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m:m.tmu*ml""- very wara welcome sad werds
of good cheor which have made me Mappy. Onme of the mmin satisfactd
-ttﬂ.--hchahrnh-nth.ta-aﬂh-‘vuu.w
musber of people ia Rajeot snd & large msber of people in Bombay and
elsesherea.

The Chairmsn mentioned t0 you Nr. Mamibbai Simh's challenge, his
Supreme confidence that the oaly isswe in the election was the sise of
the Congress majority, own onfideme that if he had mot been godng
abroad he would also have made me forfeit my seeurity eit. fe was
Wt quite wrong. Everything would heve justified this kind of suprese
confidence on the 20th of April = fowr weeks before polling. Comsider
the background in threo comsecutive e¢lections, the Comgress Party had
carried the Rajkot seat without amy difficulty or challenges Im 1952,
their vote was 61%, in 1957 their vote was 71%, and im 1962 it dropped
to 55%, but even so their majority was 41,000, S0 it was not & kinmd
of cest that the Congress meed ave worried sbout. Also, as Mr. Manobhai
Shah told me, they could mt afford to lose it because he demgibed it as
the fulerum of Saurashtra. He said if you carry Rajkot we lose Baursshtra,
and if we lose Saurashtra, we lose Gujarat. We aimply can't afiord that.
I hope he in right. (laughter) In fact, such was the confidence of the
Congress Party and the general feeling of imvincibllity thst Mr. Vajubbai
Shab, Oenerul Secretary of the Gujarat Provinegial Congress Comaittes,
sald immedintely after the declaration of the resultas Never im my thirty
years of public life have the woters so deceived me | (laughter) Thia
is a very asuwing charge to make. As ] memtioned the following day, the
deception was mot the part pf the votera but om the part of Mr. Vajubhai
Shah, He had been deceiving himself, he hed been blind, he had refused
to se: the signs that it was open for anyons to see., He could not mske
out when people had had exowgh of him. It is smasing how, ia epite of
clear manifeatations of popular disapyroval, the Seecretary of the Qujarat
Provineial Comgress Committee imd mot beem able to anticipate the trend
of the voting.

In that context, a purticular tribute needs to be paid to the leader
of the Swatsatra Party in Gujarat, Mre Bhailalbhel Patel (applruse).

He is going t0 be 75 in & fow days, but he 15 a robust optimist and he
was comvince before the campsign started, before even I sgre«d to sW’
that we could carry Ragkot and pothing could shake him. I don't mine
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applawse),

Before 1 discuss the reasons for this tresendous change in outlook
in thirty days, Inﬂlmumhmumm-tu:-
about Rajkot. 1 discovered that Bombay ami Rajkot were rather close,
that undred and hundreds of business people here had their agents or
their friends in Rajkot and that there was very ¢lose comsunication both
ways between Bombay and Rajiote In fact, the telephome comnection betwess
Bombay ani Rajkot. In faect, the telephone comection betwesn Bombay and
Rajkot is very good. Many tusiness firas have six or eight or ten telephone
lines directly comnnected with Bombay and there is & comstant coming and
going of mescages and thoughts. I think one of the reasons why we wers
#able to do well in Rajkot was that madreds of good people in Bumbay started
writing and telephoning to their friends and relations there asking them
to belp. Vvhen I went out im the Baszars people often said that Mr. So-and-so
bad written to them sabout me and they were already om our side. This
was a great shot in the arm.

Rajkot is a pleasant city and a relstively clesn city. What ia very
jmportant is that the whole district as excellest main roads. This ias
something quite unusual, ani something for which a ¢andidate must be
grateful.

The second thing about Rajkot 1= mot so pleasant - the people are
very poor. It i not as prosperows ss Bombay or Abmedabsds The villages
are peorticularly poor. #bat is shocking is that there is mo water, mot
enough water to drink or wash with. Most of the villages suffer from
the scarcity of water supply. There iz draught at present: there is no
grass for the cattle. Grass mas to be brought in from ou aide and
distributed in order to keep the eattle going. Poor as they are, the
people are very hospitable. I think the Saurashtra people are difsieult
to beat lor ospitability. Every one of them asks you to come in to
their home. You must eat or drink something, evem if it is enly & glass
of saters Most of the time you are offered milk or tea or & eold drink
or somethin, to sats The desire to shere their ldttle food and urimk
with you is extrrmely touchimg and something for which ope has te be

atefule Even in the bezars, the shop keepers imsist you stop and bave

s sodsa water or a cold drink with them.
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They are & very friesdly peopic too. Riht from the day that my
Golicgues from Bombayhnd I arrived we were never sade to fecl outaiders.
¥e fowd a friendly pojulation waiting for wse Ty Were very gemsroms sbowt
sy Gujaratli ! X spoke in Hindi om the first occasion eor twe but, whea
I fomnd that they were very indulgant and genmercws, I shifted to OGujarati
apd they listened to me with patience and tolerance. The attespt made
by ope Congress spokesman to descride me as a Parvi boomerasged so badly
that be promptly hed to withdrew Mo statement saying first that he was
sorry and luter that ho had mever made 4t | That shows the eosmopolitan
ontlook wideh was very refreasling ia thet remote sres.

Un the other hand, the people are timid, They are somewhat frightessd
people, and they had coune to be frightemed begawse they had & rather
uafortuna te background of vindictiveneas amd the arbitarsry uwee of suthority
from wich they suffer over the last decade. Coming to an analysis of the
elegtion, what are the factors that led te the vigtory of the Swatantra
Party and defest of the Congress T 1 would say that, above all, the
bigyest factor wane that the people of Rajkot , both in the tewn and the
villngea, are fed up with the Comgress govermment, The comson phrase wsed
while putting their mnd to their boad wam "Aldy;« Tak Avigayu chhe,

Have mabhi Kmmatu' (laughter)e This wmas saild even by membars of the
Congress Party. The dlscontent with the Comgress adsinistration is semetining
that hae to be seen to be believed. Until I got to Bajkot, I was mot
aswar® of the inlens e antonogonism towards the Comgresa govermment of the
con on people of all classes == busincasmon, peesants, shopkeapers,
workers. This aniagonisw is referred to by describing the opponent as
the 'Bholl topisalas. ‘Dholi topisala® is a clase of people who are mow
dicliked amd resented because they had misused thelr suthority. It is
very interesting thnt Nahetma Ganihi bad anmticipated this phencmencm.

At a prayer meeting not loang before his death, he had saidy It took

a great deal of selfless sacrifice and service for the Congress to win
the confidemce of the people. But if Comgressmen betray the people asd
inetesd of sarving them becomes their masters, theam whether I live or
not I can from my lomg experience warn them that the country would be
flame in revolt against the wearers of the white cep 7 (Hear, have from
the sudience and applausal. =

S0 far as Rajkot is concerned, I can sssurs you that Oaadniji‘s
forcast snd warning bas wome tree. The man with s white oap, provided ke

'



h‘-

15 & Congressman, s mow locked wom with intemse resestwent and
sutogomisms When people are askedy Wiy are the princes are so popular,
thhmhnhmumummnm
that deficit area imto a /000 surplus arca for Neseni, mmﬁm
compared with the uapojularity of the Comgress Rajas, the old regise
lock bemsvelent bécauwse the mw regise s proved to be mmch worse thas
the old regime, Jow what are the elemeate thet make the Congress Party
unpo pular ?

The first camse is thedr polibdes, amd the three policies on which
it was easy w0 get a respome, to got & walk over, was high taxes and
prices, the Gold Control Urder, and the oriminal meglect of the comatry's
defemces agninst Commwmist Chinae Those are the three thing that even
the meanset intelligence aml @éven the pooresct the wast illeterste mam
found no difficulty in understanding . But more than the jolieles, 1t
was the jroctice. The policles ware disliked bocause the results had
been bad, becausc the way they had been implemented bad becn lacking
in homesty of purpose. 50 the anger wac ajgailmt the polisics bocaunse of
the way they hed beon implemented smd practiced or, to put it in amother
ey, it wes the misuse of power, the lack of honesty in purpose, and the
gulf betwsen the profession snd'Jlactive of the Comgressmen im office that
had mde those policies umpoplar. If socislism sand ron-alignment have
become dirty words, which lose rether thon gain wtea, it is not becanse
the people object in theory to socislism aml mon-slignmeat but because
the way they ses them isplesented stipk. Bo, len people sppluuced and
moboed me mpdomatel o b oesngyyimnd ki kenet oo nk oo plo ket ien
Ixmmedia saycihatxthinxhxl listeacd to me ll.l_h rapt st:ention snd manted
to shake lmndy I used to say that this hsd little to do with me perssnally
but & lot with to d with their discon! ent, Lieir pain, thedr anger,
of whdes I had become & aysbol amd = mouth plece.

¥usatmeuscaspperixndaadicparikesan Amother fegtor in our victory was
the upanimouws support of m=ll parties and elemeata, czupt the CoAgreas
and the Communiet Partys Let me just list them. PFirat the politieal
parties = The Praje Socialisat Party, The Jan Sangh, snd the Einde ssxkr
Mahscabhs. Then class groups like Khedut Sangh and the Nestera Reilsay

orkers.. Then, the two Independent M.L.As sitting in the Gujarst Assembly ==

Mr. Babubhai Vaid, s very fine and honest represeatative, of Pejkot City,
and the Yovraj of Fajkot, who roprecents the Pajkot rural arsae Both

of them were also helping we. Them there was & MW entrant, the Tuvara} g

- b
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Jusdan who had Dever even ajppeared on a platfors or made & spesed fa

bis life. We appealed to him % belp ws amd explained to him the lssues,
the need for am opposition, the meed for clean govermment. After two days
of tainking it over, be called ws and said: ‘1 am on your side' and he
case out, became a hereo to his people, who never expested ap member of the
ruling family to etand up to Authority in the way the Yuvaraj of Jasdan did.
Today he is one of the most popular men .

Then there were disillusioned Congressmen, particularly in Upleta,
Congressmen who had broken away from the Comgress, who had quaralled with
the official Comgress Party aid came on ow side. Fimally there is a
unique institutiom in Rajkot. It is not = political perty, but it is
almost powerful as one, and that is the leading daily newspaper of
SBaurashtrs JAIGIND (applsuse). The Editor of Jeihind, Me. Narottas Shah,
is a power in himself, and the way he pushed into the campaign and became
our standard-bsarery the transsitter of our mescage and idess == gertaidly
a large part of the credit for the elsetion goes to him.

Now, what brought all these people together 7 Of the things that
brougit them together was to see somebody standing upto some bully and
putting him in his place. I think this was the feeling of the amall boy
who cheers amother who comes and pute the sehool bully im his place.

Here the village bully was intimidating the people snd meking cverybody's
1ifes & nisery. There was uo Iope to be seen. Then somebody came along
and said 'Come along, ani help me to defeat him®, they felt a tremendous
semse of hope that perbaps thds would work out, perbaje the bully would
be put in his place, That was, I thinmk, on: of the biggest factors.

The other was the desire to strengthen the opposition in the Lok Sabhe
Never mind to what party be belomgs, let the opposition im the Lok Sabba
be otrengthbemed by people wio can talk,by people who canm think, by people
who can stand up and be cowmted,

The third thing was a great desire for & change. People ars tired
of the Congress Goverment. They want a g¢hange and, unless there is s
strong opposition, how can there be a change 7 So the desire for s strong
opposition we the first step to the buildiag of an alternative goverasent
whieh can replace the Comgress in 1967, These, I tbink were the motives
for the coming together of every kind of people who desagreed with ome

another.

There was one exception, of course, the Comsunist Partys
Comsunist Party had & very difficult time, I felt very sorsy for thes
during those thdrty day. Shgxat They mturally dié mot want to support

The
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mes That is understandable. I 4idn't want their support. Oa the
Other mand they could not support the Comgress esither. You may ask why ?
That was the Party lime, !hﬂ-uihﬂgotmmu-m“
somths laid it down ' that they suppert the Comgress FENXINEXEAXFEXY
fhaxaasnsr sgainst the "reactiom rics™, Then why dida't they support
the Congress masm from the start 7 The answer is that the Congress waam
80 unpopular that even the Comsmists did mot dare to support them.
Their people wouldn't have listemd to them. If they had come out
openly and support the Congress they would bave been chased out by
their own supporters. 350 in the beginning, they were in a dilemma, and
they found & way out to this dilemms by putting wp & =0 called'indepondant’
candidate who was o Comsumist, A gentloman by mame Mr. Bhalodi from the
rural areas of Gondal was put up, so that they would waste their votes by
giving theam to Mr. Bmlodi and thus be ssved from this borribvle choise of
either supporting the Congress which would make them unpopular or supporting
Hasani, which would make them popular but which was revolting to their
own idoological ins tincte. 5o they put up Mr. Bialodi in the hope that
a few thousand wtes would be wasted om him, and they could save their
conscience and keep their peutrality. But, as the e¢legtion progresaed
am they begen ta fear thet Masanl might win, their ildialagical prajfudices
overcame thelir caution. They decided to risk becoming unpopular, but to
stop Massni from sinoings Bo, a few day before the slectiom, they
withdrew Mr. Bhmlodi, their camdidate, amd came out publiely with an
appesl, including ome by Mr. Hiulodi himself, that they should vote for
the Congress to defeat the resctiomary Swatamtra Party candidste. 8o,
in the end a week before the election, the Comsunist party of Hajkot came
into line with the Comsuniet Party of India, dropped their opjortuniss
and came out im their true colours. Even so, the slsction results show
that the Commumists were mot able to divert their eatire vote iato the
Congress ballot box. Im Uplets anmd Dhoraji, the feeling against the
Congreas was 8o strong, that their owa followers, # even known fellow trae-
vellers defied them and said: 'we are going to vote for the Swatantra Party,
we don't care what you say's And 0 I bad the usussal privilege of seeing
several bundred welleknown fellow travellers voting for me against the
Congress candidate (applause).

Now, I have given two rsasoms for owr vigtory == the batred of the
Gongress and the United Fromt om our side. A third reason is the Campaigne
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The way in whieh the campaign west -~ there was a contrast between their
canpeign and owrs. Ow campaign was jurely politiesl and ideclogissle
¥e posed the Swatantra Party criticise asi the

Programme against the
programne of the Congress Party and govermmenmt. We set up & organisation
very quickly. We adopted every modern techniques that we knew, Our
Meotings were a great succcss. People came to listen and we gave them
serious political stuff which they nd mever had before. There had
never been a political debate in Rajkot till we got there sad put our
point of view. This was the first politieal education or entertsiameat
if you like that the people of Rajkot had beenm given, and so our mevtings
were & great successs 1 was glad that the Statesmen correspondent from
Delhi, who covered the election during the lest week or ten days, wrote
in ome of his despetches that what wan remarkable st Masani'as sestings
Was that young people were predominant, whereas at Congress mectings only
old people were there. low this 4= lorgely true amd I myself was wory
pleased at the mimber of youmg facee at every meeting in town and ewisids
that I addresseds The youths of Rajkot were with us.

Here may I thapk for their bard work and the recpomsible work they
took a few people notwithstandimg Nr. Dapndekar's advice not to sake
distinctions, I would like to thank some of our very ssnior and swstessed
collegues from Gujarat Mr. Bmilalbmi Patel of course worked (ap lsuse)
until he fell 411 in the laat few deys. Mr. Bayabhsi Patel, leader of
gur Party in the Rajya Sabha, the Fajasaled of Earia, the Deputy Leader
of the Upposition in Gujarat, Mamra kumar Himetsinghji of Cuilhh, mesmbar
of Parliament ,and many many others whom I can't meme because that would
take too much times 1 would also like %o thank our Chairman for coming &w
teice and becoming my Election Agest onm the lact twe or taree days when
I was 8o fagzed that I could mt trust ay own judgement any more. It was
& great confort to Mave him mext to me with sll his expericnce, background
and knowledge (applawse).

We did one or two thinge that appealed particularly to the peopls
of Rajkot, I gave an assuramce that we would make no personal attaghks.

I gave an assurance st my first meeting at Fajkot that there would be

no persocnal attack by me on Mr. Jathalal Joshis He was & good maan, &0

far as we were goncerned, we would say mothing sgainst bim. Thut sssurance
we kept. Right through the thirty days I mever referred to him except in
respestful and friendly terms ami I am glad to say that persomally, but

I can't say thet about some of s collegues, he responded aad reserip "



1 made anotker .f‘““‘.mmt“ 1 imvited Mr. Joshi to

Gome on our platform and address meeting along with me so that we could
put our respective poists of view and enter imto a friendly debate.

1 am sorry that he didn't secept my invitation. Perhaps if he had, he
sight bave bemcfitted by addressing our suiiemces and mving Ais own
point of view put bofore tiem. The offer was appreciated by the gemeral
publie. Finally, after ay election, whem 1 adi.reased a victory meeting,
& Very crowded meeting a day after the result was declared, I smnounced
that froe oow on I rejresenied all the voters of Rajkot == those who have
voled for me as well as those sho voted agaist me. (applawse) and thas
in bein; of servigse Lo people I would meake no éiestinction betmeen wy
Bupporters snd my {ormer opponents. Thut is the spirit im whigh we
fought our ceampoign the people of Rajkot were inmtelligent eneugh and
decent emough to appreciste the kind of lead we pave. On the other hand,
the Congress campaign has been described by Mr. Dandekar and I don't wamt
to comment om it at this stage. During the first eight or ten days they
took us as a joke. They thought thie & big joke and we should not be
taken sericusly. They could just sit back and wia the elaction. This
mood continued €ill it was too late. I think by the time they realised 2k
that wo bad got down to the villages, that we have been powching on their
preserves, it was too late. As far as I could sake out, the wonderful
maghinery that was rus ting only came into action with great fury during
the last 6 or 10 days. By that time it was too late. They could not
reverse the trend that we Imd set in motion.

Then, ofcourase, there were friends from outsaide who came to help us.
Eajaji case. Gayatridevi caae alonge Professor Ranga came alongs Atal
Bihari Vajpayee of the Jamsangh, & beautiful orator, came along, and they
sli gave their supports Acharys Kripalani, the most moble person (applause) .
When I read or heard about his election on the Hadio I sent him a telegram
of congratulation and them, rather shyly, I added that if he was well
enough then aml if it was not too much of & strain, would he consider
coming and belping m¢ in Rajcot, Before sy telegras eould reagh, he
had sent a telegrum immediately after the declaration of the polls sayiag
‘he had juet been elected and would I like him to come and belp me ¥
spg (applause). Acharya Kripalami's firet thought was: "I have wea, 1ot
se help my friend.” I think it was & very meble gesture and I apprecisted

it very decply (ap.lause).
Then there is another persom whom I alse thapk for coming and helping

me = Mrs. Indire Gandhi (applause). BShe was of great help and 1 am sure

- ol
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She got me some votes in Gondal amd Rejkot, becawse her atiitude to her
audiences was such that it taraed public opinien Against her cendidate
and therefore fortunately im my favour. What mede the people turmed
Sgainst her was the somewhat a contemtous and arrogance attitude she
caployed towards the audiemce at the meetings becawse they insisted om
putting questions to epeakers ami interrupting thom.

Then, again Mr. Dhebar belped me & great deal too. He helped in
two ways. He helped first by creating a vacamy (applause) and thenm
by coming and campaigning ageist ws. But by coming and campaigning, in
contravertion of the code of the Sarva Sewm Sangh, as the President
of the Khadi Poard, ho in a way double ecrossed himself. Either he should
not bave resigned or, he resigned, e should huve kept out of the caspaign,
Ope of these sots could have been right, but both could wot be right.

The people of Rajkot again were able to see this. Thoy felt he had
deserted them snd having deserted them, he wanted his nomines to be
appointed in his place like a proxy. His conduet was im contrast to
that of Mr, V,L.Mehta, his predecessor who is dsmarumizmr universally
respected,

Amother man who helped me was Hr. Rasiklal Parikh, the Home Minister
of Gujarat. On 26th May, I told the press in Fajkot that I bad a mesaage
from Dhoraji that such and such a thing lmd bappened. I told them what
was alleged to have happensd ami said that if this report was true, it
was shockings On the 30th May, Kr, Rasiklal Parikh is.used a contradistion
in which he tried to wake on that what I bad said was mot tru¢ and ended
up by saying he hoped Mr. Massni would witharaw the allegation. He alse
said he was sure Mr., Masanmi did pot mind his meeting talking =ms to and
requesting people to vote for the Congress.

Now, 1 hmve looked further imto this matter. I visited Dhora ji
myself and talked to the people concerned aml evea after ay return to
Bembay I have been probiag into it and trying to get every detail right.

I am sorry I camnot oblige Mr. Parikh by withdrawing sy allegation, On the
contrary, I am goimg to repeat it today with full sense of responsibility
(applause). In I went wrong ia detail in my firat report which came to

me slightly insocurste. But except for ome detail, the whole story is
true and I have mow in my possession evidence which could prove it to be

true before any tribunal ia this country.
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Swhsequent imvestigation ahows that roaliy hap emed was that at abest
2%'clock in the early hours of 26th May, the day of polliag, = poliee
M-mm-ﬂamnmmu-mmm
merchant is Dhorajl who was working for me smd said that the Foujdar wanted
to ses him. Being on friendly terms with the Sub~ins pector and having
dealt with him in o friendly way, this eitizen wemt out thinking that he
%as going to be takem to the Foujdar. He was put im = car and decoyed
elsowhere on falae pretemmess He was tnta mot o the polise station, but
to another plage where Mr. Rasiklal Purikh was casping that aight. In the
first report thst kad come t me, I Ind sald that he was taken to the
Police Station where Mr. Hasiklal Parixh met him., That wes wrong and
I stand eorrected on thnt ome detail. But the faoct remains that the
gentlemen was taken from his Mome on false pretemses and he was decoyed to
& place to which he bad not been told be wan beiny takens He sas told that
he was being taken to the Police astation but actuslly foumd himselfl in the
hoae of a local pleader where Mr. Rasiklal Parikh was maiting for him.

Mr. Parikh then tried to persuade him mot only to vote for the Comgress,
but to stend at the poliing booth im Flulwars and to tell every Nuslim
28 he came W vote lfor the Copgress. Thiz gentlemen declimed to do 0
on the ground that he had slready made nis choice. A% the end of the
arsument, when he refused to yield, the Home Minister said to him:"it is
your duty""(Thamare farsj chhe) to support the Comgress snd if you do
ot perfors this duty, mo good will come to you"s It was a threat cosing
from the Home Minister at 2'c eclock ia the mornimg. It was & tnreat,
Things are mot golng to be good for you, it is going to be very diffieult
for you to be in Dhoreji. (Stmme Shawe”). There are timid people. Huslims
ie Dhorsji fecl sore timid than others. The gentlemen felt he wis heing
threatenod. His family and his home vere in denger his very existenss is

Dhoraji was in danger. G50 be went Lom: im & panic and send out ses: “Rgers




-“-

to his friends. When his friends resched there at three
he told them the whole story of vt had happened to hism,

ia the moraming,
He asked them
to excuse im. Ne would sty st home that day. He could mo: risk his

family's well being. His friends percumded him that nothing would happen
and this is what we call 'satki deti'. But be was too imtisidated and
sald 'No, I sm goin, to lock myself st hose amd I am mot going e eome

out till the polliag finisbes', and that is what he actually did.

He stayed at home till 5 o'elock that eveninge But the moment the poliing
finished, he rushed to his friends. 1 am happy to say that when I visited
Dhorsji on 28th May, he was the first man to rfarland me at a ypublic meeting
at Dhoraji (applause).

Now Mr. Rasiklal Parikh thought that he md a right to contradiet my
statement. All that he contradicted was the defect about the police
station, But everything else alleged against him is true == that he
send a policeman with a mescage t0 & man at 2 o'cloek in the morning, that
be was fetched out of home on false pretemaes, and then threatemed if he
didnt do bhis duty. How is that it is his duty ¥ How is it the duty of
any citizen to vote for the Congress, to supyert the Congress ? It is his
duty only if his comscionce tells him but mot otherwise. A Home Minister
cannot say what is bis duty and how he shall wote. Nr. Rasiklal Parikh
seem have peculiar ideas when he says that he hopes Nr. Masani does mot
mind his meeting, talking = to and requesting people to vote for the
Congreas. S50 that is idea of requesting, talking ami to and meeting people 7

This incident has proved, wiat we always felt to be gorrect the
motive of the British practice that during a h.f-hothl. a Cabinet
Minister must stay out. The British have mot invented this convention [er
fun. They bave dome it out of a kmowledge of husan pature and of what
goes om. The British Comvention that Cablast Ministers must keep out of,
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By elestions is based precisely oa the fear that thia kisd of preasurs
Sad wadue iafluesce would take plage if they intervened (appl )e

There are two other charges. Mr. Damiekar has referred to the
Home Minister going rousd a Jasdan amd Padahri with armed policemen asd
trying to "persuade” pecple, as he calls, in the Presence of poliee guards
either to vote for the Comgress or mot to vote for wa. Now, what shouwld
be done about thess charges is & matter whieh requires comsideration. But
I would eertainly like to give Mr. Parikh the advice that he should stand
by the high standards of British public life, put im his resignation
issediately and ask for an imvestigation (applause).

Tou remember tWo Or three months ago there was the Vassal case of
Soviet espiommge in the British Adairalty, and a junior Minister, Mr.galbraith,
was imvolved in certain suspiciems. He promptly put in his resignatien
without any proof against him. Mr. MHaeaillan thanked him and scoepted his
resignation and an inveatigation took place. Later om Mr. Oalbraith was
proved innocent and restored to office. This is the way an investigationm
should take place. You camnot expect a fair investigation when the Home
Minister who is mccused etill remains the Home Minister of the State,
Therefore, the firet thing (o do before any one goes into these charges
in & fair and unbiss manner is for Mr. Rasiklal Parikh to stop being Home
Minis ter of Gujarat until these things are gone into and a desision taken
(applause).

FKow a few works about the aignificance of this election, and I have
done. 1 would say that the first comclusion to draw from the Rajket
election is that this is mot sn sccident. The result of the Rajket election
marks a definite tremi. It marks a trend of public opimion in India as
s whole. Look at the voting figures. A 40,000 majority for the Comgress
last year and a msjority of 14,000 againet them this year. You eannot
oxplain away this ehift im woting by amy other reason thas by sayisg that
people are tx turning against the Comgress. Thia 1s a decisive shift snd
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:mm;mmunhc.nmmhmmﬁs
it 45 mot & local tremd, it is & intermal tremd (appleuse).
!l:uhlh-thnnmm“mm' when & adlling erowd
!lﬁhﬁﬁo“hiuhﬂ“ntmﬁu-mmm
was proceeding, waitimg there from 7, 8, 9 o'clock t1ll after aidaight
when the result was declared, and you would have seen the tinultwous
procession in which I was taken on top of a car, and made te stand on the
top of the car with a few of my supporters around me, and raraded through
the eity till 2.30 asme Now that procession and the emotion, the madaness
of it, if you like, the fremsy of it, the youny people doing snake daneing
as in the streets of Tokyo, why were they all rejoicing like thie ?
Why did this wean s0 much to them 7 Why all these garlands 7 Why all these
band shake 7 You would have thought that night that Rajkot had liberaisd
from a hated foreign regime (applause). It was exagtly like a national
revolution. The whole city was rejoicing at the downfall of the tyramts.
That wae == the feeling you got. It was a liberation people felt free.
They felt that a load og their chest had beenm lifteds What they thought =
was jmpossible had happened. What they thought imevitable was no longer
inevitable, I think Rajaji is quite right in saying that "the superstition
of the imevitability of Congress success has beon shaken". That is why
the people were rejoicing. It can be dope. It has been dome, and it ecan
be done again.
If you ssk me the political sigaificance of this, I would say that
this is a grim snd serious warnming to the Congress Farty and the Congress
goverment. The people of Rajkot have said =~ either mend your says and ak
change your policies, or go. This, I thismk, is what the people of Mgt
¥ant me to cxpress on their behalf. I don't think they bave satds “wt é
I think thsat woulc say: "Either mend your ways snd change your policies
or go. Now you amd I may feel that the first alternative is platonie, that i
there is no hope of the Comgress Party changing ite policics or ita ways,

'
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and that ﬁlulmlthmnm“am“‘“_.p._m :
operative. I don't went 1o distart, I don't wanmt to m“““ what has
happened in Hajkot. I want to be homest with the people of Rajket asd te
represest them as accurately as I cam, and therefore I would may they ;
want to give the mﬂ-ﬂmm—hm them on good behaviowr,
to put them om prodation like an old offender out of prises. They are
going t be wutched and if the mirscle does mot happen and if the “dhold
topivalas” don't develop "dwla hearts” if they don't become servants
instead of masters, and if they dom't atop their misguided policies; step
taxing people atop inflationery polieies, withdraw the gold gontrol order,
attend to the defence of the comntry and act homestly im publiec life, if
all these things are mot dome, then I think they will have bad it.

After all, only 45% of the people voted for the Comgross last time.
They never had a majority. But they got a majority in Parlisment becsuse o
of the divisions among the democratic gppositien arties. Now that I thiak,
is the second significance of Rajkot, the way im which always every demoe
eratie perty and element worked together for the defeat of the ruling
partye I can only echo what Mr. Dandekar has ssid, and say how grateful
we sre to all those people belonsding both to owr Party ani to other partics
who worked for wes sc hard apd zo aincerely. They did not do iL besause
thoy wanted to oblige the Swatsntra Party, They did it because they were
servin the country im thelr owm way, Lecews s thoy reslised the meed for
a strong opposition snd that am alternstive govermment was on the order
of the day. Whether this United Frost thet has developed in Ra_kot, Dbohad
and Amrohs canm be m de permament, whether it wan be developed on & satiomal
basis is a question which I would mot like at this late hour to enter into.
I am glad that a healthy discussion is going on on this subject. Neanwhils
the Swatantra Party hae to go om in building dteelf wp and here I Wik

is & third significamce of Rajkot, what it mesns to the Swatantra Party in

gujarat. The fact that in Dobad we

i



Bajority, that our ®ajority weat wp from

41000 te 14,000 within one year,
and that in Rajkot we converted a 4O

v000 defiess into & 4,000 majority, &

lbliu-l from strength to stremgth wntil in 1967, whether or not have .
Swat.ntra gpvernment in DelM, «t least we shall have a Swataatra govera,,,
in Adsedabad and Rajkot.
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