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from Keesing's Contemporary Archives.
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and 8 of 1940 in the British Parliament:

May 7
(Notes and extracts from Eﬁgﬂigﬁl§_§°ntemporatx_Archivgg)

Southern
Following Chamberlain's lengthy defence oﬁ\?onduct ofkrar in Sou

NorVE:? -

gr. Attlee (Leader of the Opposition - Lab.) said he thought the Prime
Minsiter's tone on lMay 2 was over-optimistic and that of Mr.Chur&ill “es 1
far too optimistic. The P.M.had said on May 2 that the balance of advan—
tage lay with the Allied Forces, but it was diffiq#ult,in the 1ight of
‘Eventa, to say that this campaign had been so far to our advantage.

To-day the P.M. had struck a rather different note — a good deal more d%

a note of excuse and explanation,

"No one wished to give any handle to the enemy but the House had a

duty to the mation to examine the events which had occured". "We are

’ not afraid to face facts* he said, "This is a reverse"

" ..eses I have stories of boys, quite yoﬁ?’sent sut without any train-
ing. Older and more experienced men ought to have been sent. What
information had we through our Intelligence Service asbout the pending
\invasion of Norway? It is unbelievable that in Norway and Denmark

elaborate preparations ~ver so many months could have passed without
indication. If we did get the intelligence, was it properly used?"
|
4 The gravamen of his attack on the govt. was that there was not suffi-
cient thinking out of plans beforehand, not adequate intelligence, and
not the necessary concentration on the essenti;t; objectives, He was
NOT satisfied with the present war cabinet #as en efficient instrument
. for conducting the war. The govt. was blind and deaf if it did not
realise that there was widespread anxiety in the country.

o —

People were
saying thatthose mainly responsible for the conduct of affairs had an

almost uninterrupted career of failure. Norway fg};cwed Czéﬁg—SIOVakia

and Poland. Everywhere the story was 'too late'? "Mg. Chamberlain"
he concluded "talks about missing the bus.

| Missed all peace buses, but not the war bus.

He and his associatesa have

In this life-and-death
struggle we cannot afford to have our destinies in the hands of failure
and men who.need a rest." 5

Mr. Sinclair (Lib.opp) considered the Rovt.was right to act on the

a
advice of their experss to evacuate Southern Norway. The criticism must

h .
e directed to the question why we ever got into a position in which
“ua had to accept defeat in Norway ....
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on should be a smaller war
tevsess Ine first step towards adequate rep=zrati

n
cabinet free from departmental responsibilitiies®.
for
Con.) said that the whole conduct of the war uptodate called

t v te~ a
onn have a supreme war directora
we must 8

Mr. Am

earching inquifb'.? AT
;andful of men, free from administrative routine, to frame policye.

important whe govt. must be able te draw on the whole abiliti:s of t;:
nation sseses the time had come fxmz for a ?eal ni:}gfal gov ...;.too
would quote with great reluctance Oliver Cromwell ®¥-— "You have sa .;One
long here for ood you are doing. Depart, I say and let us have

with you. In the name of God, EQE///’

On resumption of debate on May 8,‘Hfrbert Morrison (LEB) strongly critici-
sing the govtf'géid that the P.M, seemed conscious of short-comings on the
part of govte.... yet, he wondered whether the govt. took the business
geriously as an essential part of operations or just as a demonstration to
protect themselves from criticism.

sssssBefore and during the war the whole spirit, tempo, and temperament

of at least some of the Ministers had been inadequate and unsuitable, in
particqﬁ4¥, the P.M.,the Chancellor of Exchequer and Secretary for Ain

Just as in the conduct of diplomacy they had lacked courage, initative,
imagination, epsychological understandin;, liveliness and self-res t, so
they had lacked these qualities in the conduect of the war too.,fﬂQB::ared
that if these men and other remained in office we ran a grave risk of losing

this war. The issues were too great for us to risk 1oain§5t by keeping in
office men who had not shown themselves too well fitted for the task.

«++ Because, in view of the gravity of these events the House had a duty
and every member had a responsibility to record his Judgment upon them,
they felt they must divide the House at the end of the debate.

Aﬁ%his stage Chamberlain intervened: "As head of the govt. I accept the

Primary reazﬁnsibtlity for the actions of my govt.

and my colleagues will
accept thei esponsibility too.

But it is grave not because of any
personal considerations - because none of us would desire to hold on to
office for groment longer than we retain the confidence of this Mouse -
but because it is a time of national danger. I do not
cism, but I gsay this to my friends -~ and I have
that no govt. can prosecute war efficiently unless
mentary support. I accept the challenge.
us and who is against us,
lobby to-night"

seek to evade criti-
friends in this House -
it has public and parlig-

At least we shall see who is with
I call upon mv friends to support us in the




: "Mr. Chamberlain undigtedly app¥ealed on a question which
is a great national, Imperial and world issue, and said "I have got my

fri n, It is not a question of who are the P.M.'s friends. It is a

far bigger 18su€....... He (Chamberlain) has appealed for sacrifice.t,The f
netion is prepared for it so long as it has leadership. I say now, ﬂ%emﬂly,'
that the P.M. can give an example of gecrifice, becaus ere is nothing

that wuulﬁ contribute more to vietory in this wad”thailfhe P.M, should

sacrifice the Seals of office."

m‘dﬂilyod George

Buff Cooper (Con} said‘%e had urged the formation of a National Govt.

Mr.
.P;I;elfthe fi:%j;defeat:- the defeat of Munﬁcg. More than ever was the

to maccept the responsibility bewause ti was unwilling e to accept

a certain leadership. ile he regretted the division, he regretted still
more the interventidn of the P.M.when he sppealed to the affection of his
friends. "It would ohly be with the deepest reulctance and regret that

I should vote against a govt. led by him. But in the time of war the issue
is too urgent. With the deepest reluctance I sh=11 be obliged to signify
the' lack of confidence that I feel in the present administration by going

’need today. t was not right to taunt the position with unwillingness

into the lobby against it"

Defending in leng'h Churchill concluded with a referecne to the vote of
censure: "I#Beems to me that the House will be absolutely wron= to take such
a grave decision in such a precipitaﬁi’ﬁ'manne; +sseelt i8 ungenerous and
unworthy of the British character to turn in guoment of difficulty without
the process of grave debate which should be taken. I am not advocating

an end to controversy, bgt let pro-war feuds die, let personal ouarrels

be forgotten, let us keep our hatreds for the common ENeMYeoooso™

Q
On the division for the_gﬁ}oi for the adjournment on which the debate
had taken place and on whicﬁtfabour Party had decided to challenge

govt. the voting was: the zexex

For adjournment: 281 *
Against 200 - 139+ Tab
34 = Con
16 Lib
4 TLib Nat
4 Ind
2- Nat Lib
L Gom .

(Manchester Guardian)
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Followin, e severe criticism of the goet. in the House of Commons on
May 7-8fhe demnds raised by members of all parties for a dastic recon-
structibh of the cabinet, Mr. Neville Chamberlain resigned the premiership

on May 10 and was succedded by Winston “hurchill.

In the early morning of May 10, after the news of the Germen invasion of Hol-
land end Pelgium, the executive committer of the Parliamentary Lsbour Party

igssued the following declarationt
"rThe Labour Party, in view of the latest series of abominable aggres-—

sions by Hitler, while firmly convinced that s drestic reconstruction of the
govt. is vital and urgent, in order to win the war, reéffirms its determi-
nation to do its utmost to achieve victory. It calls upon all its members
to devote all energies to this end"

The same afternoon the Labour Party Executive Committee mmeting at Bourne—
mouth for, the annual Party Conferencepssued the following statmment:

/ "The National Executiyve of the Party have unanimously decided to

take their share of responsiblity as a full partner in a new Govt, J unéder A—
new Prime Minister which would command the confidence of the matidn" ’///z

Mr. Attlee , Mr. Greenwood, the leader and Dy.leader of the Labour Party
returned to London from Bournemouth and had consultation first with Mr.
Chamberlain and then with Mr, Churchill. At 6 P,M. Mr. Chamberlain formally
tendered his resignation to H.M. the King . It was learned that, following
the voluntary relinquishment of the premiership by Chamberlain,the Labour
leaders had withdrawn théir objection to his inclusion in the new Govt,
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Inner war cabinet of five members:

Prime Minister and Minister of Defence: Mr. Winston Churchill (Conaefvative)

Lord President of the Council ¢t Mr. N.Chamberlain
Lord Privy Seal ’
(Subsequently on May 18 appointed

Deputy Leader of the House) Mr. Clement R.Attlee (Labour)

g1 Ceon)
reigsn Secretary Lord nmlifax (
FHinio sgﬂ' without Portfolioe FR.Arthur Greenwood (Lazbour)
(Architald Sinclair, leader of the Liberal opposition was ajppointed the

Secretar; for Air).

The ofiicial announcement added that the leaders or the three parties partici-
pating in the new govt. whether members oi the war cabinet or not, woula be
consulted wh¢n questions arose affecting the general character and aims of
the govt. including the conditions of peace.

Dr._ Lees-smith (Lab) —— W ,afﬂcnw

P.Harris (Opy Lib)
Maxton ( IiL.P.)
ang .L.J.H%od George ( Ind.Lib)

-

spoke on the motion of confidence in the new
government .

On May 17. a letter was addres:zed by the Prime Minister to Chamberlain

wherein Mr. Churchill stated that as the head of a2 National Government

he felt it would be better if he did not undertake the leadership of any one
political party and expeessed the hope that Ma. Chamberlain's leacership

of the Conservative Party would remain undisterbed by the change in Premiership.
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Some other interesting events:

Sept.8,1939. ~ The Labour Party had appointed several of its members

to act as liasion officers between itself and govt. departments. They wil
meintain close contacts with the Departments in order that the Opposition
may be kept constantly and adequately informed of the situstion.

e.2., Alexander — Admiralty; Dalton - Air Ministry etc.) (3719)

An agreement between the political parties not to contest any by-election
during the war was announced on Sept 8 -~ the Party previously holding the
seat being allowed to nominate the new candidate without oppostion.

— Daily Telegraph (3723)

Mr. Chamberlain in his reply to Hitler's Reichstag Speech rejected the
German 'Peace proposals'. Mr. Chamberlains rejection of peace proposals
was warmly welcomed by all quarters of the House. Mr. Attlee , leader

of the Labour opposiiton declared that to accept the propsals put forward
bv Herr Hitler would be to"CONDONE CRIME AND TRUST THE CRIMINAL"




