Shri M.C. Chagla: The next thing that has gOt Lo be done is that !

Shri Ranga: Also,
Shri M.C. Chagla: I do not think there 1s any point in suggest
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text-books have to be improved. Progress has been handicapped
at present by vested interests, It is NeCessary to prepars taxt- 1
boocks at the national level, Ihe National Council of ™ducational
Research ana Iraining is preparing textbooks for secondary schools
with the best talent available at the national level. Ihese will |
be circulated to the States, who may adopt them with necessary |
modificacions.” Textbooks are being preparsd in h.tnton: . uthn-ttu..‘
y physics, geography, commerce, agriculture, chemistry, biology and h-

technology. : |

I would like to deal with the wima criticisms made by Shri |
Masanl about textbooks. I am a great believer in experiments in
education. JYou must have experiments, otherwise you cannot advance. ‘
As in science, there must be experiments in any subject. But I also-
attach great importance to textbooks, beCause they leave an imprint ;
upon the minds of young boys and girls, an imprint which would last V
for ever. And I want textbooks to be 8o prepared that the young boy
or girl realises the unity of India, its great cultural and spiritusl
heritage, its philosophy, its policies, its great national lou.uﬂ_.

I agree that textbooks must be adjusted to regional considera~
tions. As I Just stated, in all these subjects we ars preparing -
first class textbooks, and sending them out to the States, asking ;

them to translate them in the regionsl languages, so that we have &

some sort of uniformity, and we are sure of what we are teaching

our boys.
Turing a little more in detail to what Shri Masani said about

textbooke, I do nmot agree with my hon. friend that the situation

would be better if it was left to private enterprise,

ing that the

stendards have gone down because there is a sort of State monopoly .
State snd other publishers should send

What we need is that both the
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. the textbooks, and there should be a proper textbook Committee,

" which should d

i ecide which is the best book to be prescribed.

- ,é M.R. Masani: Quite right. There should be compatition.

Shri M.C. Chagla: The quality of textbooks depends upon -- let me put it

> 0

this way -- four factors: the subject knowledge of the specialist
working at the highest level, the skill and experience of the bg.‘[.,..1
classroom teachers, the collaboration of the best illustrators qkf
the best production by printers and the use of best paper. Unless
these four factors combine, you cannot get a first-class umbonk.’i
What we are doing in Delhi is to combine thess four to produce the
finest textbooks that educational research can make possible,
“~Shri Ranga: Here it sounds well;
Shri M.C, Chagla: Let us see what We have done about text books at the

—

University stage. We are working with three countries, United

States, United Kingdom and USSR to produce cheap textbooks for
Universities. The hon. Member said that a book on medicine costs :' |
> ol is.40-50. I am conscious of itj; I know how difficult it is for ~ ||
students to get textboocks; I know how people queue up in the :
library to get one or tua‘copi-a that are thers; it is a shame
and a scandal. We are trying our best to see that we have cheap .
reprints through the help of these countries....{An Hon Msmber:
It can be done) It can be done and it will be done. As regards

-
the secondary stage, I have alresady mentioned that we have set up

panels of the best experts and textbooks are being prepared, In
the elementary stage, I am sorry that no work has been undertaken
so far and the work has been left to the States; we have advised ,:
the States that they should produce textbooks on & no-profit-mo-
loss basis and a recent survey showed that except for one State,

all the other States were following this policy amd charging a

L -

Bm&ll mugin of profit.u. -- rl
Shri Ranga: Eet, prices are going higher and higher,
Shri M.C. Chagla: Quite; I think one legitimate criticism Mr, Masani -

-

made is that prices are high and therefore they have pirate
Ihe main solution is to bring the prices dowm when
for anybody to pirate these editions

editions.

it would not be profitable



or plagiarise them. There is something more that we havs done, ¢
We have been able to obtain a gift of 2000 tons of paper from ‘I
Australia and 8000 tons from Sweden and this paper has been sent |
to the states to print the textbooks so chat they could be sold "
cheaply. We have been able to get three printing presses from
West Germany; they would be set up at Mysore, Bhubaneshwar and
Chandigarh and used for production of books. When these presses
start functioning they will help to improve the quality of the
text books and to cut down the prices.
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I was rather surprised to hear the sentiment that legal .|
compulsion will not be the answer because you cannot legislate ‘
against human nature. I suppose that Mr. Masani legitimately
could use that argument With regard to prohibition. I do not
know that pirating of books was part of human nature....... §
(Interruptions). The deputation from Bihsr to which Mr. Masani '
referred waited on me; I pointed out to them that we should

.

get the law amended. Penal Code was a concurrent subject and
the State of Bihar can easily make the offence cognisable; they
can take it up and legislate. Apparently Mr. Masani has got
the facts and the easiest thing in the world would be to suggest
: to the States to make this offence cognisable. What is
happening today - this is what I was told - is that bookstalls
have got these books; they could not be arrested becausa they
aneWer: We do not know that they Were pirate editions. Ir

it is made cognisable, the bookshops can be ralded and you
will be able to put down this evil,




