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Yr, M.R. Masani's BP;i'tmh from the Chair to '
on Saturday , 17th April, 1971, - he General Council in Bombay

HMembers of the General Council, i j
¢ {

There is no doubt that we meet 't a time when we have come thro
eria?m\ for the Party and, if I gay that we have gone thrwghh:o:grd:wn
setback to our cause, I do not think I will be overstating the facts of
the case. At a time like this we will have to muster certain qualities
ve we have. The first of these obviqusly is courage. Now,
of two kinds and will be needed of both kinds. ?hore will
| for courage to withstand the blow, to rededicate ourselves
to our principles. and our fundamentals; and the second kind of courags,
which is equally rtant, is to face ths facts, not to behave like
ostriches who bury their head in the sand because they don't want to face
unpleasant realities, but to face the facts and draw the correct con-
clusions and learn the legsons, however bitter and unpalatable those
lessons may be, :

faith particularly in the_people. wh:lni1
people 'b'ehave in a way that we considor

Secondly, we shall need faith
somet;mu we are apt to lose wh
unfair or unwise.

And thirdly, I think we shall have to
for flexibility, for adaptability to ¢
to our fundamentals. I think if we are a Barty which can show these
qualities, whether it is our Party or some okher Party, it will be able

to ride the storm and come out on top and a Paxty that cannot develop

these qualities willl, I am afraid, fall by the wayside. 1D })

evelop a capacity for innovation,
ed conditions while adhering

There have been some peculiar reactions to the results of the electiong.
One of these takes the form of defoctions. That has happened in many ~
parties including, I am sorry to say, some of our Assembly members in
Gijarat, in Mysore, may be elsewhere. They have defected and left the
Party simply because we were badly defeated. This I say is peculiar bocause
in England, for instance, the Labour Party and the Conservative Party
altarnately get defeated just as badly as wa have been defeated but nobody
resigns and becomes a socialist or a conservative because the majority had
voted for socialism or conservatism ! And Secondly, there has been ths
peculiar reaction of tho business comrunity, not that they have ever

boen very brave or very courageous but it scems that, judging from the
proccedings of the Federation of Indian Chambers of Comrerce and Ipdustry,
whatever fight they had in them has been kmocked out of thom end they have
promised to be good boys and stop.criticising the government and try and

* soo the beauties of whatever is happening.

let us now comsider the nature of our set back. Wo put up only fifty nine
candidates for tho parlismentary elections out of whom only eight got
elected while as many as eighteen, I am sorry to say, forfeited their
security deposits. The percentage of votes polled by our Party in 1967
was 8.68%, This dropped this time to 3.08% -- less than half. Here I
must say that this is due to the smallerwnumber of candidates wo put up
partly because of our membership of the Front, partly for other reasoni.
So the comparison is not altogether fair. Similarly, the numbor of seats
that wo carriod dropped from 44 in 1967 to 8 this time. This again is
not altogether fair because this comes of the British gystem of nloction:
which in India particularly distorts very badly the will of the electorate.
1f there had been any system of Proportional Representation we would have
got 14 soats instead of 8, but even then, you will agres, to drop from

44 to 14 is no minor set back.

the slectoral will. Let me say ono word

h r i e dist i of
I have mentioned the distortion is not as sweeping

by wmy of consolation - that the victory of our opponents
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as is often made out. I have explained that in newspaper articles and
speechess The ruling Party only got 43% of the wvotes ;110&. .and the votes
polled were only 54% of the electorste, Therefore the ruling Farky only
got the support of 23,9% of the electorate or, to put it very simply, uzn
out of four Indian men and women voted for tha ruling Party, one voted

for other parties and two did not vote at all, This is by no meens the
sweeping viotory that is sought to be made out. Actually it is s rather
routine kind of performance,

What is more important perhaps is tha reasons or the causes of our defeat,

Hore I would refer you to the Report I have submitted to you, ladies and .
gentlemen, on the mandate you gave me in July last year in Madras, That

mandate was that, as President, I was authorised to try and bring into

existence a consolidation or union of nationalist and democratic forces

‘ in the country, That was the mandate that was given to me and Rajaji quite
rightly said that I would be judged by my success or failure in bringing

about the desired results I want you to recall his words when he said @

"I shall judge Masani and commend or condemm him by whether or not he

succesds in the task we have allotted to him," In my report I have explained

why I failed because, let us face it, we failed to carry out the task

that was entrusted to me, In that report I have expleined to you how we )
tried to ecarry it out - not only I but my walued colleagues like Mr, Dandoker, ‘
Lr. Cooper and other office bearers who co-operated with me throughout in

trying to do what we dide 1 have explained how for six months we were kept "
dangling by Mre Nijalingappa and the Congress (0). This was due to the

fact that Dr. Ram Subhag Singh, particularly, obstructed the coming into

exigtence of a bloc. in Parliament and he was ably supported by the Ministeras .
of the Congress Party in Mysore and Bijarat, Between the three of tlem they
successfully managed to sabotage something that was very important, that is,

the initiative being taken by us to form an alternative to drive Mrs, G ndhi .
on the defensive and ultimately out of office. k 3

We waited for six months quite patientlye. You might perhaps say 1 why wero you

so patient? I think it is a legitimate question. Well, I wasn't very patientl
My correspondence with Rajnji, which was quite woluminous, will show this. He
constently advised patience to me and Prof. Range’ who was in Delhi with ms .
&lso advised me not to be so impatient. Even so, by the end of November, my
patignce had come to an end. I began to forsce what was coming and on the ,
2nd of December I wrote a letter to Mr. Nijalingappa which was in the natura

of an ultimatum, I said very clearly in the last paragraph that if by the

31lst of Decembor you have not enterod into an alliance with us we shall break g
off all relations with you, we shall take it that you are not serious and we

shanll go our own way, This porhaps had some effect because after that thera e
was a 1ittle more progross and by the end of the month an apgreement was -
reached (in foct 15 days aftor my letter an agrecment was reached) that, by

the end of the month or in the next few days wo would announce the formation =
of a three party Electoral Front with o common programmec bascd on the AICC
Resolution of June 28 and this draft apnouncemont was actually prepared on I

the 20th of December. I romember I sent a copy of it to Rajaji (it is in

my files) saying 1"Thank God, at last we have agreed”, and bo congratulatoed
me. The quostion was whether the next day or the day a;"j:cr or the day after
this en anncuncoment would be made by Mr. Nijalingappa, Yre. Vajpayeo and
myself. Again there was delay. Every day some reason.vas found forﬂpoutpcnf:.ng
the announcement. Ultimately, I sent a telegram from Bombay saying: for God's
sake, announce it before Mrs, Gandhi dissolvos Parliam vi and takes the
initiative finally from us and drives us against tho wall.® Even this wns not
done. Mrs. Gendhi amnounced the dissolution. Again we rwt and at last 1t wms
decidod that on the ¥rd of January this stop would finally be teken.

hiortunately, on the 3rd of Jenuary some very amazing events took place -- a
¥ind of coup d'etat took place in Dclhi by which tho SSP captured ¥r. Fije.
li“&'“PFa_ and Mr. Vajpayce, got us thrown out of the Front, captured ths Front,
serapped tho programmo and destroyed the work of six months. It was an
omozing thing to watch happening from lunch tiwme to dinner tims but it happened
and as ons of the Delhi nowspapers put it & "In sbout four hours of work the
SSP leaders worked like s demolition squad and the grand castle of thé Grand
Allisnco was in tho dust". /
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When I found that this wag happening I sent for two s

who happened to be in Delhi that day - lr. Dahynbhai ﬁ:i"ﬂi‘#ﬂ:ﬂ
President and Mr, H,P, Nanda, our Treasurer. This was about 5 or & O'cloeg
in the ovening and I told them that I was afraid something horrible was i
going to happen. These people were going to back out, force us either

to sign an allience without a programme or to stay out. What should we
do? We all three agreed that there can be no succumbing to this kind

of intimidation and we should refuse to join Mr, Hijalingappe in
surrendering like this. We should stay out. I should ask for time to
consult the National Executive of the Party and refuse to aign any such
statement without an agreement on programme. I mention this to you because
the newspapers, who love to dramatize things, published the fact that

I valked out in a ff. There was no huff because my draft statement to
the press made about midnight had already beon drafted with the help of
¥r. Nanda and M¥r. Dahyabhai Patel at 5 or 6 O'clock that afternoon. Mine
vas a cold-blooded decision of.a political nature which I thought was in
the interests of the country and the Party.

Well, you know what happened. The Presidents of the other two Pirtiecs
agreed to tho demands madp by the SSP and Ram Subhag Singh, the Front was
souttled and what vms perhaps even more sinistor than the taking away of
the programmo was the removal of the word "demooratic". The S8P spokesman
said in their oyes the word "demcoratic" wns as objectionable as the word
"comrunist". They wanted to be equi-distant from the twe Fronts - the
Communist Front and the Democratic Front | The word "democratic" should
be removed from the statement wherever it appeared throe times. I am
gsorry to say that even that was done by our partnors in the Front. I
mot the pross that night and I told them what had happened, that I had
asked for timo,

Now,wo were to havo met in Madras in the middle of January but I folt that
wo must meet quiockly becausc this was a now situation which called for tho
wisdom of the Party to be mobilised. So we callod tho meoting on tho 8th
of January in Madras when mombers of tho National Exccutive werc prosent.
Now, &t that timo my fooling was that if we wont into this Front without
a programme wo would lose the olecctions - that in fact the elections had
been lost by the Front by their action on the 3rd of January. At tho same
time , it wams very difficult to koep out altogether and to go it elone for
roasons that I shall discuss in n couple of minutos. #&nd go Mrs Dandoker,
Dr. Cooper and I put our hoads togother and drafted a resolution for the
Nationael Executive which did three things - first, it oxprosscd its doep
digappointment at what had happoned in Delhi; secondly, it approved of

my action in not going along with it; and thirdly, it authorised mo to
nogotiate with tho Front for an adjustment cf constituoncies - that meant
that wo would have negotiated for the Party with the Front of threo Parties
as a whole without joining the Front, tried to got tho best torms wo could
and thon either made a deal with thom or stayed out altogethor and gone

it alonc., Wo felt that this was the best middle path that we could follow
in tho peculiar circumstances with which we wors faced.

Unfortunately, that third proposal wans not accepteds Prof. Ranga moved
an amcndmont removing this formula saying "we horeby join the Front
unconditionally® and although Mr. Dandckor made a very valiant spoech,
which I remember, arguing against it, Rajaji and tho big majority of the
National Exccutive decided, no doubt with tho best of motives, that at
that particular stage there was no altornative but to go back o the Front
after making our protest. So wo gave in and tho resolution was amcnded
and it was published that we werc joining the Front.

Faced with this, I was called upon either to join the Coordinating Committco
or to got someonc to represcnt us and 1 requested Ur, Dandeker, our Vice-
Prosident, and Dr. Cooper to reprosont the Party at the mogtings of the
Coordinating Committee which wore to atart in Delhi on tho 15th until all
constituencies were adjusted, I kmew from my dealifgs with the other §
gontlemon that the kind of hope that they had that, in three or four days
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time, the whole thing would be amicebly ;sttleﬂ and :

_ we would
to fight the elections was not likely to matorialise, that tt;::: guﬁm
bo long drawn squalbles, constant arguments and delay end I felt that

I could not serve om it for three good reasons - one, that I was a

candidate myself end would mot be mble to st & 3
moré important for me to stay out and wllao:ru:::'mt::;- ":bh:tt: ;::t
because ot that time, on the Bth of Jenusry, we had ationll i
to fight the electi : h e s s Rt
£ ons with; and thirdly I had had enough deslings with
the leaders of the other two parties and had no stomach for any more,
For theao three reasons, I r juested our two senior colleagues to takn
over and I would liks to compliment thom on the very fine job they did .
in the highest spirit of patriotism and decency. I don't see any harm
in saying that out of all the parties represented ours were the only
people who kept the intorcsts of the country and the objoctives in view, ¢
subordinated the interests of our own party, made serious smcrifices for
the larger good. We can blame them for being too decent, I would not,
for our whole tradition has been to do what wo say and to say what we
moan and I am glad that wo did the honourable thing but the result of
course has been, and some people havo criticised them in the National
Exocutive, that wo should have got more seats. May be. Whothor that
would have done us any good I don't know. Wo had other problems also
of finance and so on, but anyway they took their work seriously, they 2 |
trok their task seriously, they did their bit and I must tell you that
the other people were full of compliments for Mr. Dandeker and Dr, Cooper
for being so reasonables It is a great pity thet tho othors could not be
equally reasonable instead of just showing their appreciation.

Now what happened during the eloctions we also Jmow. The Front did mot
function in all constituoncies. In some constituencies it did function.

I think we owo the return of some of our eight members to loyal cooporation
by one or other partner of the Fronte On the other hand, wo owe tho
defeat of many of our candidates also to the lack of loynlty and the
sabotage by members of the Front. I am ono of the wvictims, so I ought to
now [ We pot the worst of both worlds. We lost the Muslim vote but the
Jan Sangh scuttled us. e lost the protest wote against tho Ahmedabad
Establishment, but the Congress scuttled us. So wo lost both wmys. We
didn't got anything in return for the sacrifices that wo hnd to mako. It
may be thet we would have done botter if we had not joinod the Front but
this is hind sight. It is wery difficult to soy now what would have
hoppeneds I see that lMr, Lobo Prabhu has told a similar story in his article
inInsight as to what happened in his constituoncy.

The important question arises - did we make a mistake in joining tho Front ‘—
on the 8th of Jonuary and if so, why did wo do it 7 I think wo did it out
of very good motives and reasons. ‘o felt first of all that public opiniocn
would blamg us very strongly if, because of this so-called theoretical
insistence on a programme, we had kopt out of the Front, gone it alono.
Then we would have been blamed for the defeat that would have como on the
ground that if we had only joined the Front everything would bave been
boautiful. I think if we had not joined the Front and the smme result

had happermed, a lot of people would have blamed us for having lct dowm .
the Front and the countrys They would have been wrong, but they would
have donc its, We did not desire to divide the opposition wote.

But I think there was s mich deeper rcason also which we must be honost
cnough to face, We did not have the gute or the courage to go it alone.
We did not foel that we had the organisational strongth, the naﬂm of
workers, the good candidatos and the money to bo able to say s "all right,
we nre on our own, ve'll put up as meny candidatos as we like end we shall
fight under our ovm banner®”, I think we must face it that we of the
National Exocutive did mot feel colloctively that we could go it alone and
so wo bowed partly to what we thought would be pressure of public opinion
and partly to what wo thought wore the roalitics of the case. It n:itov
late by thon. We had been kept dangling for gix months nnd by the time
wo faced tho roalities it wms too lato to collect the monoy, to put our
candidatos in ‘the Fiold and to build up tho organisations I think this

was n very basic thing. "/-
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It is very important to face this because that bring

failure and that is not that we joined the Front or :au::a,:: :ﬂu:tm:rin
strategy, but that we were not prepareds This I think goes back four
years to 1967, but in particulsr the responsibility falls on those of us
who were at the head of the Party in the twelve or fifteen months prior
to the elections. I became President of the Party on the lst of Januar
1970, I was elected in Madras on the last days of the previous yoar mg
85 it.‘nappened in November 1969 you ladies and gentlemen of the Goneral
Council had passed an excellent document called the Mid-Term Report. It
is very good. I also had 2 _and in drafting it along with others. We
had analysed there our weaknesses for the past two and half years and we
had laid down a concrete programme of action to revive the Party for the
next two end a half years, 1 hope you read it before coming here because
it was sent to you,

Let me just remind you that, after striking a balance sheet, which was a
deficit, we laid down certain guidelines to build up units of the Party,
to sproad the Party's message, to trailn Party cadres, and so on. Above
all, we said that certain re-orientation of our work was required and we
would have to do certain thingss. These were listed as follows i=

* the need for change, to educate the people that we were
not a FParty of the status guo .

* gecondly, a concern for the underprivileged, tha sohaduled
castes, the schedulcd tribes, the poorer sections of
society by actual conoern in their problems, and not by
Jjust saying so, to carry conviction to them.

* thirdly, to bridge the gencration gap by approaching youth
to como close to us and carry them with us.

+ fourthly, putting agriotlture first,

e

firthly, putting the consumer in the picture - the forgotten
Tactor as we called him.

* lastly, to cultivate the Minorities.

Now, I think you will agree that if this had been carried out, even 50%

of what we should have done, we would not have been in the plight that ve
wore on the eve of the elections. Wo could have pone it alone, our whole
bargaining posture would have been one of strength and not one of woskncaes.
So the real failure of the Party leadership, at the top of which I find
myself, throughout the year 1970 was that we wore not able to perform

this task end for that the leacdership and particularly the man et the top
‘has to take full responsibility.

Now what is to be done? I think it is for you, ladies and gentlemen, today
and tomorrow, now that the discussion is going to be a fres for all -
political and organisational - and I sgree it is very difficult to diwvide
it into water-tight compartments, it is for you to give your leadership

a new dirdction. This afternoon and the whole of tomorrow plemse tell the
Wational Exscutive, the present one and the one that is to follow, what
exactly you think should ba done to put things right.

I can only share with you a few thoughts before I conclude. One thing 18
that the leadership of all the old parties including ours, though wo are
only eleven years old, have lost credibility. I do not'think the peoplo

are poing to accept thc present leadership of the old Congross, the Jana
Sangh, the Swatantra Party, the PSP and "the SSP in any future oclection or

in any future trial of strength. Lot us put it this way. %W have been found
oute May be it is a fair or unfair verdict. We have been found to be
missing or lacking and I do not think that we should be at the top of & P’J:'t-'"
which s trying to rogain lost ground., e are, let mo put it 1ike this, liko

vl
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generals who have lost & war. Wow u?lmintag friond Col. Pasricha
- lmow he has great rogard for m

~and T appreciate the points he tried to make) made the point that we

vy

‘had qot lost a war, we had only lost a battle and if a battle is lost
we should all propare for the noxt battle which will be round the comor,

I fundamentally disagree with this analysis, I think we have lost the war. i
That does not mean thore will not be another war after a fow yoars. There
is alvays another war which undoes the mischiof of the last wars There was
not one Franco-German war, there were threce. There has alrgady boen one
Indo-Pakisten ware Goodness knows how many thore will bo in the next fifty
years and so on. I think the war has beon lost. We have come to a stage
where ve are now in a post-war situation. There is nothing we ocan do
about it, There is no battle to fight, as far as I can see, in the next
six months or year. Yes, skirmishes, guerilla warfarc porhaps, but no
battles. We havo lost the war. Wo are a beaten party, a beaten Front,

if you liko and our opponents are going to be on top for several years to
cores Lot us hope it will not be more than five years.,

This calls for a post-war attitude and posture and certainly when the war
is lost nobody asks the Usneral at tho hoad of the Army to prepare for the
next wars Ho is automatically and immediately retired, however pood a
General he might have been. Lot me remind you what happened when we lost
tho 1ittle war with China in 1962, The day it finishod General Kaul was
removed from office, asked to put in his resigmation and General Manekshaw
who had not been anywhore nesr the fighting line was put in charge in his
place immediately. A correct thing to do because morale and credibility
have to be revived and they can only be revived under a new symbol and a
new spokesman. It is only parties which are capable of this kind of thing
which will survive.

Iet me also say there is nothing wrong with our principles. I am not one
of thoso who wants to lower our flag. Rajaji has sent you a messago,
where he deplores sny idoa of "me-too igm" which means that becanuse Indira
Gandhi has won the elections, we should start apeing her policies, mouthing
her slogans, trying to compote with her ans the Congress (0, tried to do

last year unsuccessfully.or tho SSP hag ‘té{icd to do 'also imoveeaBEAuITFI 0P an
glad Rajajt hme givon that warning, bheausd it s somrtim s af#f¥eult'to r gish

tio Iowsr tho flag 4n go aléhg an” lick th- boots of the winnor,

I do not think this is called for at sll. Our principles are 100 per cent
righte Everything we say has proved right and will prove right. We have
only rot to wait a little for tho facts to be established. Tho wheela

of God grind slow but they grind exccedingly small, end those who are

talldng tall today are going to be humbled in the dust. It may take two

yoars or it may tako ten yoars, but it is going to happen. Therefore,
when I talk of a chanpe of leadership, I am not talking of a change of
principles or of policicss It is our performance that has to be changeds
In other words the persomnel and the conduct have to change, not our

.principles. Ouyr principlos werc good, but we were unworthy of our

principles. ¥e were lazy. We wore insincere. We wore lacking in serious-
ness. e did not convince the poople that we wore dedicated o our
principles as, let us say, the Communists are dedicated to theirs or the
R3S are dedicated to theirs.

For all those reasons, after considerable heart-searching, I oamo to tho

conclusion that the Party must have a new leadership and that the first Thing

that has to be dono to start that process and to symbolise it publicly is
for mo to. stop down from the Prcsidentship. So I wrote to you to that
offoct and I am glad I did go because whatever little has h.appmo? s:;ncolnt
then has complotely vindicated that step. Neturally, I have receive 1.-.:

of correspendence from vory valhied and esteemed colleaguos asking mlt i
rcoonsider, although I had roquosted that this shnlfld not be dordl;u 5
only human. I approciate the concern and tho regard that you lnd ::a:nwmt
rontlemen have showm, but cach of the letters quite clcerly sai 3 .I‘

I was doing was right but thot I should not do it. Mr. Gonapaiah, for

eof-
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whom I have the highest regard ,said ™it is & health

is worthy of copying by other institutions and -perbags?‘ah;;:no:awg::: s
on to say : "but you mist stay." Wow, you can't ask othors %o copy your
ammp&o and not do it yourself ! (Interruptions --- "till wo find anothor"-,
BRM; “good, I am glad you said that) Rajaji also said : "Your letter to
the General Council members is guite right, but I have thought over and
over again as to who can take your place. I am not able %o spot anyone.®
So please carry om.. Now, with all respeet to Rajaji and Ganapaiah, may

1 say that this is not a good enough reason not to do the right thing. If
tho thing I am doing is right, thon you should not say that because you
cannot locate anyone just now to take my place, 1 should carry on, undo

8 good act for tho sake of ot vonienco. Let me tell you we may be badly
off, but we are not that badly off. I don't think the Farty is so bankrupt
that it can't roplace a retiring President. e have got four or five very
good Vice-Prosidents who can immediatoly step into the broach snd we have
got youngor poople in the Party, a lot of thom who are quito capablo of
toking responsibility if thoy mado up their minds to. I don't think they
will do any worse than we havoe They might do a good deal better, so 1
don't think tho problem of replacoment roally arises, e arg in a post-war

_poriocd. Nothing very much is going to happen in the noxt few months. Ve

have to recoupornte, ns a paticnt docs after an illness., No carly battles
are going to be fought by us, let us bo quite clear. Thorefore I would say
that oven those who have argued with pe havo roally conceded the principle
and argued from a human point of viow bocause nobody likes a parting of
this kind.

On the other hand, look at the resction outside., The Aknli Dal of the
Pheruman group - hg was our colloapue-; Darshan Singh Poruman, a member

of our Party end ho was tho hoad of a group in the i Dal. They mot
the other day and called upon Sant Fateh Singh to follow my oxample and
put pressure on him by saying : "why can't you do what Masani is doing?"
The Hindustan Timos wrote an editorial in which it said : "In the highly
pormissive and self-regarding milleu that India has witnegssed in tho recont
past, Mr, Masani's vicarious ntonement for his Party's debncle will stnnd
out ng an exemplary gosture."™ I -.m e£lnd to see yesterdny's Himunt, which
enmo to me this morning,an: 6dd€orial which says that i "At o timo whon
holding on to office hns bocome a major precccupntion with many, the
reasons behind the rosignation of Swntontr, Prosidont Masani are rofroshing.

i

Now I think what I am doing is going to rodound to the benefit of the Party
itsolf. Aftor all, whatover good or bnd your spokesmon do nffects the image
of the Party nlso. I hnve an idca that, if you would kindly cooporato
tomorrow whon this matter will come up before you concretely, you will ronlly
be doing something for tho benefit of the country snd the Party, not only
bv setting a good example but also by creating conditions where our Party
will thrive. Tho National Exccutive discussed this matter ycsterdny and

I an glad to toll you that, after somo discussion, es Moharaja NN, Singh
Deo put it, T smy not have convinced them intellcctually but thoy were

good cnough to foel the strength of my conviction and to bow to it end

not to press me eny further, for which I m very grateful to them. I

hope you, ladics esnd gentlemen, will be ogually cooperative tomorrowe

7o nlsc discussed what should be done and we tock some important decisions
and that was that we should advance the elections of our Party mechinory

in order to bring a new Bxccutive into oxistonce earlior than would norunlly
have boon the cnse. Normally, we would hove brought our New Prosident and
Exccutive into office on January 1, 1972. We have decided to cut this

You will see that we are trying at almost breakuock spcod
to complete the formalities and processos of olgetions from tho bottom ‘:0
tho top by 18%th Soptember, so that by then you will have o new Pm‘s:idan :1
new office bearors end a now Exgoutive altogethor, Meanwhile the ‘ntignn
Exooutive hns ndvised you - it is for you to takc tho decisions - thﬁh:;o
of the Vice Presidonts should officiatc as Prosident From now 8 :;:p :l;rd
and I am gled to tell you that, if that is your vish, Mr. Dandoker has agroc

period in half,
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to shoulder the burden strictly on the besis that he will be relieved
Septerber and not one day laters That is for you to ccnsider but I hnihg
rontioned to you the consensus that emsrged out of a discussion in the
National Executive yesterday,

Lecling forvard two or three years, let me say the realerisis will como
two or three years from now, not two or three months from now, and that
is when the chickens come home to roost, when the promises made are not
fulfilled, as they cannot be fulfilled by anyons, not even by ug even if
we tried honestly so long as wo tried to carry out Mrs. Gandhitg programe.
If ye carried out our omn progrmmne, we could fulfil tho preaises she

'has mades But since she will not accept our programme and vill carry on
with the status guo of State Capitalist policies for another five years,
as she and hor father have carried on for twenty years, I think failure
is almost ingviteble. Now, if that taekes place and the chickens come homs
to roost, the real orisis will come at that time,

The other day I met a gentleman in a plane who doserited to me the remarks
mads by Confuclous gbout a ruler of his time, I thouglt I would take them
dovn immedinicly, which I have done, because they seem to apply so approp-
riately to cur own conditions today in India. Confucicus described the
problem of his time in the following words: "A weak charactor coupled with
an honoured ylace, meagro knowledge with larps plans, and limited resources
with heavy rosponsibilitios will goldom escape disaster”,

I think that will overtaks the Emporors or Empresses of our times in a fow
yoars from now depending on their follies and our patisrce or the patience
of the Indian people. It is for that time that we wiil have to prepare
fyom now, You may say that is fine. As soon as peopl. are disillusioned,
thoy will all come to us and say : "Oh, how wise you gmtlemon wore. Wo
dilr't listen to you, now wo are going to vote for you". May I gound a
=d of warning? It ie not at all proved that this is what the people

of India will dos. The people of India may do something quite differont.
The people of India may turn ageinst lirg, Gandhi and turn to tho Naxalites
and YMao Tse Tung. This is equally possible. If we do not do our task,
that is more likely than tho other thing we don't have to theorise about
ite

* It hag happened, it has hoppened in wery similar circumatances to anothor
woman Prime Minister next door to us. I am talking about Coylon, Thig is
exactly what happened. Ouyr counteorparts, the United National Party of
Dudley Senanayake and Jayawardane, who are good friends of mine, who thinik
like us, lost. A little over a year passed, Urs, Bandaranaike could not
carry out her (romises and it would appear thet Dudley Conanyake and hia
Party could nct regain the lost grounds Thoy were not able to gt the people
bank to the path of sanity and boing practicals Tho result is that Cho:
Guovrm is irorted from Cyba and a Civil war whore India and othor countrios
have to send ;' lots and troops to help Mrs. Pandarrnaike to survive. It
would not be altogother fanciful to say that similar conditions could
easily arise in India within the noxt few ycars if, God help us, wo havo
failed in our task, we may have to wateh a similar confrontation to that
which is taking place in Ceylone.

Thoro{ore, it appears to me that wo shall have to fight at many levels. .
We '-vo a Parliamentary Opposition and wo wish lir. Dahy-bhai Fatel, Mr. P.E,
Dco, Rsjmata, nll success in their efforts, more power uo their clbows,

But there has also got to be an extra-perlismentary opposition. Countriocs
whore parlismontary opposition weakens very much or fades out turn to extra-
parlinmentary opposition. That takes many formss It takos tho form of a
vigilach and a vocal press; it cen take the form of agitation and strect
fighiings Now, we believe in democratic methods and our o:tm—canstitutim;a.l
oppocition must be a process of edicating the paoplo. The British politicien
who said: "Educato our "Mastors™ i. the person we have fo romambor todaye
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