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My desr Rsjaji,

- Yoo w#ill reeall lasf two let*érs regard Go.
the polnts made by me sbout the Swetaners Party ow ol
decluring iteelf in favour-of « separsts stetenced ro:lgoa. "y
Froa your I felt that you vere sympathetie tovards that
idea. So, with your bleesings and Mr: Nimoo Nesanl's advioe
we huvb-gent & fe sorkers of the Party to-help the Unite.
Goans during the ¢lections. Mr. Medhu Hehts was sleo there
for s waek and & coamld@rable amount of spede~+ork hud boen
done and good groand orested amongst the Unitel Coaam for
the “Swatartrs Farty. They were made to feel that they were
part of the-Ssatuntrs Purty and our‘workers wers made to fesl
by thea thut they were with us. Upte & couple of days before
your stutement Medha and I have-had Iong discussions “ith
Dr. Jack Siqueirs, the President of the United Jouns trying
to sork out & modus operundi for & merger.

“= whe main obmsession +0 the United Goana and for that
matter with*half of the Goan population ts that Gou-should
be“a meparate atate.” Tovarda that ead, they «ill stop &t
aothing. Thia pu*a the United Qosna in & wery vulnarable
position. They o=n bde bargsined . .ith Wy or mude fo
bhang around indefinitely. Had they #on & clear majority
in~Gos, I for one have no doubt that théy would huve merged

tth us beosuse they would huve vindlostod thelr stund on
statehood and sould*have been fel+ Iree to muke fheir 7
idedlogiosl “home with us. Unfortunstely for us the resals
of“the slection hes introduved a-very ugly fastor into the
pituation where on the one head there is no olesur verdiot
in fxvour of merger and-on-the other hand‘the sspiramts of -
atetehood huve beem left at the merey of the Cemtr.l Government.

“  Evea s elesr-cut elegtion verdlet in favour of merger
with Mahsrushtrs -ould have*helped us because it would have
subdued the mapiration of stutencod sad “ould have cpenad
the gvenues for an ideologleul merger «ith us.

ithin“the framework of various tensions desaribed
sbove your statement, in 'Swarajya' shich has been quoted®
by the 'Hindustun ™imes' hsas put 0s out on & liups ...lr-l't u
from emberragoing ues it has made the United Goans L thit
we hove gtabbed them in-the back., HNeving helpel them during
the-election théy feel that the Swatasntra ?-.r.:{ has
in-their understanding. I met Dr. Siqueira efliy on
return from Delhi. He is an extremely well-balamced and
thorough gentlemén who has uaderstood your stufemant in
its cortect light and perspective bdut was constyulned ¢o
rmnmtmweouhhumhuw-nnﬂ.m- ,
disapoointment and anger in vurying degrees.



