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Spesch delivired by Mr. M.R.Mssani M.P. to the Aunusl General Moot
1, 1a6g

The subject which I suggest we discuss todsy is "Indis'a Naglactod Backysrd”.
I was n"hul the day before yestorday somewhere whichds the backyard T waa
referring to and I was interested to know that there was some Inu;dt;r to
my title which I hud not' suspected.

Before I discuas the backyard, let us consider the neighbourhood aa » whole.
What kind of a setting are we living in. How do we find ourselves vis—a-vis
our neighbours. I suggest we have, what the French would call a Lour—de-Reison
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" right- rqund our frontiers starting say with the west, where we find that we

are -hroihct with Pakistan in a dispure that ranges from Kashmir down to
Kutch.

If we turn North we find the Chinese Commmnist Army in ocompation of all the
strotegic heights in the Himalayns pointing the mazzle of their guna down
our hack. We have Nepal in the Himnlayas, & neutral country practicing
nop-alignment against ws in the same way that we have chosen to do all these
years.

Little furthe® east we find that we have heen embroiled for ten years im
armed hostilities against the Nogas, which hostility luekily came to an end
lost September through o ceasefire which persists and which we hope will
become permanent. Dut thot problem huas atill to be solved,

On the North Loat we have Durma which we thought was a friendly neighbour but
which has been particularly benstly to owr people in the last couple of
years. The way they handled Indian citizens and people of Indian origin
is shocking and equally shocking is the supine manner in which our Govermment
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hag ‘@llowed this to happen. «®

Then furthor Yast ia Laos and Viet Nam in flames and te the south we have
Malaysis which is under®pressure and fire from Indonesia.

It could be said till the other day thst we had omly two
#xa Afghanisten and Malaysia. After the 1"6¢
one could safely add that country @ 1
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J bhappened to be in Ceylon soon after their Gemeral Elections and I found

two basic facts or feelings that I gathered. One was that Ceylon was completely
banlorupt. When I mentioned to a high dignitary in Ceylom that we in India

had some six weeks' foreign exchange to contimue our import of essential gooda,
he said ' we have'nt got even for one week' | The Bandarnaike Govermment

which followed the seme policies which our present government does in India,
handed over the government with a completely empty kitty. . At the same time
although they all knew they are bankrupt, they are terribly happy, relieved
snd joyful. That is because of what they have escsped. Whenever you ssk a
fellow what did you feel about the ehange over of office, he would say,

'0h, you don't know what we have escaped; we had almost stood onm the brink:

we almost had ity it was a matter of touch and go and for twenty four hours

wve didn't know whether we would be taken over by s Comsmniat dictatorship.'
Becouse for twenty four hours after Mrs. Bandernsike lost her election, she
wes being instigated by her Communigt allies to stage a coup d'stot. It waa
only when the Governor General gave her an ultimatum that if by the next day
she did'nt give her resignation, be would dismiss her. Then she ultimately
agreed to make up her mind and go. While having got that near to an almoat
Commnist take—over, you can imagine how relieved and how ha,py the people
were , they did'mt worry that they were banlrupt.

Now I find that today we hove our eyes glued to the Himalayas, perhaps to
Kutch. Put all the time when we are facing this way, the enemy is croeping

in on us from our backyord. And our baclkyard, I suggest, is South Faat Asia,

For the last fifteen years, I think it would be fair to say that we have

done very little to eultivate our garden, to look after ouf backyard. It has
been a case of very bad neglect. This came out in 1061 when Jayaprakash Narayan
sent a Bengali Professor, Prof. Samar Guha to visit the countries of South

Eost Asis, mect the Governments snd people and to come back and report. I
happened to be present when Prof. Samar Guba reported to Jayaprakash Naroyan

in Bombay on his return and the story he told is mokt 1ntaruti|:g. People in
the Philippines, Laosy Thailand, Malaysia and Ceylon told him 'why do you neglect
us 7 Why does your government not call us together 7 Why doea not mmm: Mr. Nehru
take the lead se that we can all group togsther for the regional defemce of

all these countries ? You think that the Himalayas sre your frontiers alone.
You are wrongs It is our frontier too and we are prepared to help you in
defending it. But you don't seem to want us. You do business with the€ Chinese
all along.' This was the essence of Prof. Samar Guha's report at that time

andt ckixt
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and that shows how cruelly we meglected our neighbours and our neighbourhood,

And now if 1 may turn hhund'htlnfwuvhihudlnlmtmm
Geneva Agreement of 1954 about Viet Nem prescribed that respect for the
sovereignty, unity, independente and territorial integrity of this country
and everyone promised to refrain from interforence in their internal affairs.

There is a similar Geneve Agreement for Laos in 1962, Put while the firsat

Geneva Agreement divided Viet Nam north and south, the 1962 Geneva Agreement
kept Laos united under s so-called neutral government or a ctoalition governmen t
of the anti-commmnists, the neutralista and the commmnists, Now in both cases
from the word "Go' the North Vietnamese Camsunist regime rode a Conch and
Four through both the agroeements. They shamelessly violated both agreements
before the ink wans dry and their instruments in these two cases wers the
Viet Cong in Viet Nam and the Pathet Lne in Lacs. In laos, the Govermment
was formed of the Pathet Lao, the Nentralists under Souvanna Phoums and
Kong Lee and the anti Comumnists wunder Nosavan. These threa elementa joined
together in a so-called coalition government which everyone could have

seen that it could not possibly work. Things deteriorated in 1964.

In the beginning of 1964, the Commmnist Vife-Premier who happens to be the
half=-brother of the neutralipt Prime Minister ran away from the capital
joined the North Vietnamese forces in the north and then started the invasion
of the Plain of Jars which he more or less occupied., Moat of the Plain waa

oVerrun.

The neuntralist forcea of General Kong Lee had refused to accept American Arms
on the ground that they would be contaminated and so they had only accepted
Soviet arms. But during the battle of the Plain of Jars, they found that the
Sovist Union turned off the taps.Half way through the war there were no replace-
ments, no munitions, no spare parts and General Kong Lee found that he was
being immobilised by his Soviet friends and allies. Se he shouted to the
Americans fork help at the last moment and the Americans as usual gave him

the arms to defend bis neutralism. But he had learnt a leason and om 24th
May,1964, just s year back, he said publiely, * I like peutralism, but the
Commnists like to destroy the meutralists every time. So from now I an ounce
I will support all those who are against the Commmnists and my nemtralist
forces will jein them in their thﬁ, The result is that todsy the neutralists

and the anti-commmnists fight sido/lidoh Laos. As you must have seen from the
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newspapers, Prime Minister Souvanna Phouma whom Mr.Nehru regarded as his

first Comrade-in-Arms of neutralism has publicly welcomed the United States
bombing of North Vietnam as essential for his own survival,

Now to turn to Vietnam. The commmmist infiltration started in 1956 in force.
This is & new kind of war, a nev kind of aggression, a calculated effort

of the North Vietnamese commnist regime to conquer thef South. But the
Commnists tried to sell it to the rest of the world that this was a civil
war. If I may make o generalisation, I would say that no struggle in which
communiem is invelved can ever be a eivil war. It has to be an international
war, because the communists function as the sgent of a foreigm power.

President Johnson scid this on the fourth (it was reported in the Time"
Magazine) at the B_Q_‘ﬂ‘gﬂ University: "in today's wrldﬂn'nunﬁu of freedom
start talking about wars of national liberation the old distinction between
civil war and international war has lost mmech of its meaning." Now what is
the war of na tional liberation ? It sounds very nice. Dut a war of National
Liberation by commmniet definition is any war which furthers the commnist
mamx revolution. The commnists think that wars are of two kinds = the just
wars and the unjust wars. Lenin laid that down. A just war is any war that
furthers the commnist ends. (uite as simple as that. ¥

Now the Viet Cong are fighting according to them, a war of national liberation,
which means that North Viet Nam con conquer South Viet Nam. In other words,

a war of national liberation is any war waged by communists to overthrown

a non-commmunist government and those engaged in that fight are called the
forces of national liberation.

I was ammsed that our very innocent Prime Minister, when he went to Moscow
signed a commnique which mmst have scen in the Press. There are many features
of that commmunique, not all of which are amusing. But this one is because
Mr.Lal Bahadur Shastri put his signature to the fatuous statement t " The
peaceful coexistence of States, is a positive factor in the development of
national liberation movements". Did the poor man understond what he wua
signing ? OWvionsly not . Let us imagine that the left Commmnists whom he
has locked up today develop sufficient strength to pick up arms, receive
help from outside and start a ecivil war against Mr.lal Bahadwr Shastri's
government. The, according to Moscow and Peldng that willbe a war of
national liberation. Yet Mr.Lsl Bahadur Shastri see a virtue in pesceful

.



because it facilitates the starting of such wars of national liberatien againet
all democratic dmmsxextix Mdﬂ-?lltlu How any Prime Minister of a DOD—communi st
Government can sign such a communique baffles one's ims gination except that

one knows vhat a naive, innocent and ineffective persaon he is.

Now this is true not only of mf Peking, This is also true of Moscow. Moscow
believes in wars of national liberstion as much as Peking. Throughout the susmer
and fall of 1063, Khsurachov wos arguing all the time that the Soviet Union
muat support the séruggling groups of the national liberation movement, In
December 1863 for instance, not long before his fall, he attnoked those who
called themselves socialists and countries like ours, but were not prepared

to act as cormmnist satellites.

According to Pravds of December 22, he saidt "Socialism cannot be built by
oppositng the countries im which socialism is victorious or by prosecuting .
communists.” So that our Government according to him is not genuinely a
socialist government.

The war in Viet Nam, I say is an international war of aggression, a new kind
of war for these facts. This white paper ‘putr out by the United §tates entitled
"Aggression from the North" which you can get from the U.S5.1.5. is o moat
and revealin
fascinating/documents h-fafly the story and the evidence is thiss
1. The hard corse of Viet Cong forces are trained in the Neorth
whose avowed aim is to infiltration the South
2. the key leadership of Viet Cong forces consists of professional
officers of the North Viet Nam army
3. the operations are directed by wireless and radio from Hanoi; the capital
of North Viet Nam, and
4. the weapons that are used by the Viet Cong are new weapons mnufactured
in Soviet Russia, Bast Germany, Czechoslovalds and Comsmnist China.

Now Indie happens te be the Chairman of the International Conkrol Cormissien
which is supposed to supervise the peace in Viet Nam. On 2nd June, 1962, the
International Control Commission which consists of throe members, the Indian
Chairma n, the Canadian and the Pole had before it the report of its Legal
Committee that investigeted charges. And by a ms jority of two , the Indian
Chairman and the Cenndisn against the Polish dissent they adopted a report
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forget. I ahall read two or three paragraphe from the report, because as
I said an attempt is being made to drow a veil over this chapter when our

own government has come to & certain definite findipg. This ia the report
of the Indien and Canadian member:

"The Committoe has come to the conclusion that in specific inatances
there is ovidence to show that armed and unarmed personnel, arms ,
monitions and other muppliea have been sent from the Zone in the
North to the Zone in the South with the object of supportingy organising
and carrying out heatile sctivities, including armed attncks direoted
against the armed forces and administration of the Zone in the South.
Theso acta arae in violation of articles §,10,24, and 27 of the
Agreement on the Cessation of Hostilities. There im evidence to
show that the Peoples Army of Vietnam(that is the North) hes allowed
the Zone in tho North to be used for ineiting, encouraging and supporting
hostile activities in the Zone in the Senth simed at the overthrow of
the adn.iniit.rﬂt.i?a.: in the South. The uso of the Zone im the Nerth fer
snch activities/in violation of article 19, 24 and 27 of the ngreement.
The Commission accepts the conclusion reached by the Logal Committes
that there is sufficient evidence to show beyénd ressonable doubt that
the Peoples Army of Vietm Nam has vielated articles 10,24 and 27, The
Polish delegation dissents from these conclusions. "

So, our Government is committed to the positéon that North Viet Nam hos
comaitted aggression against the South, something as I said, they are &rying
very hard to forget and make us forget today.

Now what is the measure of aggression. Botween 1958 and 1904, in five years,
20,000 North Viotnamese officers and soldiers crossed the frontier inte

South Viet Nam. Now we know that when a guerilla foree is fighting a regular
army, 10 soldiers equal one guerills. In Msleysis, in Greece, in the Philippines,
it has been found that for equality or effectiveness, s reguler army had to

be ten times strong as the guerilla army to be sble to carry on. Thaerafore,
20,000 guerilles are equal to an army of 200,000 men. Now if two hundered
thousand men crossmk the country from one place to another ia that aggressionm

or nots Is that = war o not. This is the guestion that arises.
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On 16th Pebruary this year, s North Viet Namese ship was sunk off the cosst
of/V2%H"am . It was visited by the Indiam and other memberes of the Control
Conmissions The carge was found to consist of 100 tons of weapons and munitions-
new ones ofSoviet, Last German snd Czechoslovak origin. Now all these evidence
cortifies Marshal Chen-yi's statement that China and North Viet Nam go
together like teeth and lips.Which is &he teeth and which is the lip ia very
essy to unde-stand. In the face of all this, the U.S. followed a most amasing
policy for the leat eight yours of tolerating this nonmense. They accepted
the doctrine of what has been called the ‘privileged ssnctuary', That is

if the aggressor attocks from his territory, you can fight him on your
territory, but you mmst not attack him on his territory. In other words, &
war in which you cannot crosas the froentier, but he can go on doing se.

If today the Americon foifces are taking a beating, if thm American boys' lives
ars being lost, the Americen government itself to thank for eight years of
supine puseivity, which should have been aveided in the light of past
experience. lowover, botter late than never. At last this year, President
Johnson deserves credit for having allowed himself a firm and realistic
policy. He has now gone in for withdrawing the privileged sanctury and ==
saying that you may be punished on your own side of the frontier. So far only
by air but one hopes later by land also. Thia ia the policy of planned
escnlations The initiative no longer rests with the comsunistis. According to
my understanding what hos been happening on the basis of the Facts which 1
have put before you, I do not believe that any lover of freedom in Asia can
do other than congratulate President Lyndon Johnson and welcome the stand that
he has token. It is; eomparable to President Kennedy's stand in calling

Mr .Khrushehov's hluff in Cuba and the Chinese Commmmist bluff has been well

and truly called.

fHlow many serious warnings has the Chiness Communist Government not given to
America in the last two months. Some people say they have counted them, it
comes to 143 or 144 or som thing. But all the serious warnings have not led
to one sgldier moving or one muk bomb being dropped. In othor words, it has
now msx been shown thet it is not the Unived States vhich is a paper tigee
but it is Comsmnist China which is s paper dragon.

Facod with this, the mask itself being thrown out, asnother good thing that
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American policy has done is to drive reslities out into the open. On June 1,
Comeminist China at last admitted that there was no 17¢h Parallel dividing
North Viet Nam from South Viet Nam. In other words, it hos now accepted the
fact that they were attoacking South Viet Nam across the frontier. This waas
nothing #f course. They were blaming American bombing for it. Thism is the
reality. For eight yeara , there has heen ne 17th Parallel except for

the Americans in the South. One side recognised the fromtier and the other

side did'nt. Now at last the myth has been given up and the naked sggression
hasa come out im itas true colours. Thix

This morning there was another smumsing sdmission. The North Viet Namese
Government has recognised the Viet Cong. Just imagine. You rocognise your

own stooge on the other side of the frontier aas an independent government

and nowyou receive a delegation of twelve of your own stooges and say we horeby
recognise you as theGovernment in exile. All these myths, all these smusing
poaradoxes have been very useful becanse ;, the sham that the Viet Cong are

insurrectionists
the nationalistx/in South Viet Nam has at last been given up.

Now turning from Viet Nam and Laos to Malaysia. Here we find that Malaysia
is being attacked by Indonesinm With the support of Peking and Moscow, The
news says that Mikeyan during his visit to Jakarta gove full support to

the Indenesian attack on Malaysia which country is now under fire. Indonesia
has already ® very near Communist government except for Mr.Sularno himself,
who is an ambiguous person.mmd khxt kx Liw

And that is the pimext picture on the South Cast Asian side.X

Now, what is the attitude of our own government in regard to these developments ?
In the case of Viet Nam they have two attitudes. First they want them to negotiate
Nogotiate with whom ? People who broken the agroement according to your owmn
Chairman of the International Control Commission 7 Xlright, suppomo yom negotiat
with & man who has already brolen feaith. Mr.Lyndon Jolmson accepted the 17
non-aligned countries! suggeation that there ahould be unconditional negotistions
On April 8 he said: " I sgmee to negotiate without even stopping fighting.

Let us negotiate." Our own government was delighted. On April 9, thefollowing
day, the Indian governoment welcomed the response by the United States to the 17
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nom~ali nations" a
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o constructive and pﬁli“" response
to the appeal. It raises hopes of a solution.'Unfortunately, Peking Radie
rejected Mr.Johnson's appeal and described hisx speech ss fu!l of lies and
deception. EmBaxkmmxkuily What happened. Five days later our Prime Minister
doea a brief somersault in the air. Forgetting that he had asked for nego—
tiationa, and that President Lyndon Johnsem had atcepted his plea, he then
goea on to say that must stop bombing first. Now is the imposition of the
condition that you must stop bombing first consistent with the earlier plea
of unconditional negotiationa ? Mr. Lal Bahadur Shastri and other non-aligned
countriecs made an appecl to both sides. Ameriea accopts the appeal, then
Poking and Hanoi rejects it. You would expect that Mr.Shastri will then
say that Mr.Johnson is right and they are wrong. Mr.Shastri forgets what
he seid » week ago makes o complote volte foee and says "Oh Nolbut you
must stop bombing first. In other words he imposes a condition that would
be of help to the Commmmists. And since them he has stuck to this position,
On April 24, President Radbskrishomn made a new offer. He said let there be
an immediate censefires Let there be a Afro—Asian police force to guard the
frontier and then let them negotiate. This offer was again rojected by Peking
add Hanois In other words , whenever we have suggeated something, the Commm-
pigts gaid no. Dut for some mysterious reason we alwuys ulg ia the Commmuniast
camp. Our attitude to Malaysin is just as bad, but it also has gona further
with gualification. What is thet attitude 7 It ia one of nﬁtrnlit‘y between
Malaysia snd Indoneeias

I shall gote from the anuvual repert of the Ministry of Ixternal Affo ras
submitted to Parlisment. It seys that Government of India have rofrained
from toldng sides in the dispute between the two countries. In cnse Some
Congbese lcader or Minister gets up and says that we ere with Malayeias, don't
you believe that. That is meant to throw dust in our eoyes. The fact is that
the Indien goverpment bas left Jakarte and Knala Lompur to lmow that sEm
they ore pot teking sideaj they are neutral, they want the two to negotiate,
just as the other noutrels advised to negotiate with Chon en lai when his
troops were invading our couniry in October-November 106Z. We felt very angry
about it. But spert from that the attitude to Malayeis, spert from being
against our own interest ¢lso smacks of base ingratitude, When India was
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attacked, Tunin Abdul Relmen, the Prime Ministor of Malaysis happened te

be in Delhi. He did pot sit on the fence, he was not neutral, he did not
advise the two parties to negotiate. lie went on the Radio that same evening
and said 'we aro with you ageinst China' and by doing that he incurred the
wrath of the& Chinese Comemniste for which ho is paying today. He did not
even call a meeting of his cabinet to consult his Ministers what he

should do. He took the decision like a brave man, For that act of friendship,
we are now repaying him by stabbing him in the back.

What the world would think of our country and owr policy is for us to consider.
Now the net effect of India"s atand on Malaysia, Wict Nam appeara to me to be
to give aid and comfort to our Chinese commmist enemies at a time when owr
whole aim should be somehow to sustain those who are holding that enemy in
Viet Nam. Let us consider what would happen if tomorrow Mr.lal Bahadup
Shastri's word wns unfortunately to be accepted. His advice is 'stop bombing
the North'., The Americans nare not bombing the North Por fun. They are doing
it, because that is the only basie on whieh they cam atop further supplies

and men coming into Viet Nam to destroy it. In other words, the Americans

do not feel they can snve South Viet Nam unleas thoy bomdb the North. So

Mr .Sostri snys 'you stop bombingthe North'. That means in effect although

he has not the guts to say &t "get out of Viet Nam'. The Indian Government's
secrat attitude is get out of Viet Nam and hand it over to the Commanistse That
is the logic ofthe Indian gov.rmment's stand. Now supposing the Americans

were to say Yalright, that's what you lile, let's sooe how you like it later"
and welk out. What's going to happeni

The first result wall be that the Commumist Chinese troops which are poised

in North Viet Nam would be shifted to ow frontiers.: In other words thoae

who are pinning down the enemy forces from attackingus will he liberntad

to come and concentrate ageinst us in the Himalayas. The second effcol will be
thet Viet Nam will have a so—celled neutral government which the Commmniste
will deminate. When that happens, Laos and Thailand will capitulate aud the
whole of Indo-Chine will be under Chinese Commmnist domination. low that

will bring the Chinese to the frontiers of Malayeias Malaysis will them be
caught in a nut-cracker. Indonesia isx already there in the field and the

Chinese Cormmnists will prees from the North and Maleysia will be crushed.
That meons the Chinese Cormuniste will get to Singapore. Indin will therafore
be surrounded by China and her friends or satellites, all the way round
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from Earachi .d.cm to Singapore. That is the wonderful result that Mr.lal Pahadur
Shastri’s advice will have produced for us.

Now what dowos thn. occupation of Malsysia mean ? It means a new Yunnan for

Indin. It weans the territory where 10% of the population isa of Indian origin
{ha'cumu Commnist will select o fov thousands for brainwashing and
indoctrination and tssining in guerilla warfare and having trained them

they will then put them in little boats and push them on to the coast of Madrass,

‘where they will land with arms. This is reslly what Mr.Sukarno is doing in
‘Malaysia today and that is what they will then do to us and they will be Indians

lookinglike us, who mix with the people of this comntry and they will nevor
be identified. Thereafter thm wap when onough have beon landed the war of
national liberation will start.

This pelicy, I do pot kmow how to describe it — would it bs wrong to ecall it
a policy of snicide or a policy inspired by a kind of death wish of a
government that wants to destroy its om eomntry ? There is mo other way of

looking at it. And when that happens the ammsing thinpg will be the Naw York Times
e — e e —_—

and Americon liberals in the Universities will enll wpon the Amarican
Government not to help Mr.Lal Bahodur Sastri because they will any this is o
genuine nationalist fervouwr :'m Ipdie trying te overthrow o corrupt, ronctionary,
imperialist governmegt.

~ Singepore having gone, the Amoricans will not lnow how to help us, hecause the

Seventh fleet won't find it very easy to come from the Pecific to the Indian

Ocean. So our nuclear defence from behind which could have stopped the Chinese
army entering India will also have gone. I hope I honve said enough to showthat
the frontiersof India lie on the river Mekong and that anyone who lwlps in the
déstruction of that river is striking a blow at the destruction of the dafenee

of India.

Nows, c2n we in the light of this blame President Lynden Johneon if he lost
hie patience and said that he had no time to waste on people who gave this
kind of suicidal advice. Some press comment in India st that time suggested
thet the United States should not take India for granted which made me laugh.
The real point of that wans that we dhounld not toke the Unitod States for
gronted and that's what President Johnson was trying to gat into our noodle.






