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AN APPEAL T0 CONG(D)

The reason given by Mr. M- 'R. Massni for|

resigning the Chairmanship of the Swatantra part
is werth notice. It was that the present plight of
of the party “is & cumulative result of several
shoricomings and mistakes” and that as party
::;amu be should take his full share of responsi-,

ility.
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Mr. Masani's step i5 an act of grace and'

hopesty worthy of emulation- For him a sound
principle of adwministration in political life was
that when disaster overtook the orgapisation the

. man at the helm of affairs should take the respon-

sibility for the debacle and hand over office to

someone who might bring fresh ideas and an open

mmnind 10 tha task.

~ In the wake of the outcome of the mid-term
poll the Congress (O) finds itself in political
wilderness. The mood should be introspective,
self-searching and penetential. Unfortunately such
a.mood is not yet visible among the top leaders of
the party. The preoccupation continues to be with
sensatiousl, peripheral issues. Mr. Nijalingappa
bas not said 3 word about his responsibility for the
pariy’s debacle. Peihaps it is too much to expect
him to quit mow. The only redeeming thing
appears to be that he is reported to have expressed

his. unwillingness to continue once his term of

office is over.

Hereafler no more squabbling and hush-hush-
ing at the top over leadership question can be
allowed if the party is to survive in strength and
vigour. The rank and file are not there merely to
raise slogans, to obey orders and to suffer heard-
ships. Their voice should be hard. Their ex-
perience at the grass roots level should be listened
to and taken into account.

The Congress(O) stands at the cross-roads of
its political existence: Who shall be the leader

: Mr- Nijalingappa? The party uceds a lead§
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is. He should also be an op
and chauvinsm and a
national integraticn. Has the party such a leader
with tbe required qualities Lo .work for ils rejuvena-
tion? It has. A moment’s thought will tell us that
we have in the person of Dr. Ram Subbag
Sivgh a leader who can build op the party and
rehabilitate its imags in the eyes of the people.
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Dr. Ram Subhag Siogh should be clected the
President of the Congress (O) when the time for
elecling a new leader comes. Itis equally impor-
tant that leaders like Mr. Nijalingappa, Mr.
Morarji Desai, Mr. S. K. Patil and Mr. Atulya
Ghosh whose commitment to socialism is anything

eep-1ooted adherent cf

but enthusiastic or sincere should bs politely asked
aot to burden the party any longer. And the one
all-important goal should be the establishment of a

socialist society: All upholy alliances should be
dropped.

In a State like Tamilnadu the Congress(O)
should bear in mind that its real political foe is the

opporfunist and reactionary DMK under Mr
Karupanidhi. Hence its campaign and programme
of ac ivities should reinforce its socialist image in
the minds of the people. As and when the Centre
takes steps o implement policies that are in tuse
with socialism and thelO-point programme the Co-
ngress(O) should not hesitate to extend its support
and cooperation. 1o this there shall not be any
qua; or personal feuds and marrow prejudices
:
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what prevents it from joining forces willian orgas
satiop whose ideology it shares? May be it is
as simple as that. Bagsuch an elementary ques-
tion cannot help cropping up in the mind of the
common man. The drift of the whole argament in
this editorial is this; the Congress(O) sh-ofild play a
constructive, positive role in the affairs of the J
pation. For this it has to b2 built up carefully to
regaip the old strength and stntu‘re. It needs & top
leader who can “brigg fresh ideas and lnf".;”
mind to the task.” ¢ peeds the leadersbip ©

Ram Subhag Singh and the vigour of youth.

sooner it gets this the petlel:
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