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- "The Fingnce Bill ‘which comés up 5t discuseion in P?rlianent next week
1o only the latest and worat of = bad bunch of Budgete which have brought
India to the brink of pankruptey,” observed lir. ln R, ﬂ.jnsa.m.. .Gez:xeral Secretary
m of the Swatantra Party, while speeking at a public:_mee'f.mg organised by t‘k':la
Swatantra Party at the Constitution Ulub this evening<n observence of a Week
to protest ageinst excessive taxation and wasteful public expenditure.

Pointing out that under the present dispensation the Budget was.the
handuaid of the Plen, the speaker suggested the revamping of the entire pattern
of planning and taxation by giving the first priority &tc providing o ey
household in India with its bagic needs of food, clothing and shelter within
a few years. "What ere alli our Plans worth if the majority of our people
mat remain underemployed and eke out a uiserable existence at sub-human levels?"
he asked.

Though generally production has to precede distributionm, a certain amount
of consumption itself is an instrument of production gince adequate nmutrition
ig necessary for efficient production. Similerly, production by itself was
not worthwhile unless purchasing power in the pockets of the masses of the
people provided an exranding market. It was therefore that agriculture and
light industry must take priority over heavy industry. Though the Chinese
Communist dictatorship had learnt this lesson at the cogt of great misery to
itas people and had been recenily forced toc adopt the same order of priorities

Jin 08 vas recommended by the Swatantra Party, the Congress govermment here was
still porsisting/a false order of priorities adopted from Soviet Russia under
totally different conditions.
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Far from encouraging the nroduciion of food, clothing and building
materials for meeting the basic needs of the mosses, the present system of.
faxation in India picked them out for particular victimisation. Unlike the

_ iucnjm-tax, where there was an czemption limit, even the poorest peasant who
w s Produced much-needed food for the country had to pay land revemu=. Capital
1 investment in sgriculture was a1l togetker inadequate. Np. Masani was not con-—
‘Tir_lced by the Food Minister's optimism recently expressed in Parliament. He
pointed cut that in the last five years the production of foodgrains had risen
from 69 to 79 million tons, which reflected a rise of between 14 to 15 per
cent., Tf:rﬂ: Third Plan had set a target of 100 million tons of foodgrains by
1965f6§. .(,a.n_one Seriously expect a jump from 79 to 100 million tons, Ramely,
a 26 per cent increase within the next four years?" he ‘agked.
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~ Cloth, the production of which should be encouraged, attracted the most
;ﬁdlctwe Taxa.tlun. The increasc in exciee duty on cloth in. the present.
" - = g H e =
~tgn:t me?n-‘ that the textile industry would by itsc¢if contribute .90 crores
cut of a fotal excis ; ' Rs.50C 313 !

8¢ revenue of %.500 crores per annuz, or 18 per cent.

Similarly, building materials suc
» buildiy i sucl as cement bear heav el i
the shortfall in production. e

Pointing out that no less than

P 62 per cent of it =l
" PWEY i N ety oy pe T the additional taxation

P08 - fasani observed that the present Budget thus
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ﬁ:t;;ﬁdd;]ﬁcﬁu:i::t?n the poor. This of course wes inevitsble since. the

Plan. "Those who wich g Pad already been excecded os adnitted in the Third

SR et Srets Or social justice must reelise that this anpiration
reduction in taxation. Surely it is obvious that the
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