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SUBJECT: n"Non-Nehru View from India"
PARTICIPANT: Minoo Masani, member of the Swatantra Party of India

: W, Flannery X :
mDBRﬁTOR : lf‘-'[zi’i'}; Goldberg Time: 15 12

FLANNER i i d neutralist stand and
2 WE SEE IT, India's gont1nge t :
1n515¥e:ée gﬁ admission’af Cummun1sF China to the Ugitednggilons
is hard to understand in view especially of recent Commu

Chinese aggression against India.

One man from India who has definite vigws D? thedsituatlon is

Minoo M :  member of the India parliament, an : :
genegala::g;étary of the Swatantra (Freedom) Party of Ind12: T21s
party, formed only a few years ago, emerged in the last_ng iona
elections, both on the natiopal and state levels, as main
opposition to Premier Nehru's Congress Party.

ter, Harry W. Flannery, talks with Mr. Masani for
Eﬁgzriagggrsiggggn Ef the KBC network and the AFL-CIO, I want
to add that Mr. Masani is one of India's distinguished orators.
He was a friend and coworker of Gandhi, was thé mayor of Bombay
in 1943 and his country's first ambassador to Brazil, 1948-40.

With Mr. Masani is Harry Goldberg, of the AFLTCIO.Department of
International Affairs, who served the federation in the Far East
for many years.

Mr. Goldberg will ask most of the questions. Go ahead Mr. Goldberg.

GOLDBERG: Mr. Masani, would you say that most Indians were surprised
by Communist China's attack against your country?

MASANI: I don't know what the proportions would be, but in India
there were people who were surprised and others who weren't. Now
there are people like me who had been studying this situation

ever since the occupation of "Tibet in 1950, who thought such an
attack was inevitable at some time or another. On the other hand,
there were others like Premier Nehru and Mr. Krishna Menon who
pEDfESSed to be'greatly surprised when the Chinese landed down

the slopes of the Himalayas last October and November,

GOLDBERG: What would you say, Mr., Masani, has been the effect

upon Indian public opinion of this attack by Communist China
against your country?

MASANI: T should think it has been pretty educative and salut
A p y utary.

eal of the fog or mist or illusion that existed because

.Of the nature of! the Chinese Communi st Regime has been cleared --
though not quite all. When the fighting started, the Indian people
were able to see in action who was who and what was what. The
result was that most people among the intelligensia were able
to say; '""Now we know who our friends are." Meaning the United
%;gtggﬁan? Br1ta1n.‘ On the other hand, they also found out about
e ca led Un-Aligned Club. The members of that club, to

ich we belonged, turned non-alignment against us, And it was

rather bitter %o taste the ici i ini
1 medicine which we had administ
pther countries involved in the cold war. e

FLANNERY: Mr. Masani

been informed of the

» how do you account, therefore, since India's
insistence,

: nature of Communist China. for t : '
continued insistence, i e

United Nations? on Communist China being in the
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is 4 ; : bly so as not to
t this in cold storage presuma
annoy Communist ghina further. So, I W%¥t2 :alagh:tm:ﬂzn%piiggment
i i i lic opinion. r
is lagging well behind pub s g A o

Mr. Nehru was shaken. He seeme ’
?ﬁ:eggiimfggﬂ in which he had been all those years about Communist

i ithi when the fighting

i and he said so. But within a few weeks, Wh : :

523336d dhe seems to revert now to his old position of make-believe
of beliéving that it As possible to co-exist with the Chinese

Communist regime.

government has p

background of these differences
pulls, what was the )
huffle that the Prime Minister

GOLDBERG: Mr. Masani, against the
and the different political pushes and
significances of the recent cabinet res

made? !
!

MASANI: I find a great deal of interest in this country on this
subject. It all started with a move by the chief minister of Madras
to resign from the chief ministership of his state to go back to
organizational work within his own party. This was probably as
a result of one or two bi-elections being 1ost by the Congress :
Party in his state. As the Kamaraj plan as it isfcalled.affer this
gentlemen, therefore, started by being a organizational gimmick or
Ga move. To take some good people out of government and put them into
the party machine in order to give‘it new life and vigor.

As evidenced, however, by the elimination of certain members of the
union cabinet and of dix chief minlisters of state governments,
it appears'to have taken a different form. For instance, among
the Six cabinet union ministers who have been eliminated, there
are two who have no relation to the Congress organization at all.
Now this means that other motives, and othHer reasons have entered
into this picture., There are people in India in the Congress Party
who have told me that they lodk upon this as a move to please
Mr. Khrushchev, because Pravda had pointed a finger at two of the
cabinet ministers -- the finance minister and the food minister --
whose reslignations were later accepted and the Congress Party
certainly in parliament had demanded their ouster. So one of the
gotzves gome_people think i$ a kind of pro-Soviet gesture presumably
in the misguided belief that by such moves Khrushchev could be
induced to protect India from Mao Tse-tung. The other motive that
has been discussed in Congress circles in India, is thHat this might
‘ia be a way of clearing the path to the Succession to Mr. Nebru him-
, self, All kinds of speculations are going on. And among the names
/ mentioned for such a possible successor is that of Mr: Nehru's own
: # daughter, Mrs. Indira Gandhi. The fear being that she would be a
} somewhat Blind=Prime Minister who would be guided even more than

Mr. Nehru by Mr. Krishna Menon who ;
5 S = continues to be
{ factor in Indian situation. a very powerful

FLANNERY: He is still behind the scenes in India?

| ' |
i?ﬁfgg; Oh& I think he is still a very good friepnd of the Prime
I and a very close adviser of the Prime Mihister.

ggzﬁ%gig-togzat in your opinion, Mr. Masani, are India's chief
whigh 3 e CDy.tas you see tHem, in this very difficult situation
R untry faces? And what is the problem of* your own
Yy € Swatantra party, as calculated to meet these problems?
ré problems that are tremendous and
SIBH Sscn o dorn: We ha¥e, first of all, the population problem
tHa%. Indihoni it any effort or any system of political thou ht’
g adopt by shear impact of the increased populati%n

which goes up at the 2
) at
might say, that the maine e Saceopudict ion et

tech 1n problem is to increase i
Kssnie. i e aac it of technslogy, Now Inggg“ggglggaagg
is' to increase the sﬁmcggizzléfso I.:ould_say Sontothe phes ngz&
to supplement i capital from within t
Df nt it from what can be gotten from uutside?e %ﬁ?gtizaiﬁd

er incentives in economic i
STAboar AR policy. M
Fore, tD.PrﬁVidg_thg ecessary igcentiv:

ol

ey i

MASANI: Well, I thj
nk t
almost overwhélming. ety
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i t government 1is
don't think that the presen

ﬁﬁEﬁﬂgf ‘°°"t')-n§3§t?3es. go inflationary polic§e§ ﬁhrOugh ok

providing those 1 through the attempt of collectivizing the lan

excessive taxation, t : m e e LE
an of cooperative farming. ) is ¥
igﬁefn:g:tgigg En fact are denied and the result is that India 1s

not making economically the same progress that itwgiggiizzzefgzde
e balledfa.more 11bg;aihgo;ig§;n let the men and
i 3 Germany, 1 . :
instance, wﬁth Erhardt of G i it ol

and they!will make the country A ,
§E§u§f23y ogignd for a?miXEd economy of state gnd free enterprise,
but we do stand for encouraging private enteipgxse. in ol .
agriculture, we stand for peasant proprietorship and a gr S
assistance {o the farmer on the lines that have been so successtu

in Japan and Formosa.

ANNE i to put into the
Y- Mr. Masani, has your party been able 1
g%ecf1§ns people in practically all of! these state elections for
the various congressional seats, or not?

i i to our
MASANI: No, I am afraid not. At the last elections due
I;mifations'in material resources -- money and people -- Wwe oqu
put linto the field 170 parliamentary candidates out of a possible
500. But, of course, we hope to do very much better in 1967.

FLANNERY: You were quite successful, however, in these races.

MASANI: We were successful in the recent bi-elections, particularly,
because out of eight parliamentary bi-eledtions that have taken
place since the last general election my party has carried three
seats including one by myself. The Communist party has only carried
two and the rest have gone to Independents. That is pretty
satisfying in terms of our general election effort., |

GOLDBERG: Mr. Masani, as a labor organization, obviously we are
interested in the labor situation in your own country. How about
the situation in labor, the progress of the trade unions, the
relations between the trade unions and government on issues, etc?

MASANI: I am glad you asked me that, because I find that in this
country my partyl has been misrepresented as a conserative party.
Actually, I would call it a liberal party in the Buropean continental
sense of the term. As it happens, I happen to be a patron of

the Liberal International and have come here after attending the
Congress of the Liberal International at St. Galle in Switzerland,
Now my party stands for a fair deal to labor, for the fullest rights
of trade union organization for the normal processes of collective
bargainingand for the right to strike being preserved even for
government or state employees. There have been some interésting
debatqs in parliament in which Prime Minister Nehru has argued

tha? in a nationdlized enterprise under socialism the right to
striie has no place. ' While I, on behalf of my party, have argued
that the right to strike and the right to bargain collectively

1S an essential part of a free society. So we put free trade unions

glgng with free enterprise as essential elements of a free social
rder.

FLANNERY: The Congress party up to now has been the only real party

in India. Do you have a hope, T should i 1

- uld imagine from what vou have
:een able to,do so far, of being able to bring about a twog art
ystem in India? ! o

MASANI: Well, I was
: a member of the Congress Party for a art
2acacginturv, mostly under British rule. And someyof ;s hggerlgit
gress party in the hope 'that you just mentioned of building

uP a two-party system which w : : :
democracy. And until that twéll give India a real parlidmentary

I'm afraid one of the sl -party system comes into existence
% ements of : §ila
Provide a representative gover e s it R
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FLANNERY: Thank you, Minoo Masani, general secretary of the

Swatantra (Freedom) Party of India, and Harry Goldberg of the
AFL-CIO Department of International Affairs. This is Harry W,
Flannery, speaking for the AFL-CIO and inviting you to be with us

next weeF at this same time for AS WE SEE IT.

This program a presentation of ABC public affairs has been
brought to you by the ABC radio network and the affiliated stations

to which you are listening.
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2 i i tralist stand and
ANNERY: AS WE SEE IT. India's gont1nged neu : a
f§s1sfe§ce on admission'of COmmun15§ China to the United yai1ons
is hard to understand in view especially of recent Communis

Chinese aggression against India.

One man from India who has definite views 02 thedsituation is
Minoo Masani, member of the India parliament, an : :
general secrétary of the Swatantra (Freedom)_?artv of India. TElS
patty, formed only a few years ago, emerged in the last_qatlona
elections, both on the national and state levels, as main
opposition to Premier Nehru's Congress Party.

Before your reporter, Harry W. Flannery, talks with Mr. Masani for

this radio station of the ABC network and the AFL-CIO, I want

to add that Mr. Masani is one of India's distin uished orators.
6 He was a friend and co-worker of Gandhi, was theé mayor of Bombay

in 1943 and his country's first ambassador to Brazil, 1948-40.

With Mr. Masani is Harry Goldberg, of the AFLfCIo_Department of
International Affairs, who served the federation in the Far East
for many years.

Mr. Goldberg will ask most of the questions. Go ahead Mr. Goldberg.

GOLDBERG: Mr. Masani, would you say that most Indians were surprised
By Communist China's attack against your country?

MASANI: I don't know what the proportions would be, but in India
there were people who were surprised and others who weren't. Now
there are people like me who had been studying this situation

ever since the occupation of "Tibet in 1950, who thought such an
att4ck was inevitable at some time or another. On the other hand,
there were others like Premier Nehru and Mr. Krishna Menon who
piofessed to be greatly surprised when the Chinese landed down

the slopes of the Himalayas last October and November.

GOLDBERG: What would you say, Mr., Masani, has been the effect
upon Indian public opinion of this attack'by Communist China
against your country?

MASANI: I should think it has been prett i
I : y educative and salutary.
A great deal of the fog or mist or illusion that existed becausey

iof the nature_offthb Chinese Communist Regime has been cleared --
though not quite all., When the fighting started, the Indian people
were able to see in action who was who and what was what. The
result wﬁs that most people among the, intelligensia were able
;g iay; 'Now we know who our friends are," Meaning the United
th: ggqgg?lBrlta1n._ On the other hand, they also found out about
hate 1 ed Un-Aligned Club. The members of that club, to

ich we belonged, turned non-alignment against us. And’it was

rather bitter ko taste the medici i
r 2 edicine which we had admini
other countries involved in the cold war. dminisiEEenE

FLANNERY : ) :

EEEE‘IHTormgé'g?afgnl' how do you account, therefore, since India's
insistence., Continuzdngtggetof Communist China, for the government's
United Nations? insistence, on Communist China being in the

Similarly, they w !
pursued tnwn:dg T;g:g.llke t0 _see an entirely different policy

1k the ~ Most Indians stand for the <
L right to selffdeﬁgrn§natzbn of the Tibetan peop?S?ergszn ok
vy ek _1-’iillllllll

a
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i ' { ably so as not to
this in cold storage préesum
Eoverng?n;dgzztpg;inalfurther. 50! 1 W%uld say th:tmzzin%ggzzgment
?gnngggﬁg well behind public opinion. There was

- e seemed to emerge from
il wheg Hr.wgigguhgasaghzggz al? those years about QQngnzst
the dreamlgn :?d so. But within a few weeks, when the flghblgg
e 5 :ndheesge;b to'revert now to his old pos%t10n of mqke; elieve
2;oggiiéving that it Ais possible to co-exist with the Chinese

Communist regime.

GOLDBERG: Mr. Masani, against the background of these i;ffe;ences
and the &iffe;ent political pushes and pulls, what w§s r ?me i
significances of the recent cabinet reshuffle that the Pri

made? !

i : i reat deal of interest in this country on this
Eﬁgjggi. IIilgilas%arted with a move by the chief m1n15te; oi Tadras
to resign from the chief ministership of his state to gg b:c so
organizational work within his own par?y. This was probably a

a result of one or two bi-elections being lost by the Congress )
Party in his state. As the Kamaraj plan as it 1s_ca11ed.af§er this
gentlemen, therefore, started by being a organizational glmmlck_or
move. To take some good people out of government and put them into
the party machine in order to giver1t new life and vigor.

As evidenced, however, by the elimination of certain members of the
union cabinet and of Six chief minlisters of state governments,

it appears!to have taken a different form. For instance, among

the six cabinet union ministers who have been eliminated, there

are two who have no relation to the Congress organization at all,
Now this means that other motives, and other reasons have entered
into this picture. There are people in India in the Congress Party
who have told me that they look upon this as a move to please

Mr. Khrushchev, because Pravda had pointed a finger at two of the
cabinet ministers -- the finance minister and the food minister --
whose reslignatidns were later accepted and the Congress Party
certainly in parliament had demanded their ouster. So one of the
motives some people think i% a kind of pro-Soviet gesture presumably
in the misguideéd belief that by such moves Khrushchev could be
induced to protect India from Mao Tse-tung. The other motive that
has been discussed in'Congress circles in India, is that this might
be a way of clearing the path to the Succession tio Mr. Nebru him-
self. All kinds of speculations are going on. And among the names
mentioned for such a possible successor is that of Mr: Nehru's own
daughter, Mrs. Indira Gandhi. The fear being that she would be a
somewWhat blind Prime Minister who would be guided even more than

Mr. Nehru by Mr. Krishna Menon who continues to be a very powerful
factor in Indian situation.

FLANNERY: He Fs still behind the scenes in India?
T ——— ¥ i

MASANI: Oh, I think he is still a very good friend of the Prime
inister and a very close adviser of the Prime Mihister.

GOLDBERG: What in your opinion, Mr. Masani, are India's chie
prgElems today, as you see tHem, in this ve;y difficult situaiion
Whqu your country faces? And what is the problem of* your own
party, the Swatantra party, as calculated to meet these problems?
problems that are tremendous
We have, first of all, the  population przggem
t any effort or any system of political thnught'
E:ghz adopt by shear impact of the increased population
Sint e tE i the fgte of 2.5 percent a year. Therefore, one

Y, at the main problem is to increase production and

technology and the fruits of
£ ”
People and too little capital;eChnology' PR e ek e

B gt so I would, say that the othe
& ssﬁggz;zgiﬂi:hgrﬁgmwggzaéaofbcapizal frcmywithin the cou;tgsegnd
n be gotten from outsid Thi i

m C e
p: t;'shggiigust b: Proper incentives in economic'pnlicy.hlayagaln
- e pradzc:;onhgggfere, to provide the necessary incentive, to

i : _ Lprnduct;vity both on the land and in industry,

: Wttt 2

MASANI: Well, I think there are
almost overwhelming.

Which seems to defeat
that Indin
which goes
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MASAN i t is
t+ think that the present governmen
e T gen A N iy ;o inflationary policies through

Srovidi i ives. ies t
kg :gzziigﬂcegﬁigugh the attegpt of collectivizing zgisland
ﬁﬁgsis:zg slogan of cooperative farming. In many ways 1in

way incentives in fact are denied and the IESU1?IiS'tE:thzﬁgizasz
nn¥ making economically the same Erogress tQat 1 Wplgelieve e
under what may be talled a more 11b?ﬁaihp0iiggén iet Licve L om

i ith Erhardt of Germany, 1 e . -
;g:t;:gg} woose and they !will make the country strong. Sotln s
industry we stand for a mixed economy of state and free enterprise,
but we do stand for encouraging private enterprise. 1In P
agriculture, we stand for peasant‘proprietorsh1p and a gr ot
assistance to the farmer on the lines that have been S0 SuccessSIiu

: in Japan and Formosa.

i to put into the
y- Mr. Masani, has your party been able 1
2%:§¥§§n5 people in p;actically all of these state elections for
the various congressional seats, or not?

i i due to our
MASANI: No, I am afraid not. At the last elections
Timitations in material lresources -- money and people -- Wwe only
put linto the field 170 parliamentary candidates out of a possible
500. But, of course, we hope to do very much better in 1967.

FLANNERY: You were quite successful, however, in these races,.

MASANI- We were successful in the recent bi-elections, particularly,
Because out of eight parliamentary bi-eledtions that have taken
place since the last general election my party has carried three ¢
seats including one by myself, The Communist party has only carried
two and the rest have gone to Independentsl. That is pretty
satisfying in terms of our general election effort, !

GOLDBERG: Mr. Masani, as a labor organization, obviously we are
interested in the labor situation in your own country, How about
the situation in labor, the progress of the trade unions, the
relations between the trade unions and government on issues, etc?

MASANI: I am glad you asked me that, because I find that in this
country my partyl has been misrepresented as a conserative party.
Actually, I would call it a liberal party in the European continental
sense of the term. As it happens, I happen to be a patron of

the Liberal International and have come here after attending the
Congress of the Liberal International at St. Galle in Switzerland.
Now my party stands for a fair deal to labor, for the fullest rights
of trade union orgarization for the normal processes of collective
bargainingand for the right to strike being preserved even for
SOVernmeqt or state employees. There have been some interésting
debates in parlimment in which Prime Minister Nehru has argued

that in a pationdlized enterprise under socialism the right to
StrikKe has no place. ' While I, on behalf of my party, have argued
that the right to strike and the right to bargain collectively

is an essential part of a free society, So we put free trade unions

glgng with free enterprise as essential elements of a free social
raer.,

FLANNERY: The Congress part

Y up to now has been t
in India. Do you have a hop he only real party

e, I should imagine from what h
been able to,do so far. of : e You have
system in India? | y being able to bring about a two-party
MASANT -

Well, I was a member of the C
ongress P
of a century, mostly under British rule & arty for a quarter

th Y - . And some of us have left
upeacgzﬁfgzitpartytln the hope 'that you just mentioned of buildigg
democracy AzdsﬁﬁtiT ﬁﬂgihtwlll AR ke St
I'm afraid one of the 21emen¥g~party Syocom comes into existence

. ; of democracy in o B e
RESYAE 2 representative government is stgll lagaggétlon oo
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FLANNBERY: Thank you, Minoo Masani, general secretary of the
Twatantra (Freedom) Party of India, and Harry Goldberg of the
AFL-CIO Department of International Affairs. This is Harry W.
Flannery, speaking for the AFL-CIO and inviting you to be with us
next weeF at this same time for AS WE SEE IT. v

This program a presentation of ABC public affairs has been
brought to you by the ABC radio network and the affiliated stations
to which you are listening.
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£ 1 d neutralist stand and
ANNERY : SEE IT, India's qont1nge t a
flsisfegée gi gﬁmission of Commun;sf China to thetUE;;;ﬂnggilons
;2 hard to understand in view especially of recen

Chinese aggression against India.

One man from India who has definite vigws on thed51tuat1on is
Mindo Masani, member of the India parliament, ant e SR
general secretary of the Swatantra (Freedom) Party e
party, formed only 2 few years ago, emerged 1n1the ton
elections, both on the national and state ieve s, as m

opposition to Premier Nehru's Congress Party.

orter, Harry W. Flannery, talks with Mr. Masani for
Eﬁggriaggﬁrsiggion of the KBC network and ?he_AFLTCIO, I want
to add that Mr. Masani is one of Indlajs distinguished orators.
He was a friend and cokworker of Gandhi, was the mayor of Bombay
‘) in 1943 and his country's first ambassador to Brazil, 1948-40.

With Mr. Masani is Harry Goldberg, of the AFLTCIO_Department of
International Affairs, who served the federation in the Far East
for many years.

Mr. Goldberg will ask most of the questions. Go ahead Mr. Goldberg.

GOLDBERG: Mr. Masani, would you say that most Indians were surprised
By Communist China's attack against your country?

MASANI: I don't know what the proportions would be, but in India
There were people who were surprised and others who weren't, Now
there are people like me who had been studying this situation

ever since the occupation of ‘Tibet in 1950, who thought such an
attdck was inevitable at some time or another. On the other hand,
there were others like Premier Nehru and Mr. Krishna Menon who
pﬁofESSed to be"greatly surprised when the Chinese landed down

the slopes of the Himalayas last October and November,

GOLDBERG: What would you say, Mr. Masani, has been the effect
upon Indian public opinion of this attack by Communist China
against your country?

MASANI: I should think it has been pretty educative and salutary.
A great deal of the fog or mist or illusion that existed because
of the nature ofl the Chinese Communist Regime has been cleared --
‘though not quite all. When the fighting started, the Indian people
were able to see in action who was who and what was wha¢. The
result was that most people among the intelligensia were able

to say; "Now we know who our friends are." Meaning the United
States and Britain. On the other hand, they also found outl about
the so-called Un-Aligned Club. The members of that club to

which we belonged, turned non-alignment against us. And‘it was

rather bitter to taste the medicine which we had administered to
othér countries involved in the cold war .

FLANNERY: Mr. Masani, how d
. o 0 you account, therefore, since India's
?ii?sigiormed of the nature of Communist China, for the government's
S nce, continued insistence, on Communist China being in th
United Nations? & ¥

MASANI: I think, frankl i jori
o Tt i Sr.ste opgintnere 1s a gulf between the majority

iggaagdetﬂe Efesent government. Most

‘ - e 1a break o diplomatic relati

;;;Eigngun;:t China and oppose its entry into the United ;ggions

pursued géwanﬁy would like to see an entirely different policy

the tacht t s Tibet, Most Indians stand for the assertion of
- o seif-ﬂetgrmfnatlnn of tHe Tibetan people. But the
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: 1 : ably so as not to
this in cold storage presum T
government has Put Sh1S fhner. So, 1 whuld say ehat the govermmen
gnn;y Cqﬁg well behind public opinion. There w?O S il
;gve;gg: when Mr. Nehru was shaken, 1¥etﬁegzegears ik
:n which he had been a 0 2 ;
the dreamlzndszﬂdwg;? But within a few weeks, when the f;ghzxgg D
ghina dud o€ eeés to revert now to his old position of make-belie

E;Dggggév?igsthat it is possible to co-exist with the Chinese

Communist regime.

GOLDBERG: Mr. Masani, against the background of these :;fferences
=nd The different political pushes and pulls, Wha: ¥§§ Prgme i e
significances of the recent cabinet reshuffle tha

made? !
]

: i reat deal of interest in this country on this
%5%%%%%. Ililgilas%arted with a move by the chief m;n1ste;agi rgdras
to resign from the chief ministership of his §tate 0 ggabl 2
organizational work within his own party. This was prg y
a result of one or two bi-elections being lost Dy the1 3ng§$ss o
Party in his state. As the Kamara) plan as it is called a _e; is
gentlemen, therefore, started by being a organizational gimmic _o;
move. To take some good people out qf goverpment and.put them into
the party machine in order to givejlt new life and vigor.

As evidenced, however, by the elimination of certain members of the
union cabinet and of 8ix chief minlisters of state governments,

it appears 'to have taken a different form. For instance, among

the six cabinet union ministers who have been e11m%natgd, there

are two who 'have no relation to the Congress organization at all.
Now this means that other motives, and other reasons have entered
into this picture. There are people in India in the Congress Party
who have told me that they lodk upon this as a move to please

Mr. Khrushchev, because Pravda had pointed a finger at two of the
cabinet ministers -- the finance minister and the food minister --
whose resﬁgnatigns were later accepted and the Congress Party
certainly in parliament had demanded their ouster. So one of the
motives some people think i$ a kind of pro-Soviet gesture presumably
in the misguidéd belief that by such moves Khrushchev could be
induced to protect India from Mao Tse-tung. The other motive that
has been discussed in Congress circles in India, is that this might
be a way of clearing the path to the sSuccession to Mr., Nebru him~
self. All kinds of speculations are going on. And among the names
mentioned for such a possible successor is that of Mr: Nehru's own
daughter, Mrs. Indira Gandhi. The fear being that she would be a
somewhat blind Prime Minister who would be guided even more than

Mr. Nehru by Mr. Krishna Menon who continues to be a very powerful
factor in Indian situation.

FLANNERY: He is still behind the scenes in India?
——— L

I L]
MASANI: Oh, I think he is still a very good friend of the Pri
J rime
Minister and a very close adviser of the Prime Mihister.

GOLDBERG: What in vour opinion, Mr. Masani, are India‘' i

) ) : ia's chief
prQElems today, as you see thHem, in this very difficult situation
whagh your country faces? And what is the problem of" your own
party, the Swatantra party, as calculated to meet these problems?

MASANI: Well, I think there a I
A overwhélming. re problems that are tremendous and

: We hdve, first of all, the population
i roblem
ﬁﬂgghlzs?:s to defeat any effort_or any sys%em of political ghought'
e go;s Egggt igzpiazy S?egrslmpact of the increased population
1 e .
Bightice ) by tae e ! percent a year. Therefore, one

N problem is to increase production and

technology and the fruits of
\ tec i
People amd too little capitalj; 5.3 S iomelan s fied oo See

bl ae SO0 I would say that the ot
;2 sﬁpl?gigzie_:hg Sum total of capital frnmywithin the cgsgtgiegnd
i rom what can be gotten from outside. This again

means there must i i : :
patty's Galigy iabihprnger incentives in economic policy. My

. €retore, to provide t : A
incr : 3 _Provide the necessary incentive
__ ease production and Productivity both on z pie
3 {

the land and in industry.
i \
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tt think that the pres?nt government 1s
So inflationary policies through Sy
‘ve taxation, through the attempt of collecthv1z19§ :EES an
excess:h logan of cooperative farming. In many ways t S
o Et§ve§ in fact are denied and the result is that In 1333
i IHE?E 1ecohomically the same progress tQat it m1ght‘havefm e
nD;emaw;a% may be talled a more liberal policy. We believe for 2
ggst;nce with Erhardt of Germany, id the slogan, let thgomig an
the mnne§ ose and they lwill make the country stro?gée S0 due
industry we stand for a mixed economy of staEe and rIn p .
but we do stand for encouraging private ente p¥15e.d 0
agriculture, we stand for peasant_p:oprietorshlp and a gr ey 2
assistance to the farmer on the lines that have been SO sSu

in Japan and Formosa.

don
MASANI: (cont.) Now we
providing those incentives.

i le to put into the
FLANNERY: Mr. Masani, has your party been ab .
elections people in p;actically all of! these state elections for
the various congressional seats, or not?

MASANI: No, I am afraid not. At the last elections due to our
l1imitations in material lresources -- money and people -- we oqu
put linto the field 170 parliamentary candidates out nf a possible
500. But, of course, we hope to do very much better in 1967,

FLANNERY: You were quite successful, however, in these races.

MASANI: We were successful in the recent bi-elections, particularly,
Because out of eight parliamentary bi-eledtions that have taken
place since the last general election my party has carried three .
seats including one by myself. The Communist party has only carried
two and the rest have gone to Independents! That is pretty
satisfying in terms of our general election effort. !

GOLDBERG: Mr. Masani, as a labor organization, obviously we are
interested in the labor situation in your own country. How about
the situation in labor, the progress of the trade unions, the
relations between the trade unions and government on issues, etc?

MASANI: I am glad you asked me that, because I find that in this
country my party' has been misrepresented as a conserative party.
Actually, I would call it a liberal party in the European continental
sense of the term. As it happens, I happen to be a patron of

the Liberal International and have come here after attending the
Congress of the Liberal International at St. Galle in Switzerland.
Now my party stands for a fair deal to labor, for the fullest rights
of trade union organization for the normal processes of collective
bargainingand for the right to strike being preserved even for
government or state employees. There have been some interésting
debatgs in parlifament in which Prime Minister Nehru has argued
th&?ﬁln a nationdlized enterprise under socialism the right to
strike has no place. ' While I, on behalf of my party, have argued
that the, right to strike and the right to bargain collectively

is an essential part of a free society. So we put free trade unions

:1325 with free enterprise as essential elements of a free social

o -
Eﬁﬁhgﬁﬁz. The Congress party up to now has been the only real party
- - Do you have a hope, I should imagine from what you have
een able to,do so far, r

system in Indiaz | of being able to bring about a two-party

MASANI: Well, T was a
member of the Con
of a century, mostly under British rule,

gress Party for a quarter
the Congress party in the h

And some of us have left

: : democracy in its
provide a representative government is st§11 1ggig§;tlon .

-
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FLANNERY: Thank you, Minoo Masani, general secretary of the
and Harry Goldberg of the

Swatantra (Freedom) Party of India,
onal Affairs. This is Harry W.

AFL-CIO Department of Internati
Flannery, speaking for the AFL-CIO and inviting you to be with us
next weeF at this same time for AS WE SEE IT. .

This program a presentation of ABC public affairs has been
brought to you by the ABC radio network and the affiliated stations

to which you are listening.



