o

~ stutus to Bangls Desh in Ludia.

At the same time, he created a
t situation for the Indian

Government also. As could have

been expected, the Pakistan Gov-

“ernment has now  dismissed Mr

Husain Ali and appointed o new
ch,mg High Commissioner  to
take charge of the Caleutta offico
sand has asked the Indian Govern-
ment to help him fupction in Cal-
catta.  For the present, the
Government ol India has accepted
this new appointment but has
refused to evict My Husain Ali and
his staff.

Apart from the legul aspects
relating to the oceupation or the
premises ol the Pakistan Deputy
thigh Commission at Calcutta, the
new Bengal Ministry is bound to
have copsiderable trouble it the
mval representatives of Pakistan
and Bangla Desh, are permitted in
Caleutta. In the preseut tempec
of the people of Bengul, the
Pakistan High Commission, €ven
it it lunctions from pew premises,
will be harassed by all kinds ot
demonstrations. The simplest way
out of the dificulty s for the

. Government of [udia to abolish

the Pakistan Deputy High Com-
mission in Caleutta and its own
High Commission in Dacca. It is
difficult to see how the Indian
High Commission in Dacca can
function at all in the present
circamstances, 1f it does anything,
it will be charged with spying
and plotting aguinst Pakistan.
Therelore, the abolition of the
Pakistan | Deputy High Commis-
sion in Caleutta and the Indian
High Commission in Dacca will
remove two possible sources of
embarrassment for both the Gov-
emments.  As Mr Husain Ali and
his staff have not been recognized
by the Government of India, they
will continue ta stay in Caleutta

Mr M.
example
lor the defeat ot the Swatay
Party i the recent elections amd
resigning his Presidentship,  No
oue will cousider that deteat was
due o any particular failure of his
but those who hold high oflices in
public prganizations  should not
hesitate to assume responsibility it
things go wrong. L am sure that it
would have done the Old Cou-
gress a lot of good it Mr Nijaliu-
gappa  had resigned after the
Presidential election and refused
to be persuaded by friends to con-
tinue . ofice, It would, no doulb,
have  embarrassed  the other
leaders of the Old Congress but
an organization is strengthened
and purified by the voluntary self-
sacritice of its leaders. This resig-
nation does not mean that Mr
Masani’s services will be lost to the
party. His stature in the pasty will
be greater on account of ]ills resig-
nation and his views will have
greater weight,

ARC. FOR TAMIL NAD

It is difficult to understand why
the Tamil Nad Government has
thought it necessary to set up an
Administrative Relorms Commis-
sion for the State. The Central
Administrative Retorms Commis-
sion, which functioned for nearly
five years, has reported on every
aspect of the State Government
inclnding .the District Administra-
tion. All that any State Gover-
ment needs to do is to set up a
small Cabinet committee to decide
whith of the recommendations
should be adopted in the State.
1 suppose it is due to the desire
to emphasize the State’s autonomy
in administrative matters that this
step has heen taken, However,
there is one field which the
Central  Administrative Reforms
Commission bhas not dealt with
and on which the Tamil Nad
Administrative Reforms Commis-
sion mdy concentrate. It is the
financial relations between the

R.

asani
by taks mmm:;_‘“‘“‘

States in its leading stri
The Commission may
mine with advantage L

exi-
relation
between the State Government
and  the cooperati

to get control o
movement throngh nomination and
directive,  its  sntonomy  and
management by an elected non-
official board is as important as
antonomy of the State itself.

DRUG OFFENCES AMONG US,
ARMYMEN

It is pot possible for the forees
of one pation to fght {n another
cotntry for a long period without
being demoralized dn many wuys.
The spread of the drug habit
among the American soldiers in
Vietnam is described as follows in
Time, dated April 18, 197):

“ Drugs are rapidly becoming
as great a threat to American
forces as the enemy, During a
sample period lust year, military
investigators found that conlirmed
or suspected  heroin-connected
deaths were occurring at a rate
approaching one daily. Marijuana
accounts far three-quarters of Gl
drug  offences in Vietnam, but
cheap (1/36th US cost), extremely
pure Laotian or Thai hemin is a
tempting buy for men see
temporary escape from the bore-
dom and terrov of war. 1t is less
easily detected than pot. Mare-
over, Gls have devel the dis-

turbing myth that smoked—
s:wrtéfl_uir drug is  nome
addictive.”
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~assemblies in ot
unfairly on

mhmiu. Th.{s m‘lfllir?:!:t.'ii-

not even the merit, which is

pometimes  pleaded in  defence,

phat it promotes the unification or

of the smaller parties and

the evolution of a two-party sys-

L tem. So far from this being the

- case, the latest Lok Sabha election

has conclusively proved that our

* electoral em is the most for-

midable obstacle which prevents

the evalution of a bwo-party sys-

tem, There is, therefore, a strong

case for statutory relornn of the
national clectoral system,

According to press reports, the

New Congress won 350 seats out

of the 515 which were Glled on the

results of the latest clections. By

contrast, the Old Congress won

only 16 seats and ranked sixth in

the order of institutional strength

alter the New Congress, the Left

Communists, the Right Conunu-

nists, the DMK and the Jan Sangh.

A parliament, with such a party

compasition,  is 50 nbvimw!y i

grass distortion of the division of

political opinion in the pational

electorate that it is nolt surprising

that the declaration of the election

tive prop v of )
votes polled.  The Ol Congry

jranks second in the order of eloc-
toral strength, which is prope :hg
;‘lled “Etmp;:tllm l‘hutll'it two
Commin cs jointly. Never-
theless the Old (‘ml?;rmygot only
one-third as many seats as the twn
Communpist parties,

IF we ignore the distartion and
limit our attention to the electoral
strength, we find the New Con-
gross strength to be 43.6 per cent
and the Cﬁ(l Congress only 10,6
per cent. The question  arises

Parties

Jan Sangh

Swatantra

S8

P5.B.

DALK.

C.RI.

C.PI (M)

Chier non-Congress parties
Inﬁqwm;‘.qm.p

Total

The answers (o
din be frinim e PR
figires set ont in the table below

Elrcroral h Incrense(-3-) -
1067 oM Dnmlniﬂ :
04 15 —10
8.7 3l —50
4.0 24 -2
a1 10 =2)

3.8 an +0.1
62 4.0 —03
12 5.0 +08
6.2 07 438

138 8.3 B8

£9.3 45.8 —13.5

whether this gives o correct pic-
ture of their true clectoral strength.
We shall come back to the ques-
tion later. The point  on which
attention should be Lastened is the
fact that the combined strength
of both the Congress parties has
turned onl to be as high as 54.2
per cent.

issl =197}
THE GREAT RACLE

The loregeing table tells us that
the combined  Congress gain of
135 per cent s accounted  for
almost caompletely by the loses
sustained by four parties,  These
are Swalantra (5.0), S5I' (2.5), PSP 1
(2.1) and Jan Su‘_;-lﬁ:: (1Y), or 12.1
per vent in all, s - 8
iny li:uiu of 14 per cent acorusd
mainly by the switch of formerly
independent  votes, y offset
by losses to such splinter
os the Telangana  Praja
Are there eredible reasons whi
will account for the losses of these

four non-Congress ies ? There
are, as will be ned below,

The Swatantra Party is the
fieaviest loser, r, 0t was |
the moving spirit the

National Democratic Front and LA



