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Broadcasting Services" anu the other to discuss the "need
to utilize the medium of television for the information,

‘education and entertainment of the pecple without any expen-

~ diture of public funds."
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_ To start with the radlo, this is nothing new that I anm
urging. My hon. friend's predecessor, Dr., Keskar, I believe
as far back as 1952, assured the House that they would come

- forward with a Bill under which this change would be made.

Twelve years have passea and this Houge is entitled to ask how
much longer we are to walt before such a Bill is brought
before this House. Even today, officials of the service are
askea to slgn a aeclaration saying that as and when AIR 1s
transformed into an autonomous statutory corporation, they
will agree to the change in their conditicns of service and

so on. S50, I hope that it is not very long before we have
this change.

But , since there has been no gign of this change coming,
I thihk it is important that the points. that necessitate
or warrant this change should be gtress/ befors this House.

The only argument that I have hesrd agalmst the establish-
ment of a Corpecration is a financial one., The argument ig that,
since 411 Indis Radic, owing to the small number of llcanceg
in regard to radio sets in the gountry, is making a less and
Government have tc subsidise broaucasting service, therefore it
would be premature tc estazbligh 3 Corporstion. So long as
Goyernment gives something to alil, it should remain a depart-
mentally run seryice.

Wow, there are two fgllacies in this gegument. The
first failgcy ig that so long as something is subsidised you
must control it departmentally. In England, His llajesty's or
Her Msjesty's Government subsldige every year the external

or foreign gervices of the BBC. But that is not considered

a reason for interfering in the running of this service. And
our own Government here help many autonomous organisatlong
institutions and statutory corporations which are dependent on
Government support and nobocy argues that, therefore, they
should not be run on gutonomous lines.

The second fallacy is in regard to faulty arichmetic,
Broadeasting does not make 2 loss in this country; it makes
a profit. Tgke the last available year's filgures, 19262-63.
The expenditure of ‘AIR was %.5.70 crores and income from
licence fees was P5.4.89 crores; with miscellaneous recelpts,
the income of AIR comes tc .4.93 crores. Therefore, it 1s
argued that there is a loss of #,76 lakhs. But there is an
important item which is amszingly overlooked, and that is
the customs duty recovered on radio sets importea into Indls
on which licence fee 1s being charged for listening to &IR.
This income from cusgtoms duty on imported radio sets comes LO
R, 1.47 crores. Therefore, the total revenue to Government from
proadcasting comes to .6.40 crores, as against an expenditure
of k.5.70 crores, which means a profit of Bs.67,16,000 and odd.
Therefore, this %inancial argument iz lacking In substance.

There are two major reascnd, on the other handisﬂhg
this change is imperative and should be mace. OUne the

quality of the seryice. I do not want to be misunderstood,
I think there are many goocd things ~bcut our radlo service.
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but there is no doubt ; in regard to response t
tastes, the flsxibilitm the spirit of sgurvi-.ce ghﬂzblic
should be there can ncver be there in 3 Government service.
iﬁc;lmgy i;:;eqpota'g gggengssurvay made in one of the

( newspapers, in is repregentative of th
%?33 hav: bg:;egﬁig gverhfhz laig iew y:ars, hergagg soiggging
.rOm 3 nevs C arch 1 shich I
me. The newspaper gsavst o SREIRR S0 TMYRsv

"We 2re serviea with interminable talks on what

Government propcses to do or what it wants us to

de. When progress ls reported it is in terms of

figures ant totals which can make sense, if it does,

only to the tabulstcrs of the Planning dommisslon.“ :

It further says:

"Treatment apart, the cholice of subjects often shaws
an appaling remotness from the ecurrent context of
the listemers' livesz.”?

Shri Satya Narayan Sinhs: Which is that newspaper?
Shri M.R. iiasani: 1 am gooting from a newspaper of March 15.

Shri Satya Narayan Sinha: Which paper?

Shri | N };ﬂsanig Ehﬁ St-'.t'_"ﬁ:lan-

"How many listemers in Ingis feel that the situation
in angola (Wednesday's Focus) or China's treaty oblig-
gations under International 1law (talle in the National
Programue by G.S. Pathak) is a problem in which they
are vitaily involved or even genuinely interested?!

Shri Hem Barua: Uuote the remarks about Pathak also.

Shri M.R. Masani: DNo, I will not resd thoge remarkd, which
are personal.

n,.,.the oceasions when Parliament caon yleld good listen=
ing materizl are sadly missed. I do not remember having heard
any independent digcussion oi the Budget, although no
prograame would have evoked greater interest, on the Budget
evening or over the next fow ways than discussions by both
experts and laymen on what they thought of the Filnance
Minister's provosals.”

", ...0hich brings ze to my last point; the utter
unreality of the rural progra.uue.!

Cne can go cn guoting, but I think this is 2 folr sample of what
the people feel. And I say it is no reflecticn on 3IR; 1t is

4 veflection on being a government department which has all

the rigialties and lack of response that are inherent in
Government departments.

The second cbjection is a more lmportant ons, and thet
is the objection of interference of a political nature or o
political influence. Here 1 would iike €O Pay My tribute
the fact that, by and large, the qlilclqls who have over g
the last fifteen years and are today running the 4IR hqvehuﬂﬂ
§0 in a fair, honest and unbliassed mauner, 1 think the{e ave
tried,; by and large, indivicuals npart, tc hold the 523 ? :
even, not tc get Invelved. But Che salie eannot be sald, 1 a
afraiu, of all politicians who have peen in office.
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237 UL haye o‘ﬁlate noticea that some of our political

tivity ana ”Tﬂﬁggitﬁgt fﬁkﬁﬁrﬁiwgg;ﬁga o
cont Ts-. i%ﬁs.. ection was in regard to an attack
] ;ﬂ? osition partiss in Griss: and thgga arg tha?wb&&g

yak, which were quoted later in the praggg‘-"'”

- colleagues Lelonging to the Cpposition camps have
- startea 1 tirace against the Government on the food
~front. 1 would like to ask them one question. Does

At vilifying the Government witii half-truths or untruths

serve the cause of the people?... .I have to caution all
that Covernment would come down With heavy hands on

all fthoze whe choose to serve their own interests st

the cost of the Nation.” S

Now, apart from the fact that this reference "to serve

- own interests at the cost of the Natiunincomes from the quarter

it did, which is aimusing, the fact remaing that Shri Patnayak,
the Chief Minister,.was clearly misusing his pogitlion. The
Propgramme Execublve after some hours of arguing was overborne,
he was intimated by what may be ecalled the revolutionary
dynamism of Shri Patnayak, the new type of Conmigsar, and,

in the end, the talk was allowed to be broadcast. Well,
newspapers in Grissa, the Eggtern Timeg of 17th May and 1st
June and the Prgja Iantrg, whic understand are owned by
Congressimen and not py the members of Upposition parties, drew
attention to this lapse. ;

My hon. friend, Shri Surendranith Dwivedy, who is not
here now, I understond, wrote to AIR and Government for permiss-
ion to reply to Shri Patnayak. 1 think this House will agree
that it would hove been only fqir if he had been glven a
chance to reply. At this stage, however, the non-conbtroversial
clause c=me into operavion and Shri Lwivedy was not glven
peruission tc reply. How, waat happened? Was Shri Patnayak
punished? Wag he removeu froin service for intimidating a
poor Junior Executive or for misusing quthority? No, Sir.
He was not punished.

Shri Inuer J. Molhotra: HKe has nesn Katgara jod.

Shri M.R. Masani: But somebcay ¢lss wais punighed, and that
was the poor little Prograusc gxecutive. He was punished for
yielaing to the Chief lMinister's pressure and not gtanding up
to him, HKow, thig ds not fair to tho officials cf 3 service
like thls, to be in a vulnerable position and iind themselves
unsble To resist.

If this had been an autonomeus corporation like the
BEC, such gn incident could never have happened, and that is
why it is important that this kind of abuse, even though it
is occasional ~- I agree it is occasional; 1 do not think t he
Yembers of the ruling party are using the radio in a totally
biasag sense -- is put an end to gt the earliest pogsible
monent. .

I was amused to hear from the Communist Benches a
reference to AIR being the most rigid broadeasting systom
in the world. I wonder if my hon. friend has ever tried %o
write a letter to Radio Mogcow, igking them not te be
complete stcoges of theo dictatorship of the Communist Party?
There is no question of comparing A4ll Ihaia higic with Radlo
Mogcow. All India Radio trics to do its job g difficult
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situation whore the conditiong nre not fairly igic dow
while ioscow Hadic i3 just a moutholccs of 5 4iotagorshive
Whlle I do not want to overstate the :-sc, I 4o thiuk Ghat
tma are dangel‘s. which should bo stﬂép&ﬂt

Then there is the borcaom of having to iisten o
to the gtatements and views of those in aﬁthrritg.a Th:;aglso
are entitled to their point cf view, but, if I may say so
it is cften overdone. The cther day L hap wned to 100k o
cne of these television programmes put cut from Lelhl. It
was cilled a 'Current Lffqire! talk, This waz sbout four to
five dqys 280« In gbout four to five ©inutes, 1 had to go
threcugh the process of secing the faces of at loast five
Cabinet Hinisters -- the Prime linister, Shri Chavan, Shri
Nanda, Shri Chagla and Shri Sadig. 1 fesl that = £ilm which
within five minutes has to drag - tive Cabinet Minlsters
in a talk or purrent affalrs ceruqialy shows an smeunt of
leogaing and I do not blame people if thay get bored with the
saqme faeces and the same voices.

1t 1s only in the Communist countries -- I think, therc
are very few excoptions outside the Communist world -- where
the radic service is a monopoly of the Government., Mhostly
in frec ana democratic countries there are two varieties Qf
services. Cne 1s like America where broaacasting is
comnercislised, where difierent firms compete ana there is
no government:l organisation at all. On the othar hand, there
ds 3 nmidale path which 1s followed by many other countriles.
Britain is one of them with the BBC. Japan hss the NHK,
an autonomous corporation like the BBC, France has the HUF,
and in Australia there are 3 statutory corporation and private
companies competing on rgdio. [Lhere are many models. 1 am
not being rigld about this mouel or that, but I do hope
that the hon., Linister will, during his tenure of ofilce,
bring before us and belore iong n Bill which will set up an
sutonomous corporation under the genersl supervision of Govern-
ment and Parliasnment,

Sometime it 1g sald that P-rliamentary control will
be elimingted. Lhait is not so. The BEC ig digcussed in
Parliament every few weeks. Something or the other colies
up on a matier of pelicy. Then, ewvery few years there 1s
a proper debate when the licencec of the BBC explires and the
charter has tc be reviewed. Sc, the House of Coruions has now
washed its hands of the BBC. It tries to influence the poliey
of the BEC; but it does not interiare with the administration
of the BBC. Thig is impertant. I do hope that the hon.
Minister will now move ¢n to this next step fprunra_in the
developmont of broazdcasting in our country. 1f he doés sO,
he will have the rare aistinction cf peing the firgt Cabinet
Minister who will have voluntarily parted with suthority which
is at present in his hands. 1t will be g great feather in
his cap. - pap =3
Now I come to televisicn. This country is ﬁﬁj}}literatu
cr theresbouts. In a country which is so little liTerave,
suGio-visual smethous of communication and guucition Are A
the greatest walue and importance. AR i;%i;ergtu mEfiCaﬂgco
read or write but ne cin gee and hear. 11 you =are gv EE ?t
carry information, education and agmusenent tO our_gﬂﬂp i,i:
is through the gye and the ear that we wlll be able t? gfﬁs
it quickegt. Even for creating literacy, t?lau}sion ;i =
the greatest importance. It is being used in the Sguch =
Italy and other countries to spreac the lmowledge ©
the thI‘ee fise
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Television today is a clean slate on which we ©
write as we will. It is being introcuced even in tge mggt
backward and the smallest of countries of 4sia and africa.
On a recent visit to the Far East, I saw it at work not
1n.Japané where it is a ms jor Industry, but also in little
Taiwan, the Republic of China, Hong Kong and even a backward
country by our standars ana a small country like Thailand.
Today Iran, Pakistan, Nigerias, Ghany and Kenya elther have
television systems or are about to have them in the next few

‘weeks or months, Why should a2 country like India 1lag behind?

In America, which of course is advanced, it is
anticipated that by 1970 14 jer cent of the total expenditure
on education In the United Ststesz will be uged for audio-vigual
alds like television., In Ln2land there are two-way links
being established between szcignce and engineering laboratories
of Cambridge, London and other univ:—. iSdes. '

In Morocecy an illiterate country like ours, important
eaucational experiments on television are taking place. In each
wvillage radic and televlsion prograrmes are being followed
by inhabitants.

In Rhodeslia, educational television started in
September 196]1.

In Taiwan it 1s two years old, They started with
50 sets two years ago. Today there sre 20,000 receivers in
the northern part of the islind alone. T.ie cost of a tele~
vision set in Taiwan is § 125 or between . 500 and s 600/~
1 am told that in Tgypt and other countries also the cost has
been brought down to about s 500/-., It is expensive for the
poorest man but it is within the reach of our middle classas.
In the villages and among the poorer people there can be
community sets, institutional sets, reading room sets, shecool
gets and so0 on. SGF it is not a rick manls luxury; it in be-
coming a common man's need.

In the Report of the Ministry oa page 24, there is
nalf 3 page about what is sought to be done. I oo not want to
deprecate what 1s sought to be aone. Scuething is being cone
in Lelhi anu they say that scomething should be cone in bonbgy
at the cost of Rs«40 lalkhe., Zub why Bomuay alone? It is my
city anu I will be glac ir iy ccmes there. But [ ao not think
that it is a problem of Lelhi ana Bombay alone; it is a problen
of our villages ana of the whole country. 1 thini this start
of trying to pump public money into thi; ig a false start, I
thinic this is not the way vie are going .o get anywhere.

Then I will be tolc: "Heow will you make it natlonwide
when we are such a poor country? We cannct afiora it." It 1s
true, we cannot aiford it. If we are going Co use publle
reverues, ny own Party will be opposed to using the public
money, tha taxpayer's mcney, on television when unacubteadly d
there are higher priorities. Byt there is a Wiy by which India
can have television throughout the country without a Sin§13
rupee of the taxpiyer being spent., Ih:t way has been tried
elsewhere anc has nct been founad want ng. ?hnt methog ég fgr
time' on television to be sola to those whC haye A Medisw
convey or gouds to sell, Suech pecple will then pay bytﬁponscring
programmes and by that payuent they will minta.n alle. e 4
apparatus, the staff and the stations by which telegvision 1s
put uCross.



There ire two objecctions that =rc raised to such

‘tolevision. One is that the prosramues arc cheap and vulgar

and thé other is that they are counstantly interruptea
advertisements. This 1s nct true a= I shall proagzﬂ t:yshow.

to hive the privilege of being a personal friend from co

diys of the Uirector-General of the Independent Television
quthority, Sir Robert Fraser, who was with me in college when

I was in London as 2 student. Through hio I have come to keep
in touch every two or three yezrs with the progress that this
institution is making. In Britain there are two television
services, the BOC and the ITY or IT4. The BEC runs its ouwn
television and the Independent Television authority has its own
system. They compete ana by coumpeting they are creating a
healthy climate where both sides improve.

Let me mention how it works in Britsin where I hifpeﬁ
ege

The Independent Television Authority was set up by an
Act of Parliadent in 1954. The authority is responsible ¥or
operating television services as a public service on a self-
financing basis. 1t establishes stations, it gelects and
appreints prograume companies who compete to sell programues

to ITV, anu ITV is able to choose between the programme
companies, Judging them by the high standards of the programmes.
These companies go to the manufacturer of goods or services

and get these manufacturers toc sponsor programues prepared by
the programme compani. The company that makes gogp or radio
sets is not alloweu to put across its commerciasl advertisement.
1% is only alloweu toc sponscr a1 play, a story, a talk, a debate,
3 aiscussion, gome ieature ol cultural or other value or a
conncert, ana the company that advertises gets the value or
prestige of having its nume on that programme to ghow that

such and such a company is enlightened enouegh to give this
great pleasure or treal to the sesing public.

It is true that in soms countries the programme is.
interrupteu ocecasionilly fo mention the name of the Bponsor or
the goods that he sells; but that also 1s regulated. In
Englanc, for instance, not more than six or seven minutes are
alloweu for commercial sponsorship in an hourt's worth of a
cultural programme. So, these evils are clipped.

The Act under which the IT4 was created lays down that
the standard of programmes shall be hig?, tﬁat there wigl bed
supervision ana parliamentary intercst 1n the prograumes, an
there are clauses in the iet which guarantee thac the ITA will
maintain high standards of programues.

Similarly, it is obligatory that competition gshoula be
maintained., Nec one company can be glven a monopoly and today
there are nalf a dozen companies 1n England who are gilven the
right to compete for time on the ITV. By a%l these methods,

3 very high standara has been maintaipned., Here 1s a book whic

h
if hon. Members will 59.&E they will realise what an amount of high
i

level cultural and artistic stuff is put across by 1IV. This
is the same mocel that is being followeéw in Halaya, Jap:g,lt
Ghana, Nigeria ana Kenya. None of these countries have be

that they are being corrupted by allowing progrzumssTtg e
sponsored by those who are interesteu ip doing s0. .h i i 1
experience 1n Englana, which has maintained a high suig %haf
scmething which we may well emulate. The only thingt i) T AL
we should not be irrational enough to fear or suspect © i
that makes 4 profitl

. - + re show what
The ITR has f20e a yery good profit. LeU BE SHEELP SE,
it does for the r;vuhues of Britain. The ITA has made, since its




) 1 was very glau to sec a few Gays ago in tk
Times a report thit the hon. kinister himself has s

nIf India must have television in the near
will have to be sponsoreu on a commercial b
present shortage of foreign exchinge gae‘]:‘uﬂes
programies being put on any other basis."

i&. -, 3 w ALy &
":"_I think the hon. Minister his undoubtedly got the right end of
the stick there. I wish him success in pursuing his enguiries =
and research in this matter an. I «o hope that he will leave a
permanent legacy in this country. ) g N
4 { B e ] I
Sir, if I may say so, he is the first linister in this = Wi

has got political influence ana prestige behind him,

he will ise that political influsnce and prestige and leave

behind tHe monument of a television service on an indapa;j!ﬁant’
Al

uinistryﬁcs ce the late Sardar Patel ran this M:l.niﬁt:i-,h:ha A
e S
sutonomods and dignified basis.
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