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Lstablichmont

The Swatantra {Bkyeseel) Party was eatadlished im Bosbey om Auguet
1 and 2, 1959 at a preparatery Comventien. Earlier a small informal
Roeting comvensd by the All India Agriculturists Federstion had

teen held in Madras in June 1959 which decided %o launch & mew Party
under this nasme.

(emeral gharscteristicas

0ddly emough, credit for this Party's nlmer;nnt mst go to the Coagress
Party, because of what is deseribed dm=~Indds as the "Nagyur Resolution"”
which the Comgreass Party adopted in Jamary 1959, This resolution
imposed ceilings on land holdings whioh in practice would deprive the
farser of all land that he mig't owa in excwss of what would bring in
an in income of nromé‘s.ho Fapaca—{ti#-3w®) a year, It propoced in
ewphomintic torms a system of "joint cooperative farsing”, which in
reality wae an atiempt at introducing collective farsming ef the Soviet
or Chinese pattern, Finally it made an attempt to establish a Btate
momopoly dn the wholesale trude in foodgraine, thersby elisin ting
thousands ef traders.

1'_':lhn Swatantras Party has msde & novel experiment im restrieting
disgiplinsry coatrol over members to escential issues, giving fresdom
4n all other matters to speak and vote secording to individual epinion.

Palicica

The Party's bacic policjes are cutlised is its Statement of Peliey
entitled "To Prosperity Through Freedoa" adopted at its first Natiomal
Convention in 1960 (Gepy attached).



Tuture programse

Like any other political party, the Swatantra Party aspires to assume

the reigns of office through democratic slsctions. Whkile other demoera tic
Parties in the country do mot msterially differ from the ruling Comgress
Party in ecomomic affairs, the Swatantra Party has otepped out ef the
beaten path and advocates golicies which are fusdamentally differeat

from those followed by the Comgress Party in the mame of a "Soeialist
Pattera of Society”.

The immediste programme is to develop the Party imto a meaningful
democratic opposition Party inm the couatry's Parlisment and in the
State Amsemblies.

loEtnmmu

Formed in August 1959, the Swatantra Party bad to face General Elestions
in February-March 1962. The showing it put up wes, according te
impartial commendators, mteworthy,. In the Union Parliament, it

suc geaded in nltﬂr:l.l}g e total uﬂdiun wtes and 27 seats and emarged
as the lurgest sin;le opposition demccratic Party. The Communists were,
however, better represented with 31 seats. In the elections to the
State Assesblics, the Party emerged as the "recognised” Opjosition
Party in four States, vis, Bihar, Rajasthan, Gujsrat and Orissa, Ia
overall strength, it emerged as second enly to the ruling Comgress
Party securing a total of 206 seats.

However, in relation to the mumerical streagth of the Congress Party,
the representation of the Swatantra Party, or for that matter of
other opjosition Parties, is sketchy. Under the present systes of
elections in the comtry,patterned after the British model, thess
figures ¢o not truly represest pablie supjort. ¥For instance while the
Congress has 75% of the seats in the House eof the People it secured
less than 45% of the popular vote,
The Swatantrs Party, on the other hand, polled 9% of the total vote
and secured only 27 seats.



Prospects

In a comtry where literacy is pitifully low, the intellectual appeal
of a Party's prograsse is limiteds The problem is one of "harnsssing
and mobilising potestial sumpathy and support into a mass movement,"
a8 the Gemeral Secretary of the Party stated in the course of his
report to the First Natioml Comvention im March 1960, | He added:
"Even Truth, it has been ssid, meeds wings, and the fimest programme

or plisy cen make little headway wmless it finds organisa
channels through which it can reach every corner o. the comntry™. &

This coptinuce to be the problem facing the Party today. If the Party
is able to develop an organisatioms]l mechanisrm composed of a goordinmted
group throughout the country, is able to develop a sound cadre and
has the necessary finamoial resources, them with the temper of the
Indian people being what it is 4edey, thasks to the Chinese Communist
invasion of the gountry and the unpopular economic policies resulting
in oppressive direet ani indirect hnﬂ.on,\l.t is not impossible for

~ +% | the Swatantra Party to emerge as a truly liberal Party and provide

(=) the people with the choice of & democratic altermstive to the Party

: in of fice besbxy:
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which are difficult for private initiatival

The Party stands\for the principle of meximm freedom for the individual
and minimum interference by the State, consistent with the obligation to
prevent, and punis snti-social activities to protect the weaker
elements of society\and to create the conditions in which individusl
initiative will thrive and be fruitful.

The Party holds thet ij the policies adopted for mationsl development

priority must be assigndd to the basic needs of the people, namely, food

water, housing and eclot

The Party believes that evgry citizen has a fundemental right to educate
his children according to his choice and in a free atmosphere untramelled
by official directives and that the State should afford focilities for
such education without discrifination.

The Party holds that the paramqund need is for increasing food production
and this is best attained through the self employed peasant propristor
who is interestedin obtaining thf highest yield from his land.

In industry, the Party believes in the incentives for higher production
and expansion inheremt in compelitive enterprise with adequate safeguards
for the protection of labour and agdinst unreasonnble profits, prices and
dividends, where there is no competition or where competition does not

secure the necessary corrective.

The Party stands for the restriction of| State enterprise to heavy industries
such as are necessary to supplement priwate enterprise inm that field, such

national services as Railways, and the Atarting of new enterprises

The Party believes that in the field of profuction, the free choice of the
producer and the consumer must be given baaiﬁ\plnee and importance.

The Party holds that taxation should be kept al such levels as will not
interfere with reasonable living standerds for the people, both rural and
urban and which will will not be so high and exngiing or 8o ubiquitons as

to prevent capital formation end private investment,
\

The Party believes that the cost of public administr

ion should be

reduced considerably. It stands for integrity and effikiency in the
machine, with a

services, It is against the expansion of the bureaucrat
by citizens and
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