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mmur-ht-hn!nmmn-duulhuhmn
this decade ares

n) The Preservstion of Democratic Institutions

b) Reducing Poverty

¢) Curbing the Fopulstion Explosiom

d) The Modernisation of our Jocial Structures attitudes,

Demogrecy
The divorce of principles and ethics from power is almont as

complete In our country today ms in sny totalitarisn country exoept
that, in the latter, they do not pretend to hold to canons of psrsonal
momality, If this trend continues, our press, our Trade Unions, cur
Universities sand all the rest of the coumtervailing forces will end up
in surfdone and ve shall soon be ‘mowm ms one of those wnfortunate peoples
vho fought for Independence Wit did not eare for Freedom,

Those People beyoud our frontiers have alvays wondersd how a
country 1like ours, with thirty per cent literagy and one of the lovest
per capita incomes i!th its people preeariously below the sociologieal
Plimsoll Line, has menaged to preserve democystic institutions, Ve
houever, are not surprised for ve recognise that this has been possible
b'na-uu of a deep, 1p-;l.d gradition of tolersnce snd eivilisntion mnd
more 50 beesise of the way the Congress umder Cendhdji vorted before
Independenca, That todey's Congree leaders should £ind 1t more diffienlt
and “dangercus” to stend up to Sut, Indire Gandhd than ve ‘n the old
days found to face Mahatms Gandhi is neither = tritute to the present

dny Congressmen mor to our demccregy or its lesder, Congressmen today
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Seen to agres that "there's complete demcereay in the Congress snd
Sat, Indire Gandhi 18 the only leader®, Neither the Mshatam nor the
mn.hmmmm-mmmm-
*n enviable positfon for » leader in a demcomsey, Let us not forget
mmmmmmhmmuhm--‘
a9 outaide 18,

Roveriy

In spite of slogans 1ike Gerb! Hateo, the encient wrongs of
poverty, unemployment and Squalor continue to persiet and vill 4n fact
be accentusted by the gmlloping inflation which is built into official
M.

There are 200 million people in ocur comntry who live not only
in poverty but in utter degradation, They will take a long time sven

to graduste to poverty, That thelir problems eannot be solved bty populist

measures oF by incitement 8o clasa conflict or b7 clever mmnipulation
that confrrs greater priveleges or benefits on the most organised, the
mo3t vocal, should be self evident, [y resorting to such measures, we
are ensuring a certain degenerntion of democratic socialism into
centralised statigm, A deliberate atismpt to project the ruling party
with 1ta allies as the only Instruzent of change mipght pelarise our
politicnl 11fe belween oxtremes on the basis of mutusl bankruptcy =nd
gpark a spreading viclence and the result mmy well be Nexmlism =nd
other forms of viclence,

Vhat ve need is realistic policies which would help increase
the nationsl output by espital snd lsbour investment, orgenisstion
and fiscal messures 5o that the vhole of society and mot Just the
favoured sections or parts grow richer, Let us pause %o think of
the degree of controls and tamation that can be tolsrated during the
period of development vithout genernting large seale distress, deo=-
gradation, corruption snd soclisl conflicts,
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Ve need not over-emphasise this sspect es all progress will
ultimtely depend on the sttitude of our individual snd collsetive mind,
At every step ve nesd to ssk = vhat kind of behaviour 15 more likely teo
facilitate modernisntion? Vhose bebaviour 1s more modern = the high
renking buresucrat hostile to spplying profit considerstions to even
public commercial projecta, the politieien vho mouths soeislistie phreses
and yot eynically nsks for grester peaquisites sad privileges and pover
of patronage for his "feudal® followers or the privete entreprensur vhe
tolks very little of the brosder public good hut vhose Tuest for profite
results in the expsnsion of Industry sad growth of employment?

Tt is time we took m look bagk to the happendngs of the part
tuo or tiree yesrs and decided vhetier ve esn Live from orisis ta eriaia,
M1 thore comitted to freedom, to soclal and eoomonic Justice, %o
spontencity and diversity es tmafc husan veluss must expreds “digsent®
and brinz the country back on the rells or else wa shall sertainiy find
change bub no progress,
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about 1t,

e Problem

mmmmunmmummumh
this deoede ares

u) The Preservntion of Demoormtic Institutions

b) Reducing Poverty

e) Curbing the Populstion Beplosien

d) T™he lodernisstion of our Soolal Structures attitudes,

Demomgy
The divorce of principles and ethica from pover !5 almost as

conplete In our country today so in sny totalitarisn comtry except
that, in the letbter, they do no% pretend te hold %o eanoms of peorsonal
morelity, If this trend contimmes, our press, our Trede Unions, our
Universities nnd sll the pest of the gomtarvailing forees vill end wp
in surfdone and we shall soon be 'mown as one of Sthose unfortunate peoples
who faught for Independence but did not eare for Fresdom,

Those People beyond our frontiers have alvays wondered how s
country 11ve ours, with thirty per oent litersgy and one of the lovest
per capite lncomes with its pesple precariously below the soclologionl
Flimooll Line, has zanaged to preserve demccrntic Institutlons, Ve
hotever, sre not surprised for we recogise that this hey been poagible
beonuze o » deep, nge=old tredition of tolerwnee mnd eivilisetion md
moTe 92 beenuse of the way the Congress ander Tendhiji wored before
Indevendence, That todey's Congree leaders should find 1t more difficult
and "dangerous? to stand up to Sut, Indire fandhi then ve in the old
daye found to fmce Mahetms Onndhd s nelfther & tritate to the present
dav Conrressmen mor to our democraey or 1ts 1ead-r, Congressmen todey
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Sat, Indire Gandhi is the only lesder®, Teither the !mhetas mor the
mn.hmmmm-mmm-
an envinble posfifon for » leader in a demcoreey. Let us not furget

that deoorsey within the Congress Party meeds to be preserved ss such
s outside 1%,

Poverty

In apite of slogns 1ike Corb! Hetao, the ancicnt wrongs of
poverty, unemnloyment snd Squalor contimus to perelst end will in fwet
ba acoentusted by the gilloping Infletion which is ballt ints effieial
Flans,

There are 300 million people in our country vho live not only
in poverty but In ubtter degradation, They will Sake s long Sime sven
to greduate to poverty, Thet thelr probleass cenot be solved by populist
messurad or by Ineitezent to class eonflick ar by clever msaipulation
that confrrs grestsr privelepes or benefits on the most orgmniced, the
most voocal, should be self evident, Fy resorting to such measures, ve
are ensuring a cerialn depmeraticn of demseratic soolzlism Into
contralised statisn, ! delidermte attemt to profect the yuling party
with ita allies ss the only Inmstrument of change mipht polarise our
palitieal 11fe Detwesn extremes on the besis of matusl bankruptay snd
opark a ¢preading violence snd the result my well hhll-.lml
other forms of violence,

hat ve need 1 realistic noliciee whish would belp imcresse
the mationel output By espital snd labour imvestment, orgenisstion
and P1agal measures so that the vhole of soclety mnd not Just the
favoursd sections or ports grow richer, Lot us pause u_m.r
the degree of controls snd tamation thet gen be tolereted during the
pertod of development vithout generwting levge senle distress, de=

gradntion, corruption and soct=l conflicts,
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Yodernisstion

We need mot over-emphasise this mspect as sll progress will
ultimstely depend on the sttitude of our individusl end collective mind,
At every step we need to ssk - vhat kind of behaviour is more likely to
facilitate modernisstion? Whose muﬁrm-muﬁ
ranking bureauerat hostile to applying profit considerations t5 even
public commercial projects, the politician who mouths socinlistic phrases
and yet cynleally ssks for greater perquisites and privileges and power
of patronage for his "feudal® followers or the private entrepreneur who
talks very little of the broader public good but whose quest for profits
results In the expansion of Industry and growth of employment?

It is time we took a look back to the happenings of the past
tvo or thres years ard decided whether we gcan live from erisis to erisis,
A1l those committed to freedom, to social and ecomomic justice, %o
spontaneity and diversity as basic human velues must express “dissent®
and bring the country back on the rails or else we sball certainly find

change but no progreas,
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Concerne the steady but sure deterioration in the porms
of public Life 7 state of ocur econemy whers hape is fast
dvindling to despomdency, ¥¢ vwish te share i/;nr anxious thoughts
with %u){ fellow country Wen im the hepe that all those who still
95_\_” de something about it,

Our ?blm
ey e 4
The four main tasks ve face and will have to taeckle in this

decads are: 2
l;g‘%:?orpiion of Democratic Institutions
b),Poye.
L &
e) Qc'n tion fexplosion
-1};)k dernisation of our Social Stucm-ytqtuwau)

Demccraey

The divorce of principles and ethies from power is almost
as complete in our country today as in any totalitarian country except
th;t}i.n the latter they do not pretend te hold to canons of personal
morality. If this tremd aontinuu, our press, eur Trade Unions, our
Universities and n.'l. the rest of uunttrnil.in; forces will end up in -"f/"é s
#lavesr? and we soon be known as one of those unfortunate peoples
who fought for Independence but did net care for Freedoem,

S

Th‘{bfggltl;y.nd our fromtiers have always wondered how a Tountry
like ou::&iiﬁ-m per cent literacy and one of the lowest per capita
incomes, ;its people precariously below the sociclogical Plimsoll Line,
has managed to preserve demacramtiec imstitutions. We however are mot surprised
for we recognise that this has been possible because of a %c./hq--nld
tradition of tolerance and civilisation and more so because/the way the
Congress under Gandhiji worked before --pndtpondtnet. That t-:d\-y' M}
Congun‘. leaders should find it more difficult and "dangerous” teo +to stand
up to I:uura Gandhi than we in the old days found to face Mappims Gendhi
is loithu- a tribute to the present-day Congresi-men nor to our demoecracy or
‘its leader, e Congressmen t 'd:;! deem to agree thad 'tlu-l,'\l complete
democracy in the Gongress and Indira Gandhi is ghe quly leader? Neither the
“ﬂum nor the late Mr.Nehru would have considered this a very happy
situation or::nvhllc position for a leader in a democracy., Let us not forget
that democracy within the Congress p{rty ¢4 needs to be preserved as much as %
axsds to—he outside it.

: Poverty
In spite of slogans like Garibi Hatso, the ancient wrongs of poverty,

unemployment and Bgualor continue teo pulilt and will in fect be uan.llhd
by the galloping inflations K / / 55 r/ /,3/;(”? rf (v
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&h-r- are 200 millien people in our country whe live et in
poverty butjutter degradation. They will take a long time even to graduate
to poverty. That their problems Sannot be solved by m meagsures
or by inoitement to %g_;ﬁumht or by clever manipulation that sonfers
greater privelges or benefits on the most gxganised , the most woeal , should
be self evident. By resorting to sush nuu .we are & certain dmgumux
degeneration of demoeratic socialism inte M slibarate attempt te
project the ruling party with its allies as the only trument of ehange
might polarise our pelitical life between extremes on the basis of matual

bankruptey and spark a spresding violemge and the result may well be
Whltn;ﬁ Lr?ZL‘J/c mu.r/. R

What we need is realistiec policies whiech would help increase the
national output by capital and labour investment, organisstion and fisecal
measures 80 ' nhtyjii‘# j;lt the faveured sections or parts grow
richdr. Let us pause think of the degree of conirols,—intlatiss-and
taxation that ean be tolerated during the period of development without
generating large scale distress, degradation, ecorruption snd secial conflicts,

Madernisati nn’f

We need not over-emphasize this aspect as all progess will

ultimately depend on the attitude of our individual and cellective mind,

At every stepy we need to ask = what kind of bebaviour is mers likely to
facilitate modernisation? Whose behaviour is more medern - the high ranking
bureancrat hostile to applying profit considerations to even publis commercisl
projects,the politician who mouths socialistie phﬁul and yet opnically asks
for greater pergquisites and privileges and power of patronage for hie anirn-
;nntl:ﬂ#l"’"!uudnl" followers or the private entrepreneur whe talks very
little ql‘fﬁutdnr public good bat whose quest for profits results in the

expansion of industry and growth of employment?

It is time we took a lonh/fuuk to the happenings of the past
two or three yesrs and deeided whether we can live from f erisis to f erisin,
All those committed to frudn- t’. social and economic justiece, to
spontaneity and &:lvor-i.t;r Mbuin human values mt r{n- "dissent" and
bring back the countryon the rails sgwin or else we wtﬂh certainly find

shange but 2o progress.




