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THE CALL OF HUMANITY <

Ir 15 now four weeks since the
civil war in East Bengal started.
As all foreign correspondents were
expelled soon after the hostilities
began and  the press there has
been whnﬂy suppmsst'd, it is not
easy to have a clear picture of the
conrse of the civil war and the
resulting position at present.  But
sufficient reliable information has
been available to arrive at some
tentative conclusions.

The Pakistan army in East
Bengal appears to have achieved
an all-time record in indiserimi-
nite violence and mass shooting
of men, women and children. It
is diflicult to imagine how the
military officers and their men
could have so completely for-
gotten that they were in a country
which they claimed to be part of
Pakistan and were dealing with
peaple who were co-citizens and
mostly co-religionists. It is even
more inconceivable that they could
imagine that such terrorism will
be ecasily forgotten and that a
military victory would enable the
rulers of Pakistan to re-cstablish
their authority. The moral and
emotional gulf  between West
Pakistan and East Bengal seems
to have been- deliberately made
unbridgeable by the barbarism of
the West Pakistan army.

It is, 1 afraid, equally evi-
dent, that it is nat in the power of
the followers of Sheikh Mujib-ur-
Rehman to defeat the Pakistan
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army and establish their inde-
pendent government.  Moch has
been made of the difieulties uf
food supplies, communications and
logistics but there is no room for
thinking that an army will starve
s0 long as there is any food which
can be seized by force. So long
as West Pakistan is able to main-
tain the supply of arms and equip-
ment to its fighting forces in East
Bengal, the Pakistan Air Force
and the Navy ean be expected to
keep the supply lines operating.
With the Chinese help and the
probable assistance of other coun-
trics some of which are Muslim,
the Pakistan army may be expec-
ted to maintain its hold on many
towns and airfields and the Chitta-
gong port.

Therefore, the immediate pros-
pect seems to be a prolonged civil
wiar which will completely ruin the
ecomomy of East Bengal where the
people have perhaps the lowest
standard of life in the world.

While lakhs of people may have
lost their lives in the civil war,
with the onset of the monsoon,
two far worse enemies, namely,
famine and disease, will enter the
field. As a special correspondent
of the Hindustan Times, it was my
painful lot to be an eye-witness
to the terrible Bengal famine of
1943,  About fifteen lakhs of
people dicd then not because food
was not available in the country
but because it could not be taken

to the starving: anla.
the MOnsQons, ﬂm w
and Padma and their inn
branches and triby
inter-communication
lages and towns and o
between parts of the s
impossible except by boats. P
in one village may starve
food is available in a neighba
village a few miles n.w.’y. :
should be no  surprise i, unl
some ellective umlngcmnnb
be made to provide reliel o the
smplo of East Pengal, millions
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While the whole civilized 3
will have to tuke rmpﬂllsﬂ)ﬂﬂy 4:
such a disaster, a special resp
sibility rests om four count .
namely, the US, the USSR, the UK
and India. All the four have ex-
pressed their sincere  sympatjies
to the people of East
The time has come  when :dmf -
concreté action has to be takel
It is today in the power of the
the USSR and the UK to bring
sufficient political and economic
pressure on Pakistan to halt the
military operations at least b
rarily and allow recognized §
organizations  to provide .
clothing and medical relief t
people of Eust Bengal. It may
recalled that they were able to
a halt to the Indo-Pakistan w
1965,

If these three Powers ac
gether, they may be able to



itin assistance, it is
than likely that they will
am reasonable arrange-
. W will ensure them
clive autonomy in East Bengal.
position of India is un-
dly extremely difficult and
e, Many responsibile per-
like Mr Chagla, Dr Deshmuki
Mr Java Prakash Narayan
ve advocated immediate recog-
_ hition of the new Bangla Desh
- Covernment. If India were oot
~ such an immediate neighbone o
fboth West Pakistan and East Ben-
" such action would be legiti-
e but in the present circum-
es, recofnition  of  Bangla
- Pesh is bound to be followed by
- a breakdown of diplomatic rela-
tions and possibly outbreak of
haostilities between  India  and
Pukistan.  China  may welcome
such o development. Tt will alsp
bé¢ morally impossible to recognize
the Bangla Desh Calernment and
!‘fu.'.'e to supply angs, ammunition

o other requireents.  There-
that India can
mself  ready to
veliel to Tast
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Paxistan  civil war which
~eMitinnes in all its severity is the
vest  issue  before  Asia and
ore India in particnlar, The
il affairs of the Swatantra
v are of trilling importance in
the face of the perils before Tndia
a5 a result of the Pakistan coun-
t around her, Sri Santhanam
in his front-page article,
with all the issues in that
setion  justly and  compre-
vely and there is noting that
be nsefully added by me to
whiat he has said, [ mav oot
therefore be found guilty of want
of a sense of proportion if [ deal
i this issue with the Swatantea
Party, its mission, its policies and
its proclaimed views on adminis-
trative matters,

There will be universal reg;

that the United Nations
its Secretury-General, U Thant,
should have taken refuge under
the technical plea that the affair
of East is a domestic pro-
blem of Pokistan, Neither South
Africa, nor Rhodesia, nor even
Portugal has been guilty of such
erelty and terrorism as the West
Pakistan Army in East Bengal. If
the UN can shut its eyes to the
tates of millions whose only crime
was that they exercised their frau-
chise freely for their own auto-
nomy, there shoold be no wonder
it the United Nations ceased to
have any kind of moral authority.

Today, it is not the political
fortunes of Pakistan or East Ben-
gal that is the main issue. 1t is
whether the call of humanity and
the need to save millions of un-
fortunate men, women and child-
ren of East Bengal from famine,
disease and death should be
heard or ignored, It is to be
hoped that  the people and the
Governments of the US, the USSR
and the UK will rise to the occa-
sion and try to avert the great
disaster that threatens East Bengal
in the coming months,

SWATANTRA PARTY

ALACHARI

I am not happy that Mr Masauni
could not be induced to withdmw
his letter of resignation. Bot § am
glad Mr Dandeker has undertiken
to tuke his  place until a4 new
President is elected in the course
of a few months when all vaecan-
cies in the organization will have
been filled up. The public should
not  imagine that Mr Masanis
resignation is doe to a break-

down of the Swatantra Party
nd its  significance .  On  the
wontrary, the resalution of the
General Council on the parly's
programme properly studlied to-
vether with' the  fundamental
principles announced at the Hme
the party was founded ten vears
azo. should convinee the public
that the policies and programmes
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advacated by the Swatantra

Party
are the on es and
grumt .hmm thar “l_:_ﬁligm and I!'ﬂﬂ'w

e vast wass of the ol
India whoever may be the antho-
rity in charge of affairs and what-

ever be the name or the names ol

ihe party or communding
Lmiﬁ'z;::Eﬁ in g::ruﬂ:uﬂlt. Employ-
ment on the widest scale is what
the nation reguires.  The produe-
tion of big cars or simsll cars will
uot serve this purpose.  Open air
emplovment i€ 1 may  give  this
bricf name o what has been set
ont in the resolntion of the Swa-
tantva Party is the only course
that will drive poverty and hun-
gir aned disease ot of the coun-
trv.  Socialism based on the cor-
rpl permit-licence-raj is hunkom
and Fraud, The essepce of what
the Swatuntea Party has alwiys
stoodd For  and  what  has heen
substantiolly  re-alfirmed  in the
recent Genernd Conneil meeting is
maximum freedom for the people,
and competition in prodoctive in-
dustries and minimnm power for
those  enjoving afficial anthority,
the expenditure of publie funds in
providing open  air  employment
for the large mass of the [lmp]t'.
leaving  factory  employment o
priviate enterprise and the redne-
tion of government-managed face-
tary enterprises to the barest mini-
mum  including  reform  in the
PRI g of thote cavcers
already  annexed ta  govemment
wiagement and which have ta
eontinue in such management.

The so-called programmes an-
nouneed by parties  sitting i
Opposition cary Do meaning un-
less  indeed  the  parties  either
-Gllugl'\r ar in ('fl;i.li“ﬂ'll are in a [)Ui'i-
tion to oust the mling gronp.
Otherwise, these Opposition party
prrogrammes im'!llfﬁrll.'. that of the
Swatantra Party's are mere instro-
ments of educition, whether of
the government in power or of the
people in order to make the
parlizmentary  system  a reality
instesdd of being a mockery of it
oy it is today.

The policies and the program-
mes advocated Dby the Swatantra
Party must govern India if she is
not to sucemb to the machina-
tions of the commianists or becoms
a helpless victim of anarchy.




