The Role of Opposition Party im Imdta
by
H.R. m.ﬂ' M. P,

Since in society there are bound to be Yarious individuals and
groups pursuing ideas and baving interests which are mot necessarily
identical or even compatible with ons amother it is natural that
those who do not succeed in hv&s their point of wiew accepted by
the Govermment of the day, zjﬂﬁlundo oﬁlﬁt?:ir point of view
and ultimately having the government which ‘;ud implement their point
of view. It follows that the opposition in a democracy has a role
to play almost as important as that of the ruling party. In a sense
both the ruling party and the opposition represent the hopes and
aspirations of living uman beings and the mepe dif | er=nce L;Zéi&.bqr-
they represent at any given point of time does not make any difference

to their importance. Indeed aﬁpo-.ttion is the¢ sine qua non of &

democracy. The mtishi-uthar E.F.M. Durbin in his book on socimlism
and democracy makes the existence of an opposition the acid test
of the genuineness of a democracy. Neither tﬁ-mnon constitution,
nor fundamental rishts on paper nor the secret ballot, he rightly
points out, make 3; democracy geouine unless opposition parties are
ot only tolerated but actually function. The Soviet Union is a

good example of the truth of Durbin's theeis.

The democratic proceas bas two characteristics. l'.i.r-.t)h the S
sbsence of unamimity At recognises that for the time being the view ;,g

of the majority wembd prevail since obviously some decisions have to e

be takem. At the same ti.-c)l:l.m:a luman judgement is fallible, 1t .-

should be open for mistakes to be rectified ia the light of mew
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apd experience -nﬁf@pportn:l.ty should be there for the minority
today to become in course of time the majority.

It is necessary then mt%omunun party functions as a
watch dog of the interest of the minority and the critiec of the majority.
It alsoc functions as the watch dog of the observers of the comstitution
and the fundamental principle nt_t;:- free soedety. In discharging
these functions it helps in focusing attention om the fssues with
which a country is faced and provide alternative solution. Its role

is partly negative, partly constructive.

In India thanks to the ring of Mahatma Gandhi's advice that

;\Ehe Indian National Congress should withdraw tro: the political scene
and allow its members to form two political parties functioning im the
Parliamentary sphere, it has mot been able to evolve a satisfactory "
two-party system. While a two-party system is not feamsible so long ae
the Soviet dictatorship exists in Moscow and insists on having its
fifth column in this country, a thru-prt;lcan and should be aghieved.
So long as this does not bappen, one will have to accept ths fact
th.-.t.) while the Gluﬂ.tution pnrl.tt_fp_or; an opyosition, no opposition
in fact exists in the cense of I.Fh'llhrlllﬂ.'ll Government, capable and -
ready to take office the moment it received the mandste of the electorats.

How is this lacuma in our democrasy to be filled?

i
Obviously if the democratic opposition parties in the gountry
were to merge in one big "“.tional }uncutis pu"h' the problem could

be solwed overmight. Unfortunately, the relevance of the situation

AN~

rule it out as she dmmediste solution though if should resain the
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objective. Ihe second alternstive is that which Acharys Kripalapmi

has advocated, mamely, that of common functioning on the basis of aa

agreed minimum programme, Unfortumately, the response from two of

the parties concerned has been so Degative that I;lﬂ again imsediate '
Success appears to be elusive,

_Fb¢ third alternative is that of democratiec opposition parties 1
working together on specific iscuwes on which they find ‘themselves in i
agreement while going their ewn ways and pursuing the poliey of "live
and let live" in regard to other matters. This path has in fact been
followed with increasing success since 1960, It was the spontanecus
working together of d-muntiﬁ opposition parties that enabled opposition
candidates to dcreu:z‘fc'::grun supported by the Communists in Dobad,

Amroha, Farrokabad and Rajkot. Pursuing this path promises results.
Ope is encouraged in this view by the fact that the opponents of

democratic unity im India recognise it as the main threat to their

nl.n;n. Mainstream, a Comuunist jourui? said in its lscue of June 8 3
"In mmapét. the Right has a lesson to impart to the Left today. e
It did mot go in for summit megotiuntions among its different components .

but preferred unity in actionm, and that bas peid it rich dividends.” ‘

#eL‘I 'L ; |
As this unity im actiom develops it wi¥l lead to a generalisatiom ¢
of the experience of the recent by-elections. Now thtﬁo‘oﬂt have At~
been-ahown at Amroha end Fajkot how the opposition cam wia, both the )
visdom of the political parties and the pressure of the public opinion ¢
will impel them towards an electoral understanding ia the mext 5 E
elections of 1967, to emsure that there should be only one o;ppiﬂﬁ.ﬂ'-
candidate againet the ruling party or the Comsunist party. This is the

5 tie
objective towards which serious political workers inm all thy Aemocra
partics should strive in the coming momthse
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