physical super-

ardians of lay

s of law. This
desirable in
interests

must
order foun-
a  demonst-

ration is @80 necessary from
another p ‘of view. In the
Popular nation—this  is
traditional as!g universal, and
we see it inseng  and story
about dacons in every land—

the dacoits are endowed with
mythical power, and there 15 a
wi;lc-npuﬁ bﬁfiﬂ! that in any
encounter it i8 the dacoits that
will outwit the lEnliq:e rather
than vice versd. Police reports
that they have killed any daco-
its are usually received with
scepticism., If it is proved that
8 dacoit is really dead, the
general dispesition is to belicve
that he died a natural death
As a Corsican proverb wryly
puts it, ‘killed after death, like
2 bandit by the police”.

There would alsa be a cer-
tain natural resistance fo inter-
vention by a thind party, for it
could create {he fmpression
that the paolice Were mpt able
tp get the better of the dacoits
by their own . It is not
merely the surré s there is
also the sequelae, the légal pro-
cesses which must follow, and
which bristle with  difficulties
and contradictions. The Gav-
ernment has to reckon with this

too, and was, therefore, more

than ever anxious to reduce s
own association with the sur-
repder ceremonies to the barest
minimum. All this is demon-
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Fialc ceremaony

ayaprakash Na
central figore, E
took place here was
lated 1o impress the
while on the ong
dacoits had repented, #nd were
eager 1 return to peaceful and
civilized ways, on the other the

le were willing to receive
?I::Dg without c:ghmsmm
or hostility.

Eﬁ'ﬁ: the Sarvodaya peace mis-
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n all this represents a suc-
cess story. And the leader, Mr.
Jayaprakash Narayan, deserves
high credit for the achievement.
At the same time, there is no|
necd to over-state the capabili-
ties of Sarvodaya in general. |
or the very success of the |
ace mission also, it seems to
s, serves to emphasize the
Himits within which an opera-
‘tian of this pature can vicld
Iresults. Conditions have fo be
favourable, and this is rare.
The point af isste must be a
simple one affecting a well-
defined area; the men concern-
cd must be the fight sori; and
there must be a common desire
on both sides, prompted, may
be, by obijective factors, for a
maclys videndi, In most cases |
the men are already. for some
edsons or other, open to con-

ion. In this situation the
ionary’ acts as a catalyst,
an agreed arfangement is
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