My dear Noorani,

Ags desired, I enclose herewith trans
¥r., Masani's Press Conference in New Delhi on
with corrections carried out by Mr. Masani,
refer to pages 8, 13 for references to the Jan

Yours sincerely,

¥Mr. A, G. Noorani,
Bar Librery,

High Court,
Bombay 1.
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¥r M R Marapd: First of all, let a8 vish y.a /,m; 1s m
Lo n fav hours' tize, a hap:y o @ sati:factory Aev pear and
%9 all hope it ol V8 s good oie far cur ecunt lllo.
T thought Ifhn.k:h‘to s Do thoughts with you at this
Juncture. 1%.' far:t themght tr.:t' goucs to me ia that in the
eyphoris nrkcon:rqu _sautom' and,rivsl Congress sesiions

# st Goxdey,the qiestlon whathor the 1uling party has a mandate
to glve affiet to 158 econcale progremnas sppaars to have been
€ evericokel, Foltody 3esmz to have mentloned 4t. AS far as I
ean msic? out, the original mandate which Mrs Candhi bipt !
) from the poepdla in, 1857 hes expirad as a reault of the branu {
x. _ ap of the #ar*y and har losing l/ﬁwm;outy. For the pw.

T

Pl

made st Ibw and alsevhere fhe Qcs no mandste at all to
and -
logisleta or sarry out thosze poilel 4 ,khat democratie pra~tice

, Feqiirss that sho should ge fo the peopla for a fresh mandate. '.
' T/t woura, therefora, like to -aggast that,if she kno/s her '~ &
¢ constitutional Jduty,she wil. dissolve Fariiament and go to tlul
peopl” and got g msndatg. IL she does rot, then 1t is obdoun
g thet she reconiscs that lhf;”dcél not enjoy the mW-ne of 1h.
people and 42 px net prepared to face thnem, I would be it
inclinaed to pgret with her in ltmt.’ My own freling i8 thq.t ifr
‘shp goer to the polls she would be decisively d-fnt-d[-p :.31
pro-ar_t Juneture, -—--‘- | ‘_ . -
I think ner so-called popularity is grossly exag: on-hd:r_

I for coe do "ot think it exteads hpnnd the bigrer dties 'l.nla

-

:rbm \ress, Aven there ay owa ‘1mprouion 1s that her msfnd
N | mm-t eames from two cqual in the c.ltlcl--ul'li i ilat el.u.
h of tuslnessmen woleh wants to make » quick ripe tm
permit-licenceira] and the dther. class 1s what q,nm-ts wﬂ-i
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call th--éfp:u etariat, W ;;:t .

ssetions in tha elties who have baen well-Fnown to support th
Fasei=t partias asd—depmes 1n Germany, Italy and other parts of
the world. I think these are the two classes from vhom real
support unca tn her.

-

m the nesd for a change of government 13 more
S P

than mrmb-emu tﬁi}‘l &S‘uuy of the gountry rﬂurq

i], L
a chanre. rum can be mora dangeroys to the stability

and security of the country than a minority government,
particalarly when 1t depends for its survival on Comsunist support.
I thj.nt _t_ia poses & threat to the seourity and stabliity .f:

the w for 1s this gover ment, in my viev, capable of

dealing with any of the major needs of the country,

I would like to sugrest for your consideration that there
are four thinv¢s wvhiech almost ever:_'pfnu of us would sccept the
country's needs eall for, untlnfﬂrstgff. e clean, e fficient
and prompt administration which 1s at present utterly lascking:
the seeond is the restorstion of law and order, particularly
in Bengal, but slso 4n th;l tulk of the conntry where there
has boen’?nbﬂcauon of 11'.0 obliration to provide law and order;
the thi rd is hard vork snd increasad productionjand the fourth
18 a pragmatic spproach to our problems, fres from 1declogical
emphasis or pre>conceptions, is far as I ean make out, this
government 13 ineapable of providing any one of these rnnr&sitj{"
T

‘ In so far as the cconomic programmes that have emerged
from the Bombay tession sre concerned, they l_iu no snswer to
two of the msjessoy prime needs of the country, one of whieh
13 a stable price level or, ifyou like, @ stable rupge, and the
other is more jobs, more -pl.on-nt to cope with the grovisg
unemployment, Eo far as thrsubu rupes i3 oouornul,
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there sesms to h/ galloping inflation in the lsst fow wepks,

The officlal figures for the week anding 12th ﬂnlﬂbﬂi;@

that there has besn an ipcrease in the eirculstion of curreney

whi--s-eans—tre noo
notes/in the bands of go public has increased Rs,50,.53 erores

during that one wesk, If you take two wesks/ that 1s, the fort.
night mxlkmg 12th December the figure is Rs, 126 crores; t hat 18
to say, more and more currency notes are pumped into the system,
This inevitably mesns increasing inflationary tendencies, « ..

_ApSTWESIng price level, and consequent suffering to the vn;h.

\17[1: for jobs, ve all hum:o that without more production thers

{ canot be more jobs. The policles that have been suggested in
Bombay give no hope of ine reased production, Indeed, all the
policies sugrested are going to petard production inwarions
fields. It{tr:njuc;tin:wt?“ﬂné in one of the dailies of
yestarday a ﬂmd—d:?:‘l’tiuti of the effeets of nationalisation
of industries, all of which shovw no inereased production or
output tmt a loss, which 1s not at all surprising. Secsuss.
jirh.t can be sxpected from a pmy’hhou Fresident makes the
remark which Mr Jagjivan fsm did in Bombay, that distribution
12 more important tha: productiomn? pMistribution of vhat? oOf
something thst does not exist? Can one distribute vhat one
has not produced? It 15 interesting that Mr Jawsharlal lulr:;
while speaking in Katmandu in the middle fifties gaveus tit-
ansver te Mr Jsgiivan Hem when he said "Socialism in » poor
country means aﬂy@stdhtion of poverty".

Pinslly, there 15 § talk of abolishing the fundamsotal
right to property. There csn be no other fundamental right
without f\ri:hr{to property. If a man does not control his
environment he ¢sanot exercise any other fundamental liberty.

]
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In other vords, a pauper 15 not likely to enjoy the rights of

a free press, fresdén of expression, freedom of sssociation,
freedon of nv-ﬁt’ﬁ It 48 only through control over one's
physical uvim-utrto some £k extent thet one 15 able to
operate ss a free llll, as Karl Ihu_ilu;) That 15 why he
vanted the proletariat to Tevolt. But, vhile saying so, he made
& Mg mistake dn coming to,, wropg conclusionf. Instesd of saylng

4 o-,{

774 everyons mist have property, so that sveryone may be fres, he
came to t.lu coul.uuon that everyone must be deprived of his
prop-rtr. ‘l‘l.t,ﬂnnut Congress Party led by the Prime Minister .
wants to !‘ollol:‘ithlt policy At a time when Marxism itself has 2

beecme out of daty. 1 e
£LHC -"

Here I would like to Mnﬂut Justice Hegde said a fev
days ago in Bangslore when he answeresd the suggestion that the
present Constitution comes in the way of progressive social and
ecopnomic legislation, He sald ,13'2" not so, I qu- thng
from The Hindu of 28th December, end I-=omwend—Whte—to-your.
eonsicerationy A
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T think this 12 a vise statement, coming from tha quarter it
Goes,

The motiv: for this gtiack on proparty as a right ecs
only be'the {ntection to take the farms away from the peasants.
Gf all forms of-property this 47 the most vulnsrable oa#”and
undoubtedly you cannot take away & zan' :f four aeres or eight
afires under the present “onstitution wocause the —élﬂl e
commt¥Y will not allow 1t. It appears tc me that the new
attack on ™Mght to property can only be Mﬂc
system of peasant proprietorship which exists in Indle. You
will remember that = similaer attack wos started by Yr Jawshariasl
Hehru after the Nagpur Resolution in 199, That, in fapt, was
the provoecation for the coming into sxistance of my party.
That atteck was beaten back. _MJ’ 8- ms ;:‘ ;.,:(h:;‘ _!:E.‘I.: P
attack 1s going to be revived by another =i sguided sttempt to&
colledtivise all the farms. This 13 the first shot of the
coming sttack on the pescant farms, hovever -mall they mey be.
If that 1is so, we chall certalnly lcad thj'rg_?t".‘.ln.t any
such attempt, as ve led the fight a¢ainst co-gparative faflvf
and 8% we led the f4ght against the Jomtitution (" eventesnth
Amdesddment’ Blll in 1963, {e would 1iks to appeal to the
rural populstion thronghout the, country to beware of this

i Lwv _’7‘{.4. A ar rd
danper and to rise s2gainst .th&‘—mn d wage a au:n-i

—

of the basie way of 1ife in the countryside of & sSmall farmer

™

cultivating his own land.
All this lne¥¥tably lead to the meed for an alternative

goveroment, That alternative ;?timmt is not so far visible,
I/'é&' not m—bi-t‘;y;'t-h.t .y.jflrty esn single-handed do this
e |

job, It will be wise for all other parties to racognise that
in the present politiecal situstion mno sinfle party can do that
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rﬂé@x elng the ,mg:’q-ut. I am very glsd, therefors,

that a strong ;ﬂut ke ftortr.u. m&"ﬁ"m vee ~—
round to the view thli){:m::ﬁﬂlﬂ now hmz;h As f know,
I have been talking of the ers o” coalitdons for the last fow
yesrs. I am gled thet 1t wii} now hnu;-;\lp a ccepted fact,

s reality. There is no demoeratic country/in the world where

one party 1s always in majority. soﬂin‘.ﬁnﬁtm covarmaent {8

s normal dempocratic way of 1ife, In "l‘fnt Germany, Italy,

IlrulL ;c_-nunvlu countrias, in so m? parts of the vorld |
there" aé‘_umut coalition since the ‘wecond }nfoudlv'u and yet
no instability. Therefore, we need not um’lﬁlﬁﬁr'

My .p:nrt.r stands for a combinstion, the coming together of
all patriotic and democratic elements in the country, cutting
seross present party alignmmnts, leaving out the Commungsts Y
lone. The issue 13 not one or'lcnior zruh'i':: These ln&hf
meaningless terms, After asll, all parties accept mixed

AL PP N &

ec.nomy, which Gandhijf mectioned fiftyyears—sge- in Bombay.
The urrormc-\il only on the question of emphasis, how much
of each element in a mixed economy .rnd what should be the
emphasis from time to time. This is something which 18 2
negotiable be tween ,I\./ibornl democrats like mysslf and_the-Soeial
demgerats, There i3 no barrier. It is a metter of argument,
negotiation, rive and take. These economic differences, in my
viev, are negotiable. iwhat is not megotiable is the security
of the country, 1ts indepen ence, its demogratie way of 1ife
under the Constitution. 5o, we want all patriatic and demoarstic
elements to come tonthcn;'--}; I, therefore,wlcome jcharys lr!,pll-=!“
very sane advice, given a}{ Ahmedabad, that opposi jul parties
lik:‘ibppositlon con;rus',g:rn S angh, -LuhbestTe ug_hu-n-t
parties to stop competing with the Prime N:tnlltor in her



adlen
demsgogy. The opposition would do bettor for 1tself 17 1t were
o glve up competing with the ruling party in soctalist slogan-
mongering and engage itself 1n building a ‘lmd-hu(&-utﬂou.
democratic front so that it could provide a clean gover-ment.
de hava been saying alwvays that we would like ta‘ﬂu; together
people on,;w ;L»u n -hot ) . ‘j"’tl!nu nesds of the

Intﬂﬁf‘eﬁﬂ md otne:l.cnt ie;omnt, ;g_t.nutlon of lav and
order, hard work and more hmdusthn:pnd a pragmatic approach
to our economie problems., We think that 1f the parties in
opposition which believe in democracy agree on these four points
or sonthin; of this nature, it should be possiblereven
imnediately . to previde the country with an slternative govermment.

7 Before I end, may I take ﬁ/{alntu to refer to my own
party, vhich hss eleeted me as President for the pext two years”
We are a party of chanze. We came into exfstence to change
the pattern of socialism whieh has been imposed on the country
during the twenty {Efrs before 1950, We, therafore, stand for
drastic change nnd_{;ibcr-tion of the pecple from the shackles
of controls, red-tspe and Lb{;:at:l.m. We agrea with Dr LnM;
irhard, tho nakgr of the Cerman nlhcl_q,ﬂhcn~ho—nllm
_uﬁnu;'u?,zct on an Imnay 1005 thw w;:l: maka the eountry
strong. This 42 the policy of=1thﬂttm-ul~11beﬂ1llntluu
which ¥r Dubshek, for instence, was trying in Czechoslovakis
when héifwu rin over by the Soviet Redd A-ﬂly

Our brt:lc er is free uoupatiuon, rru market economy

plus Candhiji's iuh off steeship, de _hcuwo in the
Jandniag path # social justice, as opposed to theot of Farl
Mo PR, /c‘o stand for mﬁtmis:: 4 de want to modernise this

comtf-y so that 1t 0%‘1?3."‘3 mlc’to the level of the more

advanced countries of r.lu vorld. Taka Japan, for imstanev.
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It t’Lh)n Power No.2 in the industrial world, next only te
the Tnited States. We do a0t 5°» why we shomld not follew that
path, /

° Invt notsl.n:‘h: common with obseurantism, For
instance, Mr rtvz:nru of the Jan Sangh 1s quoted in The
Indlan Zxpress this worning as saying thztzhm are three
glasses n;t: pesrle vwho lm to be bmlht on the path of

tude =nd !ldilnhod-ﬁau of them u{_!hsnn, the sesecopd
is Comm:nists and the thi I am rather int-m to h-r,
are 2of¢ pecple who m.l-i.mu_a., the West Y, O this, 1
presume he meanf the modern way of 1ife. If that is so, T am
;rraid/ he 15 up agelnst quite a mumber of pe-ple because, as
I understand i1t, there are lakhs and lakhs of young men, vomen
and children in this couptry who want ﬁthllf ’?n‘t
to modernise this country. If anyone wants to tuull:thg,/{_&lh,
wants to turn India back from the march towards modernism, he
will find 1t a very difficult tesk indeed, We have nothing
in eommon with th€s state of mind vhieh vants to tum 1ts back

on modernism., We are essentially a pbrty which believes in

B

,'/"' e
&:pmtﬂﬁﬁ,\ mdom tochniques, modern management, modern
Jhn

lﬂuniltntlon,lnd;PltMng up with the rest of the world.

The Hational xecutive and the office-bearers slected
in Madras on the 27th and 28th, 1 find, are a pevw team vith s
lot of young bloody particularly the five Joint Secretaries
that the party has slected to help us, each of them 15 a new
men to the national leadership and a young man. I kno¥ that
they are all dynamic :w:aullI en. This is the-kind of change
thst I would like to sss #he about In the sountry.
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The key-note of the Iblcllj, P of the Jwatantra Party will
be ame=ef dymampen v L O wtcﬂ:*m’

:.i-—l(.

“We b-:l:lln that ..lﬁ"]:.ﬂu politics 15 nov entering a
period ngr ur or movement, —i:’“rhI.qSl period, when 4w - <-

: })&amt . -nmtty of ltmlb’hn?’;u defending one's
position will not do. We will have to show a lot of
iritiative and drive. 5o, the first key-note will be dyma=ism e
nd"'ih- second will be discipline, You are awvare of the
fset that I up ho arg:ing within -rduty for having a
disd.plln:d{ utho!;'er work. su,:o‘( t? has placed me
at the helm of affatrs, I MM sceepted
the ples that I havi-made. If that 43 so, then I expect the
nev sxeeiive to provide full support in putting an end to
the kind of indiscipline which, unfortunately, ve have been
witnessing for the last

year ol two,
1 thyﬁk thiy 1s a1l vhst T wantgd to/say. Tor tm/r.-t
of the ;.lfnt you may put questions. _;’f

y {ends)



Suestion: Tou said something sbout pro uction. »hat sbout
distribation?

AnSwer: \» went the wost equitable distridution of the Truite
of production. ?huq;mé?nhbl: r::l.ﬂw.ii::dh:l besn
schieved in inuustrial'y advanced countries, by .":?&’; 8
of methods, most of which ars f in s11ke
taxation. Then, thers 4 Wmﬁf Lfnn&yru@’ 3
the iloor, which has becn done with zrest miccess in |
“nitea 5tet.u._[§eu:d1naﬂa, fustralia, Yew Zealend,
&wit-unsnf;ﬁlnpn ursl_Bo-or, ‘e belleve thet squitable
distribution is v:ry im; rtent ond wo should achieve it
as @much &8 we can. “ut, while doing so, we must not
«il the incentivos thut le ad to increased production
#s has been done in India during the » st two decades.
©0, distribvution foliows groduction. It is only when
you inersase the size of the can:- A can gitlﬁirwnt
8 5 rger slice. /8 want to uxil:iaa jrodact {op. but

Bloie
w2 Tind that the Marxist Cngress -qt!t’&‘m Communists
ae M content with & emall cake and think of

/ -
distributing /7&s S hohru said, joverty. 4s want a
{ gy e

vary much 1»13.:3 celke S0 that averyone gets 4 bigger
slice. Tlat ds our si-pesen.

Cuestion: How do you exercise distribatione-~by fiscal measures
or by control?

Answer: ¢ went & free market economy coujled tfith ainimua

- v PP = st
control. M uid-tae socizl Fogulation tW
N

ﬂ"\‘__
e esaslitys —shere is no country irn the world with

wore socisl fpnd econsmic swuality t-an the United

(™

Stztes. “hare is a5 country whera thers is more equalivy

- - e

thar Sweder or switserland. All those countries fol o«

8

N
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1ihﬂla democratic methods and they have free market
economf ‘Gupplemented by social contrel.

“uestion: May I drew your attention to vour earlier reaark
that ¥rs. Cendhi hes forfeited her right to be the Frime
Hinister of the country in view of the fact that she
has rot sought sny fresh mandate? 48 the budget session
ie five or six weeks away from now, could you throw a .
little more light on what you will do in the intervening
period? If Furliement is not dissolved goon, are you
going to discuse this metter of bringing down the govern=-
ment with other jerties? What are you going to do in
that airection during the next five or six wecks' time?

Answer: You sre gquite right. 1If ahe does not accept the
plea, then obviously those who belisve that she has
forfeited her mendate and does rot enfoy tha mandate
have to think of bringing her povermment down during
the next session of Farliament and the session that
fol'ows _uft.lr that by attacking her policles te=a=FuiMT...

Luestion: My question was wvary jrecise. The budgst sssszion
is five or six we ks away from now, During this intor
venin- period if she doas not choose to dissolve Farlia-
ment, are you going to force her to do it by discussion
with other opjosition parties? Are you going to do
soms jrejaratory work?

Answer: 4 took over only three deys ago. Put I certainly
say that those uho believe that @ change of governsent

is calied ror}icmﬂ have to n:P concerted efforts to
“ring about & lit;udt on uh-rnfchanlt csn be m"“
about b;,'.f‘"f itrnl 1'l ﬂ‘tldillol "’Tm Juu Lh



‘mestion: Capyou indicate some defini‘ e or Frecise course

of action? i’ L\—
be gl A B
Answer: Since 1 took over only three days ago, t‘t‘.’ {- little

jrematurs for me to mivesny tdea. /o <7 5
Cuestion: How Is the Frime Minister to dismolve Farliament?

It has to be done by the iresident. Is ix the Iresident

bound to accept the advice tendered by the Prime Minister?
Angwer: We have a certéin concept of the dutles of the

iresident. If you aek my persoral view--it is o

constitutional issue and j.th"'. is no question of any

'Lrty having any vlélw'c'l-:::q it--ss a member of the then

Constituent Assembly,l feel that the op,0f the Iresident

to dissoive jarliament is unfettered. Biﬂlmthn

in the matter of dissolving a legislature, both at

the Centrsl and Stite laval, is absolute and unfettersd.

low, how eacn fresident would exercise his diseretion

iz his affair. *“ut, ;E{ninly.::ilrt}n sastern countries

where simiiar conditions exist--France, Italy, Cermany

and so on=-bafore orderin!:jdilsﬂlutiqg;thl Fresident

normaliy tries to find out 13‘? snv other combinstion of

yrties cen form » steble government with majority

sujyort. If there is any such coslition, then he

invites the leader of the coalition to form & govern=-

ment and test his backing in the fouse. 4f there is

no asuch conlition,)giﬁ:hn dissolves Farlisment. I

do not think the Iresident ie & pujpet. That is not

what our Constitution says. But 1 was not refer-ing

to the right of the rresident to sccept or reject the

advice ten ered by the Frime Minister. I was referrring

to the moral daty of the Irime Minister to advise the
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Fresident to dissolve Farlisment.

_;,m-nm You made a reforencs to the ap ech of
¥r Atel Bihari Vajjeyee ut the Fatna session. irs you
suggesting that &t the mowent the Swstantra Farty would

Lind 41 d?ﬂ.n.lt %‘ any t ruck with the Jan Sangh?
ey

v/ M N R Kasani: miﬂf 18 negotiable axcept the security
of the &ut- by Communist infiltration and take over.
The only thing that is no: negotiable is the scourity
of the country and f..'_r.l dafence egainst totalitarian/us.
~taka-gver. Surely, difiererce of apiuion on how mueh
of modernism to accept is & domestic issue. We can
regotiate that ir a democretic way. Sn/it is not aiv
kirnd-of insujerabls barrier.

V/Hr Kamachendran: Do you think that it would be sasier to
negotiate with a person like Mr Bal Kaj Madhok rather
than with Mr Vajpaves?

Mr A R Kasani?® This is not a mattar of personalities; this

/ u a metter of the fundsmentsl approach to prehlems

the two perties., I would rot go into ypersonalitiss.
/.uut.lcn. Juring the course of his speech he lli;fthl ru-rkr ;
that the Swatantra larty 1s amxxffrents a Sedermis ?

'/kir M R Hasani: T do not mow if he has made any such remark
and if so what he meant. I would not take ¥m that
ruaé'k ﬂr:f seriocusly. I would take it as a coapliment.

& gﬁhﬁ-{*- bigpar than a party.
westion: I want a elarification on what you said ear ier.
If the Prime Xinister does not secek dissolution of
farliament, wuld you sugzest that the fresident of

418 own should dissolve Farliament®
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. Answer: 1 do mot think 21. the H'm*- Job, w hen the
irime “inister can rely on tﬁh‘ltr with Commun{st
sujjort. o, is any emergency, the
iresident : 'at a8 lorg as the irime “inister
en‘oys majorivy sujjort.

Luestion: Can the ‘resident deal with farliament in the sime
way as the Governor dealt with the Assembly in vest
Bengsl 7

Answer: In Vest SREL A %zf_,h_ imhﬂﬁ";‘w“ﬂ} 3

it had loat its majorit 1 hu o
reluctance ta fice }.;-11...“. So, 'lnb ._.(m. zm 5—"«

dEmanis of the Frime Minister 1s not & constitutional
demapd but a political d emand.

Luestion: >he has njorlt.r/all L3 “,(_ ol

Answer: Thet is true. But mpwli;:‘g‘)f" :;L'lslﬂ
lojalty from her party, W-hc:hl not have the
majority. Then, leeve aloue the Commnists, pas thare
is the suprort of the UMK, which may or may not be
there in the future. So/'tharn is nothing permenent
about her majority.

Luestion: If you remove the frills and go to the essence
of the economic jpolicy resoiution which the Congress
farty #dojted in Bombay, don't you feecl that there

o Loe- 1" ——
{s wore @tress on-en egal lacinty than & socialist

society? -(/A M T;

Answer: I am not gifted enough tq(dutinmiah the ssseance
from the frills. Put I do mot think what you say is
right. [ think the policies that were adojted in

=

Bombay are the anti=thesis of a wellare society.
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e fow and ﬁ mﬁu
yeo;le snd thers MM bea very litcle laft with them.
S04 1 sm sfraid it is the other waylround, vhere the
common pealle would e sround down for the glory of
those in jowsr, which has been so0 vivid'y deseribed by
D§ilas in his book ‘The Rew Claas™.

Cuestion: Thers 8 a contradiction ir your lt.#.t:ﬁlt.
Yn the ~ne side you 2dait that the "rime “inister has
got the majority in Farlfament. Un the other hand, you
say that she aa 3 minority lea er should advice the
Fpesident to dissolve Farl ismant.

hnswer: 1 do not find any contrasdicticn. I sald that the

c}-

Frime Minister should advise the | rasident to;;mln

*7.1«1-!.{.

Farliament because she has lost tmwt with whiech

her party waes returned 4t the last elections,becauss the

rertv hes now broken into twa. Therefgre, the old

A St )T I At e /Lqml

mendate hsa o xpired; and a new mendate” 18 nesd -:u;; So¢”
L &
she should ask for dissoclution to gt s feesh mundate.

Where 1s the contradiction?

westiont By implication azre you sugrestin; that it is the

Frime Minister's abhmiuts riph' te advise the Fresident

to dissolve Farlisment?

Answar?! Yn the comtray, the Fresident could HIT,’"""I 1

will not asccept that advice”, Hs can @ ¢ his discretion.

1 sm rot here to sdvise the rfreaident on what he should

do. 1t would be presmptucus on wy R&rt to say what
the irosident sho:ld do. He has his discretion which
he should exercise. I am only saying what the Frime

Presdlos
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should do. 1 am not arguing phe constitutionsl rights
énd wrongs, T am ergpuing that political moral ity,
dezgeratic sorality eéFovortmest of the peole dewinds
a fresh mandate the peop’e sre not hahind you.
¥ Ramachesdran: As leader of the Swatantra Farty, wh'ch
would bo grafur? Wou'd you prafar the dissolutisn of
Forligment snd faoing the elactorate or the iresident
exercising his discrotion, o whatever you ca.. it,
ard callinr upon the othar perties, o~ » combinastion o
muc’ perties to form 2n alternstive government?
Mr MR Masani: ! sm not called upon to make a profurence
now. My view is that::"dlilmlutinu of Foarlisment 1s
better than this goviurnment.
¥r Ramuchendran: Woald you be pre fate the alectorte?
Wil a akans Jot
Mr X @ Msssni: Ghviouul&qﬂg lation I ca not refuse
to facs the oleetont-'.’ d
Mr demachandran: 1 think you sgid that the iresident has
abm lute discretion in this matter.
Mr & R #esenit That 18 at ths conad tutional level. I do
not go into tha relationship betwaen the Fresident and
the Frime Minister. ~;mmwﬁp osition
leaders have a right to advise the ‘rime Minister; hut
1 do nat think they have & rizht te advise the Fresident,
Mrs nandhi by
Luestion: [® it vour case that/the resolutions adopted at
the Fombay Conpgress session has gone bevond the programms
put up by the purty?
answer: I find that several new ¢ 1tllnt5 have bsen made

—

. ~
not only in Pombay bat sven 19 8  ie1h1 session of
—
the AICC whare, for instanc , the guestion of Ei\w pursas

‘9
£
wes discussed That was not in » 111&\‘.1 ifesto,
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1 dghot think she has a right to change the Constitat{ion
without going to the jeojle. “here are =o many other
things. Take, bank nstionalisatien for instance. Se,
whgtever is not in the election manifesto, thers is ne
mandate for Mﬁf’

suestion: Would you care to sujjl-ment what you mentiomed
about the economic prorramme’

Apswer: I scid thet ‘eharya Krijelani's advice should be
borne in mind, by which I meant that the old Concress,
Jan Sapgh, SS5F and P51 should ltﬁp trving to cospate in
tarms of who is more ﬁrqrudn wngd redieal and yput
before the country, «s I am trying to do, what is good
for the country, without considering how progressive
or reactionary you lock. T would like the Orgonis:tion
Congress to consider this. It mig 't have made mistals’

in ‘he past, tut it could mend them. Tage, for
exsmjle, the naticnalisation ot/‘innrul-fnsu:g ca .
Asmuming it forms part of the old ;:ronra-:o‘ o!‘;,_""m-
nisation Congress--I do not know whether it was in
their 1967 yprogramme or not; 4t might have been there--
I wonld sti)) sugreat that there is no nead to stick
to it after the failure of nationelisation in so many
fields. Surely, the jarty is entitled to any’“
thourht it will be beneficial to the country, but we
find it is not; nqﬁ/ha have gmiven itwu p". We would
like that kind of apyproach on the yart of the

Opposition Congress.
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‘mestion: Thers ar: some peojle who are arg ing this
qusstion of a fresh mandate on moral grounds. Gy
various kinis of mess enthusiasm it has besn shown
that the Frime #in ster enjoys the suy;ort of a vast
majority of the jeojle. Therefore, thed afoction of
2 eertain nusber of legislators and thei- formirg @
unit.d front in Farliament is not goins to vitiate
this josition of her suj ort froa the mssses 1In
othar words, the irime ‘inister !ﬂl:rﬂ-lﬂ.lliﬂll got
the support of the pecple, over tha hesd of tha
plected repressntatives, on certain vital or controe-
vamiel issues which amounts to a fresh msniste. So,
in the light of that. could it not be arpued that
thare 18 no point in referring to the loas of mandate
80 long &8 the irime mivist r continues to get her
measures t hrough larl fament with s:ch majority as she
cen manage withex or ,‘!l‘lt.hmﬂ. alliances?

nnauar Technically, thar ‘riae Minister in a minority or
t,‘:;f’fhin Minister 111 & minority has s yight to carry

aon 80 long as he can get nhis me: auru through the

it 4-»*.—-‘{-"( -

legislature. Many s time thersau-c—vnin rity govern~
e r:' s L-J-‘ Ly ‘J'-

ment) in ?Pﬂaﬂ?{ 1y harua,r.hara wes & minority rovern=
ment som.it-h{ back. It is pqrra;t;y l.cxit.tmu. It

is not immoral. But when half. é? },.rtf leaves vou
and foins the oppositiony I would imagine that good
parliamsntary jroctice denands that vo: should go to
the peo;le and rensw or refresh vour -mndat.. ncd glve

the jeorle & chanca to decidas uhthark__r’y 3% 3 n'zt”ﬁ

you mm. 1 &m not denying the governrmant t.h- \rlght

to .arry on with Communist su ort.
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Luestion! 5o, you demand 1t bacaues the resant povernment
is reduced to & minority povirnment?
snswer: ind 2180 bectus: shew ants to adopt npow messures.
waestion! If there 18 mid-temrm elactiona, m?f:::-w will come
in majority and there will ‘¢ mora or less the same
position. OSecondly, even though it is ssid that this
covarnment is reduced to a minority, it is having @
me jority in the “Ouse on every voting that is taking
place of at lecst a hundred.

Anawer: lhe sccond question is not very imjortant. The iirst
one I have an wered. Howsingle party today is in @
pol/i.tion to c¢laim majority supyort of the reo:ley nor
18/1%" 1ikely to teke rlace after the elactions. That s

why 1 welcome ¥r Morarii Uesai's lncuat"\’lr't;:‘;‘; 'éul-itlen.f.
becuusSe he wal a very strong oy onen: of ;n;luiong-, So g .
my answer isi"No, if there is an 2lection, no one un;
wili gev a majority: only a ERem combinarion can get
{t. "

Quastiant It is suld sthat Hes Saadhl ia new carrying en with
commniata. AP aftar tha election she 18 shle to form
a governmant in conjunction with some ¥k ftiat parties
end that combination far outweighs the jresent combination,
which would you prefer--the present position or that?

snswer: I do not envisege that. Pecaus: of her ellianca with
Commnists and other “e ftdst parties, after the election
her strength in the Lok Sabha would go down by 50 per cent.
I beliove the majority then would e for the
nor =Mar:ist ;srtiss, pon—sectaFiate. hecsuse jeo|le want

democracy and thetr faith indemccracy is ynshakabla.
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Mr Vajpayeo: How do you visualize the jrospest of the
Opposition Coniress, Swatantra, Jan sangh, iSF and
85, wh ch you say helieve in democrastic values, coming
together and takirg up the challenge which #rs Candhi
and her supporters are throwing’

Mr A p sasani’ 1 think the prospeets are not bed ag ui.

L con only put 4t that way. Until one makes some
attsmptd in et di-eetion it is no good waking any
pronocuncems tas on the ub;wh. 1 wuld say that my
impression is t. tﬁhﬂ— Frosgm cts -should not bhe bed.

it least 1 unuldafhfnk ihat there 18 encurh jatriotism
and attachmont to Juemodracy smong thase jparties to make
guch a thing puui..hla.

Mr Hamechandran® Mawve you hed aigcuszioms with any of the
political les ers cr do you progose to dﬁom 4o

Mr A p Maspgni: S0 far ] have not done it. Put/fFwould he
only netural.

Ex Luestion: Do vou share the sriticisam o/ the Al India
Radio by Corgress Opyosition and some other parties,
the lonpg-standing complaint that 4= gives mora mblicity
to the ruling party and less to opjosition arties”

Answer: 1 am gled you brought up this point, It is a point
which I shos¥ heve mentioned, ® rhaps. We feel very
strongly on this point. 7he essence of dumncrncrd}
free uiseuuion and dhlomn,ﬂzﬁe h-il mentione &

our (tlu.tim. l\anuauo nf i‘h -’; L}#—a{-{ho Sﬂrtantr-
rarty mj‘aﬂ}m:ea u:} t‘&o ublhhmn;r :{iwﬂf
monopoly or ofxif}ll ¢°ﬂtr0* °"r1£;f'“di' of mns
communication. -Uﬁfdﬁirtr }},OI the gl" that the
aluviainn a ll,(ﬁviiinﬂ

-
operation of ']E readcastiney



-—a1-s, -~
shoulu be entrusts:i to autonomous cor,orations and 71:?-‘
other -sdio and television enteryrises should be alfowed

tho-
: a of
the -ﬁ-’;’ @ ainst all attempts to undar

the mnmce of the ﬁ'ty in offic :750 far as

the jress is concerned, our ;osition/is vory ¢lesr-e——
that it should be com;letely free from any rovernmentsl
influence. So fer as AIR is concerned, wo fadds hojed
and berteved that the Chanda Committee report would he
imjlement-d, ‘ut, unfort nately, a major récommendation
made by the Chanda Committes, namely, that thers should
be an autonomous cor,oration for breadcssting and tela-
vision on the iines of the BAC amd in sngland has been
consistently ket éﬁ_'}’ ir Cujral said two dave np%i
this mutter redquires very serious consideration and it
cennot be dona }n a harry. I was amased to ﬂld-p—;‘zﬁ’ )
consldering t.m:,yea 8 have 5.-L ssed since tha Chanda Com-
mittee Ro ort was publish: d. Une shouid have thought
that even for a major matter,this would be enough time

to come to A conclusion.

#e went to go beyond that. W%e want the Austraiisn
pattarn where here is a lr.at-:'tor-v cor;oration “ut, at
the same time, private enterprisa is also allowed to
enter the fisld. Ve think this is an {improvement over

the sritish practice. %o went an Indian counterjart
of the indeyendent “"FC which will o erate under &
1iperal democratic pattern. W%e would be wvery haypy if
the Chanda Committes #e ort is carried out. %e do want
to jress 1t in the coming E.MZE" 1 think the Chands

I Lot @l et oo

Committes ﬁ:c\n; ly vindicsted thekimis=fentinge. .
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expre-sion to dirlig the » st few months.

(uestion: 4o you yrefer a corjorationm or a jarlismentary
. rommittee?

Answor: We do not feel hapyy adout a parlismentary @ mmittee,
What we wirt is the absenteg of jolitical eontrol or
interierence. It may be bet'er to have a nﬂw
commitiee than a Minister. To that extent, it -4 sn
improvement. Tet, I think the answer given in fi;uhd
that there should be a jari famentary coanittse 18 a
11ttle off the traek. What we want 18 no interfsrence

from either Yinisters or Hdembers of Farlisment 80 that
it wi'l ‘e & really indejendent and worthwhile service.
Mrs Candhi's reply to the criticiem that was made that
alhaj}b:‘?—t ujted? for her party |:|u;|:-.«iu"‘wi;"J Mo, it ia
used for govarrnart,u ‘!.’.t. thl da exact)y ?E_dnrn.

ey

It should be used for ml&-un-lim ard rmt xonrnlsm
.drtha trogder sense of tha—t=ra:- o, '- thauld koep
all political infiuence out of the media of mass
communication which %ﬁ%ﬂand to make theh monopolistic,
We want tha TV, radio ﬂul-l the gress to be completely
irdeyerdert and free from any outside inf inence.
Cuestion: The Irime firister h & remarksed that every jarty
has inner confliicta. In that context, last time when
#r Dandeker was ¢ ected irssicent you were opjosed to
that and thers were difficulities. Jo you think that
“noW your jarty is free from inte nal conflliet?
Answer: 1 think gou have got yo-:rtl&il%‘ cmplci.ll, nixed
akar.

Adf e I wes niot "t all aFainst “r '

my own t;omln and I n: t.r
: “-«‘-h, f_,“"u -
e ihlm mbtr.-:
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i nal tnm mont s after the ¢ ection

of Mr Lendcker as guimx Secrstary. —Hi—iw
{rl?m) I resigned on the {smue of & certain
a‘fa%ﬂf breach of faith onAu rart of an imjortant
Strteunit at the time of the Rajya Sabhe elactions in
“arch 1968, whereas Ar Jandeker's slection was in

Decemver 19¢/. -’io/t.m t are uncontaeted, That

L]

resignation 5f mine /I ézlnot regret and 1 think that
the warning that ! sounded seoms ’ ve been windicated
by the tact that tis ﬁ;'t.y h‘;ibged me Lo take charge
of this jost. Indieci;line does not jay.

(uestion: “hat about #rs Cendhi's remark abou' imfis
fnner confiict in thé Jwatautra Party?

Anawer: I am not awara of i, r.l‘ﬂﬂy‘j “rg Gandhd knows
more abmt it! Yy electiszn was unanimous. So slss the
elecvicn of the Lsneral Sacretary. Thers is no conflict
that 1 am gware al.

Guestion: Y:: wart dissclution of Far' iament. Of course,
it should he dore by karifumamx the Iresident on the
adviee of the frime Finister. You bhave put it that she
iz heading & minority govermmant. None of us here
teiieve that the irime Ministor of her own wmld go
to the iresident and sur-~ept. that Varlisment should be
di solved. I think this would never hajren. 5o, how
a~e you 7oing to ensare that she r«aliv goes to face
the electorata?

Answar: The oply way is to creats ions where the

Py L (s
situation in rlnflmnku mach t‘fht gshe cannot CarrTy of.

ruyestion: You mentioned, 9SP, P3¢ snd like-minded parties

cominp together and the ossibllity 18 not bed at all.

taye you not asen some of the inner party conflie®,
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intra- arty confilet, iu the S8/ where Ar Haf farcin has

been disowned by his own jarty? liow can you have alldsnce
with such jarties?

Answer: 1 am not very much concerned with it. ¥e must
create the broadest jossible fromt or combisatisn of all
fatriotic and 4 mocratic elements, cu' ting scross party

lines. I am not bothered about jarty lebels. I want

to deal with human himn.)!m'm .

_these five or stw—geties,( “he majority of the Indian

peojle are nat in any one of thoss jarties. I wint to
apjroach moTa citisens. I am rot talking of Farliament,
let me tell duy I am thinking of a brosd-bessd mational
democratic front in India, not in Farlim«nt, which
would be much big er than these five or eix jarties/
ag theye xist today, because there ara miliions of
people who are not jlodged to anr on} ’&ar’tv. I do
think that the 'm:m-nrt.y a0 lo iﬁ‘{! come into the
front for defenaing t.h;d-.-nncratic constitution of this
country {rom totaliterianism. I wes thinking of
som-sthing ~iFrer than these parties which would provide
an alternative povernment to thia country.

Lyestion: What is your la test psrty position?

Anuwer: We have rloat tr» Mdembers of rarlisment and three
HLAs in l‘éln}db. i wvuld not be able to give the latest
position ol.l_har.d.

e stion? ‘tourv;l the develojment of & nationsl democratic
front you say all is negotiable excejpt some basic th'ngs
and, to that extent, your jarty would ke able to adfust
4n vepard to ~ertain galicy jrogramewes. ‘ut this runs

counter to what you hav- stated at pege 2 of ywr spe=ch

where you say:
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our polic i.-l -
T take 4t that to that extent there i1l be flaxibility
on the jart of your jarty.
o lmi}_t_h;nk is %ﬂg obvious that vmnu you have a
- national '@Jw-\" emergency o1 have to give
take. You may not give up or modify your policsE
you may a‘ree to susyend them.

Ow stion: What is the view of v ur jarty on the jrivy sa?
liow can thera be agrecmant on that be'ween jarties
Answer: The issue of jrivy urﬁnm ot stand in the way

of the natinal front coming inve bhedng., Tt 48 a
-’ tem orary issué which wi | recede in the next fow month .
It 1s jossible that opktonomic mattars my omjhasis msy
be different from '-:tt{'a!‘ the Opjositi n Con-ress or
RDETE
F8F or 55r, All of us will have to 1..nﬂq:~_x_r dogmas .,
it does not mean our jolicies chlnre,u Jée sink our
iifferencas in order to achieve a i:_!nr jurpose
Take Urissa. Ve have the''éxam le of a good coslition.
The Oriesa coa:l it.lan govermment has stgod firm and stable

ﬂ:"ﬂ

in spite of ‘Lh’_l’lljoritf baing only en. Ve haw
ﬂ. o

always baen told th t ¥pr ‘ttles was able "o manaye the L

e |

Pritish ‘ouse of Commons with & ma‘arity of only four. -—*

r/
fhat was jossiblo becauss the Bri ll; z disd jlined
demoeratic people. In urilu, the coalitton rovernment

eould remain stable ard gin,nﬂ‘-’cloan edministration 18
the elections
2 pointer. ve fought/on & limited yrogramme with our

funior partner, the Janata “ongress. ¥e went to the

‘-:

peo; le savir:g tha' we lﬁ poin to form a coalition if
T

wo EEt- tfm majority. we also gave an assuran thlt :-:"’
even if we ggt a clear ujoﬂ.ty singla- hnnhd W"



M"mmﬂuut
mmmtmummu
mm#-una%w l.g’
xmnnu-uuu- that these

economic difierences cen be sunk.

mmm,ﬂrnlmﬂdﬂu,mhth
Sltoﬂlt/ﬂt the country we would be called upon to make
some sacrifices, drop some of cur emshesis on policies
in deference to the wishes of other jarties,
westion: Supjosing éh.‘ communists agras to foin you on this
@i ioum programme?
inswer:The experisnce of the m‘,ér}u of the world is
too jrofound for a student of Communist movemant 1ike

.«.
me to sccept that saggestion.

wuestion: 4f %rs Gandhi agrees to Bave coalition with your
party, would you agres to it?

Answer: 11 “r G-uﬂm?. breaks her allianc: with the Communists
ir P =
and agrees to _an anti-Communist posture, then our

differenc.s uith her :?u.td he negotizbie like our
h .I'L
differences uit.h, FSF or $srL cut that pre=gcondition must

s
ba fulfi led, namely, no m#{;vﬂ'!{r_with the Communist: .

In the end, T wigh you a Mappy New Year,

costra ""!"-Uﬁl ‘rﬁh'*m nﬂiﬁu :'m.

hmmum
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