D VEATIT OBJICHIVES ARE.

P alachari, is d to
maintenmed of individual liberty, belleves in peasmt propriector
on the land md people’s enterprise in induetry, wmd is opposed %o
st itism apd the metho of socialism. Thst a broad=hasld
pirty of 4ils mature vhould hive come forwird to questiom the wry
foundations on which the woecial md ecomomic strucgure of the
0ld Indiam repudlie has so far beem reired comcstiitwtes nothing short of
a revolution om the Indism politieal sceme.

The birth of the “watantra party marks, im a2 way, the end of the
post=independence ¢ra which his becn infused with the agivatiomal
polities of the struggle for natiomal frocdom. It well mark the
be of the fupncticning of mormal parlismemtary in
eountry whose fr-eedom Dae beem well and truly foumded om the rook of a
democratic cop=titution amd which smow turms to utilise that freedom for

the well=-being md harpimess of its people. Swatamtra lenders
elaim thit emergemee of the party 2. q eign of the gro politieal
d miturity of the Indiam people.

The philosophy 2f the mew party, put im 2 mutshell, i» that it
h2e f4dth in the people®s capacity to erve the cn'-tlz by =
them-clves, Te slogam under which Dr. Imdwig Irhard ha accompli hed
the = :gnificent postwar recovery of Ve:t Germamy, t the m"ﬂl the mome
loose wnd they will mike the country tromg." stri ¢d 3 respamuiwe
chord with the ‘witmtra party's members, The Dew pirty » sembers do mot

belicve that 1 gollectivised ecomomy ean coexist for lomg wi'h peliticdd .
dem-gracy. Ome or the other mu-t give way., fome messure of siate
enterprize md regulation im the ecomomic fleld the party oowpta 4 »

jnevi table im the comditioms of the 20th Cemtury. But, Wem govermmeat
regulatiom cteps tere s 1 @ertaim limit, it threatene the purpose for
vhieh 1+ i- invoked., 'he mew party stmd: for the "defemse of fum amd
fmily.” 1t rejects materialism md recalls the stres which Gmdhi

Jai¢ om moral vilues. 1i rejects the false dichotomy of bBread Wersus

free om. In ite view, breid can be achieved ofily with md Shrough
frecdom. Abraham Limesln'B adage thit "the legitimate object & FOVETmmERt

2

g



.It‘i

individual effort, do ataall, or do so well, for them .

in one of the keynmote speéeches at the Bomb ; rougumﬁrm‘::

ﬂ. l:ln the relevance to the problems of Illgl A century after Lincoln's
L]

T™e new party has decided to limit 1te opposition * o0cio-

economie sphere and has mot so far developed a : 'k anntn:‘lm poliey

or on the linguieite md other loerl probleme which aboumd in differemt

parte of India. The sponsors fe:l that the politieal parties of thday,

whether in India or elsewhere, often tend to 1y domm "the party line”

on Almo+t every arpeot of 1life, mnd they accordingly belicve that the

Ewatmtra party might well st an edample of limiting its area of

Agrcement and disclpline and leaving its iddividual members free to express

t{:tt? own points of view on many of these lasues outaide the party

platform,.

.
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ds 'to do for the people what needs % be dome, but which they cammot, by ;
1

|
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For a4 deecade now Prime Minister Nchru, with hies quaint dlind of
Sovict-ctyle ecomomic planning and British-model parlimcntary democracy,
haé dominated the Indian intellcetwal sccme. A faint challenge from am
is0lated poeket here and there is all he has had to encounter, The
fundmmental thinking on which the Nehru government's economiec measures
have been baagd is that, in an underdeveloped country wuch as Tndia's,

a departure Irom thc mormal functionimg of economic laws becomes negessary
if the high expectation: of materisl improvement ralse’ in the minds of
newly independent pcople are mot to turm sour. So, the argum:nt goes, the
building up of heavy indu try must, comtiriry to the normal scquence,
precede consumer gooda industries. ‘The government has to play a
particularly active role, both im estiblishing crpital goode indu.trien,
such asz pteel and huge riverevailley projeots, and im reguliiing the entire
functioning nf ecomomic life, whether im induitry or igriculture. Like
Rus 42 in. China, though without politic:l dictatorship, India would pull
1todlf up by its bootstraps, performing im a s«hort spam of time what
might otherwiae tale gemeratlons o sccomplich. There can be no guestion
thaty during the firet decade of independence, a large pari of the Indism
intelligentaia followed Mr. Nehrp in this line of though$.

Under the ourf ee, however, sccond thoughts have been developing
and discontent with the "soclialist patterm”™ has beem bullding up during
the lart few years, The middle clascee have found themsclves bci:f
ground down slowly by the inevitable comsequences of excensively high
tazation and the imflationm ghat wae slowly erccping ower them, The
consumer was made %o pay more for the mecesvitlen of 1ife through
suecessive impoeitione of heavy exclee dutiees, The investor was being
tixed out of hi- investable surplus. The entrepenenr wis belng harried
by burewmcratic regulation md interferense. A tusinesendn rcsponding to
the government's oall $o undertake the mamufacture of ome scaree materisd
or om¢ for which there ie am cxport mapket found that he had fo trudge
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- road block in the way of obiiiming the mecessiry facilities. New
¥ .“. 1

~ md uncertinty a¢ to what the govermment would do mext have become &
feature of ‘coonomie 1ife.. 45 ‘} il .

] corridors of the New Yelhi seorctiriat, moving fpom

. -?a 1 ncver-ending attempt to obtadm the ;nriw,- u“m::ra_
Already im the Tleld of mamfieturc hive been mowm 1o pund mew
every month in flying upfto Delhd to wmswer queries or romove s

_ tralnts om the people': emterprice were being tematio
and Juciified by referemce to the socialist dontrl::: Fear

On the politie?) plame, the evils of imterferenmce by PmM Ji:,;:F{T.J':

bosses in the adminictritiom of the ecunmtry nd the pressure th rought
to hear om offieials hive becm causing demortl¥gation nl.!a aeTv @t

md de troying public confidemec im the govermment of the day. Imt

e i
ference om ideclogical grounds has beenm elewated into 2 primoiple. T 53 hﬂ
oult of personility hae smothered free disoussiom even within the suling

liberal or Gamdhian lines, have Leem in ted into silemoe by &
fow confused Marxi- ts at the head of the party. In the absenoce of m ,
alterantive govermment, discontent has been funneled inorea inte
Red chapnels, and the kind of polarigatiom that took plmeoe 1n na in the
'40's between the Kuominting and the Commumist party was becoming
noticeable in the atate of Kerala and was= in diwmger of developing ¢l e re.
¥Yven eo, only the wildest optimiet could have foreseem the cmerginge of A

party itself, Me.bulk of tic ambers of the Oomgress party, who %,
timida _

‘major political pirty which advocated rejeoting the entire patiern of

planning apd cconomie development that ha: beem followed during the past
decade. Gn‘ti a3 jear agoy I myseli iried unsuccessiully %o weld together
severdal “of € 1lo¢al groupa ich have now come together under the
umbrelia of thie pew nationdl party. How ha this new party of [resdon
finally eome about?

0ddly, credii for ite emergence muet go to the Comgrecos party,
begause of what 1e deceribe: in India ae the "Wagpur Hesolution® which
the Congresn party adopted la t Jwmuary,.

. That resoluition constitutes a three-pronged itack om the way of
1ife in the Tndian village. The firet rrong of -the attuck ia the
imposition of ceiling: om 1and holdings which In rractice womld deprive
the farmer of all land thit he might own in excess of whit would bring
in an income »f around 3,600 rupccs ($760) in the year. This mesmre
wonld break the baok of the middle claseee in the villages "mad ﬁ‘glvi
them of the capacity to withetmd the lnroads of govermmemial suthordty.

The =econd promg is the proposal which i. eupheuinticlll{lc 111ed
"joint cooperative farming.® Barring its nime, it has nothing cORMOn
with the principles of genuine cooperiiion as practiced im Demmark,
ngland and ~ther countries. 1t le im reality am sttempt 2t Il'&rlihdu
collective firming of the Sovict=Chimese paticrm through the

1amd, the uprooting of boundaries amd th# establlidhment of big eooperitive
farms. fven if this plam were brought sbout without corecion 1t sus

in present-dny conditione in Imdia, inevitably memn mammsgement by offielnle
of the government and the re uetion of the farmer to the »tatus of a
landless labourer. Heedless of ﬂ;: Ieem:hd' mrf-uln:: u‘r.ul_-hﬁ"
faming in the Iron Curtaln ¢ountries aad e ignormce o

mognificent achicvements of smalle-scile peasant famming in Japm, Pdme
Ministcr Nehru ineiste that this change would rewmlt in imareca-ed
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food production. It ie slso supposed to constitute a “higher way of 1ife®

the age-old method of
3 o glng me of 2 mam @nd his family cultivating lamd whieh

The third prong ies the attempt to establish a state

:gl;;ale tr:gc ? roolrgruill;:.tthnrnb; eliminating t mm:?:;ﬂtzt?ur 3
eaving the fammer face age with the mon whil )

to him the price at which he must sell his pmdu::?h' et o

It wae this ill-conceived Nagpur Resolution which acted as a

arkplug to the political revolt. The urbam middle clase and the business

asey, helpless againet the hold of the C esa party on mral areass,
have found a new ally. The reactiom of 1:&:4 peasanis, who with their
families constitute at least 52¢ of India's population, has beem inetimetive.
In a country where most peasants live in mud huts, omm little more than a
plow, and, if they are lhoky, a pair of bulloeks, the plece 5f land that
they have is all they omm call their own. Vhem Prime Minister Nehru brushes
apide the plea for pcasant proprictoship by pointing out that most of the
peasants own small, fragmented farms and should therefore not objeot to the
poolong of their lamdes, it sounds to the peasant like asking a mother not
to mind parting with her child beczuse it is only a tiny infint. So it was
not mrprising that the All India Agrieulturiets' Federation convened the
initiating meeting at Madras on June 4 where the declision to launch the
Swatmtra Party was tiken. PPofesvor N. G. Ranga, a leading wpokesmam of
the Indian peisantry, resigned his post as seoretary of the Congress party
in Farlisment to become chairman of the new party.

Even within the rinks of the Congress party there is widespread
disqulet over the Nagpur kesolutiom. Omly a few weeks buagk, the Indimm
prezs published the glat of a letter written !r the Prime Minister by the
veterm Ir. Rajendra Prasad, the ‘resident of the Hepublic, smunding a note
of warning againmst a hasty amd doctrinaire approach to rural problems.

Perhape the best parallelto the character of the Switantra purt{; in ¥
Westerm countrie: is that provided by such as the Smallholders' party
Hung:ry. In the field of agriculture the pafamount mecd for increased food
production is -tressed, apd it i» felt that this 1s best atiained through
the self=employed peasant proprietor who is interested in obtalning the
highest yields from his lamd. The peasant farmer should L& givem all
peychologlcal amd material inducements fgp greater production without

di - turbing the harmomy or rurd 1ife amd withous affecting owmcrship or
nmagement. Among wuch incentives would be a fair amnd atable priee, the
provision of credit amd the =mupply of witer, tools, seced and fcrtilimer.

In the field of indust the “watmtra party belleves in the incemt-
ives for higher production ln?;ﬂpﬂaio‘n that are inherent in calp.titil.fi
entcrprise, with necessary safcgunrds agiinat momovoly. The pirty wou :.ul
restitet st ite enterprisc to the field of heavy industries, where lll'l“. v
in order to supplement the notable achlevements nf such privite cltu::
asy for example, the giant Tati Irom & Steel Compimy in Jd m hodgur,

i.s
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such national services as the riilwiys, ‘The party has d elared
. el
be in favour of a balamced development o’ odplital goods umutri::“lf h
orgmised concumer goode industries amd rural industrics that aftoeg
supplementary employment to the large mumber of unemployc: and under-
zlg:gdpeg;te‘gu th;tlggi The gaﬁr:g :.; :ppoaad to the stite entering
o rade. eves € f
producer and the comcumer. T TN N S

*  Through such 2 positive policy, the Swatmmtra party bell
agricultural production ofm be set om ite feet 1 “'P"_'Slm“ ;::“b:::tan
succeesfully achieved in Japan =ince Vorld War I¥. Thus emm be provided
& sound foundation on which the induetrial ostructure of the couniry oam be
rearcd. Vhile depreciating the poliey of a king the present gemcration to
tightem its belt (whick, im Imdia, it does not posmers) for the « ke of
generation= unborh, the Switimtra pirty believea that the policies it =
suggests would liberate the productive forees from the rectrictive effcots
of bureaucricy, =0 th 't a much quicker expanei m of induetry 'nd 4 more
rapid rise in the standiard of life of the people cim be brought about, ".t
as thiw was accompiiche by the successcful implementation of Dr. Lrhard's
policy of unelal emtcrprise in West Germamy. 0fuch 7 policy would be in
consonance with the @stablished Indian principle that thosw who possess
wealth should not rum the government, while those who eontrol the army
and police sh-ould not be in control of agriculture and industry. Te
party'e policy would rrevent the concentration of polidheal md economie
power in a2 few honde. The way is thge opened for the bullding up of a
broadebase. coalitiom of the peasmiry inm the villagees and the middle
¢lasses in the cities.

Two charges hdve be:n levied aguinst the mew party by 1lta opponcnte.
fhe firat is that it is a projection of the ﬁnmcre ts of blg business and is
therefore "reactionary®. Since this is Mr. “chru'e main line of attick it
merite consideratiomM. It i& undoubtedly true that the izplementation of the
party's program would bring the businecsman the much needed reltef for
which he has been clamouring for the past few years. That does not,
however, mean that the buseiness class will wholeheirtedly throw its weight
behind the Swatanira party. The reasom for this lies 1n the present
controlled economy where business tends to become the handmaid of government
The selfish sceramble for licenses and permite blunts the cipaciiy of businen
to stand up for their wiy of life. Pear of the wrath of government agiinst
businessmen who give po itieal or finameial support to the mew mriy is
ommipresent. Thus, while some eourageous buaincsmmen will mo doubt
gravitate to the Swatantra party, it is more tham likely that thove burinese
men who have hitherto distinguished themselvee by lack of vision and supine
gttitude to the govermment will continue to be found om Mr. Nehru's
"goeialist" abndwigom. The mew party will therefore have to rely for its

cincws on the small m"n*s sapport.

\nother irgument advmced by the eritics of the swatantra party ia
that by dividing the democratic forces im the country, it may uncon oualy
help the Communist party. I believe this fear {2 bare’ om & profound
mi seonception of current political realities.

If today the mew pirty has come out im fromtal oppositbén to the



overnment of the day, it L. beomuse the policie of the Nehru
T€ in many waye prep ring the ground for Communism, giving it m
@ "4 making it ideologieally ueceptable. -The rrﬁ- Hinister hap of tem
t he seec= an to object fo in the ideology ~f Communism but
1y in ite methods of violemce. Im other words, the Communis: leopard ie
good, btut without his spota. The moral barrier which Gandhi ercoted Agiinet
omaunism h2» beem last in a2 fog of confusion. The ccon-mie policien of
the rul party, and in particular the attempt at collective f .
m:stj.g e use of a phrave which the late Deputy Prime l!.niutnmu
Vallabhbhal Patel used im a different contexis ece policies are in scme
wage "the sappers and miner of the Comsunist party.®

In the parst few monthe, we in India have geenm Communint
ﬁ.mw the freedom of the unirmed and defemscle s people of nmfﬂﬂiﬂ'
omly recently the people of the stite of Keral: were Matiling bravely te
throw off the Communist yoke. Unfortumately, it seemz that nony ‘ag men

in the Congress party, who would reazet viclently at the direet threat of
Oommunist dkotatoship, do not mind very much if the pokson is adminietered
to them in homeopithic doeseover 1 period of years: And certainly there is
1ittle merit in the suggestion that, in the face of the lnabllity of Congress
party member: to assert themseclves, others chould =td by helplessly an
wateh thi= erosion of demceracy for fear of eplitting the nan-Eumr.iut
vote. :

the whole world, including the peoples in the Irom Curtilm countries,
iw moving wway from the shibboleths of collectiviem. The danger of Tndia‘a
being committed to outmoded dogmis which the rest of the world l¢ digcarding
must be combited. By rallying Indla ig.inct gommuniem and educttiing
publiec opinion about the moral gulf between Communism and the free way
of life, the new party will eliminate the damger of the current wmconscious
drift towird the precipfee. The party's Ut itement of Principles illows mo
coexl tence between 1t md the ideology of Communism, nd the iead
epokesmen of the party hive a long record of =truggle ag:lost Communist
totalit.rianl=m.

The mainm irchiteot of the party 1: India'c elder state mam, O,
Rajngopalachari, a former Govermor-Gemeral and Home Minister in the Union
Government and more than omoe the hief Minister of the stiteof Madris,
The charge of lrrespopeibility lald om him b the Prime Niniater oits nddly
on the shoulders of tiule B0-year old pitriarch. Ome of Gindhi's trusted
licutenante, and allied to him domestically by the parriage of Gundhi'e son
with his dwghtey,hhe hae s.id that Communist 1s "Public Inemy Funber Ome."
The phrase his become famous wd 1s mow part of the partyta credo.

Professor N. G. Ranga, the party's chilrmam, early learnes the { 10te
of 1ife atout Communism in the villiges of his home state in ndhra, and
has increased his kmowlecge through the bifter expericnees of cuch friends
and sseoeiites as Fereme Nagy of Bungarye

The party has the moral supprrg of Jayaprikash Naraysm, former
soelall -'-'Lig:def' md pow Vinoba Bhave's chief liecutemint in the Rheodan
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lamd gift) campaign. Jayiprak.sh, though himself a belicver im

xhﬂll,, has welcomed the emergemee of he Swatantra p wrty bcenn.-.:.::r”

supports ita opposition to the totalitirian trend im cemtriliged lanning
ﬁ'ha deseribes as “oreeping paralysis”. He is 1180 heartened L the

ﬁ'w ® acocptance of the Gandhiam way of ichieving =5ciil ju. tice

he theory of "trsuteeship® om the part of those owning wealth snd em

privilege of any kind. Curremtly, J’g:pranlh. who three years back g '

ralsed the bamncr of revolt against Indim government's ambivalent

attitude toward the Fungari @ revolutiom, is hard at k
isue of Tibetwm f reedom. i . work to keep slive the

Wiat are the party's prosepots? Here we ire in the preschoc of
derables. Te mext general electioms are scheduled for the spring of

2 3né a3 great deal of water will flow dowm the O @mges betweenm mow and

» The mind of India ie in flux. No static or statistlonl mmalyeis
based on the figures of the 1lact elections makes my swense. fthe Indian
voter ie, by md large, 'm uncommitted voter, ewayed by a multioiplity of
such pulls as religi-m, carte, regiom, ideology and the eult -f persopality.
There cmm be no question that the Comgress party hie had ite dyy 'md must
Bow be prepared for 1 gmmtinuous declime im its prestige and popularity.
People are get'ing bored with the old #aces, the 0ld volees md the old
slogame. By 1962, it will be "time for a chinge,"”

fhe question is mow whether the Congress party will lose ground. It
will. ‘The question is who will occupy that ground -« t.e Communiets or the
Swatantra rarty? ‘The amewer fo this guestion will lie in the capaolty
shown by the new party to build what is nmow a broad mational movement into
am efficient machine, to comvert widespread btut nebulous sympithy into
resources ind votes. My personal belief is that, whether we win or lose the
next eleetions, our greatest scrvigce will lie Iln the (aot that we will have
broken the "Comgres: or Comminist™ strajt-jacket which limited the Indiane’
ohoice. And we will have prevented Indiam's going 'ﬂ.onﬁ the Chinene path.
For every vote the Swatantra pirty takes away fromtthe “ongress pirty it will
take away scores of potemtial votes from the Communist party. A4 friend of
mine in Bombay told me dout 2 year ago that a1t the mext elegtione he would
vote for the Communiste, much s he detesied them, bectusc that wae the omly
way to remove the "corrupt ind imefiiclent Nchru government.” 1 pleaded
with him that this would be a tragio mistake om his pirt, but to mo purpose.
Laet month the first donation that came into the Swatmtira party s ofiices
in Bombay was from the 'ame map, who wrote that once agsin he could see a
bright future for India.

At the last electione the Indian who was not 3 soeinliate md there
were quite 1 few million - was virtuslly diefrmchiced. Te choice between
the Congress party, the Praja socialiet party, the Joclaliat pirsy ind the
Communist pirty ¢indidates was far him litile choice indecd. It will now
be poszsible for the couni#y amd the electorate to have before it a glear
il ternative.

7411 the Swatiptra party succeed im giving Imdis, in course of tme,
a government that will irp?emczt {ts liberal policien? T don't ““'tu-::u
organigation his 2 guarmntee of vieddry at its births Indeced, no ‘l':\l'“
cwese would evee t ke shipe if ite spomeors awaite uch 4 fur-muc.t re:{u
spontaNeous, grasseroote development must 3% the sume time be W@ 0% o
md an 2ot of faith.
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"FR/EDON PARTY® FOUNDFR TILS HOV I wAS POAMED
XD WEAT I OBNICHWVED AR,

BY MINOO MACANI

In dugust in Bombay, Indin 2 new politiecal pirty wis borm. If
it were yet onc more pirty wedded to some kind of eoolull that would
hardly be mews. What is intereoting about the cevelopment 4+ that the
Swatmtra (Freedom) Party, which has come into existemge under the
leadership of Flder “titesman C. Rajagopalachari, ie pledged to the
mailnteninc® of individual lib«-rqr bellieves in peasmt proprietorship
on the land =d people's enterprise im indusiry, md is spposed to
atitism nd the methodology of socinliem. Thit 2 brosdebacéd politieal
pirty of thics niture chould hive come forwird to question the wury
foundatione on whieh the woecial :nd economic strucsure of the 10=year
0ld Indimm republie has so far been reired conmstituter nothing shart of
2 revolution on the Indism politiesl cceme.

e birth of the ‘watontra party mirke, im 2 wiy, the end of the
port=independence era which has been infueed with the gltational
polities of the struggle for natiomal frecdom. It may well mark the
beglnning of the funeticping of normal parlimentary demoeriey im a
couniry whose f ccdom hag beem well amd truly founded om the rook of a
demooratic con=titution snd which mow tumes to utilige that freedom for
the well-being wnd happipmese of its people, Swatantra party leuadera
claim thit emergenoce of the party ar g sign of the growing politioanl
miturity of the Indian people.

the philosophy of the mew party, put in 2 nuichell, is that it
has fd4th in the people's capacity to erve the cﬂ.untri by rerving
themoclves. ‘The =logam und«r which Dr. Iudwig Trhard ha accompliched
the uignifieent poutwar recovery of Vest Germany, "“et the mem md the mome
loose nd they will mike the country trong." stri cs a résponsdve
chord with the ‘'witmtra party's members, The new party © sembers do Bot
belleve thit 1 eollectivised economy oam coexiet for lomg wlih politioal
dem~eracy. One or the other murt give way, Jome med-ure of state
enterprise md regulation in the cconomie field the party ocepts as
inevi table in the conditioms of the 20th Cemtury. Put, when govermment
regulation oteps 2ero a 1 gertalm limit, it threatens the purpose for
which it i+ invokeds The mew party stand: for the "defemsc of furm ond
foamily.” 1t rejecte materisliem md recalls the stres which ¢ mdhd
laid om moral vilues, It rejecte the false dichotomy of bread versus
free 'om. In it: view, bread can be schieved ofily with md ‘-lil":‘@ e
freedom. Abraham Lineoln'® adage thit “the legitimate objeet governmen

I.z
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~ the duety corridors of the New Yelhi seeretirist, moving from o/ flec to
affiee in 2 pever-ending attempt to oviadm the varlous !icem cs wnd permite,

_Mlready in the field of mamfieturc hive been known i spend neveral

gz month in lying upfto Delhi to mewer queries or remve mme

road in the way of obtaiming the necesairy facilities. New

ecnstraints on the people's emterpricc were being syotematienlly imposed

and Justified by referemce to the =ocialiet dootrine. Fear, hesitomey

md wncertiinty as to what the govermment would @o mext have beoome a

feature of economic life.

On the politieal plame, the cvile of interference by political
bosves in the administrition of the country wmd the pressurc ﬁq brought
%o bear on officiale hive beca ciusing demortl¥sation smong elvi
md de troying public confidemce im the govirmment of the dny. Inter-
feremce on ideclogical ground« has been e¢lewated imto 2 primeiple. Me
eult of peresomality hae mothered free disousciom even within the suling
party iteelf., The, bulk of tie members of the Congress party, who thimk
along liberal or Gamdhiam lines, hove beem intimidated into silenmce by a
few confueed Marxicts at the head of the party, In the absence of m
altemntive govermment, discontent har been funneled inereas into
Bed ohannels, aad the kind »f palarigation that took plage im inn in the
Y402 between the Kuominiing and the Commmmint party wae becoming
notlgeadble in the state of Kerala amd was in danger of developing «leewhere
Even 80, only the wildcet optimint could have foreseem the wmergenge of a
anjor political pirty shich advocaled rejeoting the emtire patterm of
;I md cconomic development that ha: been followed during the past
decade. Omly a jyear 1go, I g¢lfi tricd unsucoessfully to weld together
seyeyal of ¢ loeal groups ieh have now come together under the
umbrella of this new national party. How hi- this new party of /resdom
finally come ab ut?

0ddly, credii for lte emergence muet go to the Comgress par s
beamune of what Ls deceribed im India 1s the "Nagpur Lesolutiom® which
the Congress party adopted la t Japuary.

fhat rescluticn constitutes a three-pronged 1ttic: on the way of
1ife in the Indisn village. The flrst rrong of the attack ias the
impoaition of ceilinge onm 1and holdings whilch in practice would deprive
the farmer of all land that he might omm in excews of whit would bring
in on income »f Around 3,600 rupcea ($760) in the year. this meamre
wonld break the bick of the middle elaccen in the villages 'nd deprive
them of the capacity to withet'nd the inroads of govermmental muthority.

The second prong is the proposal which 1. euphemistically eoilled
"Joint cooperative farming.” Barring its name, it has nothing in common
with the prineciples of gepuine cooperaticpm as practleed in Demmark,
mgland and sther countries. 1t is im reality ap sitempt 2t intr ducing
ealleetive firming nf the Sovict=Chinese patterm through the poolimg of
lamd, the uprooting of boundarice and th# establishwent of big cooperntive
farms, Fven if this plam were brought about without coreciom 1t -I“{o
in present-day oonditioms in India, inevitibly mem mmigement by officlal
of the government md the re uetiom o the farmer to the ntatus of a
1amdless labourcr. Heedless of the leesoms of the failure of collective
famming in the Iron Curiain oountries amd the igmoramce of the the
magnificent achievements of small-scale peasmnt famming in Japam, fdme
giniaster Nehru ineiets that thie chinge would remlt in inereaved
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food production. Tt ie dlso eupposed to constitute a “higher way of life®

m;ﬁ:-lfmld method of 2 man wnd his family oultivating land which

= The third prong ie the attempt to establi
ml;mgo }n foolrgrﬂ.xg,rt;:pn t;:lm' “u‘dn -t;;::;::no l'wifr? 5
e farmer face ace with the
to him the price at which he must wsell hisg “:g::.olh b od i mni

It was this ill-conceived Nagpur Rerolution which acted as a
kplug to the politieal revolt., 'The urbam middle clase and the business
dse, helpless agalnest the hold of the Congrese party on rmural areas

have found a new ally. The reaction of landed peasants, who with their
famllies constitute at least 52%¢ of India'= population, has beem instimotive.
In a country where most peasants live in mud huts, om little more than a
plow, and, if they are lleky, a pair of bullocks, the plece ~f land that
they have is all they cam call thelr owm. When Prime ¥inister Nehru brushes
agide the plea for peasant propriectoship by pointing cut that most of the
peasants own mmall, fragmented farme and should therefore not objeet to the
poolong of their lande, it sounds to the peasant like asking a mother mot
to mind parting with her child beciuse it is only a tiny infant. fo it wams
not mrprising that the All India Agriculturists' Federation convened the
initiating meeiing at Madras on June 4 where the deeclislon to launch the
fwatantra Party was tiken. DPPofesvor N. G. Eanga, a leading spokemam aof
the Tndian peisantry, rcaigned his post as seeretary of the Congress party
in Parliament to beoome chalrman of the new party.

¥ven within the rinks of the Congreass party there is widespread
diequict over the Nagpur hesolutiom. Omly a few weeka buck, the Indian
precs publiched the giot of a letter written tp the Prime Minister by the
veterm Dr. Rajendra T'rasad, the President of the Hepublie, sunding a note
of wirning against a hasty amd doetrimaire approach to rural problems.

et Ferhaps the best parallelto the chariseter of the Pwitmtra party, in ¥

¥estern counirie is that provided by such a» the “mallholders' party
Mungiry. In the field of agriculture the pafamount need for imereased food
production is ~treseed, and it is felt that this is beat attained through
the relf-employed peasant proprictor who is interested in sbtaining the
highest yielde from hic lamd. Yhe peasamt farmer should % givem all
peychological amd material inducements fpw greater production without
disturbing the harmony or rurd 1life snd without affeeting ownership or
mapagenent. Among mch incentives would be a2 fair amd stable price, the
provision of credit and the supply of water, tools, seed md fertiliser,

In the field of industry, the cwatmntra party belleves in the incent-
ives for higher production iné edpansion that are iphcrent in enupe titive
enterprise, with neccesary safeguards agiinst momopoly. The party woald ¥
regtftat et te enterprize to the field of heavy industries, where ermenilal,
in order to supplement the motable achievements of vuch privite enterprise
asy for example, the giant Tat: Irom & “teel Compuny in Jw hedpury ad
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such national services as the riilwiys., The party has a clared
i 3

be in favour of 2 bakanced development o’ eapital goode unam-::‘u e
orgmised conrumer goods industries mad mural industries that afford
supplementary employment to the large mumber of unemployer and under—
-gl; egdpegpi:ﬂgn th;tlag.; The i;u&rcv ia opposed to the ot te entering

€ld o €. even ¢ cholee §
producer and the conoumer, e L L

Through such 2 positive policy, the Swatmira party bell
agricultural production cmm be set B ite feet 1 e'i'“th-nt ;::.hmntlo
mioeeesfully achieved in Japan =ince ¥orld war I:. Thus cmm be provided
® sound foundatiom om which the industrial structurc of the country oam be
reared, Vhile depreciting the poliey of a king the present gemeratiom to
tighten L{ts belt (whieh, in Imdia, it does not possess) for the sike of
gemerations unborh, the Switmtra pirty believes that the policies it »
sugge=ts would liberate the productive forces from the restrictive «ffeots
of bturemsuericy, so th'i 2 such quicker expapel n of industry md 4 more
rapid rise in the atindard of 1ife of the people o be brought abeut, fnlt
a: thiw was accompliche by the succesuful implementationm of Ir. ixhard’s
poliey of msclzl entcrprice in VWest Germamy. fuch 2 palicy would be in
consonince with the @stibliched Tngam principle that thorw who possesa
wealth should not run the goverament, while those who eontrol the amy
and poliec should mot be in contrel of agriculfure and industry. The
party's policy would nrevent the concentraticn of polidhonl md cemomio
power in a few hamds. The way ie thps opened far the building up of a
broad=basze: coalitiom of the petsintry 1n the villages mnd the niddle
olasses in the cities.

Two charges have be«n levied agilnmet the mew party by ite opponents.
he firaet is that it is a projection of the Enu.rc ta of big busineses and 1,
thercefore "reactionary®. 2inece this is Mr. “chru's main line of att.ck it
merite consideratiod. It ie undoubtedly true that the isplementation of th
party's program would bring the bucinescman the such needed relfef for
which he has been elamouring for the past few years. That doers not,
however, mean that the bueiness olavs will wholeheirtedly throw its weight
behind the Swatmnira party. 'The reasom for thie lles in the present
eontrolled economy where business fends to become the handuald of governmen
The =c¢lfish soramble for licenses and permits blunts the o picity of busine
to stand up for their wiy of life, Fear of the wrath of govermment agalmat
busineesmen who give po'itieal or fimamelal support to the mew mriy is
osnipresent. Thus, while some oourageous buaincrsmen will no doubt
gravitate to the Swatantra pwriy, it ie more tham likely that those busince
men who have hisherto distinguished themselves by lack of vielom and wupine
gititude to the govermment will comtimue %o he “ound om Nr. FNehm'e
"eoeinlist® abndwigom. The new party will therefare have to rely for its
sintwa on the small m=n's sapport.

mother 'rgument adv mced by the eritics of the Swatanira par is
that by dividing the democratie forees im the country, 1t may wncomscionaly

.help the Commumiet party. I believe thia fear is bave’ om 8 prof

miseonception of curreat politieal realities.
If today the mew pirty has come out im fromtal opposiidm to the
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nTni on of the day, it 1. beomise the policie of the Nehru '
ire in nany waye prep ring the ground for Comamunism, it ﬁ
11ty and making it l.ml.oﬁcﬂl! acceptable., -The Frime ¥inister of ten
d that he eecm no to objeet T in the ideology ~f Communimm bt
in ite methods of vislemce. In other worde, the Commmunist leopard ia
but withoui his epots, The moral barrier which Gandhl erce agiinet
#m has been lost im 4 fog of confusion. The econsmie policies of
I party, nd in particular the attempt at oolleotive £ "
w ¢ use of 2 phracse which the late Dgputy ¥rime Miﬁterm
11abhbhai Patel used im a differcnt context: these policier are in wome
waye "the sappers and miner of the Communist party,"

In the past few months, we in Tndia have seem Communist dmperialism
deotroy the frecdom of the unirmed and defemsclecs people of Tibet, Until
only recently the people of the state of Keral: were “itiling brively to
throw of ' the Communict yoke. Unfortunately, i1t seceme that mmy good men
in the Comgress party, who would reset violently at the dircet threat of
Communiat dkotatoehip, do mot mind veg much if the ‘podson 12 sdministered
to them in homeopithic doeseover a period of years. And certainly there is
1ittle merit in the suggestion that, im the face of the imability of € o
party members to 3seert themeclves, others should stmd by helplesnly am
wa this erosion of demcoracy for I=falr of splitting the n ommusint
vate.

The whole world, including the peoples im the irom Curt.inm countries,
iw moving wway from the shibboleths of ecollectiviem, The danger of India'a
being committed to outmoded dogmas which the rest of the world is discarding
et be combited, Ry rallying India ig.inst gommuniem ond cedugiing
publie opiniom about the moril gulf between Communiem and the frec way
of life¢, the mew party will eliminate the d mger of the current wmconscious
drift towsrd the precipfoc. 'The party's !'titement of Prineiples illows mo
eoexistence between it md the ideology of Communism, Wd the ieading
gpokcamens of the party hive a long record of struggle agrinst Comsuniet
totalit riamiem.

The main irchiteot of the party is India's e¢lder stite min, O.
Rajagopalachari, & former GovemoreGeneral and Home Minister in the Unlon
Government md more than omee the Ghief Minister of the #titeol Kadras.
The charge of lrresponsibility 1aid om him by the Prime uiniet-‘r «1tis oddly
on the shoulders of this 80=year old pisriarch, Ope of Gindhi'e truated
licutenante, and allied to him domestically by the marriage of Gindhile lu=.
with his dwmughtey,bhe has »:id thit Communiet is "Public inemy Number Cne.
The phrase has become famoue md ie mow part of the pirtyle credo.

Professor M. G. Hanga, the party's ch:irmun, carly learne the I 'ote
of life abtout Communiesm im the villiges of hie home atate in ndhra, _and
ha- increaced his mowlecge thr-ugh the ditter experiences of vush [riende
md assooiites ar Ferene Nagy of Hungary.

- ‘ - enap farmer
he party has the moral supporé of Jayapr kach Narayin, ,
acialist 11!':&9::' and now Vipoba Phave's chief licutenmnt in the #hoodam
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lmmd gift) cwpaign, Jayapraz. ok, though him €lf a b arty
= - s J €
L&uy. his welcomed the emcrgence ﬂf%e rwatimtra p]éi;‘i.?m'.f'ﬂ.

& 1te oppovition to the totalitiriam tremd 1inm c:nirilised planning
he describes am “orceping piralysie®. He 18 9lso heartened L the
® ageeptamce of the Gandhim way of :chieving sneiil ju tioe

theory of "trsuteeship® om the pairt of* those owning wcalth amd
privilege of any kind. OCurrently, Jx:prunuh, who three years ham
:#Hmiﬁ:.o ham;u{h of H::?Ol;; lgullu; . Indim government's ambivalent
€ war € garim revolutiom, is hard at
1-7?0! Tibetwm { rcedom. ; b B

i

 What are the pirty's proscpets? Here we ire in the sene
derables. The next general eleetions are scheduled torrr:h a;ri.:‘ af
and 3 great deal of water will flow dowm the G @ges betwecn now and

« The mind of Imdia le in fluxe NWo stitie or statistigal malynria
set om the Tigures of the last elections makes wmy «nse. The Indiap
‘voter ie, by md lirge, ‘m uncommitted voter, swayed by a multieiplity of

i

4 Mich pulls as religi'm, carte, regiom, ideclogy and the oult f peramality.

flun cm be mo quention that the Comgress pariy his had ites dyy 'md must
now be prepared for a cmtinuous decline in ite rrestige and popularity.
People are gei'ing bored with the old faces, the 0ld voloes md the old
slogeme. Ry 1962, it will bte "time for a change."

e queation is mow whether the Congress party will lose ground. It
wille The question is who will cecupy that ground = tie Communiste or the
Swatantra party? Te anewer o thie question will lie in the capuoity
showm by the new party to btwild what is mow a broad matinnal movement imto
an efficient machine, to camvert widespread btut nebulous sympithy inte
resources ind votea, My personal belief ie that, whether we win or lose the
next elections, our greatest serviee will lle in the faet that we will have
broken the "Qongress: or Communist™ stralt=jacket which limlted the Indiams'
ghnice. ind we will have prevented Indiam'e going 11:;::5 the Chinese path.
z:’)r every vote the Swatantra party tikes away fromtthe “ongreos pirty it will

ake away seores of potemtial votes from the Communiast party. A friend of
mine in Bombay told me Dout 2 year ago that 1t the mext clegtions he would
vote for the Commuriste, such ¢ he detested them, becmusze that was the omly
way to remove the "corrupt amd inmef iclent Nechru government." 1 pleaded
 with him that this would te a tragic mistake om his pari, but to mo purpose,
Last month the {irst dopation that came into the ' watntra party's offices
in Bombay wae from the ‘ame mm, who wrote that cnee igiim he o'uld sce a
bright future for India.

3 At the last ¢lectione the Indian who was not 2 sooialist= md there
were quite @ few milliom = wa: virtuslly diofrmchised. The cholce bhetween
the Congres= party, the ’rajs “ocialiat party, the Soclaliat piriy ind the
Communist pirty c:ndidites wa: for him little cholee indecd., It will now
be pos:ible for the counity amd the electorate to have vefore it a olear

il ternative.

v111 the w1t mtra party succeed in giving Indii, in course af time,
a govermment that will izplement its liberal policies? I dom't kmow. No
argmigation hie a guarantce of viesdry at ite birth, Indeed, mo worthwhile
empe would evew t ke shipe if ite spomsora awaite! such assuramce. mgu
spontaneous, grasseroots development must it the same time be m et of
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*PREEDOM PARTY' POUNDFR TRILS HOW IT WAS POIMED
AND WHAT IT OBJICTIVES ARE,

BY MINOO MASANI

In dugust in Bombay, India a new politieal pariy was borm. If
it were yet onc more pirty wedded to some kind of eceialism, that would
hairdly be news. What is intercating about the development is that the
pwatantra (Freedom) Party, which has come into esxictence under the
leadership of Flder taitesman C. Rajagopalachari, iea pledged to the
maintenimod of individual liberty, believes in peasmt proprietorship
on the 1amd nd people's enterprise in industiry, md is opposed fo
stiilem and the methodology of socidlism, That a broadebas@d politieal
pirty of thiz nature thould hive come forwird to guestion the v.ry
foundations on which the oeci2l md economic etructure of the 10-year
0ld Indisn recpublie has so far been reired consiliutes mothing short of
a revolution on the Indian politiesl sceme,

fhe birth of the Swatantra party marks, im @ way, the end of the
por t=indepcndence era which has been infused with the agltational
politieos of the struggle for natiomal frecdom. It may well mark the
beglnning of the funetloning of normal parlismentary demoaraay inm a
country whose freedom has beem well and fruly founded on the rock of a
demoeratic constitution and which mow turme to utilise that freedon for
the well-being and happimess of its people. Swatantra party leaders
claim that emergence of the party a= q =iga of the growing politieal
maturity of the Indian people.

fhe philosophy of the mew party, put in a mutshell, is that 1%
has fi4th in the people's ecapacity to c¢rve the country by serving
themsclves. The slogan under which Dr. Iudwig Irhard hw accompliihed

the nignificent postwar recovery of West Germany, rbet the wen and the mone

loone and they will mike the country -trong." atrl es a E-e-::pon-:ive
chord with the Switmntra party's members, 'he new party & members do mot
believe thit 1 collectiviged economy cam coexist for lomg with political
demneracy. One or the other must give way. Some medoure of sfate
enterprise nd regulation in the economic field the party gcepte an

4nevitable in the conditione of the 20th Century. But, when government

regulationm steps 20ro-a 2 ecrtain limit, it threatens the purpose for
which 1% L= invoked. 'The new party stande for the "defemse 0f iuIm and
foamily.” It rejecte materialism md recalls the sires which Gwmdhi
1aid om moral vilues. L1t rejecte the Talee dichotomy of hrfld versus
freedom, In its view, bread can be ichieved ofly with md through

freedom. Abraham Lincoln'® adage th:t "the legitimate object o government
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is 'to do for the people what meeds to be dome, but which annn
individual effort, do ataall, or do so well, for m..m.ﬁﬁ’.ﬁ. qu:'h?
in one of the keynote speeches at the B“ha founding conventiom beamse
!g.zau the gelevamee to the problems of India a gentury after Lineoln's

-

The new party has decided to limit its opposition to
economic sphere and has not so far developed a Huk on Iorem ;:ﬁ:;
or op the linguieite and other local prodlems which abound in different
parde of India. ‘'he sponsors fe.l that the politieal parties ofinday,
whether in India or elsewhere, oftem tend to liy down "the party line®
on almost every arpect of 1ife, mad they accordingly believe that the
Swatantra party might well st an example of limiting its area of
agreement and discipline and leaving ite iddividual members free fto expres
ﬂltet? owa points of view on many of these larues outside the party
platform.

For a decade now Prime Minieter Nehru, with his quaint biknd of
Soviet-style ecohomic planning and British-model parliamentary democracy,
haé dominated the Indian intellectual sceme. A faint challenge from an
isolated pocket here and there is all he has had to encounter. The
fundamental thinking on which the Nehru govermment's coonomiec measures
have been “assd ie that, in an underdevcloped country cuch as India'e,

A departurc¢ Trom the mormal functioning of economic laws beecomem neoessar;
if the high expectation: of material improvement ralee! in the minds of
newly independent pecople are mot to turm eour. So, the argument goes, th
building up of heavy indusiry must, contriry io the normal sequence,
precede consumer goods industries. The government has %o play a
partieularly active role, both in establishing capital goode indu:trien,
guch as stecl and huge river-valley projects, and in regulsting the entir
functioning of economiec life, whether im indu-try or agriculture. Like
Rusia and China, though without politicil dictatorship, India would pull
1todlf up by ite bootstraps, performing im a <hort span of time what
might otherwise take gemerations to accomplish. There can be mo questioz
thaty during the firet decade of independence, a large part of the Indisy
intelligentsia followed Mr, Nehrg in this line of thought.

Under the surf ce, however, seccond thoughts have beem developing
and discontent with the "socialist pattern" hap been building up during
the lart few years, Te middle cl2zves have found themielves bﬂ':f
ground down slcwly by the inevitable comsequences of exceselvely high
taxation and the inflatiom $hat wae slowly erceping over them, fThe
consumer was made to pay more for the necessitiesn of life through
successive impoeitions of heavy exolse dutiee. The inveator was being
taxed out of his investable surplus. The entrepencur was belng harried
by bureaucratic regulation and interferenge. A busineseman rcsponding t
the government's eall to undertake the manufacture of some scarce materd
or ome for which there is am export mapket found that he had io trudge

L)



.I,I.

the dusty corridors of the New Yelhi secretariat, moving from offi

u:l'ﬂut{n 2 mever-ending attempt to obtaim the various licem cs t:: ;:mu.
Mose already im the field of mamificture hive beem kmown to =pend several
days every month in flying up$to Delhi to mewer queries or remove mne
road bhoock in the way of obtaining the necessary facilities. New
consiraints om the people’': emterprise were being systematlosally imposed
and Justified by reference to the socialist dootrine. Fear, heeit

mmd uncert:inty as to what the govermment would do mext have become a
feature of economie life.

On the politieal plame, the evils of interferemee by politicml
bosses in the admipistration of the eoumtry wmd the precsure they brought
to bear on officials have been causing demoral¥gation among uirﬂ servmie
md destroying public confidemce in the govermment of the day. Inter—
ference on ideological grounds han been elewated into a principles The
cult of personality has smothered free discuseion evem within the duling
party iteelf. 'Te,bulk of tie members of the Gonﬁreau party, who think
along liberal or Gandhiam lines, have bLeem intimidated into silence by a
few confused Marxicsts at the head of the party. In the absence of m
alternative government, discontent has been funneled inoreasingly into
Red chamnels, and the kind of polarigatiom that took place in ina in the
'40's between the Kuominting and the Commumist party wae becoming
noticeable in the atate of Kerala and was in danger of developing elsewhere
Even so, only the wildest optimist could have foreseem the emergenge of a
major political pariy which advocated rejecting the entire pattern of
planning and economlc development that has been followed during the past
decade. Omly a year ago, I mysell iried umsuccessfully to weld togeiher
severdl of the loeal groups which have now come together under the
umbrellia of thie new mational party. How hao thie new party of freedom
finally come about?

0ddly, credit for its emergence muet go to the Comgres« party,
becmune of what iz deseribed in India as the "Nagpur Hepolution® which
the Congress party adopted la-t January.

That resolution constitutes 2 three-pronged ~ttuck on the way of
1ife in the Indian village. The firet prong of the attack is the
imposition of ceilinge om 1land holdings which in practice would deprive
the farmer of all land that he might own in excess of whit would bring
in an income of around 3,600 rupces ($760) in the year. ‘This meamre
would break the bick of the middle classes in the villages "nd deprive
them of the capacity to withetwnd the inroade of governmental suthority.

The second prong ie the proposal which i: euphemietlcally oilled
"joint cooperative farming.* Barring ites mame, it has nothing common
with the principles of gemuine cooperaiion as practiced in Demmark,
Fngland and other countries. It is im reality an awttempt at introduc
collective firming of the Soviet-Chinese pattern through the pooking o
land, the uprooting of boundaries and th@ establli chment of big cooperativi
farms. Zven if this plam were brought about without coreocion it must, i
in present-day conditions in India, inevitably mesn mamagement by offiolw
of the government md the re wotion of the farmer to the rstatus of a
landless labourer. Heedless of the lessoms of the failure of collective
faming in the Irom Curtain countries amd the igmorance of the the >
magnifieent achievements of small-scale pgasant farming in Japam, Frame
Winister Nehrn insists that this change would result in inereased
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food production. It ise also supposed to comstitute a "higher way of life®

than the age-old method of a man and
Fo ey his family cultivating land which

The third prong is the attempt to establish a mtat m
wholeeale trade in foo# grains, thereby eliminating thm':nd:ngog.:::“m
and leaving the farmer face to face with the monopoly, which can dictate
to him the price at which he must sell his produce.

It was thie ill-conceived Nagpur Reeolution which acted as a
sparkplug to the political revolt. 'he urban middle class and the business
eclass, helpless against the hold of the Congress party om mral areas,
have found a new ally. 'he reaction of landed peasants, who with their
families constitute at least 52% of India's population, has been instinotive.
In a country where most peasants live im mud huts, omn little more tham a
pllow, and, if they are lucky, a pair of bullocks, the plece of land that
they have is all they cam call their own. When Prime Minister Nehru brushes
acside the plea for peasant proprietoship pointing out that most of the
peasants own small, fragmented farms amd should therefore not objeect to the
poolong of their lands, it soundes to the peasant like asking a mother not
to mind parting with her child because it is only a tiny infant. So it was
not surprising that the All India Agriculturists' Federation convened the
initiating meetiing at Madras on June 4 where the decislon to launch the
Swatantra Farty was tiken. Ppofessor N. G. Ranga, a leadlng spokesmam of
the Tndian peasantry, resigned his post as secretary of the Congress party
in Parliament to become chairman of the mew pariy.

Even within the rinks of the Congress party there is widespread
disquiet over the Nagpur Reeolution. Only a few weeks back, the Indiam
precs published the giet of a letter written %o the Prime Minister by the
veteran Dr. Rajendra Prasad, the President of the Republic, svunding a note
of warning against a hasty and doctrinaire approach to rural problems.

Perhaps the best parallelto the charicter of the Swatantra party, im ¥
Western countrie: is that provided by such as the Smalliholders' party in
Hungiry. In the field of agriculture ihe pafamount need for increased food
production is -tressed, apmd it is felt that this $s best atiained through
the self-employed peasant proprietor who is interested in obtaining the
highest yields from his lamd. ‘'he peasant farmer should be given all
psychological amd material inducements fom greater production without
disturbing the harmomy or ruril life and without affecting ownership or
management. Among such incentives would be a fiir and atable price, the
provision of credit and the supply of water, toole, geed and fertiliger.

In the field of industry, the Swatantra party believes in the incent-
ives for higher produection m?etpanaion that are inherent in ﬁonpetit%vdo g
enterprise, with necessary safeguards agiinst momopoly. The party wou
restrict stite enterprise to the field of heavy industries, where ““:ue
in order to supplement the motable achievements of =uch private m'ﬂ':gd
asy for example, the giant Tata Irom & Steel Company in Jaim Badpur,
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such national services a= the railwiys, ‘The party has dcclared itself
be in favour of a baBanced development o’ onpitn?guods uaum-u:,'u h
orgmieed consumer good: industries mnd fural industries that affora
supplementary employment to the large number of unemploye: and under=
employed people om the land, The party is opposed to the atite entering
the field of trade. It belleves infree choice for the investor, the
producer and the concumer.

Through such a positive policy, the Swatuntra party believee that
agricultural production cam be set on ite feet the wgy thit has been so
succeesfully achieved in Japan since World War I. Thue can be provided
a sound foundation on which the induetrial structure of the country cam be
rearcd. Vhile deprecating the policy of a-king the present generation to
tighten ite belt fﬁhie‘b, in India, it does mot poesess) for the sake of
generitions unborh, the Swatintra party believes that the policies 1t =
sugge=te would liberate the productive forces from the reatrictive effeats
of bureaucriacy, so thit a much quicker expansi-m of industry md a more
rapid riee in the standard of life of the people cin be brought about, Juet
as thiw was accomplieshe by the successful implementation of Dr. Lrhard's
policy of soclal enterprise in West Germamy. BSuch 21 policy would be im
conecpance with the @stabliched Indiam principle that thosw who possess
wealth should not run the government, while those who ocontrol the
and poliec should not be in control of agriculture and industry. The
party's policy would prevent the concentraticm of poliddeal md ecomomic
power in a few hands. The way is thps opened for the bullding up of a
broad=bace’ ¢ralition of the peisintry im the villages and the middle
¢lasses in “he cities.

Two charges= have be«n levied agiin st the new party by its opponents.
The first is that it ia a projection of the ﬁntcre t6 of big Wieineses and is
therefore "reactionary™. Since this is Mr. “ehru's main line of att.ok it
merite conelideratioh. It is undoubtedly true that the lmplementation of the
party's program would bring the businessman the much needed reltef for
which he has been elamouring for the past few years. That does not,
however, mean that the bueiness clase will wholeheirtedly throw its weight
behind the Swatsntra party. ‘The reason for this lies in the present
controlled ecomomy where tueiness temds to become the hmdmaid of government
The elfish seramble for licenses and permite blunts the cipacity of busines
to etand up for their way of life. TFear of the wrath of govermment agalnet
businessmen who give politieal or fimameial support to the new mriy 1s
omnipresent. Thus, while some ecourageous businessmen will mo doubt
gravitate to the Swatantra party, it ie more than likely that those bueinces
men who have hitherto distinguished themselves by lack of vision :ld supine
gttitude to the government will continue to be found om Mr. Nehra's
Weoginlist® abndwigom. e mew party will therefore have to rely for its

ginewe on the emall mam'e support.

ie
inother irgument adv mced by the eritiecs of the Swatanira par
that by dividing the democratie forces im the country, it miy Mgm"xm
help the Communist party. I believe this fear ig bases on & pro oun
misconception of curremt political realities.

If today the new party has come out im fromtal oppositiga o the
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overnment of the day, 1t i: beoause the polieie: of the Nehru governmen
 in many waye prep ‘ring the ground for Communiem, giving it re ““L

ty and making it ideologioally acceptable. -The Prime Minister hae often
that he sees nothing to object fo in the ideology of Communism but
ly in 1ts methode of violemce. Im other word=, the Communist leopard is
)od, but without his epotm. The moral barrier which Gandhi erco against

iem has been lost im a fog of confusion, Te econsmic polieles of

the ruling party, and in particular the attempt at eollective © A
Justify the use of = phrace which the late Deputy Prime Iini.ntu‘-ra-::iu
Vallabhbhai Patel used in a different context: eee policies are ln some
wiye "the sappers and ainer of the Communist party."

In the past few monthe, we in India have seen Communiet eria
destroy the frecdom of the unarmed and defenscless people of H.hiﬁ.ullﬂt-l
only recently the people of the state of Kerala were battling brively to
throw off the Communist yoke. Unfortunately, it seems that mamy good men
in the Congress party, who would reaet violemtly at the direet threat of
Communist dketatoship, do not mind very much if the pokson is idministered
%o them in homeopithic doeseover a period of years, And certainly there is
little merit in the suggestion that, in the face of the imability of Congress
party membere to assert themselves, others should stmd by helslcsnly and
wu:uh this erosion of democracy for fear of splitting the non=-Communist
vote.

The whole world, including the peoples im the irom Curt:in countries,
iw moving #way from the shibboleths of eollectiviem. The danger of India'a
being commitied to ouftmoded Yogmas which the reat of the world is digearding
must be combited. By rallying India i1g.inet Gommuniem and by educating
publie opiniom about the moral gulf bvetween Communism and the freg way
of 1ife, the mew party will eliminate the damger of the current dnconscious
drift toward the precipfee. 'The party'e _titement of Principles «llow: mo
goexistence between it and the ideology of Communism, =md the kea
gpokesmen of the party have a long record of struggle agiinet Communiet
totalit:bianiem.

the main architect of the party is India'e elder ztite man, O.
Rajagopalachari, a former GovermoreGeneral and Home Minister in the Unlon
Government and more than omee the Ghief Minister of the etateof Kadras,
The charge of lrresponsibility laid on him by the Prime Nin lm't.u.;r rite oddly
on the shoulder: of this 80-year old pitriarch. One of Gundhi's trusted
1ieutenants, and allied to him domestically by the marriage of Gindhi's loI.I
with his dmghtey,khe has =.1d that Communist {s "Public Imemy Number Ome.
The phrase has become famoug md ie now part of the partyls credo.

frofessor K. G. Ranga, the party'e ch:irmam, early learne the { iots
of 1life atout Communism in the villiges of hie home state im indhra, In:‘
has: increased his kmowledge through the bltier experiences of vuch friends
and associites ac Fereme Nagy of Hungary.

£ er
he party has the moral suppors of Jayaprikach Narayan, ‘orm
oclalist 151&0.{- and now Vinoba Bhave's chief Jicutenint in the Bhosdm
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(land gift) campaign. Jayiprak.sh, though himself a believer
L8 in arty
demooracy, his welcomed the emecrgemce of he Swatantra p iy hﬂﬂ.;:‘gl
supporie ite oppositiom to the totalitiriam tremd ip centrlized plann
{di.ah'he describes a8 "erecping paralysis®. He is also heartened the
ms aceeptance of the Gandhim way of ichieving =ocial ju tice

eory of "trsuteeship® on the part of thoce owning wcalth and :Eg.
privilege of any kind. Ourrently, Jayaprakash, who three years back
raised the bammer of revolt against Indian govermment's ambivalent

attitude toward the Fungari m revolutiom, is hard at work to k 1
ismie of Tibetan f reedom. " - . Shaifsn s . -

Vhat are the party's prosepcts? Here we are in the presenoe of

onderasbles, The next general elections are scheduled for the cpring of
1962 and a great deal of water will flow down the G mges between now and
then. The mind of India is in flux. No static or statiastlesl amalysis
based on the figures of the last elections makee any eemse. The Indian
voter is, by and large, 'm uncommitted voter, ewayed by a multiciplity of
such pulls as religiom, ecacte, regiom, ideology anmd the cult of persamality.
There can be no question that the Comgress pariy has had ite day nnd must
now be prepared for a cmtinuous decline in ite prestige amnd popularity.
People are get'ing bored with the old £faces, the old volees md the old
slogane. By 1962, it will be "time for a change."

The question is mow whether the Congress party will loee ground. It
will. Te question is who will oecupy that ground - tie¢ Communiete or the
Swatantra party? The amewer to thies gquestiom will lie in the capiocity
shown by the mew party to build what is mow a broad pmatlonal movement into
an efficient machine, to cmvert widespread but mebulcus sympathy into
resourcee dnd votea, MWy personal belief ie that, whether we win ar lose the
next eleetions, our greatest service will lie im the fact that we will have
broken the "Congress or Communist® stralt-jacket which limlted the Indians’
choice, And we will have prevented Indian's going alﬁnE the Chinese path,
For every vote the Swatantra party takes away fromtthe
take away scores of potential votes from the Communist party. A friend of
mine in Bombay told me @out 2 year ago that at the mext eleciions he would
vote for the Communiste, much 2s he detested them, because that was the only
way to remove the "corrupt and inefiiclent Nehru government." I pleaded
with him that this would be a tragic mistake on his pirt, but to mo purpose.
Last month the first donation that came into the Swatntra party s offices
in Bombay was from the »ame min, who wrote that once 2g'im he could see a
bright future for Imdia,.

At the last electlone the Indiam who was not & socialist~ ind there
were quite 2 few million - was virtually disframchised. The cholce between
the Congres: party, the Praja Socialist party, the Socialiet party apd the
Communist party cindidates waz far him little choice indecd. It will now
be pos.ible for the count#y amd the electorate to have before it a glear
al ternatlive.

7111 the Swatintra party sueceed in giving India, in course of time,
a government that will implement i%ts liberal policies? 1 don't know. ':10
organization his a2 guaranice of viesdry at ite hir*_.h. Indeed, no 'lormthuh
cmuee would evee tike shape if 1ts spomeors awaited c«uch n.---vurﬂnut-t o 311
spontaneous, grass-roots development must at the same¢ time be an 90
md an 2ot of faith. 4

ongress party it will
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: *FRYEDON PARTY® POUNDIR TV HOW 1T vA® PORMED
WD YEAT IT ORJIOUIVIC 2

BY NMINDO NMASANI

In Auguet in Bombay, India a new politieal pa wis borm
it were yet one more pirty wedded to come kind of n:gu thl; xld
hirdly be ncwse Vhat i Intercrting about the development i» that the
fwatmtra (Preedom) Party, which har come into existence under the
leadership of Flder 'titesmam C, Rajagopalachari, i pledged to the
msintenano® of individusl liberty, belleves in peasmt proprictorship
on thc 1and @md pecple's enterprise in induotry, md ie opponed to
stitism and the methodology, of moeialismm. Tt a brosdebas@d politiesl
party of dilc niture ‘hould hive come forwird to questiom the w
foundstione on which the oeial md cconomic strucBure of the 10=yoar
o0ld Indiam republie has =0 far bcem reired conciitutes nothing short of
a revolution on the Indiam politieid :ceme,

The birth of the ‘watantra party mirks, in * way, te cnd of the
port=independence cra which hias beon infused with the sgltitiomal
polities of the otruggle for national frevdom. It may well mork the
beginning of the funeticaing of nomil pirlimmentary democoricy in a
country whose f-cedom hie been well amd truly founded on the roek of a
demoeratic constitution and which mow tumms to utilise that freedom for
the wellebeing md happlmess of its people, OSwatmmira party leideras
claim thit emergence of the party ar q sign of the growing politieal
maturity of the Indian people.

The philosophy of the mew party, put in a putshell, is that it
hae fidth in the people's capacity to .erve the c-.untr; by #erving
themoclves. The slogan under which Tr. Iudwig [ rhird ha sccompll hed
the mignificent postwar recovery of Veot Germmy, "Fet the nen and the mop
1oose snd they will mu¢ the country tromg." atri ¢s 2 recpanddve
chord with the 'wrtmtra party's memberr., The new party’ - sembers do mot
bellieve thit 1 ecollectiviged ceoomomy oam coexist for lLomg u!‘._'.h politiond
dem-oracy. One or the other mu t give waye. (ome meamre of state
enterprine md regulation im the ceonomic fleld the pary gceptn o
imevi tiblc in the eomdition: of the 20th Cemtury. Dut, when govormment
regulation steps tero-s 1 ccrtain limit, it threatemp the purpa-e for
which |t 1+ invokeds 1The mew party otmde for the "gelcnne of fum am
family.” It rejects materisliem md recills the sirge ﬂwh'uh 6 ndhi
1aid om moral vilues. 1t rejeeta the false dichatﬂho‘ hred vermue
free om. 1In ite wview, bread ean be ach eved ofly with md thr-ugh
frecdome Abraham lincoln'® adage thit "the legitimite objees of gOVErEAE
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s *t0 do for the people what neede o be dmc ¥
Eﬂﬂdﬂu effort, do ataall, or do well, r&:mmn”r '

in onc of the keymote rpeeches 1t the Nombay founding oonventlom beomse
it ban the rélevamee to the probleme of nﬂu % century after Tineolm'
e, :

Te new party has decided to limit 1ts oppoeition to eocio=

ecomomic sphere and has not eo far developed 2 plmk on toreh poliey
or of the limguirite and other loeal probiems which aboumd in Aifferent P
parsgs of India. The cponror= fe-1 thit the political narties ol nday
whether in Indla or claewhere, oftem tend to 1iy down "the party linen
on 3lmost every a peot of life, mnd they accordingly %“elieve that the
Swatmira party might well ot an exmmple of liciting ite area of '
. iment and diselpline and leaving ite igdividual members free to expres

€1® owa points of vicw on many of these ilemaes outelde the party
pl'l't.fotl.

For a decade mow Prime Minister Nehru, with hie quaint dblind of
‘ovictestyle ccomomic plamning mnd Britishemodel parlismentary democraocy,
hag dominited the Indiam intellectunl sceme. A faint challenge from an
isolated pooket here and therc is all he has had 1o encounter. The
fundamental thinking on which the Nechru govirmment's cconomie measures
have becn bhscd i¢ that, in an underdeviloped country such ar Tndia'e, |
a dep wiure from the mormal funetioning of economie Ilaws begosies Bcogesar |
if the high expectations of material improvement raiesed in the ninde of !
newly indcpendent pcople are mnt to turm sour. ‘o, the arguoont goes, th
building up of heavy indu try muet, comtriry to the normal sequenoe,
precede consumer goods industries. The govermment has %o pli{nl
partieularly active role, both in c+«tibliishing cipital goods industrice,
such as stecl 2nd huge riverevilley projects, and im reguliting the emtir
functioning of eooncmie life, whether in indu try or agrioulture., lLike
mus-dia am¢ China, though without politicil dictatorship, Indis would pull
1t04lf up by 1t= bootstraps, pcrforming im 3 short spam of tims whit
might otherwlae tike gemeraiome o sccomplich. There can be mo cuestiod
thaty during the fipet decade of independemce, 2 large part of the Indim
intelligentaia followed Mr, Nehrp in this 1lime of thought.

Under the rurf ee, however, =scecond thoughte have been developing
md dlecontent with the "eoeialist pattern™ has been building up during
the la't few years., The middle clnco ee have found themoelves be
ground dowvn =1owly by the imevitable cimscquemccs of excearlvely gh
taxation and the inflation ghat was slowly erceping owr them, e
con=umer wa: zide in pay more for the mecearities of 1ife throush
‘uceessive impoeitions of heavy exciee.dutice. The investor was being
tixed nut of hi- invertable surplus. The entrepencur wis being hlr‘riol‘
by burcaucratie regulation md interference, A usinereman nwﬂ%‘lr‘
the goverament's eall to undertake the mipuiagiure of come poarcoe mater
or ome Tor wh ch there is an export mapket foumd that he had o trudge
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a attempt to obtaim the varlous licemoes and permd

enr::.&nu of the New “elhi scerctirist, moving from office to
in the field of mamfieture hive becn knowm 1o spend severa ;

T

8 every month in flying upSto Delhi to mewer queries or e move mme
~ rToad in the way of obtilning the mecessiry facilities. Newm R
eansirainte om the people’: emterprise were being ry-tematlieally imposed
and Justified by referemce to the cocialist doctrine. Fear, he i taney
mé uncertinty ss to what the government woul@ do mcxt have become &
feature of economie life, '

On the politien]l plame, the evils of imterferemee by polltical
bossee in the adminiotriilon of the eountry wnd the pressare they brought
to bvear om offigialy hive been causing demoral¥sation -:-g ai servate
md destroying publie confidemece im the govermment of the day, Inter-
ference on ldeological grounds har beem elewated into l.-!rudﬁ.. The

A eult of pervomality has smothered free disoussiom even within the muling

: party iteelf. The bulk of tie members »f the Comgress party, who thimk

along liberal or Gamdhiam linees, have been intimidated into ollence Wy a
. few confuesed Harxists at the head of the party. In the asbecnoe of m
alternative govirament, diccontent has beem funneled inoreasingly inte
Red channels, apd ihe kind of polarigatiom that took plage inm ina in the
"40* 2 betweem the Kuominting and the Commumist party was be
notleeable in the etate of Kerala and wae ipn dapger of developing cleewhere,
Fven so, only the wildost optimieti could have forescen the emergenge of a
major politieal pirty which advooated rejeoting the emtirc pattemn of
plonning mnd economic development that ha. beem followed during the past
decade. UBLYy B8 year igo, 1 myself triecd umsmccescimlly to weld toge ther
seyerdl O0f the 1oeil groups which have mow come together under the
umbrella of this new patiomal party. How hi: this Bew party of {reedom
finally ocome ab ut?

0ddly, ercdit for ltes cmergence muet go to the Comgress party,
becmune of whit is devcriber in India as the "Nagpur Hesolution® which
the Congrees party adopted la-t Jamuary.

hat resoluticm com~titutes 2 threeepronged 2ttneh on the way of
1ife in the Tndisn village. The first rong of the attagk 1ls the
impoeition of cellinge om lund holdings which in practice would deprive
the farmer of all 1land that he sight omn in excess of whit would bring
in an income »f ir-und 3,600 rupces ($760) ia the yeir. this meamre
would break the bick of the middle cla.ses in the villages 'md deprive
them of the capacity to withstind the inroads of governmmental mthority.

The =ceond prong is the proposal shich 1. mphﬂietianll.{‘o 1led
"3oint cooperative farming.” Barring its pase, it has nothing common
with the principles of genuime cooperaiion @s practiced inm Demmark,
Ingland and other countries. 1t i in reality ap wtempt a3 nru"ho!.:’
eollective frming of the Soviet=Chimese pattirm through the pooling
1md, the uprooting of boundiriece md th# establlshment of big cooperative
farms. Fven if this plam were brought about without coreciom it -o'tl o
in present-dsy conditioms in India, inevitably mess mmigement by of.

of the government wmé the re uotion o the farmer to the s$atas of 'u.
1apdlers labourer. Heedless of the lessons of the fallure of collective
faming in the Irom Curtain oruntries mnd the igmoramce of the ..?:l
magnificent achlievements of small-ccale pgasant farming in J’lr:i me
¥Miniet:r Wehru insists that this chamge would rewult in inores
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food produetion. Tt 1 also cupposed to comstitute a "higher way of 1ife"

1" n'.uu ige=old method of 2 mam wd his family cultivating 1ond which

The third prong is the attempt to establish a

maeeals eruse 1n o6 grune, ety Hindawcdag ooual o aitry
e € € ace

% him the price at which he muet sell his 91:2231’. b o

It was thic il1l-conceived Nagpur Resolution which acted am a

zu-k;lu to the politieal revolt, fThe urbam middle clase and the business

asgy helpless againet the hold of the Comgreee party om mural irea
have found a new ally. The reactiom of landed peasmts, who with their
famdlies constitute at least 52¢ of India's population, has been instinctive.
In a emmtr{ where most pearants live in mud huts, om little more tham a
plow, and, if they arc leky, a pair of bulloeks, the nicce of land that
they have is all they cm call their own. Vhen Trime Einioter Nehru brushees
Avide the plea for pc2eant proprictoship by pointing out that most of the
peasante omn =mall, fragmented farms and should therefore mot objeet to the
poolong of their lapds, 1t sounds to the peasant like asking 2 mother not
to mind parting with her child becwse it is only a tiny inf@mt. S0 it was
not wmrpri-ing that the All Tndia Agriecu! turists' Federatiom convened the
initiating meeting at Madras on June 4 where the deoision to launch the
fwatmtra Party was tiken. TPofesior N. G. Emga, a leading epokesmmn dof
the Tndiam pevsmtry, resigned hies post as seerctiry of the Congresas party
in Parliapent to become chiirman of the new party.

Iven 'wiihin the rmke of the Congress party there ie wildesprend
diequiet over the Nagpur Sesolutiom. Omly 2 few weeks baok, the Indimn
pre o published the girt of 2 letter written fp the Prime Ninistcr by the
veterm Dr. Rajendra I'r@sad, the ‘rezidemt of e Hepublic, sunding a mote
of wiuning against a hasty and doetrinasire arproach to rural problems,

Perhaps the best pardallelto the charioter of the Iwitanira put{; in @
feeterm countrie is that provided by suech as the ‘malliholders' party
Burg:ry. In the fie¢ld of agricuiture the paramount Beed for increaced food
production is tressed, and it iy felt that thie 1s best attained through
the -elf-cmployed peasant proprictor who is interezted in sbinining the
highest yiclde from hie land. the peasant firmer should '« given all
prychological umd material inducements for greater production without
di”turbing the harmomy or rurd life wnd without affecting ~ape rehip op
pmagement. Among wuch incentives would be 2 fair and otiblc price, the
provision of credit apnd the sapply of water, Wols, seed apd fertiliser.

In the field of industry, the Jwatmira party believea in the incent-
ives for higher production 'nd edpamsion that are imherent in Sompe t1tive
entcrprise, with meces:dry safeguards ag:imst monovoly. The z:rt,r would
restrtet st tc emtorprisc to the field of heavy industries, where !!ltlud.
in order to supplement the motable achievements of such privite enicrprice
acy for exsmple, the gimat Tata Irom & ©teel Compiny in Jim hedpur,
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-’. e 'm its velt (whick, im Indla, g dren nﬂ‘pomm for
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AR favour of 4 balamced development o o ualmu ot
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field of trade. 1t belicven imfrce ﬂ:-:im ;;: & ._._ )
otucer and the comouncr. L2y |

such 2 pasitive

. poli the fwatmtra pay nm
- Agricultural production cm be set 2'"- feet a In"' ‘ll.l':t has b
- muocesafully achieved in Japam #ince Porld War I:. Thus om be prov
- A sound foundatiom cn which the industrial structurc of the

gemeration: unborh, the “witmtra pirty belleves that the policles 1
r#te would Yberate the pmdunl'r:,fmu from the rectrietive «f
of burcauericy, =0 thii a much quicker expanei @ of industry md % more
“rapld riece in the stmdird of life of the people ¢ be L t about, 1
ac thiw was accomplishe by the succesoful implememtation of Ir. irhard'a
policy of eoclal emterprise in West Germmy. ‘uch 2 policy would be 8
eonsopimce with the @st:blished Indlap principle that those who possess
wealth ¢hould not run the government, while those who eontrol the ammy \ 5
md poliee chould mot e in control of agriculturce amd industiy. The W
party's policy would rrevent the congcemtratiom of poligheddl méd comomia ¢
wer in a few hmde. %he wiy ie thge opened for the bullding of a !
fAd=bare: ooalltion of the pewmntry in the villagee and the middle
glances in the cities.

Two charges have be.m levied against the mew rarty by 1ts opponents.
fhe first &5 that it e 2 projection of the intere tn of big tueiness and i .
therefore "reagtiopnary®. oinec thie is Mr. “chru'e main Tine of att.ck 48
merite consideratiofe It i# undoubtecly true thit the fuplementation of the
party's program would bring the burilnecwman the such needed relgef for
which he has been clamsuring for the past few {e arse ‘That doe= mot, 4
however, medn that the bueiness clacs will wholecheirtedly throw ita weight |
behind the Switantira party. The reseom for this iles in the present
controlled economy whire ginems tendr to beeome the hwndnald of governmment.
The relfiech seramble for llgenses and permita blunts the opaeily of businesm
to stand up for their wiy of life. Fear of the wrath of government th-t
businesemen who give po itieal or fimwmeial support to the pew Mmriy is
opmniprecent. 7Thus, while some eourageous buzinceemen will mo doubt :
gravitate 4 the Swatmtra pawty, it is more tham likely that those w
men who have hi<herto distingui hed thesselves by lack of vielon mmd :
gqttitude to the govermment will contipmue to be found om Mr. Benru'e kY
Mesei1list® abndwigom. The mew pariy will therefore have to rely for its
zin:we on the =mall man's support.

tnother rgument adv mced bty the erities of the ‘“watmirs pry
trat by dividing ihe democratic forces im the country, it maclow
- help the Communist party. I believe this fear is baser ™ ralol
misocpnecption of curremt politieal reilitiess ¢ k.'

. b . 5 .
If today the mew pirty has come cut in fromtal opposd then “‘? J
> - : R L e
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Tmment of the dayy 1t 1. beomuse the policie: of the Nehru govermmnt
Ly wwrvm'ﬂ-mm:um'ﬂ. it respeotabi-
§ W making 1% 1deologioally aeceptable. ~Me Prime Minister has oftem
- that be cecr nothing to objeet $o in the ideology ~f Commumism but
1y in ite methods of violemec. Im ather words, the Commmnist ard ia
d, Wt without his spots. The moral barrier whic: Gandhl agiinat
: iniem ha- beem lost im a fog of oonfusion. ‘he econ-mie policlem of
el ul party, md in particular the attempt at oollentive ¢
1 e une of 2 phrace which the late DmE Trime Winleoter
bhai Patel uscd im a different contexts there policies are in some
waye "the sappers and miner of the Communint party.®

In the past few momthe, we in India have seen Communint eria
destroy the freedom of the unsrmed and defemscle-s people of n,i:-’i, :huu,-j_
only reoemtly the people of the state of Keral: were battling brively to
row of f the Comeunict yoke, Unfortunately, it seems that nany .mlli nep
in the Comgress party, who would reaet violenmtly at the direct threat of
Comrmunint déetatoship, do not mind vcg wuch if the pokson i¢ 1dminietered
to them in homeopithic doeseover 2 period of years, And certainly there is
1ittle merit in the suggertion that, in the face of the inabllity of an
party members to a2ueert themaelvesy, others ch uld ntind by helplenely an
‘lﬁ:ﬁ this erosiom of demneracy fory fear of splitting the n ommar { ot
vote.

e whole world, ineiuding the peoplee in the Lrom Curt in countries,
iw moving 'way from the shibvolcths of collectiviem. Jthe dunger of India‘s
being committed to outmoded dogmie which the rest of thd world ic disoarding
maet be combited. By rillying India sg.ineot gommuniem apd educ:ting
publie opiniomn about the moril gulf bvetween Communism amd the froee way
of 11fe, the new party will ell ate the dupger of the current d@comccious
drift toward the precipfce. The party's _titement of Principlea sllow: mo
coexiotence hetween 1t md the ideology of Communiem, wmd the leldlnf
spokeimen of the party hive a long record of struggle agiingt Communiet
totallt riani=a. _

tThe main irchiteot of the party i» India's elder diite mim, C»
Rajagopalachari, 1 former GovermoreGeneral and Home Minister in the Uniom
Government nd more than onge the (hief Minister of the wtrtcof Kadras,
The charge of irrespomsibility 1aid om him by the Prime Miplater site addly
om thc shoulder: of thim 80-year old pitrisrch, Ome of Guadhi’s trusted
licutenante, and allied to dcleatic'll‘.{ by the marriagd of Gupdhils Ia.l
with his & ughtep,bhe has =.id that Communist is "Public ‘nemy Munber “ne.
The phrase has become Iamous ind i now part of the pirtylp Dﬁfdﬂc

trofessor B. G. i2nga, ‘he parsgy's chilrmam, u.n‘l.,tuha' ' the [ 1otm
of 1ife avout Comnunism in the villiges of his home .'1‘-\1_& 1!! ‘ndhra, and
ha: inereased his kmowlecge through the bitter expericno®sini tuch frivnds
apd ansopiite ir Ferene 31;’ of Hungary.
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The party has the moral supp ré of Jayaprikash larvﬁﬁf

soinls st =e:dc{' nd now Vinoba Fhave's chief licutendnt in 54 Fhosdm
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) cumpaign. Jayiprak.ch, though him-elf a IGTW
demogracy, hi: welcomed the emergemce of he ammh?;ge:u’:n €
Spporte ite oppoeition to the totalitirism tremd im cnir lised planning
: L he deeoribes as “orvecp piralysie®, He la also heartened the
riy's scocptamce of the Gandhim way of .chievimg #ociil ju tioe
+theory of "trsutecrhip® om the pirt of those owning wealth and en
ilege of amy kind. Ourremtly, J&qmm who three years back ha
i¢ bamncr of revolt against Indim govermnent's ambivalent

'ﬁﬁ toward the Fungari m revolutiom, is ha % \
irme of Tibetm £ reedom. 2 rd At work to keep 1live the

; ¥hat are the pirty'o proscpots? Here we ire in the sepee of
derables. The next general elections are secheduled !wpr:h opring of
and 3 great deal of water will flow dowm the G @ges between pow snd

1 The mind of Tndia 1= in flux. No stitic or statistical mmalysis
based on the figures of the la:t elections makeg my sempe. ‘he Indism
voter is, by md large, m uncommittcd voter, swayed by a multieiplity of
such pulle as rellgim, ca:te, reglom, ideslogy anmd the oult £ puramality.
fherc em Y« no question that the Comgrese party hes had ite diy 'md must
now be prepared for a cmtinuous decline im ite prestige amd popularity,
People are get ing bored with the old faeen, the old voloes @md the old
slogmme. By 1962, it will te "time for a chimnge.®

e question is mow whether the Congreas party will lom ground. It
will, The question is who will cccupy that ground = U ¢ Communists or the
fwatantira rarty? The wmewer to thies queetion will lie in the capacity
shown by the new party to build what is now a broad naticonal movement into
an effieient machine, to caavert widecpread but nebulous sympithy into
repources and votes. My personal belief ie that, whether we win or lose the
next eleetions, our greatest scrvice will lic in the faet that we will have
broken the "Congress or Communist® strait=Jacket which 1imited the Indiame’
choice. 'nd we will have prevented Indim'e going al the Chinere path.
For every vote the Swatantra party tikes away fromtthe “ongress party it will
take away ncore= of pontential votee from the Comsunist partys A4 friemd of
mine in Tombay told me wout a year dgo that 11 the mext elegtioms he would
vote for the Communiste, much 21s he detected them, becwuce that wap the only
way to remove the "corrupt wnd imef leient Nchru govermment." 1 pleaded
with him that thie would be a tragic mietake op his part, but to mo purpose.
Last month the first domatiom that came into the “watmira party's ofiices
in lombay was from the +ame mm, who wrote that omce 'giim he o'uld vee a
bright future for India.

At the lapt clectione the Indim who was pot 2 encialiet» .nd there
were quite 2 few million = wa: tuilly dl«frwmchised, The choloe between
the Congres: party, the Praja ‘ociallet party, the “oclalliat pirty ind the
Communist pirty ¢indidites was far him litile choice indecd. 1% will mow
be pos-ible for the count#y and the electorate to have before it a glear
il ternative,

™11 the ‘witmtra pirty meceed in giving Indli, in course of time,
1 government that will irplement its liberal policies? I don't kmow. 'g“
orgmigation h'» 3 guarmtce of viesdry at ite bir‘,h. indecd, no worthwh
ewse would ever t ke shipe if ite spomsory awsited such SNSRPREEs lf"zll
spontmeous, grasomroots development must it the seme time be 4 4ot o
md am not of falth.



A NEW POLI T CAL PARTY COMES IN'® EFING IN INDIA

' FREEDOM PARTY' FOUNDER TEILS HOW IT WAS FORMED
AND WEHAT I TS OBJECTIVES ARE.

EY MINDO MASANI

In August in Bombay, India a new political party was born. If
it were yet one more party wedded to some ldnd of socialiem, that would
hardly be news. What is interesting about the development is that the
Swatantra (Freedom) Party, which has come into existence under the
leadership of Elder Statesman C. Rajagopalachari, is pledged to the
maintenanc# of individual liberty, believes in peasant proprietorship
on the land and people's enterprise in industry, amd is opposed to
statiem and the methodology of socialism. Tat a broad-bas@d political
party of this nature should have come forwiard to question the very
foundations on which the social ad econmomic siructure of the 10-year
0ld Indian republic has so far been reared constitutes nothing short of
a revolution on the Indian politiecal scene.

T™e birth of the Swatantra party marks, in a way, the end of the
post-independence era which has been infused with the agltational
politice of the struggle for natiomal freedom. It may well mark the
beginning of the functioning of normal parliamentary democracy in a
country whose freedom has been well and truly founded on the rock of a
demoeratic comstitution and which now turms to utilize that freedom for
the well-being and happiness of its people. Swatanira party leaders
claim that emergence of the party as q sigm of the growing political
maturi ty of the Indian people.

e philosophy of the new party, put in a nutshell, is that it
has faith in the people's capacity to serve the country by serving
themselves., 'The slogan under which Dr. Ludwig Erhard has accomplished
the magnifieent postwar recovery of West Germany, "“et the men and the money
loose and they will make the country strong." stri es a ;esponsive
chord with the Swatantra party's members. The new party s members do mot
believe that a collectivized economy can coexist for long with political
democracy. One or the other must give way. Some measure of state
enterprise and regulation in the economic field the party accepts as
inevitable in the conditioms of the 20th Cemtury. But, when government
regulation steps across a certain limit, it threatens the purpose for
which it is invoked. The new party stands for the "defemse of farm and
family." It rejects materialism and recalls the stress which Gandhi
laid on moral values. 1t rejects the false dichotomy of bread versus
freedom. In its view, bread can be achieved ofily with amd through T
freedom. Abraham Iincoln'® adage that "the legitimate object af Sovernm
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is 'to do for the people what needs to be done, but which the

individual effort, do at.all, or do so well, féu.- thems@lves' ':"::n :::’tadbr

in one of the keynote spleches at the Bombay founding convention because

ignhas the rélevamce to the problems of India a century after Lincoln's
e,

The new party has decided to limit its opposition to the eocio-
economic sphere and has not so far developed a plank on foreign policy
or on the linguisitc and other loeal problems which abound in digrermt
par4s of India. The sponsors feel that the political gartiaa of bday,
whether in India or elsewhere, often tend to lay down "the party line"
on almost every aspect of life, and they accordingly believe that the
Swatantra party might well set an egample of limiting its area of
agreement and diecipline and leaving its iddividual members free to expreas
t?eir own points of view on many of these issues outaide the party
platform.

For a decade now Prime Minister Nehru, with his quaint blend of
Soviet-stybe ecoMomic planning and Britiish-model parliamentary democracy,
had dominated the Indian intellectual scene. A faint challenge from an
isolated pocket here and there is all he hasg had to encounter. The
fundamental thinking on which the Nehru government's economic measures
have been base& is that, in an underdeveloped country such as India's,

a departure from the normal functioning of economic laws becomeg necessary
if the high expectations of material improvement raised in the minde of
newly independent people are not to turm sour. So, the argument goes, the
building up of heavy industry must, contrary to the normal sequence,
precede consumer goods industries. The government has to play a
particularly active role, both in establishing capital goods industries,
such as steel and huge river-valley projects, and in regulating the entire
functioning of economiec 1ife, whether in industry or agricultfure. Like
Fussia and China, though without political dictatorship, India would pull
itsélf up by its bootstraps, performing in a short spam of time what
might otherwise take generations to accomplish. There can be no question
that, during the first decade of independence, a large part of the Indiam
intelligentsia followed Mr. Nehrg'in this line of thought.

TUnder the surfice, however, second thoughts have been developing
and discontent with the "socialist pattern" has been building up during
the last few years. 'he middle classes have found themselves beling
ground down slowly by the inevitable consequences of excespively high
taxation and the inflation yhat was slowly creeping over them. The
consumer was made to pay more for the necessities of 1ife through
successive impositions of heavy excise duties., e investor was being
taxed out of his investable surplus. The entrepeneur was being harried
by bureaucratic regulation and interference. A businessman respopding to
the government's call to undertake the manufacture of some scarce materiab
or ome for which there is zn export maPket found that he had to trudge

sed
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.,, ~ the dusty corridors of the New Delhi secretariat moving from
‘office in a never-ending attempt to obtain the ;ari.ous Haenagif:;; ;gn:l.ts
Those already in the field of mamifacture have been known to spend several ’
- days every month in flying up! to Delhi to mmswer queries or remove mme |

road bhock in the way of obtaining the necessary facil¥ties. New
constraints on the people's emterprise were being systematically imposed
and Justified by refefence to the socialist doctrine. Fear, hesitancy
and uncertiinty as to wpat the government would do next have become a
feature of economic life.

On the political plane, the evils of interference by political
bosses in the administration of the country and the pressure they brought
to bear on officiales have been causing demoral¥zation among eivil servamts
and destroying public confidence in the govermment of the day. Inter—
ference on ideological grounds has been elewated into a principle. MTe
cult of personality has smothered free discussion even within the duling
party itself. The,bulk of the members of the Congress party, who think
along liberal or Gandhian lines, have been intimidated into silence by a
few confused Marxi3ts at the head of the party. In the absence of an
alternative government, discontent has been funneled increaaingl&nto
Red channels, and the kind of polarization that took place in China in the
'40's between the Kuomintang and the Communist party was becoming
noticeable in the state of Kerala and was in danger of develaping elsewhere.
Even so, only the wildest optimist could have foreseen the emergenge of a
major political party which advocated rejecting the entire pattern of
planning and economic development that has been followed during the past
decade. Only a year ago, I myself tried umsuccessfully to weld together
severdl of the local groups which have now come together under the
umbrella of this new national party. How has this new party of freedom
finally come about?

0ddly, credit for its emergence must go to the Congress party,
because of what is described in India as the "Nagpur Resolution" which
the Congress party adopted last Jamumary.

That resolution constitutes a three-pronged attack on the way of
life in the Tndian village. 'Te first prong of the attack is the
imposition of ceilings on land holdings which in practice would deprive
the farmer of all land that he might own in excess of what would bring
in an income of around 3,600 rupees ($760) in the year. This meaaire
would break the back of the middle classes in the villagee and deprive
them of the capacity to withstand the inroads of govermmental authority.

Te second prong is the proposal which is euphemistin_eally c21led
"joint cooperative farming." Barring its name, it haa nothing in common
with the principles of genuine cooperation as practiced in D?ﬂ%?lrk,
England and nther countries. 1t is in reality am atlempt at in ..rod:ucing
collective farming of the Soviet-Chinese pattern through the pooding Oti
land, the uprooting of boundaries and th#$ establishment of.hig cooperafive
farms. Even if this plam were brought about without corecion 1% M?Ei 2
in present-day conditions in India, inevitably mean mfn’-lgment h.?fﬂ ficials
of the government and the reiuction of the fammer %0 the status of a
landless labourer. Heedless of the lessons of the failure 0f ocollecEive
farming in the Iron Curtain countries and the igmorance of the tha]?rine
magnificent achievements of small-scale pgasant fami?g in Jaggga

Minister Nehru insists that this change would result incre
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food production. It is also supposed to constitute a "hi
’ r "
guﬂi':he;fe-ﬂd method of a man and his family cultivatinggela:gngfcﬁib
Q

The third prong is the attempt to establish a state monopol
wholesale trade in food grains, thereby eliminating thousands §§°t§a§2r§h'
2nd leawing the farmmer face to face with the monopoly, which cam dictate
to him the price at which he must sell his produce.

It wag this ill-conceived Nagpur Resolution which acted as a
sparkplug to the political revolt. The urban middle clase ang th?u. business
class, helpless against the hold of the Comgress party on mural areas
have found a new ally. The reaction of landed peasants, who with 'l:heir
families constitute at least 52¢ of India's population, has been instimctive.
Im a couniry where most peasants live in mud huts, own 1itile more than a
plow, and, if they are lucky, a pair of bullocks, the piece of land that
they have is all they cam call their own. ' When Prime Minister Nehru brushes
aside the plea for peasant proprietoship by pointing out that most of the
peasants own small, fragmented farms and should therefore mot object to the
poolong of their lands, it sounds to the peasant like asking a mother not
to mind parting with her child because it is only a tiny infant. So it was
not surprising that the A1l India Agriculturists' Federation convened the
initiating meeting at Madras on Jume 4 where the decision to launch the
Swatantra Party was taken. PPofessor N. G. Ranga, a4 leading spokesman df
the Indian peasantry, resigned his post as secretary of the Congress party
in Parliament to become chairman of the new party.

Even within the ranks of the Congress party there is widespread
disquiet over the Nagpur Resolutiom. Only a few weeks back, the Indian
press published the gist of a letter written to the Prime Minister by the
veteran Dr. Rajendra Prasad, the President of the Republic, sounding a note
of warning against a hasty and doctrinaire approach to rural problems.

Perhaps the best parallelto the character of the Swatantra party, im W
Western countries is that provided by such as the Smallkholders' party in
Hungary. In the field of agriculture the pafamount need for increased food
production is stressed, and it is felt that this Is best attained through
the self-employed peasant proprietor who is interested in obtaining the
highest yields from his land. 'The peasant farmer should be given all
psychological amd material inducements for greater production with::mt
disturbing the harmony or rural life and without affecting ownership or
management. Among such incentives would be a fair amd stable price, the
provision of credit and the sapply of water, tools, seed and fertilizer.

Tn the field of industry, the Swatantra party believes in the incent-
ives for higher production and edpamsion that are inherent in gompetitive
enterprise, with necessary safeguards against momopoly. Te party wmld_u
regtitet state enterprise to the field of heavy industries, where essential,
in order to supplement the nmotable achievements of such private enterprise
asp for example, the giant Tata Irom & Steel Company im Jamshedpur, =nd
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such national services as the railways. ‘The par as

be in favour of a bahanced &evelnpl:gt of c&pﬁﬂ?g&odsdi:i::tai::“lf e
organised consumer goods industries and tural industries that afford
supplementary employment to the large number of unemployed and underw
employed people on the land. 'Te party is opposed to the stite entering
the field of trade. It believes infree choice for the investor, the
producer and the consumer. 3

Through such a positive policy, the Swatantra party believ
agricultural production can be set on its feet ig ‘ﬂ:epnqwthat ha:ah:he:tao
successfully achieved in Japan since World War I¥. fhus can be provided
a sound foundation on which the industrial structure of the country eam be
reared. While deprecating the policy of asking the present generatiom to
tighten its belt (which, in India, it does not possess) for the sake of
generations unborh, the Swatantra party believes that the policies it =
suggests would biberate the productive forces from the restrictive effects
of bureaucracy, so that a mach quicker expansion of industry and a more
rapid rise in the standard of life of the people canm be brought about, just
as thiw was accomplished by the successful implementation of Dr. Erhard's
policy of social enterprise in West Germamy. Such a policy would be in
consonance with the €stablished Indian principle that thosw who possess
wealth should not run the govermment, while those who control the army
and police should not be in control of agriculture and industry. Te
party's policy would prevent the concentration of polidhcal and eccnomiec
power in a few hands. 'The way is thgs opened for the building up of a
broad-based coalition of the peasantiry in the villages and the middle
classes in the cities.

Two charges have been levied against the new party by its opponents.
Te first is that it is a projection of the jnterests of big business and is
therefore "reactionary". Since this is Mr. “ehru's main line of attick it
merits consideratiom. It is undoubtedly true that the implementation of the
party's program would bring the businessman the much needed relikef for
which he has been clamouring for the past few years. That does not,
however, mean that the business class will wholeheartedly throw its weight
behind the Swatantra party. 'Te reason for this lies in the present
controlled economy where business tends to become the handmaid of government.

Te selfish scramble for licenses and permits blunts the c2pacity of businessamen

to stand up for their way of life. Fear of the wrath of government against
businessmen who give politieal or financial support to the new party is
omnipresent. Tus, while some courageous businessmen will no doubt
gravitate to the Swatantra party, it is more than likely that those business-
men who have hitherto distinguished themselves by lack of vision and supine
gttitude to the government will continue to be found om Mr. Mehru's ;
"goeialist" abndwagon. The new party will therefore have to rely for its
ginews on the small man's support.

inother argument advinced by the eritics of the Swatanira party is
that by dividing the democratic foreces in the eountry, it may unconsciously
help the Communist party. I believe thie fear is based om 4 profound
misconception of current political realities.

If today the new party has come out im fromtal opposithgn to the
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government of the day, it is because the
policies of the Nehru

£y B ahadny T IROE B, O o, Conmmntan, v 1 epectnd

eologic ¥ 2cceptable. - =
said iﬂ.}aftlsem:ihesdno% Io ohjeclt to in the 13313?3.2:“3;;2%&3%&”“
only ods o olence. n other words, the Commum
g£ood, but without his spots. Te moral barrier ;mich G:ndhii::eiiggazﬁ %.:st
tﬁmunigm has been lost in a fog of confusion. Te economic policies g;

e ruling party, and in particular the attempt at collective farmin
justify the use of a phrase which the late Deputy Prime Minister Sargar
‘Falla‘ghhhai Patel used in a different context: these policies are in some
ways "the sappers and miner= of the Communist party.”

In the past few months, we in India have geen Commun

destroy the freedom of the unarmed and defemseless peogle uészﬁ.ﬁg.&ﬂlﬁjﬁml
only recently the people of the state of Kerala were battling bravely to
throw off the Communist yoke. Unfortunately, it seems that many good men
in the Congress party, who would react violently at the direct threat of
Communist déctatoship, do not mind very much if the posson is administered
to them in homeopathic doescover a peridd of years. And certainly there is
little merit in the suggestion that, in the face of the inability of Congress
party members to assert themselves, others should stand by helplessly and
:azch this erosion of democracy for fear of splitting the non-Communist
ote.

3 The whole world, including the peoples in the Iron Curtiin countries
iw moving away from the shibboleths of collectiviam. The danger of India'ﬂ'
being committed to outmoded dogmas which the rest of the world is discarding
must be combated. By rallying India agiinst gommunism and by educating
public opinion about the moral gulf between Communism and the free way
of life, the new party will eliminate the damger of the current duncomscious
drift toward the precipfce. The party's Statement of Principles allows mo
coexistence between it and the ideology of Communism, 2nd the keading
spokesmen of the party have a long record of struggle against Communist

totalitabianism.

The main architect of the party is India's elder statesman, C.
Rajagopalachari, a former Governor-General and Home Minister in the Union
Governmment and more than onee the (hief Minister of the stateof Madras.
The charge of irresponsibility laid on him by the Prime Minister sits oddly
on the shoulders of this 80-year old patriarch. Ome of Gandhi's trusted
1ieuntenants, and allied to him domestically by the marriage of Gandhi's son
with his daughter,bhe has said that Communist is "Public Enemy Number Omne."
Te phrase has become famous and is now part of the partyxs credo.

Professor N. G. Ranga, the party's chairman, early learned the facis
of life about Communism in the villages of his home state in Andhra, and
has increased his kmowledge through the bitter experiences of such friends

and associates as Peremc Nagy of Hungary.

The party kas the moral suppors of Jayaprakash Narayamn, former
socialist 1l#ader and now Vinoba Bhave's chief lieutemant in the Bhoodan
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(lama gift) cempaign. Jayaprakish, though himself a believer inm
democracy, has welcomed the emergence of e Swatanmtra party heeau:?ﬁ:rw
supports its opposition to the totalitariam tremds im cemtraliged planning
which he describes as “ecreeping paralysis®. He is also heartened by the
party's acceptance of the Gandhian way of achieving social justice thro

the theory of "trsuteeship® om the part of those owning wealth and enjoying
privilege of amy kind. Currently, Jayaprakash, who three Years back had
raised the banner of revolt against the Indian governmment's ambivalent
attitude toward the Hungariam revolutiom, is hard at work to keep alive the
issue of Tibetan f reedom.

¥hat are the party's prosepcts? Here we are in the presence of
onderables. 'The next general elections are scheduled for the sprimg of
1962 and a great deal of water will flow do#m the Gapges between now amd

. then. The mind of India is in flux. ¥No static or statistical analysis

based on the figures of the last elections makes any sense. The Indiam
voter is, by and large, an uncommitted voter, swayed by a multiciplity of
such pulls as religion, caste, regiom, ideology and the cult of perscnality.
Tere can be no question that the Congress party has had its day and must
now be prepared for a continuous decline in its prestige and popularity.
People are getting bored with the o0ld faces, the old voices =snd the old
slogans. By 1962, it will be "time for a change."

The question is now whether the Congress party will lose ground. It
will. Te question is who will occupy that ground - the Communists or the
Swatantra party? The answer to this guestion will lie in the capacity
shown by the new party to build what is now a broad national movement into
an efficient machine, to cmvert widespread but nebulous sympathy into
regourcee and votee. My personal belief ie that, whether we win or lose the
next elections, our greatest service will lie in the fact that we will have
broken the "Congress or Communist" strait-jacket which 1limited the Indiams'
choice. And we will have prewented Indian's going alonE the Chinese path.
For every vote the Swatantra party takes away from the “ongress party it will
take away scores of potential votes from the Communist party. A friemd of
mine in Bombay told me bout a year ago that at the next elections he would
vote for the Communists, much as he detested them, because that was the only
way to remove the "corrupt and imefficient Nehru government.” I pleagded
with him that this would be a tragic mistake onm his part, but tolno purpose.
Last month the first donation that came into the Swatantra party's offices
in Bombay was from the same man, who wrote that once again he could see a
bright future for India.

At the last elections the Indiam who was not 2 socialist- and there
were quite a few million - was virtually disframchised. The choice between
the Congtess party, the Praja Socialist party, the Socialist party and the
Communist party candidates was for him little choice indeed. It will mow
be possible for the count#y and the electorate to have before it a clear

al ternative.

Will the Swatantra party succeed in giving India, in course of time,
a govermment that will implement its liberal policies? I don't know. Igl
organization has a guarantee of vicédry at its birth. Indeed, no worthwhile
cause would evew take shape if its sponsors awaited such assurance. B}egn
spontaneous, grass-roots development must at the same time be an act o

and an act of faith.



