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followig gy the United States, the result would be the withdrawal of Amerl

forces from Vietnam and its incorporation in the.Chinese Communls;teiizz%,
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auteracker vetween the Chinese Communist satellites 1§ the ﬁort 3 L e 1itos
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211 the way from Karachi to Singapore," observeq Mr. l'l.h.masanljc lLe.Annuai
Secretary of the Swatantra Party, while delivering én addrﬁss a "

General Meeting of the Indian Council of World Affairs on "Qur Neglec“t‘zef -
Backyard” this evening. “"How long would 1t be," asked tﬁe speaker, efo

men of Irndian origin, who form ten percent of the population of Malay81?, are )
broinwashed and treined as guerillas and landed on the coast of Madras in order

to support & 'war of national liberation' in India also?"

Mr. Maseni pointed out that the picture on India's borders wag not an .
encoursging one and that the only friendly neiglbours India had Were‘Afghantstan
end ralaysia, and more recently Ceylon under its new government. This wes the
result of fifteen years of mistaken foreign policies whick had collapsed at the
time of the Chinese invasion in 1962. Unfortunately, judging by present .
indications, the lessons of that debacle had not been learnt by those in office.
Even today, while our eyes were glued to Kutch and the Himalayas, the enemy was
clowly creeping in on this country from its backyard in Southeast Asia which our
government had neglected ever since Independence.

Mr. Hesani described the hostilities in Vietnam as a new type of war which
the communists euphemistically described as a “"war of natiornal liberationm,” but
which was in fact neked armed aggression. There was ample evidence to show that
the hard core of Viet Cong forces were trained in the North and ordered to
infiltrate into the South, that the leadership of the Viet Cong forces consisted
of professional officers of the North Viet Nam Army, that the operations were
directed from Hanei, and that the Viet Cong lorces were armed with new types of
weapons aenufactured in the Soviet Union, Czechoslovakis, East Germany and
Communist China. The International Control Commission had, with the participation
of the Indian lember, in & special report to the Co~Chairmen on 2nd June 1962,
endorsed the findings of its Legal Committee that the North Viet Namese regime lza
violated no less than four Articles of the Geneva Convention.

The United States had all these years mistakenly allowed North Viet Nam to
be & "privileged sanctuary" with the result that South Viet Nam and Laos were being
gradua}ly eaten into. The recent measures taken by President Lyndon Johnson to
end this absurd situation and to punish the aggressors deserved to be welcomed by
all lovers of freedom in Asia., These measures were comparable to President
Kennedy's action in Cuba, when he had called Khruschev's bluff. It had now been
demonstrated to the free countries that it was not the United States that was &

paper tiger but Communist China that was a Paper Dragon
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str 8 blow at the freedom and stability of der A
including our own. At a later Conference, the Indien Government may i?;fi;?ﬁelf
denied admission while the Left Communists who mignt_then be _ engnai:ad : !
‘yar of national liberation' in India might well claim recognition," observe

Mr. Masani.

Mr., Masani did not think that these misguided policies flowed fro:F the
concept of non-alignment. Nonalignment did not mean being neutra:!. against
onself nor denying oneself assistance in one's own defence. Pandit Neh:_'u, the
architect of nonalignment,had accepted American and British assistance in
October 1962 although the Soviet Union was sitting on the fence. Mr. H&sa.nl
quoted a book by Professor W.E.Griffith entitled "The Sino-Soviet Rift" Wthh‘l.-‘ch‘::e
the sensational disclosure that Khrushchev had, on October 13 and 14, 1962, given
the green light to the Chinese Ambacsador in Moscow for the Chinese attack on
India which followed on October 20.

The speaker was inclined to think that the motivation for the suicidal
policies being followed by New Delhi was twofold. The first factor was that
the Indjsn Government had become a prisoner of the Soviet Veto in the Security
Council of the U.N. in regard to Kashmir and was terrified of doing anything
that might lead to the withdrawal of that veto, The other factor was craven
appeasement of communist expansionism, illustrated by the terms of the Joint
Communique issued at the end of Prime Minister Shastri's visit to Moscow which
reflected no credit on the good sense, independence or self-respect of the Indiau
Government. . "Indeed, today," said the speaker, "the international attitudes of
the Indien Government are often dictated by remote control by the Communists on
the one hand and obscurantist and chauvinistic elements on the other,"

The solution, according to the speaker,was that India should invite the
free countries of Asia to join with it in a regional security arrangement
underwritten by the Western Democracies in terms of President Iyndon Johnson's
offer of Qctober 18, 1964. "With India and Japan as the bastions at each end
thi_i Smaller and weaker countries in between can be sustained in resisting the !
Chinese communist assault on their freedom," concluded Mr. Masani,
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