash deposits of sguivalent or near eguivalent am:un!-.s’
account.
These manipulaticns hove besn guccessfully det
£hi Tao-matax department with the aid of fully docus
“unds hawe been assessed in the hands CfOna df iﬁﬂq[
Cﬂ“"‘\"-‘“'"‘" b{, ﬁ*a. 91::’*‘? cxo yupdisclosed incrme fOr

of to~ ,f_qmg.



were belng acquired by the griup evis"untrf ﬁiﬂi
of acguiring contrcl over the managemant of r.;w

the companies of the group. Earlier, the s}mrea ef Lthe ¢
company werz held by way of investment as distinguished |
stock-in-trade. Then came # crash in the prices of
. . the steel company. The result was that the twe companiea ©
~ the group which were mainly holding the shares of tho stesl
company, wers faces! on the one hand, with huge liabilities
ana en the cther, with vers large lusses. Th.eqex
not be sct ofE against the otiier inccme, iﬂ. any: -

company wWere by way of dnvestment. Zn ingeni us s
therefore, hatehed and four of the combanics of the
and their directors and cthers entered intc a conspirac
fraudulantly form a bogus £irm and make it £alsely apj
the £irm had becn formed from an ehrlier data. The '

sharcs. The capital of tho said fim was purposhed >
contributed by the four companies of the group é.n thp F
share holdings, mostly shares of <ha gtedl company
the companios of the griap. By making a falsa m‘-ﬁ _‘
claim as tc the oxistence of the £irm, capital icsses
tune of about BS lacs wer ﬂug‘ht te b saddled on the |
£irm to cot the said lcsses set off, in furn, by ¥

ik camranies, in tho preosorticn of their s!mm iﬂ-
Mtum— “‘9‘““"@:;5: o‘l‘l'uﬂ Iricrme, -2nt '-he::-.by g; the
Mewirum&.v.&sg ..--ls-‘nlfn-

({;‘L"—Mrﬂ-l*

o fperd®



eeper prube hy its specialisuﬂ ;mv__'_' £l
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A am w,r.i.ting i:o ym nqmtn
] ze&. I am being attacked
~ afraid, has procecded to misuse
and reputation. His intenticn is evident
is ctherwise no cccagion for the Pross I
is under his charge, to distribute an off:
evening alleging that "a leading in :
paper king controlling a chain of newspapers publi
taneausl_f from Madras, Bombay, Delhi, Madurai, Ban
~ ©  and /hmedabad and other places" - this can only ref
Yhas becn caught by the Income Tax Department £or del
£raud and evasion of tax cn income of fver Rs. 2 crores ™
enclose?) Ther: is nothing new abeut the charges alleged 'in
. the Press Notep they have heck made beforc and are being re=
~ peated with the sole object of ma.licming me. The charges are
“net only libellous and mischievous; they also amount to conf
of court since the allcgations are still pending hefore th
courts and nc judgment has been proncunced on them so.far.
The language in which I have been described and the aasumptien
of guilt it makes are clearly an attempt to influence thae
erurts as well as to damage my roputation.

Several newspapers bave published these charges prominent-
1y and in detail because they came from the Government. Others
have beon more cauticus in view ¢f the possibility of contempt
i : and the cbvious malice conveyed by the language of the releasa.
J‘ All India Radic and Television, which arc under the control of
Shril shukla, put cut the charges in detail in news broadcasts,
thus providing ancother instancs cf blatant misuse of efficial
machinery.

Socme of the charges publicised by the Press Infnrmatmn
Bureau relate to matters covercd by the 'Juluntary Disclasum
Scheme. The Income Tax dauthoritiss had purguaded me to =
peace" in spite cf my being able to satisfy them about the
return I had filed. I agroed tu their suggestion to avoid 8
confrontation with the Government. I wWoeld alss 1
ot that tho Grvcrr'm;nt had pledged £o treat such m:
“seor=t". The Zress Information Bureau relcgse
c-ntravencs a solemn assurance given by the P::es"



Wich negaxﬂs;

shri P.H. Jhar,

Secrstory to the Prime Minister,
Prime dinister's Scerctariat

Hew Delhi.

Encl: Copy of Press Informaticn Bureau Rsloase.




ducu.ments. The pmgmss of the case in cou '
by a number of petiticns at interlocutary stages
these petitions werc ultimately rejected and the ca
now been committed to Séssions. N

Incther case relating te allegaticns of gongpinw‘;- ;
criminal breach of trust, use of forged dﬂmmnts. et
was rogistered in the CBI against the same
its Directors, namcly, Sbri R.N. GCenka, his ao ,ﬂ’l ;
B.ll. Goenka and cthers and certain officials of tha &
in Pelbruary 1970 aftor scme investigatisn by the Dep
of Company Jffairs. In this casc alsc same tactics 'we:'ﬁ
adopted and cn the basis of writ applications which wera
ultimately dismissed crders fur stay of investigation
were cbtained by the accused. Ultimately the accused
succeaded in getting a stay in rogard to £iling of a
sheet pc".[]in[i' disposal of the appoals against dismia.gal
of various writ petitions. Thig satay slga has been
# ' vacated rocently.

such mal-practices were hot confimel to fute campané

but wers extended £¢ the newspaper chain edptrolled by
Skri R.1. Goenka with the specific purpise of qhtain;.ng -
funds for cornering sharcs of e public Limited Companys.
Certain newspepers controlled by the BExpress Group
credit facilities, oze the basis of stocks which aid
exist; and the money cbtained from barks in this
which amcunted to several lakhs, was utilised fm# U
entircly unconnectdd with the TuRiting « £ tha
7. chargesheet in £his casc was filed against S
Goenka, Shri B.D. Coenka and others <in 2Li5ed
case one witness has alrealy given d:.i;aim
'-,lera':':.ict,, rosorted EC under the ordeaps ﬁtﬁ
Goenke and B.l. Socnka for getting funds Erom ba
a5is - neon-cxistent stocks, and false docuncn
4 = rile case is procesding at ':resent iiﬁ




minly IISCG aharn’s
e:mupany anr.‘ thus the *amﬁtu

Goenka at o few crures. The incouo-tax arzears
yet ti be realised.

R JC0 s K S TSN
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factured or pm:‘uced
and that immediate action is -neemar.ir to
situation;

Now, therefore, in exercise of the j
by Clause (a) of sub-saction (i) of Sa
Industries (Development and Ragulatic
1951) the Central Govermmont hereby authordses the
¢f persons consisting of -

CH:IRM N e
1. Lt.Gen.J.S.Arora/C, Webster Lts, 23-A, Netajd =

Subash Road, Calcutta 700-001. -w*‘
MENBERS SRR, T )

2. shri I.L.'Tri-s:. thi, C/c Tripathi Parcek A
(Consultants) P.Ltd, 18, Netaji Subzgh Road, o]
Calcutta-1. A

3~ Shri G.S. Sivaraman o/c Duncan Bros Co.l l".d_'-?'p 2
Hetaji Subhas Read, Ccleutta-l.

4. Shri imo) Ganguli, cfc Prince Water House Pem:&;ﬁm cifes!

TG Calcutta-i. -’1*
S 5.Shri 5.P. Sengupta Chicf Manager, Commercial Mf

iRy State Bank of India, Calcutta.

6. Shri Hrishikesh Ghose,Jute Technologlst,
46, Satish Mukherjec Roesd, CGalcutta-6.

7. Shri €.R. Sengupta, Deputy Gepcral Manager, = 5
Industrial Jevelopment Bank of India, Resem Bank
of India Building, Calcutta-1. -

8. Shri 0.P. Berry, Industrial Development /
India, ¥ew India Centre, 1'1,.-l:mpo_:ca.q;;‘,-
Bombay ;

9. Prof.Nitysnandza do, c/o Bangabtmai als)
12, Scctt Lane, Calcutia-9,. !

10. Shri Gountanm Ukil, Managing Bixeﬁtﬂ‘;
of India, Calcutta -TI.

. Chztterjce, Industrial Ad
: the Jute Commuissioner, 20,
in Street, Czlcutta-69.

11.




2. This oxde hal
years ctmmencing £rom the -dﬂﬁe 7
FFFif‘jal g'aZe'Ltﬁ.

/true copy/
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nNow,

(a)

(b)
(c)
(a)
(e)
SESUE)

(g)

(h)

and publicztion therecf is authoriged :
by the said Chief Censor af oEher authe
the case may be.

THEREFORE, in exem:l.sg qf ’fﬁ‘t&
ek rale (1} (a)/(aa) of pile 48 of Def
Security of India Rules, 1971, the Cen!sral e
mikcs the following order, namely:—

(1) That o matter shall be published .tn tho
Express' or in the 'Sunday Standard’ m‘ks'

lished frem New bDelhi, Bombay, Madras, |
Vijayawada, Bangalore, Zhmedabad and Co
such matter h"ts been subm.ittea Fer scml:_

Govurnmcnt (.f .Lndia,- Sh"strl Bhovan, '?.
Ist £loor, Dr. Rajendya Prasad Roadp

in Bombay, to the Specisl Press ldviser,
Government of Maharashtra, Sachivalaya;

in Madras, to the Stute Censor, Shastri
Bhavan, Grournd floor, Haddows Roadj . nak
in Madurai, to the Censor, Sovt.of India, bf
Kothai Illam, Ist £loor, Plot Ho:67,2nd

Herth street, irincgir lnna Magar;

in Vijayawada, tu the hssistant Cullcctur: and’ .
loc=l Censcr, Sub-Collector's office; _'

in Bangalore, tu the Al7itional Secretary to ﬁhq
Govt. of Karnataka, Home Depertment, Vidhen® |

in Zlmedabad, €. the State Censor,
Jkhandanarn’a Hall, Bhadra; ¢

in Ceochin, te¢ the Censor, Government aE
India, ¥umnri Mendirem, Woriam Road,




Elﬁi‘l:r.tr*-in—m'lief _
'sunday Stan&art.' - 1
Zafar Marg, New Pelhi.

_Shri R.K. Misra, gasus

Printer & Publisher oi the 'Indian Expm
'Sundsy Standard' Express Building, Baha
Zafar Marg, Mew Jelhi.

. Shri P.lM. Rajagopalan,
Printer & Publisher of th: 'Indian Express' and 'bho
YSupcay ‘Standard'; C/o Indian Express Press,;

Bombay-21.

4. shri R, Ramakrishnan, . = SN

Printer & Publisher of the 'Indian Express and the
'Sunday Standard’' C/o Indian Express Press,
Btmﬂ:m}f-zj.-

Shri R. Ramakrishnan,
Printer & Publisher of the 'Indian Express' and! ﬂ'@

AR 'Sunday Standard' Dinamani Press, Express Eaf:ntﬂ;
aems Madras-600002. -
o 6. Shri P. Xrishmaswamy, ]
A Printer & Publisher of the 'Iniian Express' m:ﬂ he
tSunfay Standard' Dinamani Precs, ExXpress Gu dens,
Marlurai-525009. i Y



Chi(..a. Secmtaxy: Delﬁi

3. Dircctor of Infomticu. & %'
Delhi Zdministration, Selhi-

isf Secrotary, Govt.of Maharashtra,

BombaYe

Goverrment of Meharashtra,

Special Press ..dviscr,
Sachivalaya, Bombay.

6. Chicf Secretary, Govt. £ Tamil Nadu, Fort St. sam,f
. Madras.

7. State Censcr, C/c Press Ir*funm.tion Buroou, Hﬁmﬁ:&;
Bhavan, Ground Floor, Haldews Road, Hadras. :

Censor, Gowvt.of India, Kothai Illam, Ist fioor,
Plot No.67, 2nd Narth Street, lLringar Znna Nagar,
Madurai.

9. Chief Secretary, Govt. of Anchra Pradesh, Hyderabad.

10. State Censor & Director of Information and Public
Relations, Govt.of ‘nihra Pradesh, Hyderabad.



State Censor, C/o Press
Nivas, T.C. 14/1449, Pa
Trivandrum.

Censcr, Govt.of India, €/« Press i
Eumari Mondiram, Wariam Road, BEr

Sclx’_'.-

UNDER SECRETZRY TC THE GOVT.OF INDIA. &




Indian Express
Sunday Standard

Screan

Financinl Express

Ick Sntta

Sunday Loksatta (Marathi)
Sunday Loksatta (Gujarati)
Dinamand

Indhra Proha - Daily
finihrs Prarbha- Woekly
Kannada Prabha

Tatan Gujarat

Rang Tarang

Dipamani Kadir

Janasatta

Thandni
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You ux;:r:essed the wish that the 1
£riendly and na—opnrativa in its ated
Mr. R.N. Goenka's respense to this s
and cculd not be any questicn of
to the government as this couldaly :
publicaticons themselves and, even more rtant
interest. This is not to claim that the Indian Bxpr
has consistently :upporte\.l governmental policies. B
large it has supported the: bread_directicn of tha
policies even while criticising them some: ast

the main, however, the brunt of [
ground of implementation of govemmnmental

Mr- R.H. Goonka was prepared to accept that the emphasis
has been occasionally misplaced giving reasonable mgg fﬁﬁ
uphappiness to the government, But it has not Baeh his

practice to interfers with the discrotion of the Edftor
g0 long as tha Bditor acted un cbjcctive consi : th
malice and expressed himsei in mspc-nﬂihle langu:
the confines ¢f the paper's traditicnal policy of
judgement cn dssve of public intorest.

If what is now expected of the Indian Express is & wm e
pesitive and constrictive view of the government's rﬂ:jadtivﬁr
Mr R.H. Goenka was in agroement. He 1s not unmipdful that
mich go.d has resulted from the present active phage of
governmental intervention in several f£ields of the nat:l.oﬂ'u
life in terms of productivity, discipline and gocd order
and he is himgelf of the opinion that these measures
are in cbvicus public intcrest should be pursued mora
getically. . )

le would alsc like te point out that the Indisp
Group <f Yewspapers (which includes several
the Indian laﬂg'l.lages} has a ecirculaticn of a md
and = certain attitude in the treatment £ public
is asscciated with the griup in tha minds of 3Cs
He woull like to think these wer. not irresp
He monticns this because he fecls that vial
attitudes will destroy the groups
situation it will not serve anyohe

m these




. acts he is bolioved to have committed otc.

His performance in the repayment of dapasits
by the Reserve Bank, 7.5 crcres having been re
3 yoars leaving only 2.70 crores to be retired !
has been £ully secured by a mortgage created in fa
depositors on the Express Towers, Bombay, which is val
Rs. 10 crores.

The Indian Express Group has been un
far some time from. complete lack OF er
departments of the government. #All he hepe
ment ies equal treatment with cther newspapers 1& 3
publicaticn, allocation of foreign exchange, newsprint
sther facilities. He wants no privilege, concessions
which arce not in the normal course available to other
paper establishments. .

With regards,

Yours sinceraly,

i '*""I;'_' : s/ R.X. Misra
ugf Genl. Manager
el Shri V.C. Shukla,

Minister for Information & Broadees ing
Govt. of India,
ew D.‘:lhi.



culty in this respect. I had forwarded a a
ycu from which I suggest the twe Directors ma
If vou sos dedire, I can send you a suppl

the purscse.

v

May I point cut that I agreed to the Government s&
or nominating six names in princiole, but I mades it clga
en all r=lavant occasicns that such neminations or selectis
sheuld be made with my congent. I, however, it was hot
upcerstood Y ypu,fp, s meana feceict SN
agsure you and the Government that in pressing E h
point, there is no question of any stubbormness cn my
My madin crnsidaratdion in pressing Uids da fhat the |
and the pater function smot tlily which iz possibla enl
if it has a humegenous Board. Further, as you arc aw
a number of prosecutions have beon launched against me
the members cof my family by varicus governuental depa
These cases have becn £iled against us ad Jirictors of
Indian Express Group. HMNaturaliy I would like to fight ith
paeps anneas=Fnlily and woald pot 1ike nysol£ o be driven
to a position whereby I £ind it difficult (0 delfoad myaslf
For this purpose alse, I.£fel a homogenous Board is nece=4 8
SSALY. W

Thers i ot pacocib e wador i Lhe Doard cepids
cenling the bankers of the Company, Punjab Haticnal Bank.
This person will have tc be dropped from the Board and)
can only be @one by the Government asgking the Bapk e -
withdraw its nominee.

The main intenticn of the goverpment has b
the paper may support it inp its various polich
measures. 55 a furtber safeguard to mest this
proposing that the Board may pass a Iescl ;
setting cut the editorial policy of the pape:



Shri K.K. Birla,
Calcutta.
Encl-
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nal amity by eschewing ail nmarroum
‘and regional and linguistic chauv:

To ensure the publicaticn of news and view#

privata ent:etrpr'isé na‘b in
gocd would enjoy a valued place.

Tc advocate moral and material pm
spears of activities viz, social, poli
economic.

T resist ocbscurantism, rogimentation and tmli‘-' ;
tardan in any faem. | ”1

Te foster ideels of naticnal un

in conformity with the law; there should u,lsb
be acrupmlcous avoidance of all chaence ma
and of items thot tend to blackmail or viliﬁy
any one for personzl gzins,

T dnfuse all comments and criticisms with
utmost chbjectivity and to be above biaa or parti-

san outlock. _ i ‘;"
Generally to lend sunport to the Govermment ' -ﬂ
for all measures for the emancipation of people

and in particular to suppert:

the 20 Point Economic £rogramme announced by the
Prime Minister and to all the socic-cccmomic
welfare measures of the Government; :

:'“'

the eradication of all sceial evils.
all the schemes that would improve
discipline and build up naticpal ix

21l measures taken by thc Govariment
P ert, and improve the lot of thdt-

To meintoin at all times bhighast
athics and journalisms



