Dear Prime Minmister,

I am appalled at press reports of your speeches and inter-
vievs. (The very fact that you have to say something everyday to
Justify your action implies a guilty conseience). lavirg
mugzzled the press and every kird of public dissent, you contirue
with your distortions ard untruth witux without fear of criticism
or contradiction. If you think that in this way you will be able
to justify yourself in the public eye ard damn the Opposition te
political perdition, you are sorely mistaken. If you doudbt this,
you may test it by revoking the emergency, restoring to the people
their fundamental rights, restoring the freedom of the press,
Teleasing all those whom you have imprisoned or detzined for mo
other cifme than performing their patriotic duty. ™ ne years, Madem,
is rot a short period of time for the people, vho are gifted with a @
#ixth sense, to have fourd you out.

The burden of your song, as I have been able to discover, is
that (a) & was a plam to paralyse the governmert, (b) that
one person had been trying to spread disaffection amore ths ranks
of the oivil ard military forces. Thess Ses to be your major
notes. Put thare have been alsc miror notes. Ewery rov and then
you have been doling out your obiter dicta, such ss the mation
Deing more important than demooracy and about the suitability of

gocial demcracy to India, and more in the same vein.

As T am the villain of the piece, let me put the Fecord straighl
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About the plan to paralyse the governsent. There vas no such
plan amd you know {t. Let me stats the facts.

Of all the States of India it was in Bthar slony vhere there
¥as t people's movement. But there too, according to the Chief
Hinister's many statemerts, it had fizsled out long ago, {f 1t had
ever existed. But the truth is— ard you should kmow if your
ubiquitous Intelligence has served you right— that 1t was spresding
ard percolating deep down in the countrysides Until the time of
my arrest "janata Sarkars™ vere beirg formed from the willape
upwards to the Block level. Later on, the process was to be taken
up, hopefully, to the district and State level.

If you have cared to look into the programme of the gxk jamata
sarkars, you would have found that for the most part i1t was
constructive, such as: regulating the public distribution systenm,
checking corruption at the lower levels of administration, {rple-
merting the land reform lavs, settling disputes through ths age-old
custom of conciliation and arbitration, assuring fair deal to
hari jans, curbing such social evils as tilak and dahgr, etc.

There was mothing in all this that by any strech of the {magimation
could be called subversive. Only whers the Jamata sarkars wers
solidly organised that such programmes as ron-paymert of taxes Wers
taken ups At the pesk of the movement in urban areas an attempt vas
made for some days, through dharra ard picketing, to stop the working
of povernment offices. At Patma whengver the Assembly opened
attempts were made to persusde the Members to resign and to prevent
them peacef™lly from poing in. All these Were calculnted tm
progranmes of civil disocbedience, arnd thousarmds of men and vomen

were arrested all over the Statas.



il

If all this adds up to an attempt to paralyse the Bihar govern-
Rert, well, 1t vas the same kind of attempt as was made durine the
freedon strurgle through ron-cocperation and satysgraha to paralywe
the British government. But that vas a government estadlished by
foree, whereas the Bihar government armd legislature are both consti-
tuti8rally established bodies. what right has anyone to ask an
elected government amd elected legislature to go? This is one of
your favourite questions. But {t has been ansvered umpteen times by
Competent persons, including well-krown constitutiomal lawyers.

The srever is that in a democracy the people do have the right to
ask for the resignation of an elected government {f it has gomne
corrup® and has been misruling. And if there is a lepislature that
persists {n supporting such a government it too must po, so that
the people might choose better representativas.

But 4{n that case how can it be determined what the people want?
In the usual democratic manner. In the case of Bihar, the mammoth
rallies and processions held in Patma, the thousands of corstituency
Heetings held all over the State, the three-days' Bihar bamdh, the
memorable happenings of the 4th of Yovember amd the "larpest ever®
meeting held at the Oandhi majdan on ‘ovember 12 were a convincing
measure of the people's wille And what had the Bihar government
ard Congress to show on their side? The misersble counter-offensive
of Yovember 1€, which had been master-minded by Shri Rarooah ard
on which, according to relisble reports, the fantastic sum of 60 lakhs
of rupees wWers spert. But if that was rot conclusive encugh pxwf
proof, T had asked repeatedly for & plebiscite. Put you vers

afraid to face the peoples

fhile T a7 on the Si1har movement, let me mertion Amother

{mportant point that would illumne the politics of such a type of
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Tovement. The students of Bihar did mot start their movement Just
Off the bat as 1t were. After formlating their demands at a
Conference they had met the Chief Min'ster ard the Blucation M mister.
They had had seversl meetings. But unfortunately the inept and
Corrupt B'har government did not take the students sericusly. Then
the latter ghersogd the Assembly. The sed events of that day
Precipitated the "{har movement. Even then the students did not
demard the resignation of the Mimistry rnor the dissolution of the
Assenbly. Tt was after several weeks during vhich firhng, lathi
Charges and indiscriminate arrests took place, that the Students®
Action Committes felt compelled to put up that demard, It was at
that point that the Rubicon was crossed.

Thus in Bihar, the government was given a chance to settle the
issues across the table. Yone of the demands of the students was
unrgasonable or non-negotiabla. But the Bihar goverrment preferred
the method of struggle, i{.e., urparalleled repression. It was the
samg in UsPe In either case the governtsnt rejected the path of
negotiation, of trying to settle the 1ssues across the table, and
chose the path of strife. Had 1t been othervise, there would have

been no movement at all.

T have pondered over this riddle: why 414 mot those govermments
act wisely? The conclusion I have arrived at is that the main
l:m-dl. has been corruption. Somehow the governments have been urable
to deal with corruption in their ranks, particularly at the top level:
the Mimisterial level itselfs. Ard corruption has been the central
point of the movenent, particularly corruption in the governnent

ard the administhation.
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Be that as 1t may, except for Bihar there vas no movement of
1%ts kind {n any ather State of Indtia. 1InU.P. though satyagraha
had started in April, 1t vas far from becoming a pecple’'s movement.
In some other States though strugrle committees had been formed, there
Seened to be Mo possidility of a mass movement anywhere. Ard as the
feneral glection to the Lok Ssbha was drawing near, the attention
of the Opposition parties was turned more tovards thy coming
electoral struggle than to any struggle involvire civil disobediences

Thus, the plan of which you speak, the plan to paralyse the
govermment, {8 a figment of your imagination thought up to Jjustify
your totalitari{an messures.

But suppose I grant you for a mirute, for argument's sake, that
there vas such s plan, do you horestly believe that your eratwhile
colleague, the former Deputy Prime Mimister of India, ard Chardra
Shekhar, a member of the Corgress Working Committee, were also »
party to it? Then why have they also been arrested and many others
like them?

%o, dear Prime Mimister, there was mo plan to paralyse the
government. If there was any plan, it vas a simple, {nmocent Ard
short-time plan to contirue until the Supreme Court decided your
sppeal. Tt was this plan that vas announced at the Ramlila grounisy
by anaj! Deshmukh on t'e 26th June and vhich was the subject mtter
of my speech that evening. The progranmg was for a sglected mmber
of persons to offer satysgraha befors orfear your residence in
support of the demand that you should step down umtil the Supreme
Court's judgment on your appeal. The programng vas to cont!me
for seven days in Delhi, after which it was to be taken up in the
States. Ani, as T have ssid above, it vas to last only until the
judgment of the Supreme Courts I do rot see vwhat {s subversive or
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dargerous sbeut it. In a democracy the citizen las an inalienadle
Tight to civil disobedience vhen he firds that other channgls of
Tedress or reform have dried up. It goes without saying that the
Sstysgrahi willingly irnvites ard sccepts his lavful punishment. This
is the rev dimerwion adied to demvcracy dy Gardhi. What an irony
that 1t should be obliterated in Camihi's own Tndial

It should be moted— and it 1s & very important potnt - that
even this prograse of sstysgraha would rot have occurred to the
Opposition had you remained content with quietly clinging on to your
office. But you did mot do it. Through your henchmen you had
rallies and demonstfations organised in franmt of your residence
begzing you rot to resign. You sddressed these rallies ard justi-
fying your stand sdvanced spurious arguments and heaped calumny on &
the head of the Opposition. An effigy of the Figh Court Judge was
burnt befors your residence and posters sppearsd ‘n the ity
sugresting scme dind of link between the judge ard the CeTeAs When
such despicable happerirgs vere taking place every day, the Opposition
had no altermative but to counteract the misehiefs And how d1d 4t
decide to do {t?7 Yot by rowdyisam dut dy orderly sstyagraha, self-

sacrifice.

It was this "plan® ard not any {maginary plan to paralyse the
govermment that has arcused your ire and cost the people their
1iberties snd dealt s death-blovw to their democraey.

Angl why hag the freedon of the press been suppressed? Yot
because the Irdian press wvas irrespomsible, dishonest or anti-
government. In fact, novhere, unier comditions of freedom, 1s the
press more respSnsible, reasonsble and fair thanm it hag been in
frdia. The truth {s that your anger agsinst it vas aroused becmuse
on the question of your resignstion, after the Pigh Court's Judgmert,
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Some of the pspers took a line that was highly urpalatable to you.
Ard vhen on the morrow of the Supreme Court Jodgment sll the metro-
politen pepers, {reluding the wavering Times of India, cang out with
Vell-reasoned and forceful editorials sdvisirg you to quit, freedom
of the press becans too mich for you to stomach. That cooked the
goose of the Indian press, ard you struck your desdly dlow. It
stagrers one's imagimetion to think that so vslusble a freedon as
freedom of the press, the very 1irs-breath of demoracy, can bg
smuffed out becmuse of the persormml pique of a Prime Mimster.

You have accused the Opposition of tryirg to lover the prestige
ard position of the country's Prime Mimister. T™ut in reality the
boot 13 on the other lag. %o one has done more to lover tha positiom
and prestige of that rrent of”{ce than yourselfs. Can one ever think
of the Frimae Minister of a democratic country vho canrot gven vota
in his parlimment bacsuse he has been fourd guilty of corrupt
slectoral practices? (The Supreme Court may reverse the High Court's
Judpment ~ most probatly it will be in this atmosphare of terror-—
tut as lorng ms that is not done your guilt ard your deprivation of
Jour right to vote remain).

As for the "one person® who is supposed to have tried to sov
d1saffection in the armed aml police forces, heleries the charge.
A1l that he has done {s to make the @en and officers of the Yorces
consci{ous of their duties and responsidilities. Whatever he has
said i{n that conmnection is vithin the law: the Comstitution, the
Army Act and the Police Act.

5% much for sour major poimts: the plap to paralyse the yovern-
ment and the sttempt to sow disaf<ection in the armed ard police
forces. Tow m few of your minor poirts erd obiter dicta.

You are reported to have said that democracy is mot more
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important than the mation. Are you mot presuming too maech,
Yadam Prime Mimister? You mre mot the only one who cares for the
netions Among those whom you have detained or imprisoned there
Are many who heve done mich more for the mation than you. Amd
everyone of them is as good a patriot as yourself. So, please do
tot apply salt to our wourds by lecturing to us sbout the mation.

Horeover, it is,false choice that you have formilated. There
13 m ehotlce betveen democracy ard the nation. It was for the
good of the mation that the people of Tmdia declared in their
Constituent isseubly on the 26th “ovesber, 1949, that "ie the
people of India having solemnly resolved to corstitute Imdia {nte
A Soveraign Democratic Republic sesss give to curselves this
Corstitutior”. That democratic Corstitution canmot bde changed
into » total{tarian ons by A mere ordimance oF & lav of Parliamant.
That car be done only by the peorle of Tpiia themsglves in thair
new Comstituent Assembly, especially elected for that specific
purpose. If 7.,L2c 5 Liberty, BSmality and Fraternity have
rot been rerdered to™ll 1ts citizens™ aeven after a quarter of a
Century of stgnming of that Cronstitution, the fault is not that of
the Constitution or of democraoy but of the Corngress party that
has been it power in Delhi all these years. It is prevcisely
becmise of that fatlure that there i{s so much urrest smong the
people and the youth. Repression is mo remedy for that: On the
other hand, 1t only compounds the failure.

T, no doubt, see that the papérs are full these days of reports
of nav policies, nev drives, shov of nev enthusimssm, Apparertly
you are trying to nke"ffor lost time, that is to say, you are
maline a show of doing here ard rov Wwhat you failed to do in

nne years. Dut your twenty points will go the same Way as your



ten points d1d4 amd the "stray thoughts®. Put T Asfure you this
time the people w11l mot bo fooled. And T assure you of arother
thing too: » party of self-secters nnd spineless oprortumists amd
Jee-huzura such as the Corgress, alas, has decome <an never do
Anything worthwhile. (™ot all Corgre=smen are such. There are quite
8 fow exceptions, such ms those who have been deprived of their
PArty mgmbership anmd some of then their freedom. So that according
to the dharma of totalttariamisn, theme could he m criticism even
Within the party.). Thare will ba a 1ot of propapanda ard make-ado
on paper but on the pgrourd level the situation will rot change the
least. The condition of the poor — amd they are the grast majority
oever the greater part of the coumtry-- has been worsemirg over the
past years., It would be ermough 1f the dowrward treml vere arrested.
But for that your whole approamch to politics ard ecomomics will have
to charges

T have written the sbove in utter frankness without mincine words.
T have dong 80 mot out of anrer or 20 as to get even with you 1n vo-rds.
%o, that would bo & ghow of Tuxhy izpotance: or does 1t show any
1sck of appreciation for the care that 13 beirg takeyn of my health.
I have dona it only to plluo.tht naked truth before you, which you
have been trylng to cover up and distort.

laving performed this urpleasant duty, may T Conclude with a fow
partirg words of advice? You krow T am an old man, My life's work
i3 dome. And after Prabha’s going T have mothine 2rd m one to live
for. !y brother and nephev have their family amd my yourger sister.-
the plder died years ago-- has her sons ard daughters. T have ptw
riven all ny life, after fimishirg education, to the country ami
asked for mothiry in return. So, I shall be content to d48 » prisors

urder your reg!mes



Would you listenm to the advice of such a mam? Please 4o rot
destroy the foumiations w that the Pather of the Mtion, including
Jour roble father, had laid down. There is mothing but strife amd
suffering along the padh that you have taken. You {nherited a
great tradition, mobdle values anl a working demooracy. Do mot
leave Dehird a misgradle wreck of all that., It would take a long
time to put all that together agains Por it would be put together
sgain, I have mo doubt. A people who fought British isperialism
and husbled it canmot accept indefinitely the indigrdty and shame
of tatalitarianisa. The spirit of man can never be vanquished,
no matter how deeply suppressed. In estadlishing your persoml
dictatorship you have buried it deeps Put 1t will rise from the
graves Even in Russia it is slovly coming ups

You have talked of social demooracy. What a bemutiful image
those words call to the mimd. But you have seen in eastern and
central europe how ugly is the realitys Waked dictatorship ami 4in
the ultimate amalysis Russisn overlordship. Please, plesse do mot
push Tndia toward that terridle fate.

Ard may I ask to what purpose all these draconian Seasures?
In order to be able to carry cut your twemty pointst But vho was
preventing you from carrying cut the tem poimts? All the discontert,
the protest, the satysgraha vere due precisely to the fact that you
were mot doing arything to implement your programmg, inadequate as
it vas, to lighten the misery amd burden under which the pecple amd
youth were grosnings This is what Chandra Shekhar, Mohan Dharis,
Xrishna Xant and their friends have been sayirg for which they have
been punished.



-m-

You have talked of ™drift® in the country. But was that S
Sue to the Opposition or to me? The Arift wes because of your
lack of deoision, direction and drive. You seem to act swiftly and
dramatically only vhen your persomal position is threatensd.
Once that is assured, the drift begins: Dear Indiraji, please do

ot ident!fy yourself with the mations You sre mot immortal,
Irdie 18,

You have accused the Opposition and me of every kind of
villainy. But let me assure you that 1f you do the right things,
for iratance, your 20 points, tackling corruption at Mimdsterial
levels, slectoral reforms, etc., take the Opposition into confidence,
heed its advice, you will receive the willing coocperation of every
ore of us. YFor that you need rot destroy demooracy. The ball is
in your court. It is for you to decide.

With these parting words, let me did you farevell. May God be
vith you.

1

S4f- Jaysprakash.

)Aaﬂldr; a 141,_ bﬁ? '.f.',ﬂ‘ L& J
st %y il Ml
Ern Lhabipak = 3l 19) 5

}’p 7’-4. ,.).,.\.4.

e Tk A e 7



