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I received your letter of April 29 and have added the passage you wish
to the text of the interview which I fear has already got too long.
I have left the question of shortsning it a little to Khushwant Singh,
1 emlose a copy of the text of the interview as it ms gone to the
Illuditeted Weekly. Except for the length I think it reads extresely

In case it bas not been brought to your notice, the Time magazine of
May 1 carries a syspathetis.story sbout the dacoits on page 22,

Tours as ever,
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in which they had axpfags&& .::ﬂ:m cere rep
L}' their past acts, asked for fa:g:l.'mnnsn from those whﬂat .
h/ they had harmed and pledged themselves to atone for their
bad deeds and to turn a new leaf in the book of their

E_._i:ves. Was this lionising or glamourising the bad m

Khushwant might want %o shorten the 1::1:-31'71”. hm-,

someone competent enough to do it, s0 that uathj.:ng hpoﬂ}-
ant or interesting is left out,

~ Yours sincerely,
"' - - ; a : 3 5. i
: (Jayaprakash ]’-
Shri ¥.k. Masani,

148, Mahatma Gandhi fAoad,
Bombey-1.



FOR FAVOUR OF PUBLICATION
ERESS RELUASE

It is ~4nce October last that I have heen engaged in
orambal Valley dacoit work. Even during my illness I
have kept in touch with 1t, the actual job of contacting
the dacolts, or baghis, as they call themselves, being carried
on by my Sarvodaya colleagues, mainly by Shri Mahabir Singh
and Shri Hemdeo Sharma, assisted by a number of other workers;
During these six months I have not made any public statement
about this work, except for the appeals I have issued to the
dacoits from time to time. Om the eve of my departure for the
area, however, I feel I should say a few words.

First of all, 1 wish to express my feeling of utter
unworthiness for a work of this kind. I have Qo claim to any
moral or spiritualquality, and my approach to the problem
has been entirely from the angle of social work. Whatever
success has so far been achieved {s, to my mind, due to three
following factors:

The most important of these is the continuing effect of
Vinobaji's work in 1960. He had sown then a small seed, whioch
ever since has been at work, in the minds of the dacoits,
the public, and, if I am not mistaken, also in the minds of
those in authority. Vinoba demonstrated im action, no matter how —
briefly, that there was a humane and a more civilised way of
dealing with crime, Indeed, modern criminology and penology, both
in the West and in Soviet Russia, fully accept this approach.

Secondly, just as it was the {nitiatige of Tahsildar Singh,
son of the legendary Man Singh, that had prompted Vinobaji inm
1960 to undertake his mission of redemption, so in my case
it was the insistence of Madho Singh, one of the most celebrated
leaders of the present generation of dacofts, that launched me
upon this course. One fine morning early in October he dropped
from the blue, as it were, at my residence in Patna and pressed
me with convincing sincerity to plek up the thread from where
Vinobaji had left it. To my plea that they should seek Vinobaji's
help and guidance, he replied that his emissaries had already
seen Vinobaji who had advised them to go to me, whioh 1 checked
up later and found to be true. Hndhé Singh would not listen to my
pleas about being overworked and wanting to unload some of my
burden rather than take on amother heavy one. He further assured
me again and again thiat this time it was not a gquestion of
a few 'baghis' surrendering but of the whole problem being
solved If I took the iditiative and was able to secure the .
cooperation of the Central and the three State Government!
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burden for which I knew I was not gualified.

'!h. change in the attitude of the dacolts themselves, as
relealed to me by Madho Singh, is the second important factor
for such success as my colleagues have so far achieved in
pursuading them to surrender voluntarily, Several fhotors
are no doubt responsillie for this change in the dacoits'
attitude, but one of them 1is doubtless that tiny seed
planted by Vinobaji im 1960.

The third factor, and certainly no less important than
the other two,for the progress made in this work is the
consistently cooperative and enlightened attitude of the
Union Home Minister and his officers and of the Chief Ministers
of Madhya Fradesh, Uttar Pradesh and Rajasthan and their officers,
I have reason to felieve that they im turn had the fall backing
of the Prime Minister. I should like om this occasion to
express my gratefulness to them for all the help and encourangement
I have received in this work,

/ Lest false hopes should be created, I must emphasise that
the dacoit problem, which has its own distinct history and
features in this area, is not going to be solved by the mere
surrender of o couple hundred dacoits. Their surrender will be
the beginning of a process and not the end. Everyone who has
studied and written about this problem has stressed that it is
not a mere law-and=order problem bpt a psycho-soclo-cconomic
one, O0f course, all crime 1s a social problem ( using the term
social in its inclusive sense) and not merely one of law-and-
order. But the Chambalghati problem is much more so, Therefore,
unless after the surrender an earmest effort is made by the
Central and State Governments as well as by Sarvodaya and other
social workers and voluntary agencles to tackle the psychologieal
social and economic aspects of this complex problem, new gangs
of dacoits would spring up from the soil, and history would
repcat itself.

o

JAYAPHAKASH NARAYAN

New Delhi
April 10,1972
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Questions $o be put to Mr.Jaysprakash Narayan
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What is the philosophionl bawis of the sxperisent? Tou quoted
qmmtmmu.mm-u:'-ﬂurm:m.-:
soral ity" (Jtatessan, «prll 11)  ‘bat smsctly does this mean?

Is this pot & mere law amd osdar ;rohlem? Are thess dem dacoits or
Tebels =~ Baghees? Ars thoy pert Robin Sood” Is it true that Nadho Singh
was A mmber of the C.5./. or e 5.P, and an cduiver of Dr. Lobia?

“fie has laughed ff the suggestion thst he should stand for Parlisaem$.” -
¥hat should %ies be ruled out? Couldn't you agree that there

are already an adequite ausher of decol's in Parlissenty

ihat are the problem of the negotiator? What srs the deasnds of the
dacolits?

Vhat is the atitude of the authorities) pmrticularly of the P.A.T

W¥hat sssurancos bhave you received that, il theas menm plead gullty,
advantage vill not be taken of their plwma? Are you altending to their
lagal defemca?

Vhat is the experience in regard to those who surrendered in 1960/627

You will recall your sad axperience with Nafi Abmed Kidwsl over the withdrawal
of the Poste & Telessrsphs strike, when you wers the 7 & T lesder, and bow

you had o g0 on 8 29-day fast in Poona to stome [op your leck of care

in sacrificing these zem. Are you taking steps to guard aguinet your

having o undertske snother fast in your present state of hmlth?

Weuld you take the view that the 1953 fast wes not s tragedy because it

184 you t© reno.nce Marxisylnd to write mn article entitled “Incentives

o Goodrwsa® for Freedom riret?

You have tesn quoted As cu ing that the surronders are “only the beginaing,
oot the end.” (Jtatessan, April 11) When then is the wd?

¥hat are the imseiiste effects om the poopls of the rwrion?

.
How do you look at the unconditicnsl relesse of 60 to 80 kidnapped porscs
held by the dncolte sa hostages” Dose it not compare [aweurably with
the attitude of hijackers?

‘hat are Mese sophisticated weayons which are referred to is the jress”
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thing sbout the dak or gaku bungalow where sll this

vas tals costrowersy about keeping the press and rublic sway

the scene of te curreader?  What s wrong with the B, 5.0,
taking » film 7 Is it not good public relstions for India abroad
where cur imsge is Tather dia?

it
by

Vhat is mﬂ.a!.ﬂ.-of the dacoite mhw'lmﬁ
¥hat ia J X.P.Rwetoaji's (1,0.7.) objection to all this?

How about maw gange coming into existamce to replace these who
haye been converted?
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What is the philosophical basis of the arizent? Tou quoted
mhmtmmmmm';q’m-dm:‘;ﬂu,;
morality” (Itatesman, ipril 11) What exactly does this seent

Is this not a merse law and order ;roblea? Are these den dscolts or
rebels ~ Baghees? Are they part Robin Hood? Is it true that Madho Singh
was & mmber of the C.5./. or the §.P. and an aduirer of Dr. Lohia?

“Ye has laushed ~ff the muggestion that he should stand for Parlisamt.” -
What should ®iis be ruled cut? [(fuldn't you agres that there

are already an adequite nuber of decoiis in Parlisssnt?

S¥hat are the problesm of the negotiater? What sre the demands of the
dacoita?

¥hat is the atitude of the lnhu'lu. Fmﬂhﬂ’ of the Pl.d’

¥hat assuranCes have you received that, iI these men plead guilty,
advantage will not be taken of their plea? Are you attending to their
lagal defenca?

Vhat is the experience in regurd to those who surrendsred in 1960/627

You will recall your ead cxperiemce with Rall Absed Kidwsl over the withdrawal
of the fosts & Telegmaphe ntrike, whean you were the P & T leader, and how

you had to g on & 21-day fast in Poona fto stope for your lack of care

in sscorificing thess men. Are you teking stepe to guard agrinst your

kaving o undertike snother fast in your precent state of heml th?

Would you take the view that the 1953 fast wes not a tragedy becauss it

led you %0 renounce Marxissfnd to write ea srticlo entitled "Incentives

o Ooodossa® for Fresdom “irst?

You have teen quwted 28 «sying that the surrenders sre "only the begloning,
not the end.” (Jtatesman, spril 11) When them is the end?

¥hat are the immeciste effects on the people of the re ion?

How do you look at the umconditicnal release of 60 to 80 kidnapped porzcas
h:ld by the éacoits ss hos'uges? Pose it not compare favourably with
the attitude of hijackers?

11, Vhat are thess sopbisticated weayons which are referred to ia the press’
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,{mmmm interviewed n‘(mm Masani
for the Tllustrated Weekly of India on 26th April, 1972, &%“z)

Minoo Masani: 1In these daye when there is very little good that
bappens in India, your achievement in facilitating the surrender of so
many dacoits in Madhya Pradesh is a welcome exception. Some good news
han appeared for once along that of the depressing developments that
&re happening daily. Could you tell us when and how this idea of m
change of heart on the part of dacoits, as they are called, started?
Jayaprakash Narayan : First—of-=il, I would like to start by saying

ad
that, &ike all of us ordinary human beings, the dacoits alsc have

prcrepacien,
their moments of refiection and repentance. Nobody is a hundred per cent
P
eriminal or a hundred per cent goed.
Minoo Masani: Would you sgree with Father Flannagan thet "there is no
such thing as a bad boy"? Would this apply to grown-ups also?
Jayaprakash: I entirely agree with Father Flannagan.

i (G50
It all started with Tahsildar Singh, tiee son of the legendary Man Singh,

: o o L.P
o —Frie fjlgz"""““' - & ,‘-‘-Jo
who was/ | ¥ . When he heard that Acharya Vinoba Bhave was
walking through the districts of Morena and Bhind in the Chambal regiom,
he wrote to Vinoba asking him to come and ses him in jail apd, if he could

not, to send somebody, because he had something important to say.

S Visole Aasr
Wnu and what Tabsildsr Singh suggested .
was that Vinoba should try and meet same of the dacoit I think he
Lk tewa
gave the nsme of ope of them, Pamtsd Lohnni who e called Lalka, who

was his old boyhood friend. There were many dacoits, he said, who would
respond if an appeal were made to thea to surrender because circusstances

had forced them to go into the ravires and jungles and they wanted to
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find & way out. That was when the first surrenders took place,
T fprriaend

In thizperticoni=r case, early in October 1971, a man called at
my Patna residence and my office sent him upstairs to see me. He come
on behalf of the Chambalghati dacoits and he gave his name as Ram
Singh. He hed come to plesd with me to take up their case, I said
that there was s0 much on my plate that I could not take on any more.
1 ssked him why he did not go to Vinobaji to which he replied that
he had sent a messenger to Vinoba - in fact a Congress MLA - and
Vinola had asked him to come aml see me. 1 was hesitant to take on
this task. Then suddenly the man revealed his real identity and sajd
he was Madho Singh. I had beard of that celebrated dacoit and told
him that he was taking too much of & riek in coming to see me because
there was a price of a lakh and a half on his head. He said: "We
truet you and I have therefore come.” He was very insistent about one
thing — that this time if I took up this work, it would not be a
question of a few dacoits surrendering tut the end of the entire
dascolt problem in that area, So I finally agreed, You see, Minoo,

the initiative for a change came from them,

Minoo Masapi: What is the philosophical basie of this experiment?

You are quoted in the press as caying that you are doing all this

from "the angle of social service, not morality.” Wmat exactly does
this mean?

Jayapreiash ; That is not exactly what I said. I had said in my
press statement of April 10: "I have no claim to any moral or spiritusl

quslity and my approach to the problem has been entirely from the

engle of social work."
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Minoo Masani: That certsinly makes it a little clearer, What would
you sey is the philosophic tasis of the experisent?

Jayaprakash : Iﬂﬂdmthnpbihcuphic tBais ia the same as that

of Bhoodan, Gramdhan and Gandhiji's idea of Trusteeship - the idea

thet the human heart can be changed if a mroper approach is made and
that nobody is irredeemsble, and that the dacoits of Chambal ghati

are no exception. The philosophy behind it is similar to the
philosopby behind modern penology - that the criminal has to be reformed
and not punished,

Minoc Masani : Who do you find, J.P., are the more intractable -
dacoits or businesamen?
Jayaprakash: I think it is the businessmen who &re the more intractable,

That is why we have this creeping disesse of Statism in India today,

Minoo Mamani: Supposing a cynic were to say that this {e & law and
)
order problem, and you are needlessly giving it a more noble diuen{ﬂon‘?

Are these men really hsga (rebels)? Are they part Robin Hood?
.Iag'apru.kaah The tmdition behind the Chambalghati dacoits ﬁﬂ

?mﬂ_ﬂdwﬁﬁ\n Mum;pmrm
Z t;x:..u..,,fm - er:r-l..l.wd..wl’.- M?‘:‘_

7% e M Rebihnd
dentsien fay ades #«M‘L-/hw fratenis i,
Rt Yoo inprence, pio—tte legendary Man smgn He ma"'z.gohm 2

e

Hoocd. He would distribute & mﬁdu—l of uhat he p&to the poor.

He ran schools in vardious places and the poor looked upon him as & gowl

; /
pée—grd 8 benefectord pedled bm A &
That tradition may no longer euni?.n the same form, but e ﬂ!-
By 1) *Hw'fh‘"“r’-’r Jﬁ(.-[.(a."-
trads tion—ia—4ivere

Uﬂoat of thg. ;'?5 per ceut of those imtire—revimes,
o

who are surrendering, are pu-:spl-a whog wess) victins of some
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3 social injustice on the part of the-dietrictur—~viilers/officials or
8-
potice e |
oo porvrechion b R T : a..;;,,.,m“’ o 57 i

&& 4 Inhi
ﬂThiﬁ ie nntm tlht an:_d order problem but a socio-economic
13t Lln-v‘-}/; B e e n—f—d"#,‘:‘fmﬂ-&-—.
Ay -é--ugiun much sore attention than the other aspects, In fact, pmastieally
pendd oot & ey ‘?‘;;A? Rak pro~tnl .
4

and paychological problem,

Lnoth:hg has been do rémove the socio-economic causes which ledto

o this problem,
Minoc Masani : Is it true that Madho Singh was a member of the Congress
Socialist Party to which both you and I belonged.
gl
Hayaprakash: I think he was a member of tha‘_ Socialist Party lstes.
Minoo Masani : So I don't have to plead guilty to having produced
Madho Singh! How old is he?
Jayaprakash : He is sbout forty.
¥inoo Mssani : It was suggested by & pressman that he should stand for
- Parliament but Madho Singh laughed it away. Don't you think, J.P.,

it is not swh a bad idea after all? He would be in good company!
Jayaprakash : He would probsbly not be in good company, Minoo, becauss

he would be & reformed dacoit! In any case, the question does not arise

¥t

ae4r because he has to be tried, serve his sentence and become & free man.
L

I must say, however, that I found him politically quite mature.

Minoo Masani : What are your problems as a negotiatior? What are the

demands of ti» dacoits? And what is the attitude of the authorities?

Jayaprakash : ;I have corresponded or talked with & K.C.Pmt, the
L &

%
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Home Minister, Mr. Kamalapathi Tripathi, M. S.C.Shuila and N St
Barkatullah Ehan ms Chief Minis and they have been uniformd}y

5 mx P.

mpuaﬁvu and responsive, £ Madho Singh hsd put forward seven terss

lﬁ‘l?f wbich was about the death sentence;being eo-u‘_btd_- This took

a great deal of negotiating but I was finally Wmﬁ.
Minoo Masani: I am glad to hear that, tecause I recall your sad
experience in 1953 when you had to go on a 21-day fast in Fooma for
calling of f a atrike by Posts & Telegraphs workers without obtaining in
writing from Mr. Rafi Ahmed Kidwai, the Minister, the necessary assursnce,
Are you taking steps to guard agsinst your having to undertake another
fast which would be a matter for concern at your age and in your present

atate of health?

Jayaprakash : I have taken reasonable precautions. I do remember that
incident about the P. & T, strike,

Minoo Masani : On the other hand, it may be argued that a fast like tiat
also does some good. For intance, am I right in saying that it was
during the 1953 fast that you finally jettisonéd Marxism and gave me an
article which was published in Freedom First entitled 'Incentives to
Goodness'?

Jaysprakash : That fast meant a great deal to me because I did not make
it a political issue or a trade union issue. I undertook the fast as
ﬁ?lf?:-mrrection, as a public worker who had made a mistake. I had three
weeks to think it over and, as you correctly say, I came to reject us

- L..Jl--r"—"*f' rlralie— —

philosophical basis of Hmiuibacnme it did not offer tnlu &p snswer to

the question: 'Why should a man be good' or 'Why ghould snyone be gocnﬁ"



I would like to add that though this is the 1onguturl aﬁtuitﬁnw
there are immediate tasks that have to be attended to in order to

keep the process going. The rest of the dacoits in the area have v

to be persuaded to surrender. Then there are nearly 1000 people
against whom there are charges and who have absconded. These are not
dacoits. They are persons who are said to have sheltered or otherwise
helped the dacoits. They are acceaaories.l If they continue to
abscond and remain in the jungle, new gangs of dacoils would arise
from them. e have to get them also to surrender. The bulk of them
may be set free without trial so that they will return to their
normal life. Then, we have to looR after the familles of those
dacoits who have surrendered alreedy and mey surrender herasf%tr.l'
Happily, the Chief Minister of Medhya Pradesh hss announced grant g[
scholarships for the education of their children. But there il thg_
question of maintenance of the rest of the members of the fl:tlinl y
There &s another set of families whom too we have to look after.
These are families that have suffered at the hands of the dﬂnoiil- 4

I hope the Chambalgheti Shanti Mission will rqpuu..g:m._ mﬁ;ﬂpl

T i



if I were to plead guilty, I 1’0321& hu‘ﬁ:l.w ‘chlk

Jayaprakash: I agree with you, but pleading guilty w
the terms of agreement. We have asked them to plead gﬁijlﬁw cause
it is in keeping with the spirit of their surrender md nur:lil o
forward the process of change of heart. But I am hesitating to
advige them to do this until I know how Covernment would resot to it.
I heve suggested to Government that, after conviction, instead of
keeping the reformed dacoits in the ordinary prisons, there should ;
be & number of ashram type open jails established in the area, where
they would be given land to cultivate and aslso training and tmﬂiﬁn
to set up rural industries. They could also be utilised in the
execution of development plans in the arca. If their undoubted
nargieaénd qualities of leadership are utilised in this ann#‘u'mti."u
manner and if = fimx mmx ¥ifw it is all related to the building up

of & new life for the people of that area, there willgbe wrought

a profound psychologicel change that will strike at the very root
of the problem there. y \

Minoo Masani: Like Father Flannagan's “Soy's Town"?

Jeyaprakash: Yes. But I have not heard from Government yet. 'er.'






e e 4
- - 'I*»“?‘,”- M—rﬁ‘ua
I will give mm:zmmz: I was told on good muthority
that there was a howe in a amall town between Gwalior and Jaure
Aue, asy !
which wes some months l:ncklnld for %.15,000. Somebody recently wanted
to buy it for ©.20,000, but he was told that the price hﬂ,m gone up

"2?.&'2 %T&iﬂ may, of course, te an exaggerationy M "J"""'g:*

Minoo Masani: I hope you will get a donation from the lsndlord of
the premises whose value has appraciuted.' How do you lock at the
unconditicnsl release of 60 to 80 kidmapped persons held by the dacoits

hogta ?
i et b fre it

Jayaprakesh : It was part of the M.Ltbat,w—m 7 “-g""’f%ﬂ\-

T-iﬁmtmﬂm{ﬁ-n#-nhﬂ#m—ﬁ-ww et
Ay fuv;d-jr&..l.smr‘viutf- sk b

At ~ b ; Kchh Py e -

Minoo Masani : What are these "sophisticaled weapons" that are

referred to in the press?

Jayaprakash: I really do not knmow much about weapons, but I was told
that they included light machine guns, bren and sten gune and automatic
rifles, I was told by somecne, while the surrender ceremony wag on,

thet the valne of the arms surrendered would be B, 10 to .15 lakhs,

Minoo Masani: Any idea 23 to where they came frosf? o
M o A fé‘-’-‘? M

Jayaprakash: From the police, from the military. By-mesns of mmpeiing
m%(%nhm—#?,ﬁm. J aey At Pt n.’rr-f..ﬂ.__(
es—stolen—roods. Wm—r@a&r—ﬁﬁ?_&mrm“
“:»WJ.:‘-M,{"M..-L?"-FMRH-MN‘- f""“"'&- ﬁ——w"\?i-a——r{-.#:?
arws mEY Neve lesked-out froo-—there. ~ i

Minoo Megseni : What was this controversy about keeping the press and
public away from the scene of the surrender? What is wrong with the
B.B.C. taking a film? Is it not good public relations for India abroad
where our image is rather dim?

Jayamrakash : I have much to say in criéiciss of Goverpment's policy

Iy SO TR %M‘AMMLHMJMM*"‘-?”



given away. All that is auppone& to pmdnoo a n.'L

effect and strengthen the power n.m:l preat:tgn o:l’ m*l‘ﬂ- -

and-order nuthority. But { has thet authority no other ":'.'
phl.losoph;r than that of a tooth for a tooth and an eye |
for an eye? Are we 8o primitive still in our ideas of
crime and punishment". 2 I do not know what others think, 5

but I have no doubt thd‘.t the aur:endur progranme could mw

J—

have mcoeeded without the full and willing coop-rntiml of
the Madhye Pradesh puli.no. “11 as the police of Uttar :
Pradesh and Hajasthanm. I have publicly acknowledged their
g )
- surrender goes,without dnn}f_, especially to the Medhya

help and seid that a good measure of the credit fﬂrtﬁt

Pradesh Bolice. ¥ /is wrong to think the surrenders have

lowered the prestige of the police in that srea end
the asthority of the law-and-order um@mm

u..-J. o _ﬁm f. # [ -



only methods that the police can follow in dealing with the
d“o 1“0

A great deal of fuss has been made by Government, inclu;

Delhi, sbout "lionising" or "glmuruins" such eonfirmed

y criminals, some of -m’Z guilty of multiple murder and other
helnous crimes. For the life of me agein, I do not understand
what j-;i.:f‘;nt by these words, But if we take their ordinary
dictiousr:z, I deny that either at Vinoba's time or at the time
of the recent surrenders there was anything done by us to
lionise or glamourise the dacoits. Shri Sethi himself was

. present at the two major surrenders at Jaurda and I am sure he

will bear me out.f As the dacoits came up on the platform,

they first bowed to the thousands of the people sitting below,
then they took their weapons t‘r-on?:their person, touched them
with their forehead and reverently placed them before the
plctures of Gaendhiji end Vinohbaji and touched the ground with
their forehead, Was that lionisation? Then they touched

our reet/, including Sethiji,l;; who patted their backs affection-
ately and spoke a few words to each of them. On my part‘,I
stood up to embrace the gang leeders, but patted the rest while
sitting. I would have liked to embrace every one of them, but
it was not sdvissble in view of my health to keep standing too
loag. Did I lionise them by my action? As I explaimed in the
course of my s;:e:‘;zall I di:! was to treat them as human beings
and accept them as brothers. They having surrendered on my

Ao
appeal, this is the least I could to respond to thedr gesture
it ey

of trust andzchange oA3ida. My L ? 44' : / .
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Minoo Masani : What about the B.B.C. taking a film? Was :Lfnut a good

thing?

Jayaprekash : That pay have been unauthorised. I met the BEC man,

Since the camp was dsc.lared A 'peace area' or & sanctuary, nobody could
gy M Bk Hak gloe Wing it py o0a &

be prevented from ouhg—i-t But nobody could take photogn]:i:a.x'llh Az a

“gourt and when

piend—mrquuemmm—} really-felt pad mboutthie,

In the end, there .d..fnh..,

#M’?"f’&u‘ﬂw Shn prissinan Loviy, Wranmgd

Minoo Masani : Whet is the significance of the dacoits bowing to

Gandhiji'e portriit? 44
Jayaprakash: The significance is that from violence they have seeepted

nonviolence ani/a peasceful way of 1life.

Minoo Masani : A few dacoits are understood to have gons on foreign

Jaunt=s. Who helped them to get visaa?
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Jayaprakash: It is well known that throughout the werld this business of
Taked passports is going on and India is mo exception.

Minoo Masani ; I was glad to see that the Prime Minister raised in
Parliament yesterday the qusstion of the sbolition of capital punishaent

in gemeral. Would you say that your efforts and any discussion you may have
had with her have influenced her about the validity of capital punishment?
Jayaprakash : I think,Minoo, she has been thinking about the prohlen for
bergelf for some time. The last time I met her she asked me about this and
1 very strongly pleaded for the abolition of capital punishment as I

think it is a barbaric custom and I do not think studies made of crim
throughout the world have established that capital punishment is a deterrent.
1 certainly encowragelthe Prime Minister.

Minoo Masani : Hasn't our friend, Arthur Koeatler written a book on the
subject?

Jayeprakash :  Arthur Koeatler has written a book entitled "On hanging" =xx
as a part of ti his hectic campaign for the abolition of capital punishment.
Minoo Masani : I would suggest, J.P., your reading & book by Duff which describes
in a lighter wein the horrible process of strangulation entitled "A Handbook
for Hangmen", e

Jayaprakash : Albert Cagus hss also written about the subject,

Minoo Masani : Well, J.P,, thanks for telling the story. T am sure

& large number of people will want to know sll about it. I se¢ you are
going back to Gwalior to continue your good work. Good luck, and more

power to your elbou.
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