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A piquant situation has arisen in Gujerat with the surprise
adjournment sine die by the Speaker of the Gujarat Legialative Assembly on
a motich moved by the Minister for Parlismentary Affairs imsediately afeer
the passing of the Apprepriation Bill but before the Finsnos D1l which gives
effoct to taxation measures, could be considered smd pussed inte law, The
moral is obvious, Mr. itendra Desal and his gover;iment are mot sure of
their position inspite of thelr boasts of majority or stability, This
was clearly proved by the rssult of the iajya Sabha slections held on that
Very day when the four seats from Oujarat went equally to old Congress mnd
to the oombined Opposition. Govermment's third candidate ‘siled wisersbly
even though support was invoked in the name of Scheduled Tribes, It is
learnt the Govermment is now trying tc have the Assewbly prorogued by the
Governor so that thergfan be mo trial of strength em the floor of the louse
which is the basis of our democracy, All this is belng done by Shri Kitondra
Desai, the so-called champion of democracy and discipline, presimably with
full suppert from leaders of the old Congreas sitting in New Delhi. People
will not easily forget how Thri il Lendra Degal voted for disciplinary action
sgainst the Prime Minister during Lhe Congress crisis last yesr and yet
the sawe gentle=an would not take disciplimary action g ainst his mesbers
when g poor Adivasl, did not get even the alloetted musher of first preference
votes which all went to the other two candidates who are obviously the
favouriteg of the gld Congress. It is for Adi asis and Herijens to conglder
whether g ter this experience snd treatment, they should remain in the old
Congress party or whether they should jein hands with Swatsa'ra and the
epposition parties who mobilised all thelr stremgth to see sn Adivasi clected
with thely support in preference to many candidalers vho are claiming the
privilege of election to Eajys Sabhg, By getiing the House adjourned or
prorogued, Shri M tendras Dessl may put off the evil day; but it remsins
to be seon how leng he will be able te defy public epinicn or the will ef
democracy, MNemesls will come sure and certain, sooner rather than later,
Mesnwhile, reports from Ahmedsbsd indicate that resentment against Govermment's
action i spreading even beyond the precinets of the Lagislative Assewbly
and that Gov rnment is being condemned by all snd sundry, including even big
industrialists, whe only the other day went out of thelr way to dabble in
politics and {asued & statement supporting the eld Congress against the sttacks
by Swatantra and eppomition parties. The Swatsnc™s Party will me doubt take
note of these satics on the part of Gujarat industrislists. i
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