5 Tels phones {:I?G. Secretary
RECERTION COMMITTEL & T e

I National Convention Against C

ommunalism,
1969 \}

- z::aepuon Committee Fr::ur;mry Committee Notional Convention
irman Chalrman c {
onvenor 142 A
Dr. Tarachand M. R, Shervani M.P. Subhadra Joahi . AZAD SQUARE
General Secretary Convenar Secratery ALLAHABAD-|
B, N. Pande Smt. Rajendra K. Bajpai M.L-A, D, R. Goel

Dated AR=A=AQ10....... ..

Dear Shri W a~ciw~ |
inTgig is toliequ%;ttyou to address the III National Convention

agains ommunalism at we are organising et Allshabad on 8-9-10

February, 1970. v

| Ours is a non-party movement ageinst communal forces. Members
and sssociates in our work include people belonging to warious
political parties as well as those who do not belong to any party.
Only those people are excluded who subscribe to any communalist
ideology or are agsociated with communal partief.

The two earlier conventiocns were held in New Delhi in November
1966, and in December, 1968, respectively. Prime Minister Indira
Gandhi, Home Minister Y.B. Chavan, Bducation Minister Dr.V.K.R.V.Rao
Food & Agriculture Minister Jagjiven Ram, Shri D. Sanjivayya, Shri
A.N, Mulla and Shri C. Rajeshwar Rao were among those who addressed
these Conventions. A Parlismentarians' Convention organised by us
in 1968 was addressed by Shri S.M. Joshi, Shri S.A. Dange, Smt.
Tarakeshwari Sinha and Shri Raj Narayan.

A copy of the report,of our last convention ies attached herewith.
It will give you an idea of the work we are doing.

We are sure you will aprreciate the movement and will find time
to address the Convention, preferably, its inaugural session, on the

b 8th Februery or the concluding session on the 10th.
Contde....2/=
SPONSORS
Sampradayikta Virodhi Committees Secular Democratic Forum

New Delhi & U. P. ALLAHABAD
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REPORT ON SAMPRADAYIKTA VIRDODHI GOMMITTSR
Speech by Smt.Suthadra Joshi

| Respected President, Shri Sanjivayya and friends

I have no intention of Inflicting a speech tn you, I amh

to say a few words about the Sampradayikta Virodni gcmitt&a ﬂh:':; has
sponsored this Convention., 4nd that is more in tne nature of an apology
It has to be so, Ve take pride In bring a peopl. moulded by Mahatma .
Gandhi. Ve are also proud of our leader Jawaharlal Nehpru who gave to
our country a modern outlook and the aspiration to take our Place in the
‘ front ranks of humanity by sharing in man's strugzle against nature and
by evolving for ourscalves a social system that meyY be a model for others

What Gandhi and Nehru aspired for wat not a position of power over others
but distinction through love and friendshipy with poople all over the
world, And all this was an is the continuation <« the rich cul tural tra-
ditlon of this land which we can trace back via Gandbi, Vivekanand,
:;iuénj‘:dgiig ghishti, Nank, Akbar, Ashoka and Buddha to the sages of tha
% G e -

and if despitoc this tradition we have todsyy no cncounter such doct-
~ines of nationalism which would keep almost one [ifth of the Indian pop-
1lation out of 1ts pale and if a small organised yroup inspired by thosg
ectarian ideas should be able to croate a Serise of fear and insacurity
n a sjzgable section of the Indian people, it i= a matter of concern and
nxigty for all of us who want to live up to this zroat Indian tradition,
nat is why I say that it is no cause for pride tiat we aro trying to build
2 organisation and a movumunt which should “ruveit tho possibility of
he Indian people boing put on the wrong path, It is a shame that while
~ur fellow beings in other countrias are roaching tho moon, wa are still
fighting against political scctarianism and social obscurantism,

I have had, I should say tho misfortun., of :isiting most of the riot-
~“foeted areas. And this has beon thé casc »incu 1947 whon Gandhiji came
“0 Delhi to quench the fires of communalism. I cannot claim to be a per-
icet Gandhian in all respects oubt I do elaim “hat 1T have boen affeetod
.oeply by his ideas on'communal harmony and I would consider my lfe worth-
‘1ile if I can make some contribution towards reclising that ideal, It
i: this motivation that has taken me to all place: whare communal troublo
crupted,

When communal riots occurcd in 1961 at Jebb-ipur, iligarh and other
towns of North India, it was a mattoer of great shceck to mo and to many
others 1ike me. Somc of us visited those arcss ad worked for rellef of
the affccted people. It was a shocking uxpori.uc. for us, Loot, arsonm

nd killing is by itself bad cnough, That it shouad be done in an orga-
ised “way by spreading rumours, marking out hoisus as targots is worsa,
Tirough rumours 7nd falsc propazanda the ontir. sciicty is paralysed and
13 communal elements rule tho roast., Thore verc complaints about partl-
ity or inaction on the part of adninistration. .'n all this thoro was a
‘lvor lining too. We met hundreds of peopla uhic "ask,_d thoir 1ives pro-
.cting their neighbours of the other community. hey did it just out of
1iip innste humenity -nd goodness ~nd not for any person=l or politig'-.l
.ward. Wo saw thnt such people, though porhaps rorc pumerous than the
rouble-makers, wors Working only ns individuals, Thedr actions lack
sordination and organisation. So their impact oo the total situntion

5 luss than that of the organiscd communalists. Ihis happPopDs very=
there with the result that the communalists are ai.c to poison tho :
ociety and org-nist carn-agges and the socisty as - wholo gots charactor-

ised by thelr words and doeds,

It was this renolisption that led to the form “lon of tl}c Smp;--.dv
rikta Virodhi Committee in 1962, immoediataly :—{r...;- the ITI u.mur:%‘ oy 7
2loctions, The date of its formation 1s signific- 1t because tho om;:luvr.-_r
is somotimos misroprosented by intorested partics S an olucziogj}n;n i
of the Congress, Amcng its promoters worc paoplo *-'1_0’.?*5,1:“_5. o commg.gilist
politic~l partics cxeluding, of coursc, those who -ra basced an

tontd, , as2f =
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idcologios and wnys of thinking. We are of opinio thay
£ - th

lsolated and shown up in public what thoy nraptha Ic:unm:: ;2%;?.: are :Lm
to be taken in by their subtlec and wily prop-ganda,

: It is p: arly
S0 bucausc, as we have scen organisations 1ikc tho RSS duSnggr%f&va in

tho democeratic procoss of honosSt discussion but in mcthods of camouflage

The first task that the Cammittu. undertook wns to meko :

the ideology and muthods of the RSS which is the main spanrﬁuzdsggdv & .
communalism, This organisation h-s b.en polsoning young minds and sur-
rosptitiously trying to subvert the demoeratic discussien by undornining
domocracy and sccularism through 2 vast and oxpanding nct work of rumour
carcors who Introducc falsc idoas into the stroam of notional conscious-
ness through whisper talks, The Committee collccted this paterinl nnd
_ mide the knowledge about this orzanis~tion availabloe to opinion mnkors
It strossed that the real politicn~l charactor and motivation of the !
* RSS should not be lost sight of mordly bescause it profissus to be aeul-

tural orgonisation. The demand for » lugal ban on it was prussed in
tho Parliamnt and outside becausc of its double-facud, sceretive and
para-military character.

« The Cammittce ~nd its membors have boen active in studying the
causas of riots. Our mombers try to stahd against the mischief makers an._
stop thom as far as possible., Vo have published some studios about riots
swhich have been found very uscful,

Tho Committoe has not been oblivious of the communal, Scctarisn and
‘scparatist trends omong tho minority comunitics. It has noever hesitatod
to criticisc and oxposc thom, But we do not oquate the communal tronds
- in the majority community and thoso in th: minority. Tho fomer 1s morao
dang grous than the latter, %hercas the ninority communalism is suicidal
for the minoritics the majority communalism throatens our voery oxistonca
2s a unitod and freco nation., Alsoc enco tac majority ndopts and asscorts
the non-communal character of Indian n-tionhocod the communalism of the
minority will have no soil to grow., Communalism is cssuntially a result
of fuar complex. Once we rcmove fonr from socicty it will ovaporato,
That is why we lay stross on curbing tho militant and aggressivo posturcs
of the RSS, Tho minority community by the vury fret of its boing a min-
ority cannot =fford to be aggrossive even though soms of its luadors may
make foolish speuchos in aggrcossive toncs.

L
|

This Conferznce has been ¢alled to find ways of meceting tho ideolo~ =
gicnl onslaught azainst nationalism by tho RSS Chiof Golw~lkar, Tho Comm-
ittoo organiscd 1 similar n-tionnal convuntion in 1966 olso, In that
Convention besidos othor things demand was mado thot the RSS and other
such organisations bc banncd ~s thuy posc » dmgor to domocracy, Wo may
logitimatoly claim that we have beon a factor in making tho zovernment
roenlisc the truc nature of the S and it is now buing treatod as a

political party.

The Sampradayikta Virodhi Committ.c is an attompt -t coordinating
tho nctivitics of all those individunls nnd orgrnisntions which cndeavour
to fight out communalism -nd to cstnblish sccul ~rism and ¢ommunal harmony,
'lc have organiscd many activitios in cooporation with sur.:h sister orgﬂnq.-
sations as Council for Pramotvion of Communal Harmony of Galcutta and the
Sgcular Forum in Oclhi,

To promote tho ideas of s;cul-mri;-:m and communal harmony wo organisc
confercncas, symposia, scminars, exhibitions and study groups besi.ics
publishing the litoraturc that many of you might havc, .an _;;xhibit {‘mthan
i Dosh Ki Pukar' which we organiscd in J2lhi in 1964 wns scen by moro - Y
5 lacs of paople. Last Dgcamber wo organiscd in Jlhi o Convention ﬁ s
Obscurantism in which cminent scholars from -11 over thf countrirlpnr vq_ r
pated., We hopoe that this confer.nce which is starting wc‘i_"y wim 151';1\,11;?
1~ndmark and hclp us to evolve ways shereby wo may bc ablc to bul 4
rosistance in the nation against this poernicous tonduncy.



