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July 21, 1989
Dear Navroz,

You will recall that when we met at the Leela Penta in
April during the seminar on 'Perestroika in India', I had
mentioned to you that the Maharashtra Swatantra Party
continues to exist and that it would like to challenge the
recent amendments to the Representation of the People's
Act asking political parties to register themselves and while
doing so to swear by socialism, secularism and democracy.
While we have no problem in regard to swearing by secularism
and democracy, we cannot swear by socialism because the very
basis of the Swatantra Perty is opposition to socialisml A
copy of the Party's Statement of Policy and our Constitution

are attached.
uhxifﬁuJ?

In response to a press rep calling on parties to
register themselves and to get their Constitution amended
by ineluding socialism, seculerism and democracy we are now
Mriting to the Flection Commission asking for pegistration
ybut under protest., We are also not swearing by socialism.
There are two drafts (attached) of the letter we wish to
send marked 'A' and 'BE'. I personally prefer draft 'B'
because it states things frankly and keeps the threat to go
to Court open. |

\

Iwwonder if you could help us to file a Writ in the High
Court as soon as the Election Commission rejects our applic=-
ation which it will., In the light of what we would like to
do, could you look at the two drafts, advise us whéch of the
two you would prefer, and make any changes that you might
like to make.

It is a pity that even a party like the BJP has caved
in to what is patently an unfair law.

The letter has to reach the Flection Commission before
August 14. I mentioned this to Minoo Masani and he would very
much like us to challenge this amendment to the Constitution.
I shall be happy to cell on you &t your convenience,

Your;&;;;jjiflra

(8. 1.; RAJD)

With kind regards,

Mr, Navroz Searvai
Bombay.






-
-

a
’I

The Secretary

Electkon Commission of India
Nirwachan Sadan

Ashok Road

New hi 110 001,

Dear Sir,

This refers to the reports in the press that political
parties should register with the Election Bommission of India.
We, thc(ﬁ;;;;;:E?EETEGZ:;;;;:ﬂ;;;;;% in existence since August
1959)thouqh not qu}te sure about the validity of the law calling
for registration of political purtteq,herobv-tnuk ask you to
reglster us. Ve do ms: so without prejudice te cur right to
question the Constitutional w"-!!"ten of the amensmahdt to the
Reprewentation of the Peoples' Act making registeation mandatory.

fhile seeking registraticn under the existing law of the

land the(Maharashtra)Swatantra PartyYreaffirms its loyalty to

the Constitution of India a fact affirmed in our Statement of

Policy "To Prosperity Through Freedom"™ as far back as August
thss

(copy attached).
e also reiterate our loyalty to the principlés of secularism
and democracy.

Tnough we were part of the national Swatantra Party we

deckded not to mérge with the Lok Dal in August 1974, an
o A :

o~
4n- the Janate Party inm 1977. iom-%onr&ah-w AL

p:ncesdlngs—-eQFentiocedvPer—cetd?—re%e:ence.
) therefare ueek reqistration as'a State party confined

to Maharashtra #ntil such time as we revert to you for a change

of status. ]
Th . Erhm“"f
anking you L A
j’,:g A wed! ?Lf:f-)\ o &~ Yours very truly,
OSSP 7‘;1_0‘%-
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