Privilege move against Masani

NEW DELHI - Left Front mem-
bers in the Lok Sabha on Tuesday
raised a privilege issue against for-
mer MR and a veteran of the now
defunct Swatantra Party, Mr Minoo
Masani, for his remarks against the
members of the House in a news-

per article published on March

5
CPI-M member Rupchand Pal,
rmtn&:the matier during zero hour,
said the author had described the
members as “a mob of howling
hooligans”. This, he said, was a
Mur;d m of thegun!ue.
| He u ivraj Patil to
condemn the remarks and refer the
mafter to the privileges committee,
His party colleague Somnath
Chatierjee wanted the government
to express its views on the matter.
Former Prime Minister Chandra
Shekhar (SJP) said the language
used in the article deserved com-
ment by the er, he asked the
Speaker to either condemn the re-
i marks or refer the matter to the

ivileges commiftiee.
Fnh:rﬂ Enndmiil Yadav (JD) said it
was an article and not a news item.
The speaker should write to the
author and ask for an explanation.
Mr Chitta Basu and Mrs Geeta

Mukherjee also regh heis
strong indignation at the language
used in the article.

Leader of the tion L K

Advani (BJP) said the language
used against members of the House
as a whole was “surprising”.
However, he said, there had been
occasions when both Indian parlia-
ment and the British house of com-
mons had ignored the use of “ex-
treme epithets.”

Mr Atal Behari Vajpayee (BJP)
said Mr Minoo Masami was an ex-
MP and recalled how, as a parlia-
mentarian, he was a stickler for
decorum. He felt the remarks
should be ignored.

Mr Nitish Kumar (JD) supported
Mr Vajpayce, saying Mr Masani
was an old freedom fighter.
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same time, he took note of the paint
that Indian parliament and also the
British housc of commons had .
chosen “not to take note® of such

Cases.

Mr Patil said he would examine
the matter and also consult the *
members 1o reach i
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