&
e
5

h of the ]
“organisation should count for more than ideology and that the atfena."-' R R
‘machine ghould decide electione. Tius, the Swatantra Party's principles and nn:lio icies
 had evoked widespresd response but its limited recsources in the way of funds and ht £
- workers had prevented its wessage from reaching millions of voters. 2 |

. and integrity would be dacisive.

~ priority over
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in 2 free society. Hr. Hasani wes delivering an address

g e e et ey S
e e apeeyersy dioiatrahip, Ke. Hasand strosod the resd t0.
4he terdency of political parties throughout the world to dominate the Yo
and 1ife of the individusl by laying down the law in regard to all epheres of
On the other hand, thore was ths need to tishten up discipline in ell parties
this country, where token acceptance of a party's creed wes too often sccom— =

~ penied by behaviour at variance with it. ARt
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In a backwari ard predominantly illiterate country, it was natural that

Discuseing the factors that may deiermine whether or not a particular party
would make the grade in the General Elections in 1967, the speaker said that, with
political power and economic patronaze coubined in the hands of the ruling party,

. only an Opposition party which was accepted by the people as morally superior to
~ that in office could hope to win the people's confidenca. Otherwise, all its talk

of corruption in the ruling party and 21l its promises to provide good government

would meet with scepticisz. No amount of money, local influence, or caste solidarity
would enliet ihe support of the electorate unless the image of a party in the minds
of the olectorate was that of one made up of good men and true animated by a genuine |
desire to serve the country and working hard for the cause. o

Mr.lasani felt that the fcllowing messures would help in creating such an
lueges -
() Candidates for Perliament and Assembly should be chosen provisionally four
years ahead of the next Gemeral Llections and be finally nominsted a yeer before
the elections in the light of experience. Mr. Masani welcomed Hr. Hehru's

::omy of this practice, which he himself had been advocating during the last
m. .

(1i) The quality and credibility o the party's candidates in terms of

Honce men of dubious character should be
on grounds of caste, local influence or £

out despite their attractivencss
regources.

(ii1) The building up of a cadre of intelligent

Tound whem the orgenisation could be built up at gressroots
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‘ s'.% io labelled 'Leftist’ alomg with democratic auniahst el
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s often described as 'Rightist'!"

-ﬁnla'dm the ideological content of the Swatantra Party's programme, Mr.Ms
M. while there was room in the Party for those who wished to conserve w

e end Gandhiam. The belief in ordered progress through minimum govmﬁ‘
"“h-lﬂe tha fullest measure of individual liberty was the essence of Liberalism and ﬁlﬁ
~ core of Gandhiji'e philosophy.

The missing element in Indian democracy was an offective opposition. Becauss
~ of the system of election and the multiplicity of Cpposition parties, the recent

- elections had failed to fill that vacuum. In the absence of Proportional Represen- 3
- tation, the wishes of the slectorate had been distorted and a minority government, A
which hod not obtained more then 45 per cent of the popular vote at the Centre and

in all but four States, wes today ruling throughout the country with inflated
majorities. Since there was littie hope of the ruling party, which benefitted from

this inequity, sgreeing to elcctoral reform like the introduction of the list
syatom or the Alternative Vote, the only solution for democratic opposition parties &

¥as to arrive at understandings desigrod to eliminate inter-oppositional contests.
For the failure to echieve this in 1962,

the Swatantra Party at least could not be
. blamed for it was the only Opposition party that nought veianly to bring about

t__‘ - such an adjustment.
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