( Last year's record very disappointing

Report of RTRC ulcamﬁy Minister's predecessor
and endopsed by all sections of the House with
rare unanimity, - No reflection én Government

policies - whe e:;,II} Plan or}gdgetf.i,_ : /-
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0 Roads
' 156 crores out of 3360 crores = 4.6 % 1st Plan

248 crores out of 6750 crores = 3.7 % 2nd Plan
250 crores out of 10200 crores = 2.5 % 3rd Plan
Anti-climax
What kind of take off without foundation?
Illustrate by national highways (central since 1947)
President of Indian Roads Congress (alao Consulting

Engineer - Road Development - in Union Ministry
of Transport) lists following deficiencies:

1. Eighty major bridges will remain unbuilt;

2. Four hundred miles of missing links will
remain to be constructed;

‘!& 3. One thousand miles will have single-lane
waterbound macadam surface;

4. 11,300 miles will have only a single-lane
asphaulted or cement concrete carriageway,

about 2,300 miles only having a two-lane
carriageway;

5. Hundreds of road-rail level crossings will
remain to be replaced by over or under
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bridges, and

6. By-passes around most of the towns will
remain to be built.

On average no bridge on major river crossing on
every 187 miles (80 missing bridges in
15,000 miles); no connecting link on every
37 miles (400 miles missing in 15,000 miles);
only 15% of the track provided with two-lane
carriageway ppn 2,300 out of 15,000 milea;

9 Shocking record after Union Government's control of
G 14 years requires great deal of explaining.

Rs. 200 crores required - but only 47% crores
available, Remaining Rs,153 crores must be
found. Suggest approach the International
Development Association for a loan. No
foreign exchange involved. Only foreign
exchange on Bs.3 crores required for the high
tensile steel for bridges.

Compare Third Plan allocation of Bs, 400 crores
for Railways for electrification, new lines,
and improving line capacity. Great deal
of foreign exchange involved.
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Vehicles
Second Plan production targets

Public passanger vehicles 22,500
Goods vehicles 69,000

but of these 11,000 passenger and 27,000
goods only replacements ,so netaddition =

11,500 passenger and 40,000 goods against
requirement of 21,000 passenger and 74,000
goods vehicles.
Thus gap of 9,500 passenger and 34,000 goods vehiclese
34,000 trucks equals only 10% of Railways goods
traffic of 50,150 million tons in 1959-60.

1 - )
Steam locomotion outmoded (Quote RTRC)4 &/
e.g. U.K. Railway(share of total i d goods

traffic :
1938 - 65%
1948 - 44%

Of additional traffic gemerated during 20 years,
2/3 went by road and only 1/3 by Railway.

In India position just the reverse. President
of the IRC estimates rurrently only 10% of the
traffic going by road. This is due to
discriminatary policies plirsued by Planning
Commissiop in favour of Railways, despite
approval ‘b, the House of RTRC conclusions.

Though Roads defectivq‘avan present roads not
fully utilised. e.g. U.K. 28 motor cars and
9 commercial vehkcles in 1956. - In India

1.82 motor cars and 1.64 commercial vehicles
per mile of surfaced road in 1960-61.



Considering that road transport provides more
employment and revenue to the exchequer
than the railways as proved by a survey made
by the National Council of Applied Economic
Research, Government has failed in its duties.

Even administrative proposals made by the RTRC
such as for strengthening of the Union Ministry
of Transport, have not been carried out.
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Cogl Problem
Century 01d - on 18June 1857 Coal enterprise

received a telegram from its harmssed repre-
sentative at the Mines which ran as follows:

"You say, send coal; I say, aendiwagong."zmore
; No improvement in railway service after 104 years.

A\ i F
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I‘ ;,--w' Quote Chairman of the Indian Mining Association at
)| ". "  the Annual General Meeting on 24th March, 1961:
ifi“’ "The moat substantial increases can be obtained
i by the greater use of road transport, although it
A

is impossible to assess with any reafl accuracy the
| number of additional trucks which can be made
available for this purpose in the immediate future.
This Association has been pressing for a number
of years for an immediate programme of repairs to
the connecting roads in the coalfield areas, and
\ the present crisis dictates that every priority
must be given to this work. Far more important
still is the need for immediate attention to the
main artery - the Grand Trunk Road - between the
coalfields and Calcutta, since the Railways will
not be able to maintain even the present level of
transport to industrial units in the Cdlcutta area
if they have to transport an additional one
& million tons per annum to Calcutta Docks for coastal
shipment. An immediate improvement in this vital
link can be obtained........ .This is, however,
Ionly a short-term solution, and we must have without

——

 further delay the construction of the Durgapur
Expressway which must then be continued to Asansol.
This construction, if put on a priority basis,
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could be completed within 18 months, providing
conaiderable employment and without any reliance
on foreign exchange, and such an Expressway
could permit of the additional movement of about
2 million tons per annum between the coalfields

area and Calcutta."

Not true that roads cannot transport even coal
economically.

Road Transport Team of NFC shows that as against
current railway costs including terminal
£ 3 charges of 8 np. per ton-mile on broad gamge,
9/, 12np per ton-mile on metre gauge and 26 np.
ﬁ(//f 4  per ton-mile on narrow gauge, a 12-ton truck will
2l .-v;f" carry coal at a cost of 6¥np per ton-mile and

linP & 15 ton truck can do so at 5 np per ton-mile.

?" Ao 6 i
it f " s If even now. instead of }agips railway lines :
/9 ,-, v which cost around Rs.10 lakhs per mile,wide /, 2.8

roads will cost only a third of this figure/ 73 4
and there will be no transport trouble. To )-w‘:--
persist in pouring yaluable foreign exchange

in this context in/railways is sheer perversity.
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Neogy Committee
Compliment HVQO

Refrain £7om msi’q‘f/auaationmim at
this stage,though bias in favour of railways
clear. Several questions like leading
questions,
Discuss only composition. { .
\“” Except for Chairman, dapartmentﬁéécretarieu
' all pre-occupied with routine.

Constantly being shifted and changed - no

8 t}r in compoaition.ygr
P
:lac sion5 should,.\'be formed by a
body of - thde€should be from the

ranks of public men and Parliamentarians,

Suggest change even now if any results to be
obtained.

Otherwise Committee's conclusiogfwill have
no relation to public opinion.”
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The opening of post offices in villages generally resulte
increase Ii}n thge hus?iness available for the LIC. A few selictei
ces in the rural areas should also open savings ban
ts in order to help the cultivators save money.

he 38 cases of employees who had been proceeded against for
P ic?patiog in the strl:i)keyshould be considered sympathetically.

\/ Shri M. R. Masani: The results achieved by the Ministry in the

field of development of roads and road transport were not
satisfactory. No action had been taken in pursuance of the
recommendations of the Road Transport Reorganisation Commitiee
which had at one time been welcomed by the Government. On
the contrary, the cause of roads and road transport had received a
setback in the last year.

The provision in the Five Year Plans in respect of road develop-
ment had been progressively on the decrease;-it had fallen from
469, in the First Plan to 259, in the Third.

A lot remained to be done in the case of national highways also;
as many as eighty major bridges remained to be built in addition
to four hundred miles of missing links and hundreds of road-rail
level crossings. A sum of about Rs. 200 crores was needed for that
purpose but a provision of only Rs. 47} crores had been made. Govern-
ment should consider approaching the International Development
Association for a loan for that purpose.

The trend in other countries was towards the roads but in our
country it was the other way round. The railways were reigning
supreme and only 109, of the traffic was carried by roads, Road
development should be encouraged as it gave employment to more
people and earned more profits at a lesser cost. The cost per ton
mile of freight by road, provided heavy trucks were used, was less
than that in the case of railways. Secondly, cost of road construc--
tion was less than that incurred in the laying of railway lines.
Road transport could play a vital role in the movement of coal

also. The Planning Commission should be 3 ' :
allocations for road transport development. S gl e

The composition of the Neogy C itt A
officials should be replaced by public men. should be altered;

£ * % )
* A . .
M. N. KAUL,
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Synopsis of debates dated the 3rd April, 1961 P

for ‘basty’ read ‘hasty’
read ‘borders’. Y. Page 364, last para,

1 Page 361, line 1,
line 3, for ‘horders’

M. N. KAUL,

5 .,;;;A‘S— ]--— = M il = gl = N Secretary.
upplem i T T o

e SEparatgly, ent covering the rest of the proceedings is being

Price: 10 nP. ,
@ 1960 BY Lok SapHA SECRETARIAT



- —

383

3 , - -
remain unsolved. It was proposed to create a directorate for deal-

ine with the residuary problems. o
% All the Demands for Grants relating to the Ministry of
Rehabilitation were voted in full.

MINISTRY OF TRANSPORT AND CoMMUNICATIONS

i . Vittal Rao: It was gratifying to note that the target
fors‘gg Epe?nng of rural post-offices had been achleved.. Dithry
system to villages where there were no post offices should be im-
proved. Villages accessible by roads should be grouped togethe:
and the postmen should be provided with cycles.

The recommendation of the Pay Commission in regard to the
payment of a daily allowance to postmen should be implemented.

Post-cum-telegraph offices should be opened: at places where it
was not feasible to open telegraph offices.

Much headway had to be made in regard to the expansion of
telephone services in the country.

The P & T Department had failed to construct buildings for
housing post offices; amounts allocated for that purpose should not
be allowed to lapse. Steps should also be taken to see that all the
employees were provided with quarters.

No reasons had been given for the increase in the contribution
to the general revenues from 4 to 4:25 per cent. A committee
should be appointed to go into the question of the sharing of the
revenues between the general revenues and development.

The printing of letters by business houses on the post cards
whereby they used them in place of book post should be banned.

The recognition of the National Federation of P & T Employees
which had been withdrawn after the strike should be restored. It
should be remembered that the strike had been for the demand
for linking the dearness allowance with the cost of living index

and for the implementation of the decision taken at the XV Indian
Labour Conference.

Mangalore, Tuticorin and Kakinada ports should be devel

. ! oped as

;1:5{%8; g]}arts, The direet Madras-Rangoon service shou]g 'St'
i )

A national highway s}
and Hyderabad. BRI eIoM e eonshucled s hetieen Nagbus

If any State Government wanted to i :
- ; nat : .
or freight service, the Centre should n:::t stanlgnﬁ}lbe any passenger

their way
No gliding centre had been opened i :
the target was for ten such centlies. e Seeons o hens

A morning service should be started b
The civil aviation employees’ demand for g?:ft??nyal?m? Py
be conceded. allowance should

“Shri Barman: By the end of |
: ) 1 last vear 399
l";:l‘.?ll population was being served \.ﬁitgr ;;1]1: Eg‘;‘f{t, ‘iir" of QUL
should be extended to the rest of the population also. . =
The condition of the runners w %

but proper that a demand for a E:ISai‘Eer’rlldmwmmg and it - was
conceded. : Y allowance for them was

A telephone exchange should

Cooch-Behar sub-division. be installed in Matabhanga in the

—






