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' .* - endowed with a razor-edge mind an¢ a fabulous memory; a facile nw.tﬁ,: A
- writer of greet “istinction; & born teacher ancd original Mﬁgﬁnﬁ: ey

'ht hes 'hikar further snd develoned uraniwly thet mmw
_men!%guh%whhmﬁnémthmﬂﬁ iahmihﬂ:!
 falling back into ‘barhrin.

A pan of God, a sevant ot deev insightsy a nrofound whnlu-:-mﬁ

leader and moulder of men; a revoluticnary activist on a nation-wide scale;

a bal-brohmachari ~ his is indeec a nersosality of the rarest quelity, “is *3 % <
contributions to snirituel science, nhiloso-hy, socisl science gnd saocicl ¥
engineering bave en originel eac refreshing cuality thet is bound to 5_8. i
annrecisted more and more as the present backneyed babits of thought yield to
fresh questioniog and reasoning. To use traditional Indian concents, bhe is 5‘
rare blend of & Juane-yogin, a dhekti-yogin end e Karma-yogin.

The Bhoodan, Graméan ané the Shanti Sepa movements lpunched and led by

Vinobaji bave attracted world-wice attention. Setween then they constitute

the first stens toweris non-violent sociel cheoge and the reconstruction of
Infian society, ™) that seose they have carried forwerd Gandbiji's unfinished
work, namely, tbe work of builfing & von-violent social orcer.

Bhoodan wes the thin end of the wedge of mon-vielent revolutipon criven
into the beart of the extant feudpl-cum—cenitrlist social order. In a country
where the leng rroblem is ecute an® the lané-mnrn ratio so unfavourable,
nearly 42 lekhs of acres of lend were obteined by voluntary doontions of
which abort 12 lakhs acres have alresdv been €igtributed to over 4 lekhs and
60 thoussnd landless femilies throughout the country.

Gramden carried forwerd the process of non-violent socisl transformation
inasmuch eg it ecteils (a) conversion of private ownershin of len€ into
community ownerships (bj shering withia the village commnity of r small
prart of lend, owroduce, income an? labour, @s a regular way of life; (e)
observance of the srincinle of consensus in all decision-making. Iu' is .
menner Gremdan is attemvting to integrate the community 2ac m_ercie community
cooneration end verticinetion et the grass-root level, and thus to lay the
psyeho-socisl foundation necessary for the establishment of true Gremraj or
Gramgwaraj of Yenchiji's end Vineheji's concention.

Though Gramdan, for the noet part, is still in its initisl stege of
obtaining signed nledges from the nesrle to the nrineiples and conditions _
of Grandan, the pumber of villages in the whole country that bave ?1“7!“ & !
themgelves to Gremésn exceeds the snesmular figure of n bundred #nc tﬂi} ; :
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thousend, or more then 25 per ceat of the total number of villages in ludia,
there are at the seme time bundreds of Gremden villages in the country thet
bave registered considerable morsl and material progress: Gram Sabhas have
been functioning; commmity funds amounting to thousands of rupees heve been
establishecd; nrocuction hes been cdoubled, or even trebled; land disvutes
minimised or elimioated; and the stirit of outual coonerntion created.

While the work of obtaining Greméan oledges continues to bhe the mein
thrust of the movement, in seversl States, steh as 3ihar, Temilnadu, Yrigsa,
kahprashtra and Uttar Predesh, it is entering the second ané erucial stege
of implementation of the pledges mede. Uevelooment-ecousnic, socizl and
voliticel = and building from the village outwerds, is the next stage. In
view of the country's lenguid pece of growth, thig?aglgﬁta:y community effort
in hundreds of thousands of villages is iaveluable. This is & challenging
tagk regquiring a large bend of voluntary workers; A good deal of organisa-
tion, planning an? training; end last but oot lemast, & great deal of money.

Eeening these needs of the movement in mind, enc algo with a view to
bonouring the father of this movement and exoressing our deep sense of
gratitude for ell thet he bas done for the regenmeration and reconstruction
of this country, particularly for the poor and down-trodden, the Sarve Seva
Sangh heg decided to raise & fund to be cplled the Grem Swaraj Fund of
Aupees One Crore to be vresented to Acherya Vinoba Shave ou the tith of
Sentember next, when be will be comrmleting 75 years of his life.

¥e the undersigned teke nleasure in endorsing this Appeal and urge
every one, rich and noor, to coptribute his mite %o the Yond. e are

hapoy thet the President of India, Shri V. V. Giri, bas agreed to be the

Patron of this fund.



