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IMPORTANT SPEECHES

MASANI : “ Ministers stand before this House rac’{iant
with self-satisfaction at their non-achievements

By Our Correspondent

HE objectives of the Third Plan as stated in the docu-

ment we

more savings and investment;

re unexceptionable. They were,

broadly,
secondly, greater pro-

duction and productivity; and, thirdly, more exports.

Unfortunately, the document
that has been circulated to us
shows that the results are
entirely different from what had
been hoped. I

Even if the admission of
failures is ‘ambiguously word-
ed’, the fact remalns that the
picture is one of dismal failure.
In fact, it is the kind of picture
which no Government should
bring before Parliament without
accompanying it with its own
resignation. e

Now, let me say that this is a
fair summary of what the docu-
ment itself says. On page 1, it

says:
“It has been a period of
slow economic growth. The
increase in national income
has heen of the order of 5 per
cent in 2} years.”

That is, 2 per cent per year,
as opposed to what was hoped
for, 6 per cent — one-third of
the rate of growth expected to
be achieved. And when it is
recalled that our rate of popu-
lation increase is more than 2
per cent, this means an absolute
deficit, going back, not even
keeping abreast.

On foodgrains, the document

says:

“It was of the order of 77.5
million tons in 1962-63 as com-
pared to 79.79 million tons in
1960-61 and 1961-62.”

In other words, there is a
drop, going backwards. Indus-
trial production does not show a
much betier picture. This is
what it says:

“Industrial production in-
creased by 6.5 per cent and 8
per cent in the first two years
of the Third Five Year Plan.”
Once again, it is clear that

these increases are not in conso-
nance with the rise of anything
like 11 per cent per annum anti-
cipated in the Third Plan docu-
ment.

Prices and taxes

have increased
C‘o‘ming to employment, it

says:
“Taking a view of the addi-
tional employment to be gene-
rated during 1961-66, it does
appear that in the first two
at employ-
somewhat

e- net

ME TO
THINGS  ARE rﬁf‘c‘%%‘ A
TAXES.
“If one takes the period of
nearly two and a half years
since the commencement of
the Third Plan, the increase
in the general price index
would work _out to about 7
per cent.”
On taxation:

“Against a target of addi-
tional taxation of Rs, 1,750
crores, during the first three
Years of the Plan, Central and
State Governments have
::g::tﬁlstegqt:;ation yielding

v bty crores
Plan period.” i

‘1 Scrnn +thoa Plan

implementation is defective.
There is nothing wrong with the
honest officials whom you ask to
implement your plans.

It is because your plans are
wrong-minded, because Yyour
plans do not take into account
human nature, because Yyour
plans are against economic rea-
lities and economic laws, that
they are bound to fail, however
honestly and well they are im-
plemented.

PM makes a few

intelligent statements

I am very glad to say that in
the last few weeks both the
Prime Minister and the Finance
Minister have been making occa-
sional statements that show the
first glimpses of economic real-
ism. The Prime Minister has
made three or four intelligent
statements in the last couple of
months, a somewhat unusually
high ratio.

He said at a Seminar at the
India International Centre on
22nd September that big plants
are all very well but it is the
villages which need attention
and that when there is no drink-
ing water in the villages, to talk
of big plans is rather idle.

I was glad to read this because
only last August I said the same
thing from these same benches
when the Prime Minister said:
“I did not think intelligent men
like Masani did not think of the
priority for steel plants.”

I am very glad that some sense
of priority has come at least
even to these gentlemen oppo-
site. Mr. Nehru also said that
the Planning Commission has
developed into some thing which
he had not intended. He said it
had become a huge bureaucratic
organisation, that it had all the
departments of government
duplicated there.

Indeed, we from these benches
have made this criticism that the
National Planning Commission
has no place in a democracy and
that this Moscow Gostplan
transplanted on our territory be-
longs to a communist dictator-
ship and that if you have a
Moscow Gostplan in India then
you are setting up a parallel
government to the Parliament-
ary government and to a cabi-
responsible to Parliament
through it to the people.

M. R. Masani

Minister at last has come to his
senses and has seen that the Na-
tional Planning Commissien is
seeking to duplicate the role of
government.

Perhaps the most jmportant of
the change of front is made on
agriculture. Let me quote the
Prime Minister at Jalpur In
November. He said:

“Agriculture is the key and
the base of all progress—we
dare not be slack. If we fail
in agriculture, it does not mat-
ter what else we have got.”

Not even steel, I presume,
about which we have been so
enamoured all these years! This
is exactly what we have been
saying.

Now even Mr, Nehru has
started falking about the rural
areas. But who has done all
this? 1t is the Prime Minister
and his government which are
responsible for ereating this Na-
tional Planning Commission as a
parallel government.

Indian people will

Judge

It is the Prime Minister and
his government who have been
responsible for neglecting the
villages and diverting their hard
earned resources when they
needed them badly for water,
fertiliser, seed and so on.

But while one is pleased to
hear these gentlemen mouthing
slogans lifted from the mani-
festo of my Party, the question
arises: How sincere is this re-
pentance, how sincere is this
awakening?

I am quite prepared to keep
an open mind. I am quite pre-
pared to watch and see by ac-
tion whether this
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(Continued from page 10)

incere. The ple of India are
i’&cegeing to gotal_:en in by re-
solutions. They will watch and
see whether all this is going to
be done or not.

There are many issues by
which they will judge.
will judge by the form in which
the Company Bills now before
the House will finally be passed.
They will judge by what hap-
pens to the Seventeenth Amend-
ment, whether this piece of ex-
propriation is persisted in or
abandoned. ;

That is how the peasants will
judge. Finally, the people of
India will judge by the next
Budget. It is by these measures
that the sincerity of the Hon,
Prime Minister and his Finance
Minister will be judged.

T4 35 often alleged that we are
just critical, that we have no-
thing to put in the place of this
Plan. Let me suggest an alter-
native approach. You will say.
“Supposing the Plan is to be
scrapped, what takes its place?”
I am prepared to make an alter-
native approach. The starting
point of that approach will be
something said by Gandhiji,
who once said:

“Y will give you a talisman.
Whenever you are in doubt, or
when the selfl becomes too
much with you, apply the fol-
lowing test. Recall the face of
the poorest and weakest man
whom you may have seen, and
ask yourself, if the step you
contemplate is going to be of

use to HIM. Will HE

m anything by it? Will it
restore HIM to a control over
his own life and destiny?”’

(At this juncture, Mr. Maha-
vir Tyagi remarked: This is
most inspiring. Thank you.)

27°5 nP. consumed

daily
s

Mr. Masani went on: What
are the realities? After 17

years, if this had been the ap-
proach of this Government,
would we be where we are to-
day? Would our per .%amta. in-
o T oo o SR
0 e o I on of -
average man in In;ﬂﬁ‘be” Rs. 300
a yvear, would the large major
_ ily consume less than Rs. 150 a

ding ‘Government

consume 27,

daily. i b
This is a measure of our desti

tution and of our poverty! f;lc.l-

this is after 17 years of adminis-

tration b th .
a‘hlhatmaYGJ“““'&;"ic\llm:u:rs of

I want to warn this Gov
Ewm and this house that if tchrtr?‘y
clieve that the people of India
are going to starve in silence
and be exploited in silence till
€ end of the Fifth Plan they
are making a mistake. i

They want change here and

now. The people w
_hc-n- and now. p"["h want change

g to stand this *
when vou die’

demand an imme,
their hard work,

It can be done
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it. I am not quarrelling about
figures now, It is a miserable
pittance. I do not think any
Hon. Member would dream of
living on this for a day.

How is this to be secured? It
means that today's per capita
income of Rs. 330 a year must be
converted into the national
minimum by 1975. If even after
15 years you want this Rs, 30 a
month to be available to the
average man, today’s per capita
or average will have to be the
bottom or the minimum.

capita income will have to go up

to Rs. 540 a year.
get Rs, 330 or RBs. 360 a year as
the minimum, the per capita in-
come will have to be Rs, 540

In order to |

These are things worked out m )

the Planning Commission itself, ‘

It has also been estimated that :

to get this per capita income of
Rs. 540 a year by 1975, we shall
need a rate of growth, not of
this miserable 2 per cent which
has been put before us, but of 7

to 8 per cent a year, even more

. In order to do that, our per
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People of India today are suffering,
their patience has come to an end

(Continued from page 11)
than the target which has not
been fulfilled.

Now, Sir, T to 8 per cent a
year is achieved in many coun-
iries. Japan has touched 20 per
cent; West Germany has touch-
ed it, and in Nationalist China
which I have visited, it was 7.7
per cent in the last two or three
years.

Colossal
under-utilisation
The second thing is fo pro-

vide gainful employment to
people so that their hands are
used productively, so that there
is money in their pockets, some
purchasing power with which to

buy things. This is important.
I am not arguing humanism
here, With these hardened
Marxists opposite, humanism
does not work,

But a certain measure of

nutrition is necessary before
vou can get a productive human
being to produce. So, quite
apart from humanism and de-
cency, eéven from the point of
view of increasing production,
¥ou want healthy, reasonably
healthy able people. So long as
the colossal under-utilisation of
our manpower goes on, as it is
today, we cannot expect pro-
duction to go up.

Now, the implications of this
are that. if you must maximise

production, the available re-
sources have to bhe utilised
Where the return is highest.

Every unit of production must
give the highest possible return

And this can only be achieved
Where production and invest-
ment can shift in  response to
the needs of the consumers. This
Mmeans the sovereignty of the
consumer, consumer preference,
economic  democracy going
alongside of political democracy.
. This can only be done by end-
ing the Stale Capitalist, bureau-

eratic, monopolistic system. It
can only be done if the people
can produce to meet their own
needs and are given incentives
and rewards for doing so.

Maximising production, there-
fore, means two things, first, a
change in the order of priorities.
Qur Chinese Communist ene-
mies, stupid as they are, have
learnt at least that lesson. About
a year ago, Chon En-lai went to
the Chinese Communist Con-
gress and said: Scrap all this
heavy industrialisation. =

The new order of priorities is
(1) agriculture, (2) light con-
sumer goods industries, and (3)
heavy and basic industries. This
was the Great Leap Backwards
after the Great Leap Forward
which failed to materialise.

Even these Communists, rigid
as they are, the worst Stalinist
lot, have come to their senses on
this point at least. When then
are we going ahead following
the old Stalinist model which
even the modern Stalinists have
discarded?

1 have recently become aware
of a queer sense of unreality
about some of the discussions
and the atmosphere in this
house. Outside, in my consti-
tuency and elsewhere, T find
seething discontent. I find rag-
ing anger among the common
people, and the poorest of them
I am referring to.

There is .widening cynicism
and a lack of faith in the
honesty of purpose of this Nehru
Government,

Seething discontent

Even the hope of an alter-
native government, of a change
of government, does not appear
before their eyes.

When we come to this house,
what do we find? An amazing
sense of smugness and self-com-
Dlacency. Months go by, years
go by and problems remain un-
solved; but Ministers stand be-
fore this House radiant with
self-satisfaction at their non.
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achievements! e 3

The economic policies of this
Government have failed as
miserably as their defence and
foreign policies crumbled last
vear” in October and November
in NEFA. The patient grows
steadily worse; his health sub-
sides, he sinks. But the Chief
Physician and his fellow-physi-
cians gambol about the country
proclaiming the soundness of
the patient’s health and their
own magical curative powers.

This image of total composure
may be reassuring to the hon. |
gentlemen on the Treasury
Benches and those who support
them here. But I want to ask:
how long can they shut their
eyes to grim realities? d

How long can they go on like
this ignoring what the people
are feeling, for the people have
given through various manifes-
tations in the last six or eight
months the answer?

Drugged by ignorance

They can go like this only so
long as the people remain drug-
ged by ignorance, drugged by
the cult of personality, and
drugged by absence of know-
ledge. I can assure you, Sir,
and the house that this will not
last for long.

Even illiterate people have
been known to rebel; even an
illiterate  people’s patience
comes to an end. The people of
India today are suffering; they
are getting desperate.

“The mills of God grind slow
but they grind exceeding small.”

/
NEXT WEEK V4

Mzr. S. N. Dwivedy’s speech
in Lok Sabha on the Third
Plan and its grand -cata-
logue of failures.
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JYDTI CALOR-EMAD O}
Immerzad Direct.on-ling—

for starting motors on full JYOTI CALOR-EMAL Card
voltage—features Motor Starterg—air break
(1) Double break per pole contactor with thermal over-
(2) Easy renewability of fixed h:lf‘ relay used in textile
and moving contacts falac

(3} Inherent no-volt protec-
tion and bi-metal thermal
relays




