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was not easy
I found it ikftiwnif to get out of the driver's sests I had N

to carry the senior members of the Party with me. EHajaji was
fradkly unconvinced. To him carrying on the fight for 'Indirs Hateo'
was still the objective and sy withdrawal would weaken it. I tried
to comvince him unsuccessfully that the objective wns not a practical
ane in the near future and that anything in that direction had been
eroded by the Party's inability to follow the policy which I had
urged in Jenuary 1971. Nany of my colleagues shared Hajaji's view,
while others saw some glimpse of sense in what I was urging. It was
nmlmmtu{gl”:hdhmnw
Imwmcn;n;nmﬁudthmcmﬂdh
Swatantra Party before which my resignation should be placed.

On the previous dsy, the National Brecutive of the Party met to consider

my colleagues, I reported

the Genaral C i1 had







Mr. M,R. Masani's Speech from 1.-‘;13 Chair
on Saturday , 17th April, 197l. Yo the Genoral Counoil in Bombay

YMembers of the General Council,

There is no doubt that we meet ‘t a time whe ha :

orisis for the Party end, if I say th?x&c‘gm‘:’t&ﬁ;tm:ws

.Isetbmk to gmr cause, I do not think I.will be overstating the facts of

‘the case. At a time like this we will have to muster certain qualities

¥ which I eve we hava, The first of these obviously is coursge. Now

o courage can be of two kinds and will be needed of both kinds. Thare wii!.

first be thg need for courage to withstend the blow, to rededicate ourselves

to our principles and our fundamentals; and the ond kind of courage

which is equally important, is to face the factpd not to behave like

ostriches who bury their head in the sand becatfsé they don't want to face

unpleasent realities, but to face the facts and draw the correct con-

clusions and learn the lessons, however bitter and unpaletshle those
legsons may be. -

(f) " ASecondly, we shall need faith - faith particularly in the_people. which
- g sometimes we are apt to lose when people behave in a way that we considoer
4 nfair or unwise. 7

for flexibility, for adaptability to chariged conditions while adhering
to our fundamentals. I think if we are a Party which can show thase
qualities, whether it is our Party or some other Farty, it will be able
to ride the storm and come out on top and a Party that cannot develop
these qualities wll], I am afraid, fall by the u‘aysids/

f (.ﬁnd thirdly, I think we shall have to develop a capacity for innovation,

There have been soms peculiar reactions to the results of the elections.
One of these takes the form of defections, That has happened in many
parties including, I am sorry to say, some of our Assembly members in
Gijarat, in Mysore, may be elsewhere, They have defected and left the
Party simply because we were badly defeated. This I say is peculiar because
in England, for instance, the Labour Party and the Conservative Farty
alternately get defested just as badly as we have been defoated but nobody
resigns and becomes a socialist or a conservetive because the majority had
voted for sccimlism or conservetism 3 And Sccondly, there has Leen the

¢ peculiar reaction of the business compunity, not that they have ever
been very brave or very courageous but it seems that, judging from the
proceedings of the Federation of Indian Chambers of Comrerce and Ipdustry,
whatever fight they had in them has boen knocked out of them and they have
promised to be pood boys and stop criticising the government and try and
sec the boauties of whatever is happening.

'/ﬁt us now consider the mature of our set back. We put up only fifty nine

candidates for the parlismentary elections out of whom only eight got

?_, elected while as many as eighteen, I am sorry to say, forfeited their

— security deposits. The percentage of votes polled by our Party in 1967
was B.68%. This dropped this time to 3.08% -—- less than half. Here I
‘mugt say that this is due to the smaller number of candidates wo put up
partly because of our membership of the Front, partly for othar roasons.
So the comparison is not altogether fair., Similarly, the numbor of seats
that wo carried dropped from 44 in 1967 to 8 this time, .This again is
not altogether fair because this comes of the British system of elections
which in India particularly distorts very badly the will of the electorate.
If there had been any system of Proportional Bepresentation wo would have
got 14 seats instead of 8, but evep them, you will agree, to drop from
44 to 14 is no minor set bat‘./

1 have mentioned the distortion of the clecioral will, Lot mo say one word
by way of consolation - that the victory4f our opponents is not as swooping

o/=
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as is often made outs 1 have explained that in newspeper articles and ;
speechess The ruling Party only got 43%0f the votes polled, and the votas
polled were only 54% of the elsctoratei Therefore the ruling Party only
- got the support of 23.9% of the electorate or, to put it very simply, one
- out of four Indien men and “voted' for the ruling Party, one voted
for other parties and two not vote at all, This is by no means the
sweeping victory that is sSught to be made out, Actually it is a rather

t is mwore important perhaps is the reasons or the causes of our defeat.

. Eors I would refer you to the Report I have submitted to ypu, ladies and

X y Egertlemen, on the mandate you gave me in July last year in Medras. That
mandate was that, as President, I was authorised to try and bring into
exictence a consclidation or union of nationalist and democratio forces

in the country. That was the mendate that was given to me and Rajaji quite
rightly said that I would be judged by my success or failure in bringing
about the desired result. I want you to recall his words when he said 1
"I ghall judge Masani and commend or conderm him by whether or not he
succeeds in the task we have allotted to him." In my report I have explained .
why I failed because, let us face it, we failed to carry out the task
that wag entrusted to me. In that report I have explained to you how we
tried to carry it out - not only I but my valued colleagues like Mr. Dandeker,
Er. Cooper a:.d other office bearers who co-operated with me throughout in !
trying to do what we did. I have explained how for six months we were kept -’
dangling by /r. Nijalingappa and the Congress (0). This was due to the,
fact that Dr. Ram Subhag Singh, particularly, obstructed the coming into
existence of a bloc. in Parliament and he was ably supported by the Ministers
of the Congress Party in Mysore and (ijarat.’ ‘Between the three of them they
succeéssfully managed to sabotage something that was very important, that is,
the initiative being taken by us to form an alternative to drive Mre. G ndhi
on the defenaive and ultimstely out of office. ._

.

Wiz weited for six months quite patientlys You might perhaps say : why were you
so patient? I think it is a legitimate question., Well, I wman't very patientl
My correspondence with Rajaji, which was quite voluminous, will show thias. He
constantly advised patience to me and Prof. Ranga who was in Delhi with mo
nlso advised me not to be so impatient, BEwen so, by the end of Novembar, my
patience had come to an ende I began to forsce what was coming and on the
2nd of Docember I wrote a letter to Mr, Nijalingappa which was in the nature
of en ultimtum. I said very cloarly in the last parapgraph that if by the
3lat of December you have not entered into an alliance with us wo ghall break
off all relations with you, we shall take it that you are not serious and wo
shall go our own way. Thig porhaps had some effect because after that thero
wae a little more progross and by the end of the month an agreement was
roached (in fact 15 days aftor my letter an agreement was reached) that, by
the end of the month or in the next fow days wo would announce the formation
of a three party Electoral Front with a common programmo based on tho AICC
Resolution of June 28 and thig draft announcemont was actually prepared on

the 20th of December. I romember I sent a copy of EE to ::ufé..}i (it é:l:-:cd

my files) saying :"Thank God, at last we have agreed”, an congra

r:g. The )q_uef;r“c.‘.sn was whether the next day or the day after or the day aftor
this en announcemont would bo made by Mr. Nijalingappa, Mr. Vajpayee and %
myselfs Again there was delays Evory day some reason vas found for“poﬁgga E
the ennouncer=nt, Ultimately, I sent a telogram from Eombay saying:for .
sake, apnounce it before Mrs. Gandhi dissolvos Parliafr:cn‘o“and takes the >
initistive finally from us and drives us against tho wall," Even this was no
done. Mrs. Gandhi emmounced.the dissolution. Again we met and at last 1t wms
decidod that on the 8rd of January this step would finally be taken.

Uhfortunatoly, on the 3rd of January some very smazing events took pleco --
kind of coup d'etat took place in Dolhi by which the 8SP oaptursed ¥r. ¥ijaa
lingappa end Mr, Vajpayee, got us thrown out of the Front, captured tho Front,
serapped tho programmc and destroyed the work of six months, It was an 3
amazing thing 4o watch happening {rom lunch time to dinner time but it happene
and as one of the Delhi nowspapers put it : "In about four hours of work the
SS8P lenders worked like n demolition squad and the grand castle of the Grand
Allignce was in tho dust™, /
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When I found that this was happening
who happened to be in Delhi that day
Pregident end Mry H.P, Nanda, our Pr
in tho ovenikbg and I told them that I
going to happen,' These people were go
to sign an alliance without a progr
do? We all three agreed that there c
of intimidation and we should refuse t
surrendering like this. We should stay out. I should ask for time to
congult the National Executive of the Pprty and refuse to sigm any such
statement without an agreement on prog » I mention this to you because
the newspapers, who love to dramatize things, published the fact that

I valked out in a huff. Thore was no hiff because my draft statement to
the press made about midnight hnd already been drafted with the help of
¥r. Nanda and ¥r. Dahyabhai Patel at 5 of 6 O'clock that afterncon., Mine
wns a cold-blooded decision of a politickl nature which I thought was in

sent for two senior colleagues

ir. Dahyabhai Patel, our vf:a-

rer. This was about 6§ or 6 O'slock
s afraid something horrible was

& Yo dack out, force us either

or to stay out. What should we

be no succumbing to this kingd

join Mr, ¥ijalingappa in

" the interests of the country and the Party.

Well, you know what happened. The Prosidents of the othor two Purtics
agreed to the demands made by the SSF and| Ram Subhag Singh, the Front wns
souttled and what vas perhaps even more sinistor than the taking away of
the programmo was the removal of the word|"democratic". The 58P spokeaman
said in their eyes the word "democratic" wis as objectionable as the word
"oomrunist", They wanted to be equi-distant from the two Fronts = the
Communist Front and the Democcratiec Front !| The word "democratic" should
be removed from the statement wherever it appeared three times. I am
gorry to say that oven that was done by our partnors in tho Front. I
mot the press that night and I told them what had happened, that I had
asked for timo, {

Fow,wc wero to have met in Madras in the mil:idln of January but I fult that
wo must meot quickly becausec this was a new| situation whioch called for the
wisdom ofithe Party to be mobiliseds So we|cnllod the mecting on the EBth
of Januery in Madras when mombers of tho Naflional Exceutive woroc prosent,
Now, at that timo my fooling was that if we, wont into this Front without
a programme wo would lose tho olections = % ht in fact tho elections had
boen lost by the Front by their action on the 3rd of Janmuary., At the same
time , it was very difficult to keep out altdgother and to go it alono for
reasons that I shall discuss in a couple of minutes., 4And so Mr. Dandeker,
Dr. Coopor and I put our heads togethor and drafted a resolution for the
National Executive which did threo things - first, it exprossed its doep
disappointment at what had happoned in Delhi; |secondly, it approved of

my action in not going alonp with it; and thindly, it authoriseod me to
nogotiate with the Front for an adjustment of ponstituencics - that meant
that wo would have nogotiated for the Party with the Front of three Parties
as a whole without joining the Front, tried tol|get tho best torms wo could
and thon either made a doal with thom or stayed out altogothor and gone

it alonc. Wo folt that this wms the best middlp path that we could follow
in theo peculiar circumstances with which we *mﬂll\ faced.

Unfortunately, that third proposal was not accepteds Prof. Ranga moved
an amondmont removing this formula saying "we horeby join the Front
unconditionally® and although ¥r. Dandeckor made a very valiant spcoch,
which I remcmber, erguing apgainst it, Rajaji and tho big majority of the
National Exccutive decided, no doubt with tho best of motives, that at
that particular stage therc was mo altornative but to go back to the Front
after making our protest. So wo gave in and the resolution was amonded
end it was published that we were joining the Frdnt.

Faced with this, I was called upon either to join the Coordinating Committce
or to pot somconc to represent us and I requested Wire Dandokor, our Vice-
Presidont, and Dr. Cooper to roprosent the Party a¥ tho mogtings of tho
Coordinating Committeo which wore to start in Delhi\on the 15th until all
ccngtituoncies were adjusted. I knew from my dealings with the other
rontlomen that the kind of hope that they had that, illlrl threc or four dayas

-'. L] o/ e



14 -

time, the whols thing would be emicebly settled and wo

to fight the elections was not 1@1:513’{11" materianlise, .t:: th;:i ﬁulhd,m
~ bo long drawn squalblos, constant arguments and delay I felt that

I could not serve on it for three good reasons - one,

candidate myself and would mot be able to stay ofit;

;nu m?g;:tf:; me to :;:y out and collect somo

ecause o me, on Bth of January, we Hgf praoct

to fight the olections with; and thirdly ?;nd d eﬁ::;hi;:iiin:zt:iizg

tho leaders of the other two partics and had ng stomach for any moros o

For these threoc ressons, I r juested our two Senior colleagues to take

over and I would like to compliment <thom the very fine job they did

in the highest epirit of patrictism and decency. I don't seo any hamm

in saying that out of all tho parties represented ours were the only

people who kept the intorests of the coumtry and the objoctives in view,

subordinated the interests of our own party, mede serious smorifices for

the larger goods We can blame thom for being too decont, I would not,

for our whole tradition has beon %6 do what wo say and to say what wo

moan and I am glad that wo did the honourable thing but the rosult of

course has been, and some people have criticised them in the National

Exocutive, that wo should h.q?' got more seats. May be. Whother that

would have done us any good I don't knowe Wo had other problems also

of finance and so on, but shyway they took their work seriously, they

took their task soriously, they did their bit and I must tell you that

the other people were full of compliments for Mr, Dendeker and Dr, Cooper

for boing so reasoneblo, It is a great pity that tho othors could not be
;uo.lly roasonable jhstoad of just showing their appreciation.

for the Party

Now what happened during the eloctions we also kmow. The Front did not
function in all constituoncies. In some congtituoncies it did funotion.

@ I think we owo the return of some of our eight members to loyal cooperation
by one or other partner of the Front, On the other hand, wo owe tho
defest of many of our ocandidatos also to the lack of loyalty and the
sabotage by members of the Front., I am ono of the victims, so I ought to
kmow ! We got tho worst of both worlds. We lost the Myslim vote but the
Jan Sangh scuttled us. We lost the protest vote egainst the Ahmedabad
Establishment, but the Congrcss scuttled us. So wo lost both wmys., e
didn't got anything in roturn for the sacrifices that wo had to mako, It
may be that we would have done better if we had not joinod the Front but
this is hind sight. It is very difficult to say now what would have
happoned, I see that Hr. Lobo Prabhu has told a similar story in his article
inInsight as to what happened in his comstituency. 4

The important question arises - did we make n mistake in joining tho Tront
on the 8th of January end if so, why did we do it ? I think wo did it out
of very good motives and reasons. ‘le felt first of all that public opinicn
would blame us very strongly if, because of this so-cellecd theoreticnl
insistence on a programme, we had kopt out of the Front, pome it alono.
Then we would have been blamod for the defeat that would have come on the
ground that if we had only joined the Front everything would have becn
besutiful, I think if we had not joined the Front and tho same result
had happened, a lot of people would have blemed us for having lot down
the Front nnd the country. They would have been wrong, but they would
have dome it. - Weo did not dosire to divide the opposition vots.

But I think there was a muoh deeper rcason also which we must be honost
enough to face, We did not have the guts or the courages to go it alene.
We did not feel that we had the organisational strongth, the cadro of
workers, the good candidatos and the money %o bo pble to say : "all right,
we aro on our own, we'll put up as many condidates as we like and we shall
fight under our owm banner", I think we must faco it that we of the
National Exoeutive did not feel collectively that wo could go it alone and
so we bowed partly to what we thought would bo prossure of public opinion
and partly to what we thought were the realities of tho case. It was too
lats by thon. o had been kept dangling for six months and by the tirm

wo faced the roalities it wms too late to collect the monay, to put our
candidates in the ficld and to build up the orgenisation, I think this

was n very bagic thing, ’/
=
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It is very important to face this because t)

failurs and that ia mot that we joined the :n;n::::g;u;.:: g:ﬁﬁnrm
atrgtegy, but that we were not prepared. This I think goes bank.fa:
years to 1967, buts«in particular the rasponsibility falls on thosze o;‘- u
who were at ﬁ!e head of the Party in the twelve or fifteen months 101'“
to the elections, * I bacame President of the Party on the lst of Jgu
1970. I was elected in Madras on the last days of the previous year zg
as it happened in November 1969 you ladies and gentlemen of the g:narnl
Council had passed an excellent document called the Mid-Term Report, It
is very good. I also had a .and in drafting it along with others. "Ie
had enalysed there our wealmesses for the past two end half years and we
had laid down a comorete programme of action to revive the Farty for the
next two and a half yearss I hope you read it before coming here because
it wms gent to you.

Lot me just remind you that, after striking a balance sheat, which vms a
deficit, we laid down certain guidelines to build up units of the Farty
to sproad the Party's message, to train Party cadres, and so on. Abo‘va'
all, we said thet certain re-orientation of our work was required and we
would have %o do certain things. These were listed as follows 1=

* the need for change, toc educate the people that we were
not a Party of the status quo

* gecondly, a concern for the underprivileged, the soheduled
castes, the scheduled tribes, the poorer sections of
gsociety by actual concern in their problems, and not by
just saying so, to carry conviction to them.

* thirdly, to bridge tho generation gap by spproaching youth
to come close to us and carry them with us.

* fourthly, putting agriculture first,

fifthly, putting the consumer in the picture - the forgotten
factor as we called him.

et

* Lastly, to cultivate the Minorities.

Now, I think you will agree that if this had been carried out, even 0%

of what we should have done, we would not have been in the plight that we
wore on the eve of the elections. We could have pone it alone, our whole
bargaining posture would have been one of strongth and not one of woaknose.
So the real feilure of the Party leadership, at the ‘top of which I find
nyself, throughout the year 1970 wns that we were not able to perform

this task and for that the leacership and particularly the man at the top
has to take full reaponsibility./

Now what is to be done? I think it is for you, ladies and gentlemon, today
and tomorrow, now that the discussibp is going to be a free for all -
political and organisational - and I'ggree it is vory difficult to divide
it into water-tight compartments, it i% for you to give your leadership

a new direction. This afternocon end thd whole of tomorrow pleaso tell the
National Executive, the present one and one that is to follow, what
oxactly you think should be done to put things right.

I conclude. Ome thing is
ding ours, though we aro
not think the poople
Congrees, tha Jans

I can only share with you a few thoughts befo
that the leadership of all the old parties inc
only eleven yoars old, have lost crodibility. I
are going to accept the present lesdership of the o
Sangh, the Swatantre Party, tho PSP and the SSP in en +ure olection or

in any future trial of strength. Let us put it this way, We have been found
oite Hay be it is a fair or unfair verdict. He have been found to bteo
missing or lacking and I do not think that we should be at tho top of a Farty
which is trying to rogain lost ground. He are, let ne put it like this, 1ike

e
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generals who have lost & war, Now my military friend Col
vesterday in the National Executive (I lmow g has great ;-o:::ﬂﬂgt};:- n
and I appreciate the points he tried to make) made tho point that we
had not lost a war, we had/only lost a battlo and if a battle is lost
~ we should all prepare for;the noxt battle which will be round the comor.

I fundementally disagree/with this analysiss I think wo have lost the war. -
That does not mean there will not be another war after a fow yuars. Thoro
is alvays another ymr which undoes the mischiof of tho last ware Thero was
not one Franco-German war, there were thrce. There has alroady been one
Tndc=Paistan war, CGooiness Wnows how mony there will beo in the noxv ifcy
years and so on. I think the war has boon losts We have coma to a stage
where wo are now in a post-war situation. There is nothing we can do

about its There is no/battle to fight, as far as I can see, in the next

six months or year. Yes, skirmishes, guerilla warfare perhaps, but no
battles. e have lost the war. Uo are a beaten party, a beaten Front,

if you liko and our opponents are going to be on top for several years to
come, Lot us hope it/will not be more than five years,

This calls for a pos
is lost nobody agks
next wars Ho iz aut
General he might ha
the little war with
removed from office,
who had not been an
place immedintely. A
have to be revived a
new spokesman, It i
wnich will survive.

matically and immediately retired, however good a 4
been. Lot me remind you what happenod when we lost

hina in 1962, The day it finished General Kaul was

askod to put in hie resimation and Gengral Manokshaw

hore near the fighting line was put in charge in his
corroet thing to do becnuse morale and ocredibility

d thoy can only be revived under a new symbol and a

only parties which are capable of this kind of thing

Let me also sny theye is nothing wrong with our prineciples. I am not onec

of thoso who wants fo lower our flag. Rajaji has sent you a messogo,

where he deplores epy idoa of "me-too ism" which means that because Indira
Gandhi has won the plections, we should start apeing her policies, mouthing
her slogans, trying to compote with her as the Congress (0, tried to do

last year unsuccesgfully.or tho SSP has ‘tricd to do ‘also mmb&ﬂmhj:i-ﬁ! am
glad-Rejaji has giyav-that warning, bcauzé it s somtim o df#P¥oult to r sist
tio lower tho fleg fnd go aldéhg an  lick th- boots of the winnor,

I do not think this is called for at all., Our principles sre 100 per cent
right. Everything we say has provod right and will prove right. We have
pnly ot to wait h litbtle for tho facts to bo estahlished. Tho whoela

of God grind slow but they grind exccedingly small, and those who aro
talldng tall today are going to be humbled in the dust., It may take two
yoars or it may bake ten yoars, but it is going tc happens Therefore,
whan I talk of al change of leadership, I am not talking of s chango of
principles or of] policiess It is our porformance that has to bo changed.
In othor words personnel and the conduct have to chenge, not our
principlas. Oyr principles wero good, but weo were unworthy of our
principles: We fere lgzys Wo wore insincere. W% wore lacking in soriouge
nesse e did not convince the people that we wore dedicated to our
principles as, ldlt us say, the Communists are dedicated to theirs or the

R3S are dedicated to theirs.

RS

For all these reasons, aftor considerable hoart-scarching, I onmo to the
corclusion that the P;_rty must havo a now loadership and that the first thing
that has to be done to stert that process and to symbolise it publi.clytis
for me %to stop down from the Prosidentship. So I wrota to you t: tgﬂ
offoct and I am glad I did so because whatever 1little hes hnppcnai :d i
then has compleotely vindicated that step. Naturally, 1 have ruooa v s

of correspondence from vory valucd and Bﬁtﬂﬂ‘f-ﬁd colleapuos ud ng mIt £
reconsider, although 1 had requested that this should not bo 1,::;. s
only human. I approciate the concern and the regard that you o ::mt i
gontlomen have shovm, but cach of the letters quite ?-159-'-'13 0 i

I was doing was right put!that I ghould not do its M¥r, Gonapaish, for

.o/
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whom I have the highest rogard ,sai
is ':::"thy ui‘“o.opying by obther insti
on say s+ "but you must stay." u can't agk othe

an.mpl.e and not do it yourself ! {In ;rﬁptiuns — ‘:inr:ut?a:gp:ng:::r"-.
MRM: "good, I em glad you said that)| Rajaji also said : “Your lotter to
the General Council membors is quite Yight, but I have thought over and
over again as to who can take your place. I am not sble to spot anyone,"
S0 please carry om.. Now, with all rospoct to Rajaji and Canapaiah, may

I say that this is pot s good cnough réason not to do the right thing, Ir
the thing I am doing is right, thon you should not say that because you
cgnnot locate anyone just now to take my place, I should carry om, undo

& good act for the sake of cc venienco. | Let mo tell you wo may be badly
off, but we are not that badly off. I dbn't think the Party is so bankrupt
that it can't replace a retiring President. We have got four or five very
good Vico-Prosidents who can immediatoly step into the broach and we have
got youngor people in the Party, a lot of|them who are quite capable of
taldng rcsponsibility if thoy made up thoir wminds to. I don't think thoy
will do any worse than we haves They might do a good deal better, so I
don't think the problom of replacoment roally arises. o are in a postewar
poeriod, Nothing very much is pgoing to happen in tho next few months. Yie
have to rocouporate, ns a pationt doos aftdr an illdess. No oarly battles
are going Yo be fought by us, let us be quite clears Thorefore I would say
that cven those who have argued with me havp really conceded the principlo
and argued from a human point of viow bocauge nobody likes a parting of
this lkind,

"it is & healthy gosture of your
ions and parteis.™ Then hew@e: TN

On the other hand, look at the reasction outside. The Akeli Dal of the
Fheruman group ~ ho was our colloague~, Darshan Singh Poruman, s member

of our Farty and ho was the head of a group im the Akali Dal. They mot
tho other day and called upon Sant Fateh Singh to follow my example and
put pressure on him by saying : "why can't you\do what Hasani ia doing?"
The Hindustan Times wrote an editorial in which\it said : "In the highly
pormissive and self-regarding milleu that India ‘has witnessed in tho recent
past, Mr. Mesani's vicarious atomement for his Pyrty's dobnoclo will stand
out ns an exemplary gosture." I am elnd to see yysterday's Hmnat, which
como to mo this morning,an-edédorial which says ‘Hhat ¢ "AP o timo whon
holding on to office has become a major precccupstion with many, tho
rensons bohind the rosignation of Swatnntr Prcsir.‘!&t Mnsoni ore rofroshing."

Now I think what I nm deing is going to roflound to t\\;c bongfit of tho Party
itself. After nll, whatover good or band your spokesmon do affects the imngo
of the Party also. I hnve an idea that, if you would) kindly cooporate
‘tomorrow whon this matter will como up before you condretoly, you will renlly
bo doing something for the benefit of the country and fhe Party, not enly
bv setting a good example but also by creating conditiqna where our Party
will thrive, The National Executive discussed this matfer yosterdny and

I am glad to toll you that, nfter some discussion, es Miharsja NN, 8ingh
Deo put it, I amy not have convinced them intallcctually\but thoy wore

good enough to foel the strength of my conviction and to pow to it emd

not to press me any furthcr, for which 1 am vory gratefullto thoms I

hope you, ladics end gentlemen, will be cqually cooperativp tomorrows

ant decisions

To also discussed what should bo done and we took some impo
y mechinery

and that was that wo should advance tho elections of owr P:J
in order to bring a new Bxecutive into oxistonce earlior ¢ would normally
have becen tho case. Normally, we would hove brought our New sident and
Exccubtive into office on January 1, 1972. We have decided to'\out this 5
poricd in half. You will see that we are frying at nlmost brohlmeck np:c

to complote the formslities and processos of cloctions from tho\\bottom To
tho top by 18th Septembor, so that by then you will have a new
pow office bearecrs snd a new Executive altopether. Yennwhile the
Exocutive has andvised you - it is for you %o tnke 1;]‘11; deuis!.c::li
of the Viee Prosidonts should officiate as Frecsidont from now

ond I am glad to tell you that, if that is your wish, ¥r. Dandcker -has agrecd
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to choulder the burden strictly on t_hg.aai;u that he will be relieved
Septerber and not one dey laters That is for you to consider but I lui:

rontioned to you the consensus that emerged out of a discu
National Executive yesterday ‘/ﬂm rgo scusgion in the

ling forvard two or three years, let me say the reai crisis will come
two or three years from now, not two or three months from now, and that
is when the chickens come home to roost, when the promises made are not
fulfilled, as they cannot be fulfilled by anyone, not even by us even if
we tried hnnes*bI%v so long as we tried o carry out Mrs, Gandhi's programme.
If ws carried out our own programmo, we could fulfil the premises she
has mades Eut since she will not accept our programme and will carry on
with the status guo of State Capitalist policics for another five yeurs,
as she and hor father have carried on for twenty years, I think failure
is almost incvitable, Now, if that takes place and tho chickens come home
%Yo roost, the real crisis will come pt that time.

The other day I mot a gentleman in a plane who described to me the remarks
made by Confucious mbout a ruler of his time., I thought I would take them
dovm immediataly,; whioch I have done, because they seem ‘o apply so approp-
riately to our own conditions today in India, Confucious described the
problem of hig time in the following wordss "A woek che=acter coupled with
an henoured place, meagre kmowledge with large plans, snd limited resources
with honvy rospensibilities will scldom escape disaster”.

I think that 1Aill overtake the Emporors or Bmpresses of our times in a fow
years from now depending on their follies and our patience or the patience
of the Indian people. It is for thot time that we will have to preparo
from now, You may say that is fino. As soon as peoplc are disillusioned,
they will all come to us and say : “Oh, how wisec you gentloman were. We
didn't listen to you, now we are going to vote for you', lay T sound a
vord of warning? It is not at all proved that this is what the people

of India will do. Tho pooplo of India may do something quite differcont.
Tho people of India may tum against lrs, Gandhi and turn to the Naxalites
and Mao Tse Tung. This is equally possible. If we do not do our taslk,
that is more likely than the other thing we don't hawve to theories about
it.

It has happened, it has happened in wory similar circumstances to anothor
wonan Prime Minister noxt door to us, I am tanlking about Coylon. This is
exactly what happoned, Our countorparts, the Unitod National Porty of
Dudley Senanayske and Jayavmrdane, who are good friends of mine, who think
like us, lost. A little over a year passed. HMrs, Bandaranaike could not
carry out her promises and it would appear thet Dudley S-ranyake and his
Party could mot regain the lost grounds They were not cile to gt the peopla
back to the path of sanity end boing practicals The rc-ult is that Cho.
Guovam is imported from Cuba and a Civil war where India and othor countriecs
havo to send pilots and troops to holp Mrs,. Bandarenaik. to survive. 1%
would not be altogether fanciful to say that similar conditions oould
easily arise 4in India within the noxt few ycars if, God help us, wo have
failod in our *ask, we may have to watch a similar confiontation to that
which is taking place in Ceylon.

Thorofore, it cppears to me that wo shall have to fight at many lava']l.!:/
Wo h-ve a Parliamcutary Opposition and we wish Mr, Dahyabhai Patel, ¥r% . K,
Deo, Rajmata, all success in their effdrts, more power to thoir clbows,

Jut there has alse got to bo an extra-pArlismentary oppocsition, Countrics
whoro parliementary opposition weakens vary much or fades out turm to gxtm-
parlinmentary opposition. That takes meny formse It tz2os tho form o tn.
wigilent and a vocal press; it can take thg form of agitation and 4:‘?:1':'nnat1 i
fightinge Now, we believe in democratic me hods nnd our extra-constitu l'.'r;l
sprogition must be a process of oducating thy pooplo, Tho British politicien
who said: "Educabc our "Mastors® is tho persoy we have to ronambar toda¥e
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W resigustion came up for discussion ia the Qencral Council
of the Party on April 18. I pleaded that the step I vas taking
would give the Party a chance to develop a new look since, in
my view, mmm;munmqu,-m-
the case with other opposition partiss. In the discussion that
followed, most meabers made a plea to me to reconsider the matter.

when winding up the discussion, I mentionsd I was deeply touched

by the warmth and concern shown by the members. I reassured my
colleagues that I would continue to be mssociated with the Farty's
work, and both by word and deed would cater to the Party's principles,
to the best of my ability, j/The following resolution was then
ungnimously adopted:

"This weeting of the General Council of the Swatantra Party -
having tried its best to persuade Hr. Masani to withdraw his
resignation from the Presidentship of the Swatantra Party
and failed, regretfully accepts his resignation.

"The General Council records its deep sense of gratitude to

Hr. HMesani for his services to the Party firs! from Deceuber 1959
to the end of 1967 as its Genersl Secretary, and subsequently,

ap its President froa January 1970 till todaye The Council

is grastified to have Mr. Masani's assurance that he will
continue to give the Party the mfx benefit of his advice and
counsel and propagate the Party's principles and policies.”

Thus ended eleven years of this particular effort.
] - = 1

Naturally, Rajaji was not happy when I insisted in April 1971
on stepping down from the Presidentship of the Swatan'ra Farty.

I was sorry I could not respond to his ples to comtimue as President,

but I felt that the principle thet a man who leads en army to defeat
must step dovn at the end of the war wes sc clear that I could not
bow to his wishes. It made me sad to disappoint him.
Recently, however, whils going through some old papers, b
came across a letter $o me from Rajaji from his Cebinet Minister's
as early as

residence at 1 York Place, New Delni, dated/Sth August, 1950.
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He wrots it after receiving a copy of my book for children =

Our growing Human Pasily. I had started the bodk with a Jingle






