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FIVE DAYS IN FORMOSA AND QUENMOY

M. R. lasm.

Text of a speech delivered under the
(anspioea of the Indiamn Council for
World Affairs, Bombay Branch)

Mwesday, November 5, 1963- 6 p.m.

. Chairman, Ladies and Gentlemen- I am dl ways happy %o addrese the
:inﬁ? branch of the Indian Council for Yorld Affairs. I would like
toehare with you some impressions formed during five days in Taiwan
and Quemoy - a relatively big ieland and a very tiny island. The
Portuguese have a habit of discovering attrictive little 1slands and
giving them nive names. When they found our own city they called it
Bon Bahia = beautiful bay ~ and when they found Taiwan they called it
Ilya Formosa which meane a beautiful island. That is where the name
comes from. That was very far away in 1583 when the island was first
discovered. It is a very beautiful island, very lovely countiry, hilly;
13,800 eq., miles with a population of about 12 million people excluding
the Armed Forcee. Of these 12 million, 10 million are indigenous
Taiwanese who are Chinese by origin but settled in Taiwgn for a long
time and 2 million are the people who came from the Mainland during the
exodus i December 1949 when the National Govermment of China had to
evacuate the mainland and base itself on Taiwan., ‘The population is,
in other words, comparable with that of Australia on the one hand or
of Sweden and Norway put together on the other, In addition, there are
15 million overseas Chinese outside Taiwam and outeide the Mainland,
mostly in Hongkong, Thailand, Indonesia, Malaya, Singapore and Viet-Nam.
Taiwan is a very thickly populated country. It has the second highest
density of population in the world, the first being Holland.

1 at this stage explain, Mr. Chairman, that my visit to Taiwan was
A pravate vielt as a citizen at the invitation of the National Taiwan
University, a leading University there. ‘e invitation was to visit
Taiwan for a few daye and to give a talk there to the University on
"India after the Chinese Communist Attack,"

While I was there, having given my talk, I met a lot of peo le
and sa
88 much as I could in those five days, and I assure you I;;heg worked m:
:;ry hard. At the end of it they s2id that I had been a very willing
ctim of the routine they had set out for mé from earl morning till

very late in the night. I met educationiste and
the Speaker and BT ¢ Journaliets. I met
Opposi tion partysgm:hl:::bere of Parliament including the spokesmen of the

are two Opposition parties - and vari
Ministers, a varioue
State. o' 1 WAas received by Fresident Chiang kaieshek, the Head of the

The men in Peking don't seem to understand that a private eitigen can
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another epuntry. They seem to think that if anyone goes abroad, he
gld.ytgoe- on the ogzr of his Government, That is undoubtedly true of
the communist countries and it is interesting that, inspite of all the
education that they have been recelving one way and another, they still seem
to think that an Indiam politician or an Indian public man cannot vielt
another country unless he is instigated to do so by his Government! In
fa6t I vieited a country which our government ingiste does not existl
1t is a non-existant part of the world which I visited., It is very real,
I can aseure you, and I wondered when 1 was there how the non-recognition
of the Republic of China figeconsistent with the thesis of "universality"
which ie supposed to underlie the poliey of our Government, according to
 which the Peking regime exists, but the Republie of China does not exist.

At thie point, let me say one thing that in faiwmn, in Hongkomg

in Bangkok, there was ome point which I stressed both in my publie speeches
and private conversations. And that was to explain the concept of

freedom and this faet of freedom which we in India enjoy. Vhen we travel
around Asia, we have reason to feel proud. Ve may be very fed up with
things in our own cofintry but whenm we go abroad we realise that however
backward we might be in our economie progr@ss, however undesirsble many

of our policies might seem to be, there is onw thing that we enjoy along
with the Japanese and one or two countries in Asla, and that is complete
freedom, complete political freedom, freedom of the press, frcedom &
discussion, freedom of Opposition. 'This is something that we enjoy in a
measure that, except for Japan or may be one or two other countries like
Malaya, is not practiced in Aeia to the same exten®. Therefore I took the
opportunity to say how proud we were of thie freedom and the faet that a
citizen like me could exercise it in the way that T was doing. I made

no secret of saying that, inespite of my other criticisms of our Government,
this was something for which all of ue in India, ineluding our Govcrnment
have reason to be proud and for which they may be congratulated.

Now, let me sqy a little about Taiwan as a count taking the

ad social slde firsts I do this because so litg; ie lmgvm abgl‘:%n(‘gi.:

country. Even I was relatively ignorant about what went on there before

I went there. They have received a great deal of American economiec aid

Three biltlion dollars of econmomic aid sine® 1950. But, as the @lay Rep;rt

has pointed out, Taiwan is one of the countries where that aid has been

ngszheffeotively and wicely utilised. fThe result is that the rate of growth

g : e GNP, the Gross National Product is at around 7.7# per year. Ours

h; +2%. e standard of life in ¥ormosa ie next only to Japam, the
ghest in Asia except perhaps for Ierael and Turkey at the other end.

Their leading industries are su £
fisheries anad gar, fertilisers, detergents, sewing machinee
goods lndustn:‘;?h gich like. In other words they are mostly consumer ’

when the Chinese o:l;grinwere some Corporations that belonged to the State

and the Japanese left after the w

ggi:;ngnuggattzepmoesa of what the GCermans call 'Privatig%if:"l- th;geare

R e e Ean%?ng the factories back to the people, floating them

e i ot ngthovar their management to shareholders and their

was 1nd1941 bet;re an:n o;.iapma::azﬁet?':rhlgzea; gl;berladt fa::ories, o

ol with ’ 8 ’ . ater

mdroprgim. Iht:: ggtguouon of the war, bday, there are 22.375 ?‘:otorie

Apanese left there were 50 cars in the whole ialand.s
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Tday the streets are full of lovely ecars such as we are not entitled
to buy in our own country.

t in industry. They
al strength of Taiwan lies in agriculture, no

ﬁ: gea;:icn;turag people, Very proudiofit, and building theirtecm;g:ic
gtrength on their agriculture. This is something that stands ou '.l; ¥
figures put out by the Food and Agriculture Organisation show tha %, €
people in Tedwan grow the highest ecrop of rice per acre in the world.

Japan comee second.

as this been achieved? I think the mmswer is two=-fold. First

:o‘v'chr;'f?n: :tioe of land reform, which was put through in the years af ter
1949. In 4949 was the first phase-~ rent control. The landlords were .
extorting very high rents from the tenants and the first step was to se
37-5% of the amnual yield as the optimim rent that amy landlord could
charge from his tennt. Two years lated, in 1951, public land belonging
to the State was sold to tengnts in small lots so that more and more
peasante were settled on the land as peasant proprietoras A kind of
national bhoodamn if your like. 4nd thirdly in 1953, a Land to the Tiller
Act was passed by the Provineial Assembly elected by the people of
Taiwan which fixed a ceiling of 7 acres per head for rice 1and and 14
acres for per head dry land. Of course you would multiply by four or
five according to the eige of the famfly. The point they make there
was that full compensation was paid to those whose surplus land was thus
taken away and given to other landleess farmers. The result of this
reform is that today 86% of the farmers own their own land., 1This is the
first reason for the high agricultural yield. The other is the heavy
capital investment. Land reform without capital investment, they say, would
not have given thes® results. They pump a lot of money into the land and
that momey 1s pumped largely in the form of fertilisers, chemiecal
fertilisers. f"They say that through this chemical fertiliser, yield has

ne up very much. Ipstead of one crop or two crops a year they now have
our crops a year. They had a winter crop, then the first rice crop,
then a summer crop and then a second riwe crop. Now, apart from the two
rice crops, they grow cash crops in between the two rice erops. GSome of
the things they grow in summer are watermelons, jute, soya beinsj some of
the things they grow in winter are tobacco, wheat, sweet potato, soya
beans, corn, flax, vegetables and barley. As you can imagine, with two
rice crops per year and two cash erops in between, the Talwanese farmer
makes a very good living. I visited some farm houses and I think it is
true to say that the Taiwanese farmer lives better tham a lower middle
tlass man who has a job in the city. A great deal of credit for this

should go to the Joint Commissi
SR et e aa s Y sslon for Rural Reconstruction which was

and in 1948, just before the National Govermment
was pushed off the Mainland. t
R o e K g experlis.consiats of a Chinese Chairman, one

The whole of the rural devclopment and
agricultural development is guided by this Joint Commission. ¥ o
The e

of 2 Tural ox row materis) ings THetb pSein, ¢, 120t o yers 1 mostly
- - . eir biggest export is, of cour
:gﬁ:“ &:ttotal exporte are of the order of a hundred 'il'ld forty ::ilion
Bhcats hre “Ylegrv nd of thiw a third is sugar. Other main lines of
ch as we might well consider, since we alwaye think of
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ting Kanubhai shah
anufacturkd goods. I suggest to my friend Mr.

et:g:rmne :ural grodnotg could also be worth exporting. Formosa nake: g:ra
million dollars a year from the export of mushrooms. fIwelve million do

from the export of pimeapples which has developed only in the last two

years as a major crop. They earn a lot of foreign exchange from the
by=products of agriculture.

' countries, the new countries of Afriea, have been more
meﬁ:ﬂ than us. X They have realised what Talwan ie doing. The resubt
is that betdeen the countries of Asia and Afriea there are about 1,600
trainees, farmer trainecs in Taiwan today from the countries of Asia and
Africa learning about the Taiwamese experience. Te African countries are
asking for teams of agricultural experts and farmerw to be sent to Afrieca.
vhen I was there, there were four teams of 40 farmers from Taiwan inl Liberia
Tibya, Dohomey and the Ivory Coast. Other Afriean natione arc in queue
waiting for their turm. A veterinary team was about theleave for Ethiopia
in the next few days.

fThe transport and communivations system is one of the best in Asia. There
are excecllent highways before which ours look terrible in comparisom. Power
installationes have gone up tenfold in the last fifteen years. There is
elect¥ieity in the larger mumber of farmhouses. More farmers have electric
power to light their homes and turm little machines for processing their
stuff. And all this has heen done while B0% of the national revenue is

d{vot:d to military expenditure, in vkew of the situation in which they are
plaged. ’

1 met some intelligent German observers who have been lecturing there at the
Universlityes and observing and writing on Taiwan. ‘They said that the
standard of life in the last five or seven years had gone up perceptibly.

Another success is in the field of education. 96.52%f of the children of
school=going age are in schools. Iiteracy among the popudation as a whole
is 90%, seecond only to Japan which legds by a 1ittle hemd. At the National
Teiwan University, by which I #as invited and where I lectured, there were
only 85 Taiwanese when the Japanese left. ‘"The rest were Japanese students.
Today, at the 10 or 12 universities that have sprung up, there are 44,300
undergraduate etudents. For a poor country by world standarde, they fxave
Televieion. ‘They have two networks covering the whole island and a great
deal of education is earried on through Teleyision networks.

Now I come to the political aspect. 'The Government is carried on aceording

to th
,neu:n?{i:.l’rimﬂpbos of Dr. Sun Yat Sen, these principles being

Demoecracy and People's Livelihood." I visited th

Yumn which is the nmame for their T . site € Legielative
‘arliam an

with the Speaker and some dogen me g PRt ¢ e B

establi mpers. The Young China Par which wae
1942, shed in 1923, and the Demoeratic Socialist Party, estagiahed in

were re
dotd T toldpl;::nted at the discus=ion. We dlscussed Opposition a great

about the Motion of :
Ba of No-confidence we had tabl

:e§1h§:§§ ::O::bi: :1;::::;1‘ I asked them if the Oppoeition partje.gé womt:%
Republic., ey said s no-confidence in the President of the Chinese

re very happy with him and there was no reason
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" that was not the point.

Itottau:aah::;; gtﬁoﬁ:nft::n:;. thiytg:gt?;:e?:twould they beable to

e : but there was no
sable such a motion? I found that there werc smiles, g c gerged 1

. A woman Member of Parliament argued that they wer

gzazu::;e:artine the rights of the Opposition should be limited. dI %
argued against this and pointed out that if the British had accepte +
principle they would have lost the last war since Chamberlain would :ve
remained Prime Minieter amd mot been replaced by Churchill. I pointe
out that we in India followed the British practice of asserting our
rights even during a war when it was as neceesary as during peacetimes
So we had a very interesting debate amongst ourselves. fThey pointed out
that the Kuomintang members themmelves acted as am Opposition along with
the emaller groups. ‘Tey gave the example, for instince, that last Spring
a corrupt publiec prosecutor called Wang Chen had been beated up severely
by the Seoret Police to extort a confession of his corruption. This had
led %o a full day debate in Parliament where the Minister of Justice was
put on the mat and asked to reslgn apnd the Contro Yuan, which is the Upper
House, had appointed a Committee which wae investigating that particular
case and would pliblish ite report very soom. So they pleaded that, when
occasion arose they were also nmot remiss in doing their jobs as NMembers
of Parliament and of the Opposition.

There are to be ho elections to the National Assembly until they get back
to the Mainland. I asked how they jucstified this and the answer was that
a gingle province like Taiwan could not be allowed to eleet the National
Government of the whole of China. fThat is a perfectly valid loglcal
answers It is true that the Provineial Assembly of Miwan was elected in
1959 and that fresh elections are expected next year, The result is that
that Provineial Assembly of Taiwan elected by the people there is a very
much more léve body than the Legislative Yuan which is the National
Parliament elected on the Mainland and ecarrying on ever since. ‘e
overnor of Taiwam is etill appointed by the President and not élected by
the Provingcial Assembly. I suggest&d there wae no reason why a start

should not be madc by electing the “overnor of Maiwan instead of waitin
until they got back to the Mainland, y .

¥hile there is no diserimination betwcen the 0ld Taiwanese Chinese an

new Chinese from the Mainland, there is undoubtedly a dislocatio: of Z‘Il.o:hl{
life. I would like you to consider what would happen if Delhi wae occupie¢
by the Chinese Communists and the whole of the Government and the whole of
the Army and the Alr Force and all their supporters,

8

&m were to move down to Maharashtra, 1f two nilllonagi' m ;t%;}:nf:*:n
re:ﬂ:gg were to move down to Maharashtra, oceupy all the biggenst offices,
—as tgn the biggest care in order to carry on the Nation's defence
. terr.lble ;nuur in Delhi, you camn imagine we people in Bombay would not
- P ent{ appy and would wish that Delhi could be liberated so that
h pro%abl emen could go back to New Delhi. 'The attutude of the Taiwanese
=y yn;u;methix{g 8 little like thie towards to the people from the
POl o thaty would be very happy to see them g0 back to Namking or

2 they can live their own lives peacefully ae a Province.
There are some

Bapses in the sph
3 pPhere of eivil liberty. We have th
e ey e S el ez, T2 el B et
ot bors ro € Free China m:
Lel Chen. He was given a ten year sentence not for ai:agg:ﬁfea
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tién which, according to them, endangered thelr
T o "Their mational security. Tie is a kind of test cace, einoe
the IPI has not accepted the justificatién for the sntence. 1 made
my business to make myself inconvemient by asking Ministers and ey
Yuomintang leadets about Lei Chen. They were all rather unhappy abou
it. I suggested to them that the strength of the Chinese National
Government would be better established internationally if they would
release the editor and allow him to write$ I tried there, Mr. Chairman,
as you can see to do my best as A good Tiberal functioning in a semi-
1iberal environment. However, this editor is amother Djitas. He sends
poeme which are published in the magagines and is interviewed by his
fallily.

According to foreign observers, I have in mind more Continental people
than Americans, the climate in regard to eivil liberty has improved,
people talk more framkly, I was told by a foreign professor that in his
own Univerwity members of the Kuomintang Party, who are professors,

many times take a very heretical line in the course of thelr leedures

and that nothing happens to them. ‘There is no Secret Police terror. 1f
a man has the courage to speak out of turn he can speak. If he is
cowardly and wints not to do so he doesn't and of course in India we know
many people who don't exercise that right elther!

Now we comée to the military position. On the military front, by all accounts,
the Chinece Nationaliet Army is one of the finest in Asia., The Alr

Force is equipped with the most modern jJets. Most observers there believe
that the Chinese Nationalist Army and Air Forece are, man to man, supetbor

to the Chinese Communist Army and Air Force. '

I visited Quemoy or, as the Ghinese call it, Kinmen, which is a little
isband off the port of Amoy. It lies im the mouth of the harbour. Our
plane flew very low over the water as we approached the island for fear
of shelling from the Mainland. I was lucky to have had on that day as
a fellow passenger one of the sons of President Chiang kal-shek, General
Chisng-Wei Kuo, the Commandant of the National Defence Academy who was
going on an inspectlon tour of the island. We landed safely and spent a
most exciting day in this front line of the defences of Free Asgia, fThe
island ie 50 square miles, encircled on three sides by the Mainlemd. The
batteries on the Mainland are turned on the island and thg islmmad's
batteries are turmed on the Mainland. Te minimum distance from the
nlninland is 2,300 meters or about a mile and a half, fThe artillery on the
1!11:&&!1& can ragze everything on the island from three sides. The remult
ad at most of the installations are underground. fThe batteries are
Underground, the barracks for the soldiers are underground, the

Headquarters are und
are underground mdf;s;c:fnd, the dining rooms are underground, the clubs

Godrej, who has also been to Quemoy reminded
Wrld,  mis o'y piiruL dnderground cave, the largest man-mae cave in the
speeches, everyt g theatre and amphitheatre whera drama, musie, concert
aesthetd s elﬁnh”“t ¢ takes place. It is beautifully done for a eave. fThe
are in the fronmt 11;euoraigi:t:11 over the ieland. You wouldn't think you
decorated. 4And I can underata;:l nye T saang ie beautifully painted and

month « With men sitting there
» Jear after year, walting to be atdacked and waiting to gggk?ff:r
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b ¢#fiecult to keep morale up to the point it ie ma

go:u;'fl :ngicould gee, that morale was excellent. The soldiegdlhok;:e
the most fighting fit that I have seen ahywhere else in the wo 'kquthat
as smart as our own soldiers on parage. 1 motice that Peking d1;1:11.!11n -
T was there to boost the morale of the KMT forces on the island. the
assure you that they needed mno boosting from me. But if my goingﬂ er;,
as an Indisn who fratermieed with them, raised thelr morsle a little, wl?l
delighted becauece I do look forward to the day when these b#ave troops
1and op the Mainland and liberate the people of China from the brutal
Chinese yoke.

Now, several thousand guerillas have been dropped on the mainland in the
last twelve months. Some of them have been caught and execute(_l; others
have suwvived, stayed for several months, and come back. The information
they bring back is very interesting. This February, the Chinese
nationalists got so bold that they took a few foreign correspondents on the
Mainland, kept them there for 24 hours, and brought them back safely to
show how easily this operation cam be performed.

When I wae in Taiwan there were Joint Operations between the Americans

and the Chinese Nationalists in the South of the island. American aircraft
with troops landed from Okinawa which was the nearest American base, and
dropped troops from a a2 aireraft carrier while Chinese airborne troops from
the North aleo landed in the South. The press referred to this whole
operation as a "defensive" operation to drive out the aggressor. 1t was
obvious to me that the "defensive" operation was diplomatic double-talk.

Now Quemoy and Mateu have four major purposed; one, of course, 18 to act as
a shield to defend Taiwan from atiack from the Mainland; the second is to
blogk the port of Amoy from carrying on amy trade, which has been
successfully donej the third is to prevent the Communiet Chinese from
expanding into the Western Pacifie; and the fourth is to act aes a Jumping
off point for an invasion of the Mainland, as and when that time comes,

S50 far as we are concerned however, whether they lamd ar not

y Quemoy and
Matsu are really performing a very helpful function. Tey are pinn{n; down
very major communist forces which might otherwise be free t0 come to Tibet
gﬂ place themselves on our border. According to the Chinese Nationaliste
the number of Communist td#oops pinned down opposite Quemoy and Matsu on ;
"e s?.uth East Coast is about half a million men of the army, forty naval

s3€le of various types ineluding destroyers and about 250 alreraft,

mostly MI
airfoi-oe ?m;?a, opposite the islands. So, quite 2 large part of the erack

army of the Chines® Communiet
points to stop an attack on the Ha.inlandf T B o o S S

No
Wy the intelligence that is brought back by the guerillas who come back

from the Mainland is
AW e’ 1Y Btmi;tglfltfxis natures According to them, heavy industry

the f nd of light industries or consumer
et I Shin Tyorekise 2 5 0 g sl oF ooy, e e o
in 1961 the Chinese Gogn eap Backwards in 1961. You will remember that

decided that th minists, having tried forced induetriali eation,

w
engines. But b ge;':l:gitzgta mistake and then decideé to reverme the

The result they went from one extreme to t
priority; f;::ttggiﬁmmm announced in Mareh 1962 the ne&eogg:r;i’
re, then light industry, them heavy industry, the

T
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lanted
der of priorities. Having done that, they 1iterally transp
31';{3380?1;:»13 ‘f‘ron the cities and drove them into the village:ﬁto work
on the 1and, thus denuding the factories of skilled labour and cre gg
unekilled labour in the villages! Just as mad as they were earlie{ when
they were forcing people into big #actories trying to produce ateel.

with no mare parts or replacements coming from the Soviet Union since
13;5. Ohinouq,conmugiat industry is running down very rapidly and today
g¢he Chinese Communists are turning %o the West for industrial replacements.
Judging by the queue that is forming there from the countries of the West,
they will no doubt be able to get these in course of time.

On the military plane, according to Chinese Nationalist Intelligence, the
Mr Foree is in a very bad state. There are mo new planes or aireraft
available and since 1959 the Soviet Government has given them no replacemente
or spare parts. ‘he result is that in order to keep their planes in the air
they are resorting to what is known as cannibalisation. They break up one
plane in order to get the parts to put into another plane. By.this process
of cannibalisation, they have eaten up one thipd of thelr alr force already.
Two thirds still remains and the two thirds, ccording to the Nationalists,
consiste of 2,700 planes. Now thewe 2,700 pre called semi-operational,

as many of them are not fit to go into battle. A1l of them are now

obsolete Ilyushins or old MIG models. None of them are in a poeition to
meet the modern jete tha% the NationalistsCijinese cam put into the air,

They are so short on gasolene that the pilots are mot being trained any more.
According to the Nationaliste, ithe number of flying hours of training given
to the pilots has dropped to five hours per month. The Army is not in very
much better condltion. There are scme crack regiments in Tibet and some
crack regiments on the South Eaet Coast, but the biilk of the Army is not in
very good condition. lHere again, trucks are being cannibalised, weapons

are getting out of dqte, they are very short on modern equipment and,

except for the best unite which are on the South East Coast and in Tibet,
moet of the Chinese Communist army has very low morale and efficiency. If
you remember that in 1954, when the United Nations gave the Chinese

Communiet Prisoners of War the option to go back to China or to be repatria-
:*.ed to Taiwan and reeall that 14,000 ous of 21,000 chose to go to Taiwan

::nd not to go back o the Mainland, you cam imagine how how the marale

oday must be after this deterioration in the militaky and ecconomic situation

n the doplomatic front, inm 1962, 59 countries had reco
gnised the Chinese
mcyubnc in Taiwan and 39 countries the communist regime in Peking. What is

leresting is that the ne® African State b
choice in a manne s are able to exercisg their
Afriean sm"ésnﬂéﬁ which shows greaier maturity tham our own. Jighteen

e establi
Kepublic of China i:ne;'aimslnfmEd T ey e e e

while only tem have recognised Peking.

t‘:ti:::tt?a-thelhisnnot an old habit of carrying OVGrggrom the pggt, 3;1:538
7 ey ; gan orfuropean countries. Here are new States arriving
ke e th’;t 3 :,;{ ons miking an intelligént and civiliced choice. fThe
highest majority ¢ e United Nations, as you know, last month they had the
fon: g Bl o:}r the recognition of the Natiomalist regime, 57 votes
m,i' P 1lprovuenchint o: at;: 3223 ;;azgo;-epekinﬁ Withth12 abetentions.
swi teh . s -sud

ed from abstention to supporting the Republiogof chgggnzgegu:h;glﬁant



< - -9. .

bour in Malaya, which is leading us all in Asia today in many
ﬁ:pt%:t:fis?nong the ovegseas Chinese also, the Communists are loeing out
and the Nationaliste are gaining. 1 made enquiries in Hongkong on my way
out from Taiwan about the Double Temth which has just taken place on the
10th of October. ‘They sald that in all the last ten years, Never had there
been oo many Nationmallet flags, and never had there been so few communiet
flags as on the 10th of October thie year., So the overseas Chinese also Aare
voting in their own way for the Republic of China.

w I come again ainst this bickground, Mr, Chairmang to my own viglit
z:d talks n:lagth o;rgin people. ‘The to;ﬁca that I covered in my talks with
the Government leaders in Taipei were <ibet, relations with India and the
1iberation of the Maimland. I put them in that order because frankly, for
me, TMbet was the most important of the lok., I am very glad that the
Chairmen of the Afro-Asian Council ofi Tbet, Mr. Jayaprakash Narayam happens, .
fortunately for us, to be with us todays I felt that anything that could |
be done to draw attention to the right of the people of Tibet to self-
determination and freedom was the beet that I could do during my short stay
tl;;re and the contacts that I was making. And so I made that my first
priority.

1

My firet appointment, immediatly on arriving, was with the President Chiang
kai-chek because he was leaving for those meneouvres in the -outh that
morting to whieh I have already referred. He saw me at eight o'clock on a
sunday morning just before leaving for the field of mameouvres.

I etarted by vaddhling Precident Chaing'e friendship for India to which, you,
gir, have referred and 1 told him that we Indians were not an ungrateful
people, even though we might look as if we were. Mamy of us had been
completely unreconeciled to all that had been done in our name for the last
ten or twelve years. I dalso told him that, last October=November, when the
Communists were attacking, my own remarks that we owed am apology to him

that we should make amends to him for the injustife done to him @md that

we should now ask him to come to our assistance by opening a second front

had evoked applause from big gatherings in Rombay and Delhij which is what
happened. 1 told him that we in India had Yearnt thie last year to
distinguish between the Peking regime and the Chinese people, =mnd that we dia
not hate the Chinese people at all. Evem our Prime Minister had s2id more
than once that our fight was with the Chinese Hommunist Govermment, it was
not with the people of China., I asmred him that our regard for cﬂinese
restaurants in Bombay @nd elsewhere was undiminished! I also told him that

all
~ Democratie Opposition parties representing about 39% of the electorate,

ad
e i:e;andod the severance of diplomatic relations with the bandit regime in

,‘f:g:‘;; eame time, I told him that the position of the Republic of China im |
country, and I ‘::1‘;"{;:1191' explained nor properly understood in @hima my |
S grateful if he would throw some light om it so that |

i

who w
of Tbet and cm,.ﬁr:oiﬁeggs of the Chinese Nationalists and of the freedom

theref rry these fagte to the Indiam
hbe:f:;; g:trzb him three questions. One about the poali"tgg%ein i:a ard
grd to the relations with Indiaj amd the third was o aalfo
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him what was his understanding of the Chinese Communist attack and the cease
fire that followed.

le
ident said that he was very deeply moved that a¥ least some peop
geliﬁg stillangarded him as a friend and remembered what he had becn @ble
to do for India. He was very happy always %o meet someone from India and
assured me of his friendship for the Indian people.

President answered questions very clearly. On the first Q estion on
%get. he reaffirmed th?neolaration that he ‘had made in March 1959 in a
Message to the Pgople of Tibet where he had said that as soon as hg had got
back to the mainland he would help the people of Tibet to assert their
right of self-determination and choose their own destiny. 1 asked him whether
he would authorise me to repeat on his behalf his reaffimation that the
Republie of China accepted the right of the Tibetan people to full selfe
determination and he said he reaffirmed that declaration amd I was welcome
to quote it. He was absolutely categorical on this question.

On the second question of relations with India, he sald with great emotion
he recalled that he had stood out alone among the War Leaders in Vorld VWar II
in arguing for immediate freedom for India. He said he had palid a very

he price for it, because the British were antagomised. They had never
forgiven him for this amd the hostility of the British was symbolised by
their rushing forward to recognise the Communist regime. This was a legicy
he had incurred because of his friendship for the Indiam people. IHe gaid,
however, he did not regret it for one moment; he was glad that he had done
this because it was the principled thing to do, to stand for the freedom of
another people, and that the faet that i1t had hurt did not in any way make
him bitter. He said that in all tem yeare he !'2d not s2id a word in publiec or
in grivate againet the leaders of our Government or myome in India at all,
that he had always regarded the Indiam people ashis friends, He menfioned
that the Republic of China, like Indla, had a record of peice and good
neighbourliness and he felt sure that when the Republic of China was
reestabliched on the Mainland there would be no difficulty whatsoever in
solving whatever outstanding is:sues there were bhetween India and China in the
most friendly and amicable way, ahd that he for one would be very happy to

plck up where they had broken off in 1949-50, He felt that India
both free, could work together for peace and freedom in Asia. and China,

On th .
attacze?t“ question I had asked, why he thought the Chinese “ommunists had

ahd then stopp#d fight
BRI Ront: Gaeiend stn Rek 16 Sttt ap Ll ihat ko Waver BE R R

capability of going deep into India. They si ’
g:gng: l:g:e':ht;t ia{itnken to attack India in a big way. He said thyat a:ply
-y Sglag oy on: kat strength was poised on the South East Coast, so long
land any time “h:gthept up by the Hepublic of China through the threat to
T g €y could get the opportunity, there was an obvious
or anywhere elaeeag;ga iilllltie_a of the Chinese Communiste to expmd into India
wae that all that theschie Ghlaeso Communist frontiers. So his understanding
linited show of for nese “ommunists wanted to do was to indulge in a

ce designed to intimidate our Government into submiscion.

Ie
fme away from the interview feeling that I had met a big man. I was very

L

-
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hinm
. Aleop, the leading American commentator, who eay
?::g gg:tnzmag;;ghearlig;-, m";l!x:f oloiinf l}:;i: :g;'fghr:: e:; es Tnugg ::dtg’:
New York Herald Tribune, © aysi ang i P g oy
the fashionable twaddlers who have denounced an v = .between e
fault He had the great handicap of one who stands

3}:-‘2?m cul';:uras and does mot fully belong to either. Yet hedis adbig
man, a major figure of the cort that twaddlers cam mever understan ’ a;l
hia%ory 11 laugh at the %waddlers rather than at Chaing kale-cheks
believe this is 1e a fair verdict,

the time I reached Hongkong, something that the President had aaid had
:g.:-;ag come true., He had told me that anything he had said in favouxt- of 4
Mbet or India would be used against him by his enemies, the Communiats. en
1 got to Hongong I found the day I landed that the %, the leading
Communist paper there, alreadg had headlines nd an 0 enouncing
Chi#mg Xal-shek as a Chinese traitor to India, These are the headlines of Ta
Yung Paot " India-Chiang intensify Plot"= "Indian Iiberal Party chieftiin hold
dlocucsions with Chiag at Teipei." = " Tibetan problem is to be settled by
national self-determination, says Chiang"., As if this was a crime that he
had committed, And then there was a long editordal where there are come very
amueing facte which will intereet you. One is that when Mr. Nehru was in
trouble last month over the vote of no~confidence, the Swatant#a Party helped
him to tide over hie difflculties! And then the editorial proceeds: "Once
one knows thie relationshdp one cannot but come to the conclusion that
Masani's vieit to Teipei and hie activities are not isolated and that Nehru
must have made the arrangémente behind the cscene.2 This is all very unfair
to our Prime Minister as it is to myself, But the mailn passage is thiss
"If Chi Kaj-shel has been so stupid with Masani, then this interview amounte
to a selling out of the Fatherland's intcrests and secession of Chinemse
territory. It is bound to meet with the determined opposition of 65 crores
of Chinese people, including our brothere abroad amd in Pibet and Taiwan. It
will only add one more inglorious mark on his alwedgy long record of
ignominious sell-out. According to Masini, Chiang kaieshek told him the Tibet
question will be decided on the basis of national self-determination, Chiang
even wenf =0 far as to allow Masami to quote him to that effeet. . To judge
from the temor of hies talk not only ie he willing to offer on a platter the
disputed territory to Imndia but in the words of Masami he is willing to conside
even Ahe question of granting independence to Tibet,"™ So the whole article
wend on and on, maligning the President for daring to say that the people of
Tbet had a right to determine their future. Another Communist newap aper

saddy’ "Chiang wints to change the Chin Na a i
Fatfonalist Party, $ ese Nationalist Party into the Indian

1 raised with other people than the President the
question of the Liberation of
’-ttg:nt&itlh}l’:ndhand how serious they were about it, because many people outside
SRR sarn t €y are not serious. I can asesure you that all of them are in
Republ Lo :; Gglzot;ttgeiting back. Infict, it is an immutable poliey of the
| Thrhbrly wern en. At they must get back to the Mainland. The Americane, who

ceptical
Wationalist army gnd qirﬂgggzethe military situationm now agree that the

! could defeat the Chinese “ommunist Army snd Al
g‘::;:t:f';g;)& ;:re %lowcd to 1and. But they were worried Bbout what the %
today 48 not o ;mnh zhreal obstacle to a liberatiom of China by the Nationalis
o cooperate in thi fe Chinese Communist opposition as the \merican reluctanc
® effort. Te mquestion arises whether time is running with
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tting weaker
jets, because the Chinese Communist regime is ge
:: ::3:::1 tl:e:; ie more and more r;:giness!:githt:rp:{:h o;‘.‘m cﬁexngizd?
overthrow the regime. ‘The Chinese ence 8 T

was very frank, He said:s " We can only play 2 8
iﬂi ;2:;;:0:% China gve to liberate themselvesy we can only Iigh':hthe i
fusey we ore the detonmatorss but the exploeion has to be madd by e petgmg A
the military operatiom is sub-idiaryy political liberation is the ma}n 8o
And in this perspective I would say that time is running in favour o
liberation.

4o Mr. ilsop, who saw him a we:k earlier, President Chiang eaid,
#%:o:ginsafford to waig’l 1ittle now because we can now see the Comnis?a
growing weaker all the time, Ve need not be in a hurry as we have beer,.
before." Apropos of this, whem I saw the President I found him, he is
seventy-six, looking extremely fit and I told him that 1 wat glad to see
him looking so well because this meant that his ambition of gofng back to
the Mainland would after all be fulfilled,

Now the question about whether the “oviete will come in when the Natiomalists
land ie really a 64 thousand dollar mestion., I took the t#ouble to read

the text of the Sino-tovie$ Treaty for Mutual Defence to find out what the
implications were and according to Artiele One of the Treaty beiween Soviet
Ruseia and Communist China signed on 14th February 1950 the poeition is

very olear. 'The Soviet Union is under no obligation to go Bp the defence

of Peking if the Chinese Nationals land, and obviously they will not do so
in alliance with Japan, them the “oviet “overnmment will have a perfectly
good right to eay 4t hae nothing to do with them. Terefore, legally
speaking, there is no reason to assume that the Sovietw will be drawm into

a big war. Pol}btieally, of course, the position is obscure, It is too

early to say. A great deal will depend on the relationships withing the
Moscow-Peljing Axis., The position might change one way or the other in the
coming months. One thing is clear., Te Chfnese Nationalists say that the
moment they land, Tibet will be free. ‘hey are in touch with the Khamp asg
they are glving assistance to the Tibetan gueridlas, the liberationcfighters,
and they eay there is no doubt that the moment they land, the Chinese

troops in Tibet will be massacered by the Tibet
Beitos hasti Ny, y the etane =nd Tibe4 will have its

According to the Chinese mationalists the quarrel between Moce
o;i.nnot be healed, I happenm to hold a contrary view and I Keptognagggﬁfﬁéng
:.h;?s them trying to put my point of view, but they are very clear on this
vy .nagtlong as Mao and Khruscheweboth are alive, there camn be no e¢nd to

3 + According to them this is a personal quarrel. fThe hatred 8f

Mao for Khruschey : ;
B are theve. ge:d Vice-versa 1s pathological and = long as these two

. : can be no patching up. Once one of them diee, it is
g‘geitb:lt.: ggtawhne‘ggth are alive the Axis esmnot be revived. It ;ppntcd
somewh1t one-sided interpretation of the cult of personali ty,

but they are ve
and lesdership gt:iggrt:go;:pt:'wqt this i a personal fight for position

Now, Mr, Chaimm
hav; bt o wﬂggbw conclude, what are the implicationa of all that I

efore you in this brief time at my dlsposal? ‘There was

e 13
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: a
1assieal theory of Himdu political science that you rea

: ::o::oi’::n;aﬁwo that your gighbour' g neighbour is your potential s%ly.
Your neighbour's neighbour on the other side is your natural ally. irf;
other words, it is good to be ffiendly with that neighbour beoauszh
necessary, you can alwaye have a two fromt war and catech your hos ew1 »
neighbour in-between, It appears to me that this elassical Hyndu doeirine 18
particularly applicable to the situption that exlsts between ndia, Peking
and the Republic Of China, It is a pity that our Government and our Press
have so far neglected the tremendous potentialities that exist there for ue
and the room for maneougre that it gives us in defending our own countrye.

1 think the starting point obviously is to learn %o differentiate bewween
friendly Chinese snd hostile Chinese, Just as we have yet to learn o
difierentiate between friends and ememies in other parts of the world. 'he
second step $e® to bresk off diplomatie relations with the regime in Peking
and the third step obviously would be to arrive at an understanding wi th
the Republic of China. :

Tere is of course a Two=China theory that is belng ventilated these days.
1 would like to eay that to me this makes no semse whatsoever. A Two=China
theory, as things are today, means that the whole of China is to remaln
under the Communiasts, wh¥le Formosa should also be allowed to remain free.
As one who wants to see the Chinese people free from Communiem, just as 1
want to sce all human beinge free, to me this appears to be a very cowardly
betrayal of the righte of the people of Chinma, It is to hand over the
Chinece people to permanent Communist tyramny. I would be prepired perhaps
to consider & Two-China theory when the Chinese Nationalists troops reach
the Yangtse river in their march northwards., At that stage it may be
arguable that a two-China theory may be viable bescause the Soviet Union will
want a sagellite sphere of influence in Northern China., But until the
greater part of China is liberated, there can be no Jjustifiecation for
freeging the front where it is today. Naturally the Chinese Nationaliste
will not evem loock at such a solution. 'They are not prepared to have
diplomatie relations with any regime that accepts the liégitimaocy of the
Péking bandit regime, as they ¢2ll it. I think they are right.

I realise that the measure I have suggested do not stand much chanece

agocpt:mee 0 long as the poliey in Delhi or the personnel in Delhi 1zfnot

ia%sea. In a discuscion in Parliament, 328 late as September 3, when Mr.

d:mt.edintt’ a leading member of the Rajya Sabha amd an eminent and indepen-

it o ry appealed to Mr, Nehru %o befriend Formosa, the Prime Minister
® in reply: " Mr. Nehru said that Mr, Mani had made a very

remarkabl
United naiig:z?aaal when he sald that India should support Formoea in the

This meant not only supnorting formosa but u
thin Be
;:;gan goﬁzt Iﬁdia had done during the last %3 years, 'miquufgtng
B Vi oF on mike fools of ourselves in intermational affairs, No poliey
UsN. the Prime Minister saig ohins 1S, 00Ut from plage to place. In the '
that had repeatedly a i ina was acknowledged there. The only question

risen wag what 4
patently wron & China. And on the fage df it it was
there !.i ".'sr)r‘l‘t;o 17, et the islana

f Formosa was China.," :
{ttle ho 2 «" Judging by this
By the preseat %vemeg:.of 8 more realistic foreign polioy being adoptied

sa Yd
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say that the immédiate remedy would, therefore, be for people to
:o::il:drager than Governmment to Yovernmment approach., There is no reason
why we in India and the Free Chinese in Formosa should not behave in a
friendly manner, should not vieit each other, should not make friends,
should not correspond, shouldfnot exchange ideas, chould not trade and
have other relatioms betwecn ourselves., A2 far as I em sce there is mo
obstacle for thie whatsoever, The Chinese National Government wante
Indians to vieit Formosa, They they will welcome tourists, they will
welcome businessmen, they will welecome educationists, they would like to
see mn exchange of jourmaliste. Our own Government, as I eald, is a free
Government, There is no bam on a.:{one going from here. The Indian
overnment's position is that if the Formoean Govermment gives entry, they
have nothing to say about it. And so any Indian, amyone of you, would be
perfectly free to go to Telwan anytime that you may like and at any time
that you oan make it. There ie no reason why there should not be business,
There ie no real reason why even without diplomatie relations, we should mot
Jump this barrier or curtéin th2t has been erected between those Chinese
who 2re frec and ourselves.

I wap distresced to see that there was nmot 2 single Indian correspondent in
Taiwan, Mot only that, there ie not even a stringer repreczenting a single
Indi'n newepaper. Even local journmalists hive hot beem appointed stringers
%o send ocoasional stories to this country. The Chinese have nothing on
their part, And I suggested to them to =end a mews agenoy reprezentative to
Delhi so at least our mewe can get to them and latér on p: rhaps our
newspapers om appoint people at the other end if they eamm't afford to send
them, We have correspondents in Tokyo and Hongkong, but the gentlemen
who interviewed me in Hongkong salduthat he had not been there for five
years, 1 hope that Indian editore will encourage their loeal correspondents
in the region t pay more vielte there = flying visite to report on what ie
happening theres Information certiinly emm do mo harm even if we do not
have diplomawic relitons. Let us understand nd learn what is happening
;-nouea:l: ::unéor%;qlk:an aam;r; you that anyome who goe: there from amongst

i . ows and Mr. Desai 8 ;
Koy, i1 be very warmlymloones, who was there 2 month before me,




