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FAILURE TO TAKE STEPS TO ENABLE ROADS AND ROAD TRANSP
TO PLAY THEIR PART IN THE COUNTRY'S ot
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

MR. M. R. MASANI'S SPEECH IN LOK SABHA
SHRI RA] BAHADUR IN AGREEMENT ON POOR ALLOCATIONS FOR ROADS

) ** We talk a great deal about * take off,' but how can this country take off if the surface of the roads
is not there # The surface of the roads is one of the grounds from which the take off must take place. .. The
longer we delay the acceptance of this fact, the more this country is going to pay for following archaic and
bullock-cart methods and mentality.”” So said Mr. M. R. Masani in the course of his discussion on the Demands
for Grants of the Ministry of Transport in the Lok Sabha, on 23rd March 1964.

Pleading for the cause of roads and road
transport, Mr. Masani referred to the present
l't’l]‘l’t‘]L[Lt‘!.‘Hi'}' r(--,:-.lrd.iug the trangport situation in
the country. In keeping with the deterioration in
transport facilities doring each successive Five-vear
Plan, he prophesied a distinet worsening of the
situation by the close of the Third Plan period
Mr. Masani went on to point out the deplorable
gtate of our roads and the failure to allot them the
outlay of Rs. 590 crores as recommended in the
20-Year Road Development Plan. He appealed to
the Hon'ble Minister of Transport to get this sum
allocated

HI]PH]{H:R of nutn]uulai!c pT‘erILI[‘IjUI‘l, he r.l‘i.l."']'rl".lj
to the shortfalls in production targets, attributing
the position to faulty priorities and foreign exchange
denials to the industry. As regards other restrictions
on road transport development he stated that the
hopes raised by the establishment of the Inter-State
Transport Commission had been sadly blighted. The
nomber of permits issued on its recommendation
were a mockery in comparison to the country’s
needs. Belated though it was, he suggested that the
Commission be --111E1|.\\'4-r|-|1 to issue permits in its

own w il..\-

In the context of the question of taxation,
Mr. Masani remarked on the inordinately high level
on road transport in India, with no relief forth.
eoming from the extortionate taxes levied in past
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years. As g0 steep a tax lovel constituted n serious
deterrent to economic growth, he orged lighten-
ing the burden, in the interest of agricultural and
industrial prosperity

Shri Raj Bahadur, Minister of Transport, in
his reply the next day, agreed that the problems of
road and road transport were close to his heart, but
for ecertain ** genuine and honest reasons "' he failed
to agree with all the considerations raised by
Mr. Masani.

Expansion of road transport, be said, depended
firstly on how far and how best we were able to
expand, improve and strengthen our road system;
and secondly how far and best we were able to
expand automobile production. Despite short-
comings in allocations for road l]':\‘l']ij]‘l[l'l!‘.l'n, the
road transport industry had been able to carry on
to meet the r-rllihTr}".- requirements. For that, he
thanked and congratulated transport operators
and all concerned in the field of road lrnmipurt

Below are the texts of Mr. Masani's speech,
and Shri Raj Bahadur’s reply:-
Mr. M. R, Masani's Speech

1 have moved cut motion No. 5, which deals
with the failure to take steps to enahle roads and
road transport to play their part in the country's
economic development.,
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Bhalya, | have been a truck operator
long enough to know that there can be
no two opinlons about the super
lority of Fargo trucks. For Instance
take Axles, A Fargo vehicle Is fitted
with Timken axles now known as
Rockwell Standard which have a world-
wide reputation. These axles have
great load carrying capacity and
are absolutely dependable-which
means a great deal to us truck operators.

There are several other superior features,
besides. Taken together they lead to only one
conclusion, namely, that the Fargols a great
truck. It is great In hauling power, greatin
endurance, great In earning capacity. You'l
make Fargo your truclk, too, | am sure.

FARGO DiEset

Manufactured by THE PREMIER AUTOMOBILES LIMITED, Bombay
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- &m speaking on this subject after an interval
of three years. At that ﬁmo,}:; hon'ble friend’s
‘senior wpl}'::FM’ Dr. P. Bubbarayan, was in charge
of this portfolio, and my hon'ble friend opposite
;I:“?;alﬁnisterofﬁhhinuhargaoﬂhilpnﬁm

During the three years that have passed, one
had hoped for a great deal of improvement in regard

to the position about the development of roads and
road L-mupm in this country. The report of the
Ministry, which we have with us, gives o somewhat

smug picture full of complacency about what is
being 3::11:19 for the development 3‘ roads and road
transport. I am afraid, with all respoct to my
hon'ble friend the Minister, the complacency shown
in that is not justified, The picture that I ses,

on the hand, is of dangers facing this country
of & bottleneck before long.

It seems to be a fact that, during the middle of

every Five-year Plan, the Railways ond the Plan.

Commisgion get together to reassure us that
everything is under control. But when that parti-
cular Plan ends, we face disaster. That happened
in the case of the Second Five-year Plan and, al-
though I hate to be a prophet of gloom, I am going
to make this prophecy that at the end of the Third
Plan we shall be facing an even worse gituation.

During the middle of the Second Plan, if youn
see the Railway Budget speech of 18th February
1959, you will find that the case of the Railways
was that they had more than surplus capacity,
and they could take caro of all the growth in traflic
and indeed, that in order to protect them, restric-
tions should be placed on road transport. Unfortu-
nately, that view was accepted. That complacency
and the acceptance of that view led te disaster in
1061, By 1960-61, the transport demands exceeded
the transport cspacity by sbout 12 million tons.
This in turn led to the closure of factories, the dis-
missal of thousands of workers, and the stultification
of our economio progress. We all remember the
bottleneck in coal, for instance, which was one
example of that breakdown.

Again, in the middle of the Third Plan, the
picture as held out by the Railways and the Plan-
ning Commission, without, as far as I can see, any
contradiction from the Transport Ministry, that
everything is again under control. If this compla-
cency is accepted again, I shall forecnst a transport
shortage in 1066 which will be six times as intenss
and far-reaching as that which ocourred in 1061
Why do I say that we shall be canght napping 1

On the basis of the accepted relationship be-
tween the growth of national income and the demand
for transport, it has been estimated that the total
mechanised facilities will have to be geared to 375
million tons of trafiic, at tho end of the Third Plan
in 1066.67. This is an unprecedented increass in
demand, The Railways estimate their own carrying
capacity at the end of the Third Plan at 245 million
tons. Therefore, 130 million tons will need to be
carried by other methods ; obviously, of these, road
transpart will be by far the biggest.
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urselves

challenge of 130 million tons af 'ﬂ:::
eans to carry ! I fear that
on every front, our failure to meet this sl
and, it would seem, our lack of the awsreness of
bottleneck that will exist, comes to view.

The state of the roads is deplorable. Quite apart
ﬁumﬂtth; i::}mblu E;ality of our r?ada. even the
quan acking. uare mile of area, we have
bmmyo.ﬂﬁmﬂwudmﬂuagm 2.3
miles in UK., 3.0 miles in France and 4.1 miles in
Japan. Even little Ceylon, backward as it is, has
twice our road mileage—0.76 mile per square mile.

The 20.year Plan of rosd doevelopment had
for an expendituro of Rs, 590 crores during
the current Plan. The actual allocation, it is dis-
tressing to note, has been less than Rs. 420 crores
Why this failure to get the balanco ! I think it is &
failure of the Transport Ministry. I know the
Transport Ministry hos its difficulties. But that is
what it is there to meet, It is thero to champion the
cause of road transport, The Railway fl.inillr_y
exists only to champion tho cause of the railways,
but road transport lacks that championshi on{:l
own side. I would appeal to the hon'ble
even now, Let him try and get this balance of the
unallocated resources which have been enrmarked
for road transport, but which the Transport Ministry
fails to secure in any given current year.

On what basis does this take placo? The
Railways are yielding less than Rs. 150 crores
annually by way of interest and taxes to Govern-
ment. The funds allocated to them amount to
Rs. 1,600 crores, that is, more than ten times the
annual yield. The Railways are allocated more than
ten times their annual yield to the community.
Road transport yields Rs. 220 crores per year. By
the same process of reasoning, by any standard of
equity and fairplay, they should have been allocated
Rs. 2,200 crores. Instead of that, there is o miserable
allocation of Rs. 420 crores, just one-fifth of what
should have been allocated by any parity of reason,
Why does this happen 1

Then we come to sutomobile manufacture—the
manufacture of trucks, buses and other vehicles,
There is no sign that we are going to produce the
number of vehicles needed to lift the traffic anti-
cipated at the end of the Third Plan. The production
here again is far behind target. The Third Plan had
set a target of 60,000 vehicles, The production at the
end of 1960 was 27,100. It was, therefore, ne
to increase the production of vehicles by 06.400
vehicles annually to catch up with the target-—
6,400 more vehicles overy year.

Let us see what has happened. In 1961, when
production should have been 33,600, the actual
figure was 26,721. Thus, instead of producing 6,400
more, we produced 400 less! In 1062, when the
production should have been 40,000, the number
dropped further, to 26,820. In 1063, the lntest year
for which we have figures, we should have produced

46,000 vehicles, but the actual figure was 28461 |
16-4-1964
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A heavy-duty engine for
a heavy-duty chassis

Mark Il Diesel Engine

The Ashok Leyland Mark il diesel engine with its
developed power of 100.B.H. P, at 2200 R.P. M,
has set up standards of longevity and operating eco-
nomy. It has been developed with a background of
experience in diesel engine power reguirements for
transport of men and materials, its nitrided crankshaft
is the toughest known and rarely needs the first
regrind under 200,000 miles. Contributing to ease
of maintenance are the push-fit cylinder liners which
are replaceable with the engine In situ,

Heavy-duty chassis

The Ashok Leyland Comet is a heavy-duty chassis
built for rugged performance, Every partis specifically
designed for heavy duty. Mo aother chassis aoffers
100 b.h.p. 255 Ibs. ft. Torque engine, Nitrided Crank-
shaft, Slip Fit Liners, 13" Diameter Ciutch, 5-speed
Constant Mesh Gearbox, 9" -deep Frame, B-ton Rear
Axle and 24 -volt Electrical System,

Fleet owners prefer
Ashok Leyland Comets

[ LANU GOM ET = Remarkably low fuel consumption and economy in maln-
tenance and overhead costs are among the many superb

qualities that make the Leyland Comet the choice

precision-built to give lasting service yehicie inindia justas itis fn eignty oter countries

in the world.
. ASHOK LEYLAND LIMITED

ENNORE, MADRAS

.|.”"[L¥.+H:
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~ transport. The hopes raised by the establishment

Then we come to the restrictions on road

he Inf ort Commission have been
dly blighted. The Commission had recommended
ie issue of inter-State permits for trunk routes,
“EM-. this has not been implemented because the

~ State Governments straddling these routes want to

tax the vehicles over and over again.

Five years ago, the Road Transport Reorga-
nisation Committee, of which I was privileged to be
Chairman, had recommended that legislation laying
‘down not the quantum but the principles of taxa-

- tion, and providing for a single-point tax on trans-

ort vehicles should be prepared and introduced in
iament by the Union Government. My hon'ble
friend, Shri 8. K. Patil—then the Minister in charge
—warmly welcomed this and all the other recom-
mendations made by our Committee, and the
House unanimously applauded the recommenda-
tions of the Committee. One believed that somothing
would be done. I want to ask the hon'ble Minister
why such a Bill has not been produced before the
House although all these vears have passed 1

The number of permits issued on the recom-
mendation of the Inter-State Transport Commission
is a mockery when compared to the country’s
needs, According to the calculations made by
Shri P. C. Mathew, a member of the Indian Civil
Service, and Additional Secretary to the Cabinet
Secretariat in the Department of Statistics, in
Februsry 1962, the additional volume of long-
distance traffic earmarked for roads during the
eurrent Plan is 16 million tons. This is the figure
warked out by the Cabinet Secretariat. Each million
tons may need 3,000 trucks. 48,000 permits will be
needed to lift the traffic which r will have to
carry by 1966. Permits s0 far recommended by the
Inter-State Transport Commission are not sufficient
to carry even 2 per cent of that traffic !

Why is the Commission so impotent ¢ Why is it
ineffective t Is it because the composition of the
Commission makes it subservient to the wvested
interests of the Railways ! Is it because the Chair-
man is only a Joint Secretary of the Transport
Ministry whom neither the Railway Board nor the
State Governments seem to tﬂ.!ie very _aermusly?
Would it not have been better if an eminent non-
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~ Then, Government have t
Act to give the Commission po
But that, power is nal given 0
They have been given the power

rnJIrpom to issue
e Act permits it.
Now vehiole taxation. One can sny
is the very first year in recont history
trans has not been subjected to addition
taxation. People may say that one ghould be grateful
ﬂ‘:ﬁ"ﬁ’;ﬂ mercies. But that is not so, because relief
n expeoted from the extortionate taxation
on road transport in the past years. Unfortunately,
the Transport Minister, who, I think, knows that
roads in India are inordinately taxed Ig‘mrn.tmﬂ.
ards, said rather meekly, addressing the All India
Conference of State Transport Commissioners
meeting on th and Tth February:
“1 am afraid the issue is clouded by consi-
derations, the validity and relevanee of which
are not free from doubt.”

1f this is 80, if Government really want to know
whether this is so or not, why not ask the National
Council of Applied Economio Research to examine
this question and to give the answer whether it iz s 3
or not ! . S

The taxation on motror vehiches in this vouniry 1
has now been the highest in the world for many
years, [ts present incidence is approximately
Rs. 3,000 per year per motor vehicle, which is more
than twice the levels obtaining i advanced coun.
trics of the West, where road tronsport and motor
transport have made tremendous strides. Thia is a T
severe deterrent to rapid economic growth. Traflie )
to and from our 5} lakh villages, which ean be the 1
springboard for agricultural snd even industrial k-
expansion, simply cannot stand the burden of these .
taxes which constitute a seripus disinesntive to hoth :
economic production and agricoltural development,
about which we talk so much—shed erocodile tears,
What needs to be done is to lift the burden on road
transport so that the country is opened up to fet
agrienlture and industry thrive. That is not done.

The question arises : Why does all this 1
I need hardly tell the House that I do not for &
moment believe that there s any particular per-
versity in my han'hlehlgici:mhe h ;oo;lm
respect very much, who, w, 15 B gt i«
of this su?;;ﬁci- and about whose understanding and
feeling for the esuse of road transport there can b
no question.

belatedly—givi
their own way,
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Then how does this ha 1 I regret to have
: y‘lhltthi-iu&natofﬁnwuknm, over the
- hlﬂ:iut.ry in the face
L R described as tho biggest lobby and
- the biggest vested interest in thin‘mwunn-yithu
- Railway Board.
' This is an old story, It started with a circular
issued by the i of Transport to the Stato
Governments on 9th September, 1058, asking them
not to license road traffic for distances of over 300
miles or a radius of 150 miles without the prior
approval of the Railways—one competitor being
asked to get the permission of the other competitor
to enter into competition! The circular went on to
recommend that the grant of representation to the
Railways on the State Transport. Authorities should
be ensured. This circular made the Transport
Authority the laughing stock of the State Govern.
ments in India, because, as it happens, the Motor
Vehicles Act forbids the representation of the
Railways on State Transport Authorities! So, this
h paragraph was hastily withdrawn, but the rest of
e the circular which lays down this vicious principle
I that you cannot carry things by road beyond a
L certain distance without the approval of Their
| Majesties the Railway Board still remains. This
L defiance, this continued defiance, of the verdict of
Parliament has been going on for five years now.

b When the Motor Vehicles (Amendment) Bill,
| 1956, was before Perliament, it was referred to a
Joint Committee, and there clause 50 which laid
down that there should be such a distance limit was
struck down by the Joint Committee of both
Houses of Parliament. Shri Lal Bahadur Shastri,
the then Minister, said in the Lok Sabha on 28th
November, 1856: * The Committee also decided to
remove the mileage restrictions for grant of publie
carrier permits.”” And Shri 0. V. Alagesan said in
the Upper House on 12th December, 1056 : *“ The
‘ Committee also amended clause 50 and decided
B to remove the mileage restriction for grant of public
carrier permits between places connnected by
l railways.” If that was so in 1056, how was it thatin
1058, behind the back of Parliament, the Transport
@ Ministry restored this mileage restriction by its
own dictate? If it was not in subservience to the

Railway Board, how can one justify this?

In May 1963, to bring the story a little nearer,
Shri Jagjivan Ram, the then Minister, assured the
Maharashtra Board of Communications, at a meeting
in Nasik, that the circular of the Ministry could b'n
treated as a dead letter. But while he made this
statement in a speech, have the State Go?emment,a
been informed that this circular has been withdrawn?
I would be very plad to know from the hon'ble
Minister that this has now been formally done.

On the contrary, I fear that thil.q Wcak_-lm_red
policy of appeasing the Railways is still continuing.
Answering & question in tln_n _Hr:uvve on 25th February
this year, the Transport Minister said that the Tran-
sport {:gmmissionersf‘éeﬂl‘cmﬂfﬁ Conference held in
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Calcutta on the 6th and 7th February recommended,

infer alia, as follows:

" That copies of all applications received b
the d_il"l'er?nt 'I;rrmsporb Auul:?rliﬁu for grant 15
permits for transport wehic which  were

ublished under &LT;::m 67 of t!::'h[amr Vehicles

ct, 1939, might also be sent to the local Railway
Administration concerned to ensure that the
Administration received sufficiont oppartunity to
make its representation on the adequacy of the
services provided by it, if it so desired.”

In other words, once again this mischievous principle
is brought back that the Railways have a great
Fower of veto over the dovelopment of road transport
n this country. The veto that holds up the Security
Council many times, given to certain great Powers,
is given to the Railways of this country, which also,
as [ eaid, is a great power in this country.

In the Ministry's report on page 2 you will find
that even the Inter-SBtate Transpdrt ygammluiun
has been browbeaten now into accepting this
position in regard to lorries carrying petrol.

The Finance Minister hae said more than once
in this House that the objective of planning is to
maximise output and the rate of growth. This in
turn involves that all national investment is dirccted
to those channels where the pay-off in terms of
growth is the greatest. It has been proved more
than once on the floor of the House, it is in the
report of the Transport Reorganization Committes
and the hon'ble Minister does not quarrel with it,
that every rupee spent in laying down roads and
bridges and producing vehicles brings many times
the return that the same rupee would bring in
laying down railway track or making a railway
Wwagon.

Qther countries are more intelligent and have
applied this test, with the result that today most
countries in the world which have the gumption
are diverting their investment from railways to
roads, waterways and airways which are moro
modern and more advanced from & l.echnolqg:ml
point of view. Not only that., They are physically
uprooting railway lines in a large measure, because
they are wasteful.

Britain, the country which invented the steam
engine and which pioneered the first railway in 1830
in the whole world, now accepts the internal com-
bustion machine of the motor vehicle as a more
modern form of transport. Dr. Beeching's report
not only admits that railway traffic is now
outmoded, but it recommends very drastic surgery.
Dr. Beeching's report recommended the closure of
over half of the existing 4,203 passenger stations in
the United Kingdom, withdrawal of passenger
services over 5,000 route miles, and the retiring of
375,000 wagons.

In Britain, France and Germany together, the

ntage of freight traffic carried by railways
declined from 75 to 25 per cent between 1930 and
1954, while that moved by roads from
10 to 34 per ceat.
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Caltex “STOP LOSS”reduces
your paper work by 10% to 60%

If your purchase order costs are anywhere near today’s high indusiry

average, it can pay you fo look into Caltex’s “Stop Loss”™ Programme.

I You'll find numercus ways to reduce purchasing department time and
expense

'S Too often, purchasing costs rise because each depariment in a plant

specified the fubricants it wants without reference to the purchases of

othet departments. This duplication results in a flood of purchase

orders . . rising clerical costs. .. paper backlogs. Company executives com
ek abtain
Caltex “Stop Loss™ is & complete plan for arganizing and centraliziog Mh:‘af::m’:ﬁ
lubrication on an efficiemt basis. There Is no other programme like it. afficial Totrerhotd 1o il
“Stop Loss™ will help eliminate interdepartmental duplication, limit negreri Cafter office,
: inventarics to actually needed Jubes, and reduce the number of lube

purchase orders issued each moath by 10% to 60%;

1= CALTEX (NDIA) LUMITED BOMBAY + NEW DELMI + CALCUTTA + MADRAS

CALLE e
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the bullock-cart

A very detached and respected correspondent
G Verghese, said in the Times of fudia on
g
" The Railways are fully stretched, but the
road m.;mdﬁw continues to be hamstrung
by restrietions and heavy taxation. . . . Railways
have a new role to play in a different and changing
situation. . . . . The entire narrow-gauge and most
_of the metre-gauge lines are unremunerative.”

And he goes on to say :

" Keeping these lines going means a hidden
subsidy. Though the subsidy might be concealed,
somebody is paying for it, and the country might
be better off. ... by relieving the hidden tax-
payer of his burden and employing other means
of transport for opening up backward arcas.”

Therefore, if we really mean what we profess, to
move with the times, to be technological in spirit,
to be in keeping with the spirit of the times, it is
time that wo make up our minds that from now on
the railways have to recede and airways and roads
and waterways have to take over more and more of
the burden of carrying goods in this country.
Otherwise, we shall be like Mrs, Parkington, who
tried to sweep the ocean back with a broom, and,
of course failed.

We talk a great deal about * take off," but
how can this country take off if the surface of the
roads is pot there? The surface of the roads is one
of the grounds from which the take off must take

place, along with the sir strips of this country. The
‘ longer we delay the acceptance of this fact, the
more this country is going to pay for following
archaic, bullock-cart methods and mentality.

i Three years ago, 1 had the misfortune to nccuse
b ‘. the then Minister of allowing the Railway Minister
to sit on his back, just as the railways were riding

on the back of the roads, and I then made an appeal

to him. I was placing the facts before the hon'ble

Minister, and | was trying to encourage him to

show a little more guts on behalf of the transport

services. It was not his job 1o go on apologising for

the Railways. After three vears, I must again

repeat the same appeal to the present Minister. I

know his heart is in the right place, but I think that

what is required is a little more guts and back-bone

to stand up to the Railway Board. Till last year the

Minister had an excuse that there were giants of the

Congress Party sitting in charge of the Railway

portfolio, and junior Ministers might perhaps be

forgiven for not being nble to assert themselves

altogether! But since there has been a_lmppy chang_q.-,

and today those in charge of the Railway portfolio
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EXTRACT FROM THE SPEECE O

1 would like straightaway to turn to
th-:.I lwr;' been m;id:l-; becauss 1 must
on time, To begin . 1 must take v
which the h:t?hla Member who upung ?l;
took up. namely, ronds and rosd transport,
and rond transport are closest to his heart . , .

Shri M. R. Masani - And_yours also.

Shri Raj Bahadur - Yes, to mine also. He hay
made a considerable study and 1 have always held '
in great respect the observations that he always
makes sbout them. Sometimes, 1 may not agree
with him, but that is for genuine and honest reasons.
He has said that some sort of complacency, which
is not justified, seems to be apparent to him from
the facts and figures that wo have given in our
report. He forecast that transport shortage might
be gix times worse or more serious than it was in
1961. He has said that road alloeations that have
been made are very meagre as against the re.
commendation of the Indian Road n%‘!&l. which
demanded Rs. 500 crores and, for the Third Plan,
we got only Rs. 416 crores. In fact, may 1 correst
him that we got only Rs. 324 crores to begin with
and then it was raised to Re. 410 crores, Bays
the tempo of the work also is not good. That parti-
cular thing was also mentioned by another Member,
Mrs. Renu Chakravartty, who said there have been
shortfalls and we have not been able to utilise the
road allocations. That surprised me. May [ say how
things stand ¥

So far as otilisation of allocations is conoerned,
let it be realised that till as late as 1960-61, the
annual cxpenditure on Notional Highways was
only of the order of about Ra. 10 crores. In 1962.03,
it rose to Rs. 17.42 crorea. In 196304, the revised
estimates showed that we spent as much as Re. 34,38
crores over National Highways alone. This particulsr
figure has to be viewed against the background
that initially only Re. 48 crores was allotted for
National Highways and we hove spent Rs. 34,38
crores in one year. It is a record in the history of
National Highways. The observation made by ':z
friend, Shri Daji, has to be judged against
particular background, 8o far as allocations are
concerned, of course it was Rs. 324 crores to m
with and it rose to Rs. 416 a‘n&:‘hApﬂt from
that, we have to take into account uge -mnu: :
of money that is being spent on border roads.
might also say that as need and opportunity arise,



WHEN
DOES

A MAN STOP

GROWING?

A man can continue to grow all his lite by broadening his
mental horizons, keeping up with new developments, letting
fresh ideas enter his mind. And when he happens to be an
engineer or contractor, he cannot afford to stop growing far,
if he does, his business, his career and his future will alse
stop growing.

To keep abreast of modern trends and recent developments
and technigues in concrete,

read The Indian Concrete Journal,

Post this
coupon:

The Manger, ‘THE INDIAN CONCRETE JOURNAL',
Cement House, 121, Queen’s Road, Bombay.

Profession.......

Address
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'ms.'ﬁlionofnmt-uh of 102 miles of road from

278uni to Phuibaria—a missing link on National
Highway No, 31, which has been completed to s
two-lanp standard in a record time of one year,

with the h f bri all
To m ening of Lridges all through to

would like to point out now a fow facts about
road transport, to which my friend gave a good
deal of attention. He said that the automobile
production target of 60,000 has been revised to
2000, whereas in 1960 the figure of production
was 27,100 and at least 6,400 vehicles should have
been added every year. He said, wo have per-
formed very badly and we are only lingering at
28,481 in 1963. May I point out the facts? We
have to view the automobile production against
the background of allocations and foreign exchange
made for the industry. Even there, we have to see
that whatever is allocated is properly utilised and
the best effort that our manufacturers counld put
up in this direction was to increase the quantum
of indigenous parts, That is where 1 think they
boave performed very well. The Leylands, for exam-
ple, have gone up from 38.5 per cent in 1959-60 to
76 per cent. Bedford have gone up from 46 to
60.9 per cent; Dodge from 68 to 79.85 and Tata
Mercedes-Benz from 64 to 77 per cent. It is well
known that if we manufacture the parts ourselves
and not merely assemble motor parts, the produec-
tion of automobiles will not be that much ns when
wo simply assemble them.

Shri Igbal Singh ;: What about the price 1

Shri Raj Bahadur : That will be beside the
point that I am trying to make out. The total
population of goods and passenger vehicles—I
mean commercial vehicles—in 1950-51 was 116,411,
In 1062-63, it rose to 268,000, which is more than
twice and by March, 1006, it is expected to go up
to 360,000, which means that we would have nearly
trebled that particular figure.

What is the performance so far as the varions
companies are concerned ? I will not go into the
details, but I will give only the total. In 1064 we
hope to manufacture 35,000, in 1966—42,250 and
in 1966—54,500. This is also to be judged against
the fact that the licensing capacity has heen in-
vreased considerably. The licensing capacity as it
has been increased comes to 61,800 including two
new ones which are : Simpson—1,200 and Beaver—
heavy vehicles 2,000. So we can appreciate that
with this capacity if the target as now being revised
can be achieved, it should be considered to be
quite an achievement.

The next point he made was that agsinst the
estimate, which he guoted, of 16 million tons to be
lifted by road transport, the number of permits
that hss been given by Inter-State Transport
Commission is piteously small. It is only 440, he
said, which is too small a number and this cannot

i
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permits as on st April 1062, which was 10,08
total comes to 35,641, against the
said. Let him remember that from 208,000, th
target that has been fixed for the end of the ‘pﬁ
period for automobile production, thers will be an
increase of 92,000 vehic?u All theso 02,000 vohigles
will have to be given permits—all of them may not
go for long-distance traffic; some may {or long.
distance traffic and some may go for uing
but the overall transport capacity that our rg“i
transport industry needs will be built up. ]

Let it be realised that this is being done in the
face of great difficulty in regard to the availability
of foreign exchange. Expansion of road tran
my hon’ble friend will definitely concedo mﬂ the
House will also appreciate, depends on two factors,
The first one is, how far and how best we are able
to expand, improve and strengthen our rosd
system. The second is, how far and how best wa
are able to expand our avtomobile production,
These are the two factors on which the entire
depends. It has to be recognised that with all the
shartcomings, with the short allocations about
which he has been complaining—to o certain extent
I also feel that the allocations have been rother
poor, they have been meagre and it is not that I
do not have that feeling—the road transport in.
dustry has been able to carry on and has been
able to meet the country’s requirements, For that,
the transport operators and sll concerned in the
ficld have to be thanked and congratulated,

So far as the question of taxation is concerned—
I know that Shri Masani is leaving for some of his
party work and therefore I will take his points
first—he knows very well that wo have tried to
limit it and tried to guide the State Governments
in this behalf as best as we can. He agked why we
were not coming forward with the piece of legisla-
tion which he recommended. Wo were not oblivions
to that recommendation. We did take into secount
that recommendation. We studied it thoroughly, as
thoroughly as we could, and we found that we could
not fix ceilings. And, mere principles would not carry
us any further. Therefore, we have to confine our.
selves to persuading the State Governments concern-
ed to agree to some sort of fixed principles about
taxation. He knows very well that the fact that
we have not had any taxation measures im
taxes on motor vehicles or motor transport
year, not only by the Centro but aléo by the State
Governments, leads us to the conclusion this
realisation has been made of the
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give some sort of protection to this hﬂllﬂ,;!h

think that has been done.
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vhat is known as the North Trunk
including one big bri

Sk

T would say that this particular wor .Tl‘n’l}:of:

been porformed and completed in a very limited
ﬁmﬁi :’fh:m.to 12 months which is almost n record.
_ It has been stated thut the National Highwa

have not been fairly treated and we have n%tgﬁmkg
after them well. But let us remember that when
the National Highways system was first effocted
we had as much as 10,000 miles out of a total of
13,800 miles which were really of a very low quality
and very low standard. Also, we had a large mileage
of missing links. We have practically made up all
the missing links excepting 100 miles which we will
take in the Fourth Plan. So far as improvement is
concerned, we have improved more than 10,000 miles.

So far as bridges are concerned, if we just
take into account the bridges costing more than
Rs. 5 lakhs, we have already completed 100 bridges
out of 215, 59 will be completed by the end of the
Third Plan, those on which work will be taken up
or is going to be taken up in the Third Plan is 42
and only 14 will remain for us to deal with in the
Fourth Plan.

In this connection, may I just make a small
announcement. Many o time the hon'ble Members
have appointed out the necessity of developing the
areas along and near the foot of the Himalayas for
economic benefit. I am glad to report that a scheme
for constructing a high class road from Bareilly in
U.P, to Amingaon in Assam has recently heen
approved. The road will run through the State of
U.P., Bihor, Bengal and Assam parallel to the
Himalayan range. The existing roads will be ab-
sorbed in the new road as far as possible and new
alignments will be adopted where no roads exist.
The work involved is very considerable and may
cost Rs. 100 crores out of which Rs. 50 crores are
cxpected to be required for cl)nstm('tl_un.nl' bridges.
Being located in terni region which is intercepted
" by many streams, 23 bridges neross big rivers and
li llll-l'ﬂﬁ number of ml}d_lull‘l. and minor hndgf.'s will
'I be required. Every effort will be made to complete
this road as soon as possible. .

Secondly, with loan assistance from the Central
Government to the Rajasthan Government, we
propose to consider the construction .lif i 425—_:1"!(‘
long road alongside the Rajasthan Canal. This is
an important need of that area which will develop
well after the canal is commissioned. Then,

‘ very
i for a long time a demand has been made afl.mur. the
| cast coast road in Madras State extending from

Madras to Cape Comerin. We propose to cn_mider
that and we would try to have it mﬂ‘_h:ded in the
Fourth Plan. This would connect ‘;ﬂmih Arcot,
Tanjavur, Ramanathapuram, Tinneveli, ete.

Similarly, a very important demand has been
made by the Gujarat Government and the people
of Gujn'rul for a coastal road from Gujarat. ']‘lfmt
also we have got in view and we propose to give
our best thought to it.
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to acquire this equipment and.
and promote the iudmtrs?“'(f@

this equipment. =
There is one point more which T
miss, and that is about the Inter-State
Commission. It was stated that
Secretary is at the head of thix de

should make it more I
to issue permits. We do not
heeme we thiglk Tlhn. the
worked very well. Through '
rt uum:ﬂ.iun we have nchieved two high h
irstly, we have heen able to persunde the
Governments at least to name the inter-State '
A complete list in consultation with the State
Governments has been formulated. B
Secondly, we have also persuaded them in
making them solve, or come to some sort of ngres.
ment or settlement, about the disputes that are
there. We do not want to take the power of issuing
directives, o far as this Commission is concerned.
A reference was made to Dr. Beeching's r
by my hon’ble friend, Shri Masani, who has
gone away. He has said that they have recommended
in U.K. the closing down of half of the railway
stations, numbering as many as 4,208, and also
cancellation of passenger service, I do not think
we can do it in this country, nor would my hon'hle L.
friend, Shri Masani, like me to recommend that to
my colleague, the Railway Minister.

Pm"" :
Tnter Bt

e

{Concluded from poge 15) -

of the Government, | can assure you that on our By -
part we are anxious that we should avoid all kinds .
of harassment and we are trying to minimise harass-

ments if we cannot avoid them.

You, members of the Road Transport Develop. o
ment Association, you are well aware of the part ¥
being played by roads and road transport in the -5
pseanomic development of the country. | had noticed
it with great satisfaction that you have been best- S
owing vour thoughts on them, that you have been by,
making experiments on the various l;:rublomt ln_d ;
that also you have been doing research work in this
connection, Therefore, | need not tell you that
the Government do look fﬂf‘ﬂflﬂl to your advien
and guidance in these matters and therefore, 1 do
value this ngportuniby you have given me tonight
to be your chief guest at this and to listen to
the various problems that you have reported regard-
ing road development. [ would ﬂu't‘ll:a
go into these points that you have refy
see what I can do by way of meaﬁn% at least somo
of the points that have been raised y_yuu.d; thank
you onee again for this kind invitation
May T offer to you all my warmest feli
best wishes, Thank you. :
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n!nlm ROADS AND mpn'r DEVELOPMENT ASSOCIATION LTD.
) MADRAS BRANCH ;

peech by Hon'ble Sri M. Bhakthavathsalam, Chief Minister of Madras, ot the Annual Dinner
held at the Connemara Hotel, on 24th March 1964

. MR, Cramuax, Mexsees or TeE Roap Devevor- development programmes. This is the diffi of %
 MENT AssociaTioN AND FRIENDS, the planners. I do understand your anxiety and [ do
e I am very grateful to you for this invitation of welcome and appreciate your concentrated

* yours and for this hospitality that you have shown for road development. Only that you should a
~ me. I do s te your gesture in inviting me to ciate the difficulty of the planners and the
~ this Dinner meeting of your Association tration in meeting the full requirements of the

and I do weleome this opportunity of coming into road transport development as you would like
contact with you, the members of the Road Trans- them to be met.

,mg]}aﬂl:fmant Association. You have been There has been a tremendous development of
~ taking special interest in this matter of vitalimport- transport in this country, People have become
~ ance to the country. I do agree with you that road transport-minded not only in the cities but also in

rt plays a prominent part in the economio the rural areas. As you are aware, the poorest man

develnimant of the country and I can at once assure in the remotest village does not like to walk nowa-

. you that the Government equally realizes the day: even half a furlong and needs transport. His
- importance of road transport development. But, standard of living has been going up and he feels it
Enereinterestedasmcmbers of the Road Transport, difficalt to walk for o short distance unless the
velopment Association only in road transport doctor advises him to do some walking for the pur-
development. But, the planners for the economic pose of keeping good health, He does not mind even
development of the country as a whole have to paying for the travel. Consequently, thore has also
divide their attention and interests on 8o many been a tremendous development of transport. Even
matters. It is not road transport alone that has to as early as 15 years back, [p]r}ukud into the etatistics

be looked into but they have to look into many and I found that we in this State had been spending
other matters and the planners have also to take on road development whatever we were getting from

into account the awvailable resources and these the motor vehicles and something more also and all
resources have to be distributed among very many these 16 years, road and road transport has expanded

things and the very many requirements of the not only in cities but also in villages, The traffio is

—_—————

Established 1943

For Road Transport Services
CONTACT
THE PREMIER ROAD TRANSPORT COMPANY OF NORTH INDIA
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';E“hﬁﬂn. those intercsted protest s
s fwnuaakhwidmthamagainord:‘;ha;
sccommodate the increasing traffic, those again
in'faraated do t it as o gerious and avoidable
grievance, In cow about two years ago when I
was there I saw that buildings were simply pushed
back in order to widen the roads which are already
wide enough and this is done even without the
inhabitants of the buildings knowing it. In fact,
one gentleman told me that in one particular
hospital when a doctor was performing an operation
on & patient, the whole hospital building had been
E;nhed back, ncither the doctor nor the patient
owing it, in such a way that the operation was
not at all disturbed. They do it by mechanically
ushing back the building with 1ts entire foundation.
ut, here, we will have to acquire and when we
seek to acquire, there are vebement protests. We
have to face all these problems and still we have
to solve thom.

Then again, there is the other problem of fast
driving on the part of the heavily-loaded lorries. T
have been t.olcF by technical men that a bridge
deteriorates more on account of the fastness of
driving than on asccount of overloading. This is an
immediate problem to us and we have been examin-
ing how to restrict the speeds, particularly, of the
lorries that ply in the nights. If night traffic by these
lorries is to%o banned, then that would create more
serious problems. We are copstructing more and
more bridges and culverts and there is the problem of
the cost of maintenance of these bridges, ete. This
cannot be avoided. We will have to consider some
other approach, some alternative approach to this
problem. Lorries do create problems and accidents
are on the increase. This is so in other countries too.
Even in America, I was told when I was there last,
that serious and avoidable accidents do take place
there also in spite of all the facilities and precautions
that are there. It is indeed very much important for
our country and to all of us that such serious accidents
should be minimised if not avoided eompletely.

Turning again to road transport development,
we are particularly paying attention to the needs of
the industries that have been springing up rather
fast. There are also the requirements of the villages
and with the resources that are available to us, I
assure vou that we have been paying our best
attention to develop and improve our roads. In this
connection I would like to tell you thst merely
centralising a thing is not a sure remedy for the
state of affairs. Some people innocently plead for
putting a thing in the Centre and there are others
who make it a faney to plead for centralisation.
There are the national highways and it is the Centre’s
financial responsibility to develop, improve and
maintain these national highways which are on
inter-State routes. Most States, no doubt administer
guch maintenance and development of these national
highways running in their respective States, bub
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this is done ’
sanction. To see that these roads o
developed, there is a Central o
after the communication

You have made a suggestion that there '
be a Central Ministry for looking roads and
road transport alone, If this could not be thers,
you have pleaded for a Central Board. Thero is now
8 Central Council which looks after . But you
have suggested a Contral Board on the lines of the
Railway Board. Alternatively, you have sug
that there should be Zonal Road nma.m 13

gt

now a Zonal Couneil which is meeting
in these mectings they do consider problema of
common interest, There should be no diffionlty in

ing problems relating 4o toads snd toad
transport in these meetings. But, moro than that,
I do not think it is nanm;y nor i8 it feasible to
have a Southern Road Board as su by you,
But, personally, I would assure you that you would
get the States concerned pay sufficient attention to
éha matter of improving the roads in their respeotive

tates,

You referred to the railways, We do need the
railways, Even yesterday the Railway Minister,
while talking to me, told me if gDﬁ(jY-! traffio ia
satisfactory, he is prepared to put enough funds
and to construct new railway lines. It is not s
ger traffic that feeds the railways. It is the goods
traffic. If we counld show satisfactory statistios about
inereasing goods traffic, we could justify construe.
tion of new lines. Wo should, therefore, apprecinte
the difficultics of tho Railway Ministry. We do need
the railways—nothing like railways—oven if there
is 8 good road side by side. But, now the complaint
from the Railway Ministry is that goods and road
transport affect their revenues. We do need roads
and we do need railways to the extent to which both
of them can be individually developed to cater to
our noeds, Bo far as our Btate is concerned, roads
do get the highest priority and it is a matter of pride
that we have good roads and a good road transport
system. But it is not a question of complacency.
But, comparatively, we have very good roads. But
still, I do agree with you that there is room for
further improvement, We are advancing rapidly
and ours is a growing economy. As we go up in our
gtandards, we do need more facilities by way of road
transport. We hope to plan for that and we do hope
to co-ordinate our programmes, But, we have to
take into mccount the resources also. With the
available resources, 1 assure you we will do our best.

You referred to the harassment cansed by the
check-posts. It is not a question of discriminating
between railways and roads. Yon will agree with me
that there is a greater possibility of evasion through
road transport rather than through the rail
Evasion cannot be denied. It may be that th i
carrective measures that we adopt may nob b
absolutely necessary. But you will agree with the
objective and you will also appreciate the difficultios

{Condinued on page 13)
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Pioneers in India for quality Pistons,
Piston rings, Cylinder Liners and
Gudgeon Pins, INDIA PISTONS
announce one more addition to their
manufacturing range —

POWERPAK
CIRCLIPS

As with all IP Quality products every
circlip receives 100% inspection befare
it is despatched and we claim that—like
all our products—it is as near perfection
as possible,

With a view to provide service for this
specialised product in use in almost all
the industries, we have appointed
Messrs Usha Agencies, 65 Tamarind
Lane, Bombay-1 as an additional distri-
butor for Power-Pak circlips throughout
India.

INDIA PISTONS LTD,
MADRAS-11

Authorised Distributors :

Balakrishna Narahar Thakur, Howrah Motor Company Jullundur Moter Ager_:c;v (Delhi)
Panjim,. Goa Private Limited, Caleutta-1. Private Limited, Delhi-6,
l Madras Auto Service

Chandulal Mehta & Company  Howrah Motor Company
Prs‘.-r;t:L.mned_ Bombay-4. Private Limited, Delhi-6 Private Limited, Madras-6.
Conwest Private Limited, Jain Motor Car Company, Speed- A - way Private Limiced,
Bombay-4 Delhi-6. Madras-2.

’ George Oakes Limited, Usha Agencies,

[ Bombay-4. Bombay-|
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