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STRICILY CUME IDEBNT TAL

For the usc of Gencral Council members ohly

ouiminyy  of discussions at toae meeting of the General Council
keld in Bombay on Saturday and Sunday O and ©, gsril 1972

Ratpl oy Jfgutd 1

Mr. deiie Patel : The President welconed members to the neeting.

: - He referred to the Lerforurnce oi tae P.rir dn

the reoea .t clectiuvne to the Assepbls and said tazit one mizht describe
it as very poor periforumance. ie should ask curselves why we failed
in 1971 and again tais time ? He reiered tu certain papers thet

nad beon circulated to mewbers anw in perticclar to Dr. Cooper':
letter which nad raised certaln has.c Llssues.

Dr. Cooper had posed three alternatives before the Council, vizg

{., merging it with like-minded parties, aad
&. Qissolving the part; and allowing its neither: to work either
in pon-part; organisaticns or ii the
Ruling Coapress.

(x)* Continuinr the Part; as it is,
; so desired fn dndin the

Mr. Patel sald thot the object of the Geue:al vouncil wmestli, Was oo
review the results and discuss at some lei,cu tae situation facing

the Party arisin; from our perforuances ile sai¢ that no il
decisions need be taken at tals meetinz but honeld that tiae discuszions
would take us a stel rorward.

Mre Jeil. Lobo Prabaun ¢ lir. Loko Pradhu was not depressed himself,
TTTTTTTT(ysoleYTTTTT  Bn the other hand he thought thet the Party
Wap Coing better than before., He referred in tuis connection to

the Wanchoo Report which was a vindicaticn of the Party's policies
ant a coaxdemnation oi the economic nolicies of the Huling Party.

Mrs. Gandni was actually trwing in a cuiet way to implement ASwataatra
propgramie and policles.

It was not merely a defeat o1 swatantra but of zll opposition parties.
The real issue was not why we lost but why the Congress won. Such
an exanination vould help us evolve a proper strategy for the next fovr
oy five yeors.

Dr. Cooperls note served as a frame work for the Couneil's iiscusiion.
He had given tiree alternatives. Mr. Lobo Prabhu sugrested a fourti
as well.

The first alteranative was whether the Fart: shoull costinue ag it is.
i, Lobo Praihu agrecd that tue Party as it .s 1. avt weserve to
exist, as it hal ceased to do anything efisctive for some tiue past
for various reasons. '

The second alternative w.s the possibility of joining like-wminded
parties. Unfortanatels: there no longer were any Llike-ninded pamiies.
The Buatantra Party alone stocd in conflict with the liew Congress. Uhe
third alternztive su: ested hy Dr., Cooper vas to Jiszolve ant jolu ths
mew Consress. This was not acccpteble. “

ilr. Lobo Pralhu had a fourth alternative, viz., that there ghoulu Le
a nevi' party with new ideas, modalities and .ethods.
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Vhy dié the Congress win ? fhey realised Vhatever is done shouls
be with refe“~nce tp the good it &ees to tihe larpgest number of
voters., Bank motionclisation for imztanpe. It wias frankly to
acquire controul over {he ecomouy. 3But the Ruling Coagress put it
over ags a means of glvian leans to the ulf crprivilesed and the

asriculiurists. abolition of Privy, Fursos. Wwhe reagl intentdn was
to destrioy a class tiat was tending %o e tronblesoie.  Lhe aﬂdunt
involved was omall but it was projected asz a measure to throw out
the privileped Ur_hceo. Though there is no connection Letween

General Insurance and the peonle, they were told that it was Leins
nationalised. Whon do land reforwms really ]

benciit ? Tenants cox
of = .y v
only 11% an landless 129, yet it has been a Lig ploy that land
reforus are projected as a revolution.
What about us ? e say we w st Le honest., Ve say proumote industr
but we don't say that industrial production must be made availallc to

thie poor at a reasonable price and atundantly. ‘e merely say aloli..
contrelis. Uhat we must say iz that we are a party comgﬂxed tor miwkasy,
Jcoplc cheap articles plentiiully. Therefore we o not want coatrols.

Take our other slogan. - Free Enterprice. “ie nust so¥ that we want
eyveryone to COmgete s¢ thet prices arc lowvered. Our ploy should e
that our policies favovr the unter~privile; ed. Hugareling bee

Constitution we should tell the cosuion man toat wg a resul® oi tac
amencments it wiil no loager he rule of law but rule of tuose having
power. Jhen we cefend private propert;, we give the impression we

talking of large Luildings or larze cultivated lands. Ue shoul? sey
we stand for ereatin, private property, mlviag the tenant the right
to sell or noru-nce ails tenanc,, piving hin vnder-proprietory rigits;

that ve sta the nroperty of the tenant in the lond. Our
orlentQLLOn as to hznge. Unless we o zometunin: for the under-
privilezed, vie <o not deserve toc exist as a political sarty. Mrs Cadil

undorstood what the voitors vanted.

Another reason iz rirs., Gandhi's uvce of noney. e should attenpt

ts Lnock out the use of all money., Blection Conmission has preszcril:cd
use of veiicles to carry voters. I sugzest we dewmand taat

enployment of v‘luuLoe“s o cen e gald T D oor L7 OOO/~ should %o
prohilited. e 5ﬂoul: :i'o a Bill in Parliazent to amend the Pecule's
Renrescntation dct oz these linecs. e shoull also cemana thzgeparatlun

of.elcetions to vie Lox Satha aud State Aszem:lics as it is nmaliing

y i, le for men with ordinar: .eans to coatest JarllaLhnuar
or asseomily clections we should. thercfore switeil Lack to tac old
systom. e should glmo oppose tihe mixing up of votes as it wovers
up all sorts of maljracticcs.

Then thore is tac use of official power which “erins many montas Loiore
toc elections. The Press i captive. The Redio is a wonopoly. we
puzt 341l to make them actonoucus coulus. +he Press

x &
Council must Le given autweority of Goveriulest ©0 give press advertiss-
ts istrilute ncwsprint,

a lady
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that arc we golag to o 7 Ve have neither funds
People whoil w¢ arc serving <o aot take notice of
do we adopt wiaich m“lT take us so..owheice.

1. We must bocomc a zrievanso hvﬂw at the vYgluke, District cnd
constltuency levels. e should hold pullic meetings and ask
people to come forward with their pgricvances conceraing their
village arca etc. Je st lecome a Poat Boum for the pw wle
and Forvard to awvithoriti.s colcernol lllO District Tevelopuont
councils ete. the peoples gricva: mullicise our work
in the Press, and write to the ni covcerasd. This wali
have souc eficcts A Committec to atienc to the unecds of
diffcrent classes of jpeople of r
vater wells, | us routes is anoth

ALPECT

2. e nust wale use of tae Press |y writing letters focussing
grievences, Mr, V,T. Sreenivesan never stopped writing to il
Press alout grievances. Copdes of letters we write to tlec
Press shoulld :e sent to the Party =nd they should Le asked %o
follow them ule We Will thus resister in the consciousness
of tlhc people as a part, which takes uy the cause of tix poople.

53¢ Pulliecnty and mecetinsgs in our disztricts and areas. We have oo
fonds to anld Tig 'eetinﬁs. Tacl. district savuld Le furnished

with a loudéspcalzer equipment and a tape recordx to regord
2 CCCNes Al Longs guLCAuuc" iroid its osun funis or with the
0 o P = - - % )

Delp of affluent frieuds a! . L0 round ever; village.

Hr. Porpasand Bejriwal @0 The talk of continuing the Party or nod
(Bomha ) iz not new. hen lLir. Masani thought ek
startiizg the Party in 1959, he called scme 35 lecading citizens oi
Domtay to consider whether thoe party should e started or not,
vinetier those dn Lusiness anl ot ers eagaged ‘n "roﬂ otive viovk
ent at the neetis

o

siaould have & poiitical wing or not, I was

L7 " +
Qut of 35, )O \cre not dn ihvo v of a now J.rt_.. It was lir, idsanil s

icht this Farty inte lediap. wwatanora’s cuwer eng
ut couraze in Lusinessién's heart. Look uy awy sgecch oi v-.e FLOCI
Presacden’ or the L0 irew 1960 %o 19%1 aae yow will find a lot of
differac: from ua ne; talked ia 1957,'50 or '59.

cuurage v

The questiorn of diszlanding our party should arise only if we fecl
that there is no need for it, or if somcone clse has taken up the
joLs Ho one has come forward. <+he necd for the Party is even
greater now. We should digeouss how to revitalise the Party. Lvon if
Party does uct win elections, even ii it is confined to Sassoon
suilding, Congressmen will thinlt a hundred bluﬂ" Yefore hurtln o
Lusinessnan or a prince hecause ther arc tilere 1s SoeLOy

tv take up the causc of the indenendent ci

Ve i 1lu3 tc do what siould Lave .ecen Coac. Take the
: 5, wioclesalers anc derc.aints. The; arc now
witl: us. Why ? Bscause we have done not.lng ior tonem. Ludwl:

Brinard went to the Lezislatuves and wanted Thes
] } ; onl:; to tae olc aeaioru and. not

hwat the entire trade supportaedl
role is t2 btake up the cause oI

i the rich or

o"dp, digor Arpil_ation,drinicing
er

ey
\

S
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prosperous farner. His land igheiny cut WOWM; A& Vig nrinc
Rajasthan allowed only 50 acres whercas his c.unterpurt i the
city is allowed to have millions. On tie 0t.el ddile, Ve are bvakio,
Up tae caksce of Lig business asc industry vuhicn is alread; in leasue
with the Con:reas Partu. Our rriends saculd Le¢ traders, snall

industrice and farners. e uust cultavate therl.

o]
&
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Geroen Chancellor isdenawr Jid sot join Hitlér. He tended his reses
Ter 12 jears, Yaen Hitler Zell, idensur was invited to wredte over
Ger.aun seputlic. We too wust uot Lo Ciscouraned, Even if confined
to a ver; ifew, we should Leop thae parts goinge

President's reuarks \We are in effcct Ciscussing Party perfor

2nd are taking those guestions together.,

5 e
gusution of the Pa riyfs fuvture arises frow the faet that our
poriornance in the last election was oi a ¢certailn nature., 48D zadid
ih o3 openia; remarks, one con ask wa iled in 1971 and noiu.
Wkat should we do lereaiter ? This lo asis of the discu
Dr. “Ycoper has shown great coursge in oui precisely
of points to Te considercd. He hag readercd sorvice by speal
openly that which somne of usghave heea tuiniding One of the ali
natives that have lLoen ohu ested is If zou are
iicd thet we should nct le diszolved, I am very 7
wot sa, it is not a su?gecc for clscussion. Lvery
rignt to give expression to hiz viowes xrankly anc

L Hg

Haharawal Lazxman Singh of Yunsarsur (Rejast.un) : lhe aolding of
TrmmmETTT T TE T mmmmm T T msn oo meammemamemm et ¢hese vlections
separately has made a ftreuencous amount of di:iference, It has
.cncxlthl the ruling Congress vhich is more equipped and has wonsy
hlﬂL it. That explalns way the les:er opposition partics
hartly. If the slecviins continue to T¢ held separately

i

convinue to suifer to a sreatoer cejree.

ovier Lc

Tae tendency of tie Ruling Party is gradually to wipe out tie

Copposition. They Wnrt oae~Par'7 and one leader and 2o oppo=tion.

Uanfortunarel; nost ink likowise. Swatantra is the only

excepntion. The wa“ ¥ wolieves in Jemoerstic values. G
that plea aloue it its cxiscenca.

o e

There is no .need to :ieel Iruscrated or dunecourajed. 3But we should

learn frox mietakes aad shericondings and try o put our housd
iz order as Lest as we can. The E oing e

““cial for thas existence of the And duga;
his perioC we @ust hang on an ;b0 curvive.
urvival ilszto have soxne sgort of adcjustacnt, rmay
o colleagues .4 v not faveur tois.  But in the
the two parvies cannot co-cxist. If there is wo
setween the two tue chances are thet at least in
aorthern pavts of the country, it is Swatsitra «nd

that will be the loser tlouzh thie Janm Seir . wier oSG TOWiw COsi-
Gerablye. Let by-gones he : vhat bes zepeaet in Ior

est. 1t ucs tavght ai.o a lessoxn thalt without
isustuent ofany sort it. the Swatoantra Pevisy it vould be aclordoms

A”ﬂ <"P c;v
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If Swetonira Party is $c exiot as arn oll Izdis
ertalin objectives.
whids or 15 to 18 M.Ps in the whole countr: i
xist as an all Iadia Parti.
Finanece is an importent factor. It ig nuns:
achicve results vithout finance.

Peptr we
If Swatantra Party can't ha

The ruling warts 1“3

——— N -
TSAST nav

Ve EeVEeEn a aun dref
goes not deserve to

ay we can
slenty of

noney. without finance they can't exist. DBut where the Rulin;
Party spends 50,000 we must be in a josition ts spend at least
10,000. If we can Go thet we will be in & position to vindicate
our honour aid not forfelt our denosits.

if we put ia the field just. at random 100 120 candidates witl

and without inves

means to ifinance then 5
constituency it dis

of the candidates in each
auddle headed thinlking,

the

igating
not plannins but
We would cut the coat according to the

the suitabildis

cloths, 50 caadidates 1f prop.erly {inanced, screerned =nd fielded

the right tiﬂe and if the promised anouni reccl. L caadléute U waye
before poll the result will bhe ouch better. 1i t.alds can't e dine

the Central Farty's existence is not wvords At -

In Rajasthaan it was wore a clasu of perascnalitd o e
Udaipur was not properly advised by the Jan Sal Vas
both thie Jan Sangh and Svatantra lost The Bwatantra Tartr leader-
glip cane in Zor criticism. But the Swatantra Party cannoct be
accused to tiae extent of the Jan Sangh, who quhTﬂo the; 1ould carry
the day and ront out the Swatantra Party lock sto a:i barrel.

They now realise tais was nol s> and tiie rocent
thest a lesson.

Regzariing = name, it vould be
Party ist. ezist leL s la wwn sur wbjectives.
o 552

see wWiat UADHeIS.

Laravalls
: T sonavhat ¢o

ntradic+ory.

Party alone stands fosr denner tic vialues and Ifor
it must contznue. But at ths: sane time he saild
huncred seats we have no business ©o exilsi.

DLl codia (uagactuan) oF

P S
v spilt. ey
ol tuoe Oppositic: ai
and they reaped tae I ag
muld exanine pmore tihwe Coagre.. and

defeat.

One reasnmm

sugselves yroperly, The Grand Alliance never

gpeeca Vas interesting
cia process

fo2r Opposition defeat was that ve cou

i1d not prod
vioriked. Lhe
inn

u

el have taugni

calanity., If the
Let us give the

&)

wut
BEe seid the Swatantra

that reason alone
if we gan't win =
the elections were-

YR R
gace vir evenls and
advantage to the
ree with Mr.Louc
less the Onposi

T =

Frablu

it did could not be eradicatec during the Assenhbly electl
created cunfusion and was responsible for dist.riing of our
ti guonces how can any alliance din any form be
0 A1 future aubpu;t at aliiances should tals
" ot damane the Fartyl!s image. Therc are
Chiw iour ,¢ars. o0 there iz no need to thinn
wita Larcicg in the ilmlediate iuture. However

|
LR
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I favsur werking arrangesent. il the opuosition parties within
asseinblies and Parlianeat or adjustments during by-eleciions o
aveld contesting againzt each othner.

e ictory of Congress - night have been due 1aliractices and
ni oi Dower etc. mut by an( large it reiresented the verdict
of eoile who et this morent consider it to be the aaly parks
whi n be dejended u oi. e must thereiore devise rur Shrgte
50 t to rub -public opdinion ou the vron- side. e must convert
Lublic in our .avour which is a gradual :roucesas. wiveect achiloin,

a gr
raising slogans againet the ruling Coasress 1.4 a way as if tkey arc
out te destroy the couniry, =nd the ecsnony ne, not be worthwiile

in the Imnediate context and nay even _rove to be counter productive.
Thereloru we Laust decide carefull; before enbarking on direct actic:n.

The idea progzounded by the ruling Uolgress that Swatantra Party
sraaud for a yarticular class of the rich and cre vrinces is false.
The swatancra Party stands for certain ideals ané basic denocratic
values. Those who Fit n with tlose idee™ & and values are witl us.
And if we Teel that by the wictory of tle Ruling Gonwvess in tre
Assenbly elections there is nesd to dissolve Swatantr Pa"*? - a
thought generat<é by Dr. R.,C. Upoper~ does it nmot dmg :
~hilosophy and ideas of the Cunrnress are the right on
pelieve in our ideas and Lﬂllugdrﬂ tiea there is the

zreatest need
for us to astay aud 20t dissclve thereny giviag a free hand 4w the
ruling Loacsress, DBven if we are only osne in Paridiameént of Assen:ly,
sc lont as We are there to save the values gi denocracy, and it
vie sa; is in the teoplefs interest there is 1o need to feel
essiaistic. In  tie life oif evory politiecal carty there is.
always a time for lying low and sit and watceli. e should use ever;

n
available forum t: propouand our L.ough
service ©o tho i3 and to L&UOCPWt

VL INRE LT

AR, Deshyande : vie were hopling to fori & couiitiow v
L (%]
E‘—--n-—-un—.--w.‘.----u R i N o B
caharashtra) in Rajasthan snd Gujaret cw.u JECOLE Tue iR jOI
05;a51;1ﬂn i Andh;a. Yie results are before you. The Ruling
n

Con ress' use of Tover wae not tue snly cause oi the defeat oi the

o

opposition but the fact the elected .TAs in toe lest Assemblies
haé failed. t¢ zeep public contact and were thorefore rejeeted 2y ths
TOLErsS.

in certain Coustituencres rebel 90gqru5 lea.cra were elected. The
image of tle Prime Hinister and the Rulin vClﬁfGE& eould not
infilucice the jwublic becouse thesze rejel Y leaters werc

t wit. tlhe nasses, Pesle will come to us .l
1% we tellr and Traround any ice:loly Withont
ive worl ce ena asever reycesent _enple dn vl

L

dadllt last s ear to cuofucy

m Arja (Delli) : e net iz thia ;

a  ost norien on our debacle in the 1w71
General Elections, Dr. COO“CT—WaS thJ the CGeneral Secretary. Mo
reactivate the Party, he brought forward a 9 - Poilnt Programic.
This time, Dr. Coorer has brought forward a H-point programie w ich
I thinl Tlll mot find favour #ith a siagle Souber of fhe Gewmp sl
Councile Perhaus, his idea is to jrowvoke the merbers of tﬁe
General Council and the leader

[
gaip. Though our policies are w0,
the lesdersain waether at t1 Central or at the State level had
failed to convey thew to the peo

rom

jl\-r »

—
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The f“vc-fa'goliciﬁs hav- ot heern \'veatl} rlatee o aaticnal
- £ - . . ’ -- L
aat state mroblems. In the last 12 Tar s, sxecpt for tue Kisan

demastration in 1964, the Party has not keld any deacnstration o
launched any struggle. The demonstration in 1964, which was to
wroteet the Kisans'! rights, bore fruit as was scon from the resulis

of the 1967 clections.

Hhatever lossons we learnt from our performance in 1971, have not
beon made use of in the Asscably clections.

The Delhd Unit set up six candidates. But the Ceatre suyplied only
asout 300 to 400 posters per candidate. WLit was 1u contrast to tue
tnousands oi posters that were receivet by canuidates oi oti:er partics,
The waterizl we reccived was not enough even ito last a pary of the
campailgn. Central leaders werce not a-—zilable Ffor addreszing campaisg:
mee¢tings whereas other parties had tae wonefit of visits by theirv
senior leaders. If our leaders will not go beforve tic people nor

meet our workers, oun Party will continus to be what it is,

The Jan Sangh and the Chn”“ess had plenty of resources., It is
reported¢ that cach c:ndldatc of this warty spent a lakhk of rupces

for cach nctropolitan scat. They qad enough velicles., The awmount
we had witi us was a fraction of what candidates of the Jan Sansh
ané the Congress received, Our candidaves were threatened with
physical wviolence and had te sc.k police protection.

spak in general terms, I would suggest that the GCenerel

Father than sp
Becretarivs of tic State Unite wiho are present here, give us an itea

of the expericnce in their statoes; and particularly the PLOblegb they
encountered in thelr campaigil.

S0 far as Dolhi iz concerned, for the first time, since I becanme
General Secretary, our defeated candidates far from loming courzje

al
are determined to increase wmenmbership enrolment.

We had a demonstiation outside the FICCT meviurnyg recently. BEach
Prizmar  Unit in Del.i sent five or six wemocrs to take part in tas
dewonstration. Thiq was the iirst time that the Pelhi Tanit carricc
gat such tration. This has boosted the morale of our
WOTERT S

“wo ol our candidates oollec%ed money ior thelr security deposits
by selling Re. 1/- coupons supplied by the Fatienal Headguarters
ant are now gettiag ready for the Delhi Corporaticn elections.

The hahava”al Sahed wanted an zlliance with the Jan Sangh. T sooks
to soiv: Jan Sangh leaders after the electionsz and they tole ne

that the Jan oangh had wanteld €o wipe out the Swatantra Party in
Rajastiian and haé succecded. The Jan Sangh is simply not interestel
in any alliance or unferstanding with the Swatantra Party. They

say the Swatantra Party is finished that there is no need to tali
with Gl

"o
.-"U



sic have passed plenty o are reported in the
press ant zet filed., < nly way is 10 attend to the gricvances
of the p2ople. He & tine in Delhl and arc
planning similer demonstrations in & co‘ole of months and ourp

rkers are very mich eathused, marticularlr the Youth., ‘e must ~ive
ne younger generation a lead. Ths Party hes so speciisce pwo <

or Iouwtn. Last april, we iad a mectiin, oi wvabtdietra Youth. botuing
has been ¢ 1d from them aftcr that.

We mue preseat to the Goverament and to the viurious authoritics,
our ciarter of denaads

The Aagasthaa Svgtantra Psri; recently submitted a memorandum to the
State Governmen’ thot the procurement price of wheat should not be
lowered, Tads is a good issue because Waen Kisans have a good
harvest, the price falls but when they go to purchasc other articlos
of daily usc they have to pay a higher price.

Issues that effcct the Hisans, the unemployed and small industri.
some should be taken up by the Swatentra Party. e sihould agi

<
organise wnorcias and dewoastirate and even be grefarca to pto jai

In the present situation, no political party can sta ive

does not resort to dlrec- action. Unless you g2 to the str

‘shout slogans in supzort of the neople's grievances, aeople wi
never come witn you. There is no doubt t.at the oollcies of
Swatantra Party alone can bring prosperity to the people of this
gountry., But our nolicies have to be translated into action-orier
Programmes, Our oifice bearers at the Stats and Central level
themselves o tueeir offices, it is even diffdicull to weéet tem. Lhog
should devote some time, say iour hours a dwy i1or Party's vork, cau

coastantly visit tic States at the districl levels. e

There was an ef:iort to form Trade Uniops but thait appears to be siill
born. There is another matiter that has wot at been attended to
during the last few jears aad that is the irai £ our Oizice

Bearcrs in the Party's programme and policles.
or_anised now, as many of them are ignorant ol wr
for and are thus unable to explain to the poopls the Party's
policies. This should be ielloved by simdlar canps ‘at the State
level and dowa to the district and wimary lcvels z0 that our
field workers are well briefed.

The Swatantrza Party has a jaeat role o
if oculy our leaders will leave taeir oixd
and mingle with the peosle.

s

bir. Yasawant XKunar Choudhary (Bihar) ¢ Dr. Cooper has raised the
S e o mm—— fundamental guestion as to
viaietiier the Paxrly should c:anbinue or b dissolved.

r"le bhataa"lﬂ Farty was founded begausc :ardﬁ”
agur suludtiull draggang toe couaitry tousrds

[l o -~

ok golL; comuunist

When u(, 1'-!110,1.@ counbry 1s in Gangex
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cae Swatantra Farty is all the greater. Indira Zzudhi wants oac
o A s = 2 s - . o ~ r = e ‘.
party enc one.leader, Tiae Congress : isinacither Socialist aor a
Tl J N S S | Tnis oy - - PR S B .
political Pawviy., IV is a bind of Meiia O ETI SN .

Do rou thini:s tiat the moaey fruu natvionuliscd bamis is beins =
to the poor in the villages or tc the panvallas and riksaawallas 2 I
mowe around copsiderably in Bihar and I heve iound that no poor a

is upder any illusion thet lMrs. Gendhi is distributing money to the
poor. Jangla Desh had no impact in Bihar. The eatire o i i
of the Congress in Bihar is cade up ofi crininals It i 1 assol
of dacoits, suugglers, corrupt cificials and corruﬂt politicianis.

P

The Congress does not adlit people on the basis of ideoclogy heca
what they are interested is in orpanising a goonda ganz. Ga ja
saugglers and opium smugglers are donors to the Congress Party in
Bihar.

r. L. dishra vho 1s the Union Minister spent Seventy
in the Darbhanga by-election. In the flood atfected arcas
visited from deoor to door, only fifteen lakhe were s ent Wi
to §3.10/~ per every poor person to rebulld his soudse, taou,
anncunced that each person rendereu houweless would et is.

In 1937 aad 1945, the zamindars forfeited their security depos:
showing how fairly the elections were contuetzd by the Briti
The English permitted faidr slections and enabled us to securd
but t is ilafia Congress did not permit 00% oi the poor people
evan 0 dear polling booths.

o g destroyiasg the younger generation. i'row the
Darbhanga by-electicn to tihe nsqeuglv clections, Univercity studlenis
WQore g3§loiteu. Ther were supplisc wvitl uAiﬂkS, They uere given
hombs and unlicenced revolvers and goptrol wolling bhooths.

diren The country isbeln; w«esiroyod, waen L
hein- destrored, it is tas dut) of the Swatautia
the people’s anger., There will no more be elections but a mase

upsurge as a reaction to the ways of the Rulin, €
sarties excepting ours, are socialists We helieve i deimoeracy, uotl
in socialism. The Jan Sanghk has no ideology. Sometimes the favour
hank nationclization, sometimes they oppose it. ALL they . do iz to
run wherever thore is a erowd is, put themselves in front, and call
thenmselves leaders ! I welcome the Rajmata's sprech criticising the
Jan Saagi. I there is a p

is really our cncmy, Lt ds

ot wadch hrctcna& to be gur friend, buc
the Jan Sau:n

rr fJJ

¢ Stabte lcader oi the Jan sanpgh in Dihar told iie that bhe vwo
sct un an canrdidate against me. They elain to he a disciplinct jorty
¢ T

and ot it iz Lr“r151“é that most of tuz Jan Sangh workers BOT WOTG
snouting slogaans in favour oi the Ruliag Congress ant Woriid i, 5
Ateis

“housn We verc only twoe we €id good worlk im the Asscubly and ;
the lané grab uovenont. %r. L.W. Misira was deteri.incd to defuat us,
though tlc people clceettd ne nc NaﬂlPul_b“d ny dofeat. You don't
have booth control in Rajasthan, but in Bihar tho oppos lbth resorted
to booth control, hence ongrers got oily a sloacer P o
seven. “he Qppogltion has day poliing and the Congress
polling.

5 o
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We shall havs to orgenisec a Swatantia Bahini Sona to mect the Cengress
Mafia organlsation. My life¢ has been thrcatoncd Sven today I Wavﬂ
boty guards with we. The Congress organizod thoe KllAlng oi a Coumsmnist

candidate. They shot the brother of Raw Lallhan Yadav who vas Plaﬂﬂlﬂé
te leave the Conyress Parts.

1i 7 arc goimg to organise violcnce it should Lo rot vooliinas
i is no othir way.

I a2 planniag in Bihar an agitation agaiwst the tax on agri
goods and the inerizze in the wrice of licrosene. Such awitatio:

should bc organiscd by the Swataniia Party thr .510UE the counciya -
But ficld vork aloanc will not now Goliwv.r thc LOOGS .

The Congress candicetc in my counstituency was a police informaat. Ze
is aated by tae people and yet he won by 28,000 votcs.

5

4 werson like Ramanand Tiwari who was a police ins-ector and who
secured jobs for hundreds of fiula 1orke rs lost by 5000votes, Therce
was a calculated attcmpt to pick on certain leaders and insure o
they vere not clectcd.

s

There 1s a coastituenc); calk
were one lakh ten

ef manigachi. The totel votes therce
:nd and the ballot pavers found in the
totalled one lakh six thouwsand ! The congress candidatce lere
in the last cloctioas by 1000 votes. He became a Minister and

ore a rich person. He won this time by 30,000 votcs and the
Swatantra Party candicate got 21 OOO,votcs. Qur candidate’s voics
were gen uine and the GOD’“GS simen's vere ianipulated votes. The
mixing of ballot! papers is not for maint=*1g"'ﬂr6cv of the bal ot
but the seeresy of manipulation.

v’u

wo should organisc o movement fo expose all f.ais.

Presideont'ts Romarlks ; Vo linow now what kind of dircct action Rajaji
EﬁE%“iS¥E“EEE”i3"minu. What Mr. Chaudhary has said s borne out
»y what Mr. Jdagjivan mam sald in the fentral Hell oi Parlianent. He
was told that there was a lot of rigging in taese electioans aé he

L 'of cours, in Lihar whet ha.pons is the captu:ze of booths; tihat
a- ncwW tocihnique that has been adoptod.  Jhea Hr, W.C. Pant vho

thors said that it does not harnen in Machya Pradesia, Mr. Ja-
jivaz Ram replied: "Youw have not advanced vet, T

Lal Thar (Boubay)

The frustration causcl by tas deicav oi the Opposition in 1971 anc
cihoed in Dr. Cooper's feddcx what carlicr spealers
saored iz the sccond thouzhts t;at Dr. Cooper ap.ears to iai
bhetueen 20th March andé 5th April. It is tiae latter lettoer wiich
a 7-point prosramte that doserves attention.
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The liational. hxﬁcuujVC should consider theme points and f.ormulatc
a poliey of dirccet action ior thc future.

The op_OQitﬁon cartics can; Lonay
xslols trs. Gendbi colle , OF
{fecar, or a oLﬂa_grO‘guo. Js a O, fe
shoulé nct depend or expect any Honcy.

w . oc-s’l/{
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Gandhijifs non-cooperation : OVOmCdL Tailed in 19“1 hut he hadé enouh
rEics

to co in the sext ®a years by svending hiec energics in conesruciive
wori. In the process h. lie.t couwrage aive in the minds of our
zeople. ‘

S s&o 1le not gcu wlscouraged i we nave met witi failure. Ii our
uethols are cor. Jet, LI our ideology is righ., ve camiot lose in the

end.

Though emphasising political activity, our Party should also Hrancl
out into social activity.. For example, the very excellent work heing
done by Dr, Deshmukh regarding functional literacy. He has issued

a pamphlet which states that an investment of 30 crores can aeke the
people functionally iiterate. This means thet you tuks to the peonle
in the villages that kind of literacy which will snable them to read
and write and which will be useful in their day to day work. Other
subjects include farming, rutrition, hygiene; family planning and
mecéical attention, When we have no money we should epend at least
our physical ceunergics and intellect and gaticer together a bang of
workers who will go to the villages and work on thesc lines. A3l
should be studied by the HNational Executive and -see in what vay the
pa rty can contribute. Ve arc bound to get supgort if we do this
for the next fow ycars.

is

Mahavaval Saheb wanted working arrangements with the Jan 3angh. But
the Swatanira Party's eneny Humber 1 is the Jan Sangh. Like the
coimiunists, they are oult to destroy parties that Jjoin them in unifecd
fronts. Wwhen I wient to collect some money for our Partv T was told
by my friends that they were told by the Jar Zsngh thet the Swavan ra
Pa rty had no chances and therefore 1t was a waste oi uwoiey giving
funis to the Swatantra Party. Therefore any reapprochment or comdig
to a working arranjement with the Jan Sangh is simple out of the
uestion. Victory only comes to the strong., Let us therefore make
ourselves strong and let us work at the grass roots. ‘hen we are
strong, they (tne Jan Sangh) will come crawlins to us.

e aust develop a cadre of good leaders who are not part-timers. Some
of our leaders are azdmirable people but they cannot devote full time

to the Party. We nust. develop leaders vho are availahle to the Pa; i
all the time.

Defeats come zand go but we should not lose heert, This euphoria will
die. Mis. Ganchi can ncver hope to hatao gavibi, in the next fiity
years. The more she fails, tae more she will natzonalise ané the

ilore she nationalises, the wmore will there be uncmployment. Lhen that
happens, there should not be a vaccums Let's zet ready to f£ill the
vaccum otherwise the commuunists will teke oun glace waether 1t is

five or ten years later,

Mr. T.2. Rauhhrxannqn&gombay—S?ecLal Invites)

T

st 1659 ves precedaed

The formation of the Swatantra Party in Au

by vears of hard-thimking, coasultation and gathering tae opliion
of mupdreés of neople., This resulted in the Iormation oi the
Swatantra Part, .« e are now bowng into wauot weat wrong. It is in
this connection, as a member cf the youngyer generativa, that 1 say
that three things went wrong and I a: not prepared to give a clear
chit to ny leaders.
1. e oth of deviotion rfollowed by my leaders from the fundameiital
prancigles of our Party.

@ 8w v VB
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2. The continued existence of zntellectual dictatorship
o« Utter incéiscipline at the towu. -

1 jolned the Swatantra FParty for tare

condense tae message of the Swatantra

meeeray at Chowpatty in 1959 in ounc senteunce viz., @ our nis

to briag Iniia back to Gandhi from iehru. The 20th princ:

Party states that the Party shall in all nutters keep neiore itself

tire cavdinal Tzachings of Gandhiji maintaininsy faith in the ueople,
and in the efidicacy of sruth and noin~violénce., icat have tier donc

to translate this principle into action ? lave they included any

programie of Gandhiji in the waniresto ? Gendhiifi vermed his social

gconomic programme as Gram Sveraje If ve are to swvive ag a politicd

party, we have to follow Gram Swaraj as acvocated by Gandhiji. o0,

of our _.opulation is in the couniryside. e cannot afford to uave

a programime meant for tue urban centres narticularly vhen our hase

has always been in the villares.

J

H

Regearding dintellectual leadership, I would like to draw attontion to
the Grand Alliance. Our cadres were not eveir z'ven a ¢honge to i S
their opinicn on this fundamental iszue, I soved thoe then veneral
secrotary wacther he vould allow an opinicr 01l on tols LsSue M:a e
replied no -~ it should not be gpoilt .as the .ewuwsrs hau all agreed
to this alliance. This kind of intellectual dictatorship continucs
oa every issue. People liite e who want to play a constructive
are nrevented from doing so and if we are prevented frvop expresad
our views, the Party vwill have no.fdture., The Partyl!s future dejends
on the thousands of people Llike wme who have joined it cut of convici-
10:1.

)

The third point is utter indiscipline at the tun, I am a fidd worker
of the Party and we have foupght four electidns in Matunga and were
Gefeated in .all of them. Ve have buen made the laughing stock. For
instence, take the Indo-Sovict trecty. une leader says e suyports
the treaty. Aanother leader ‘says that we op.ose the troaty.
we a8 Party workers to say wien asked uipat is the Party's stand? -ve
are criticiscd that we do not have a program.e, a mind ol our owi

anG that we are utterly indisciplined at the top level. Everyuhsre
we have beoen defeated. ¥e have beuvn let devn by our leaders bodly and
I wilk say without any hesitation - Lot fisht together, lbL tne

S
h
I

Pavty accent Gram Suaraj ax its sole ObJCCLLJQ- Let us either be
diseiplincet or serop the 272t Principle
My Ramekrisinan will ccalice th-" the 21st

.

ithe Lind of indiseipline thot he roeicrs to. Wac
2151 ﬁ;*Ac olc says that leaviny amide the 20 priosciples aud Wihatever
is not mentionsd thew tas members of the swavauira Party are fruo
to have opilici. of thixr own.

corning
But dn regacd

ollow wheore o

hh"'u p01n 5

save coeviated,

Np, Babn Joseph:

e Bt

e

I. cah understanc differe
ebout tle Constitution 24

shelter under thc 21st
the amcndnencs tuough we hav

nces on the Indo-Soviet Treaty. Butb
v and 25th amendments. Can our Party menbas
riﬂcﬂple and wo ollogyed to support

¢ pasced resolutions opposing them 7

l‘b.bni—})
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President's Remarks: Our opposition to the Constitutional amendments

2 o e o e e

I8 covered by Principle No. 6 which says inter alias

The Party holds that a sense of stability and incentiwve

for individual effort can be restored only by strict
adherence to the Fundamental Rights and Guarantess speci- - -
fied in the Constitution as originalily adopted in respect
of freedom of property, trade and obcupation, and just
compensation for any property compulscrily acguired by

the S%ate for public purposes,

Therefore the 24th and 25tk amendments to tle Constitution would in
the sense which we would read the princinles bo opposed by us.

Mr, E,K, Srivastava (U.P.)

I am in the Party since it was founded.

When a person vwho joins the Party st considerable personcl sacrifice
and enrols & lorge number of workers and works actively for the Party
gets hurt by the leadershipshow can such a porty run? I totally oppose
the suggestion vo dissolve the Party. 'he are Tthe only ideologically
different party. All other parties talk of socizlism, Swatantra Porty
elone says bthat the path to prosperity lies through ?reedoma peoples!
initiative and enterprise as in America, Germany, etc.

Talking about agitotiow, none of us have undertaken thot much of

direct action like the Communists and Socianlists but even they heve not

been able to moke any impression on the electorate. Therefore we ¢
should not lose our merale by our defent; for these elections were notb
won ty fair means, i

No opposition party that shouts slogans of socialism will survive cnd
we alone will continue if we hold sgtendfast to our policiles and prin-
ciples, -You must remember that these very opposition parties thot. -
talk of socialism supnorted V.V. Giri durlng‘che Presgidential elections
‘and they are 2ll now regretting they did so: ~ Whoever supporis ilrs,
Indira CGandhils pollhles will be swallowed by her and will be elimin-
ated from the scene. 75% of those 1..P.s who are now with Mrs Gandhi
‘and who praise her publicly are very bitter about her in. private. She
will remain o leader of the country anly for o short time arnd the
Swatantra Party will be remembered ag the Party which soved India from
the Communist threat,

Ve are now going through 2 severe trial.

You might wind up the Party at Sassoon Building, but we are field
workers with & sense of mission, thether your office is open or not

we ghall continue to fight for democcracy,. foxr Svatantra ideals and
for the country's welfare under some other flag, Letthe leaders
start llstenlng to the workers of the Piriy, otherwlse only workers
will remain and the leaders will disoppear

President's Remarxkse: 1r. Srivestave said one thing which surprised me.
He sald that you should not think of the Party as a limited company,
thot they would =zs workers continue to work. even if the Party is
disgolved, may be under another flag., I had hoped that he would say

that he would coatinue to work under the same flag.

[P
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Whether to coantinue the Party or dissolve it is really not in our hands
It is the people, the voters who have the findel decision vhether this
party should be supported or not. Therefore instead of telking about
01051n5 down. or continuing we shculd find out how ‘we should continue.

When we were formed in 1959 we had readyma&c orgenisetions,ve had rosd
jorkers at the top a2nd ve had very fine vorkers aznd that is how ve
camé up. But we failed to create o mass basw, We did not work for the
people. We should teke up pecples! causes.

If we are to continue and serve the people, we must first lock at our
Party organisation. Ve should amené our constitution to ensure good
‘internal administration. Ve promise the .poople clean administration
but our own heands are not clean. For examplu vhen our Party elections
are held, I could produce evidence %o show thet 1% is 2ll based on
bogus membership, bogus organisation. Elections are manipulated, Ve
charze the zovernment with manipulate? elections but we do so similarly
| within our own orgonisation. Even after these bogus elections are held
if & member prefers to appeal against a cexrtain election to the

. Election Tribunel, the decision of the tribunal which is ex-parte comes
after the next elcetion is held. Is this the rule of law within thc
Pﬂrby? We are entitled to get an immediate decision because there is
further vrovigion for anpeal to the National Tribunel., How do you
expect pcod peonle to come to & Party like this? Iow can work go on
when 1t is based on fictitious reports and bogus membership and there
is no enguiry by our leaders, Unless we improve this, the Party has uo
future. But on the other hand we are driving avay zood and dedicated
people, If we vant to work we must put our own heuse in order.

-

After our defeat in the '71 /72 our Party has no future, unless it

goes to the masses and work for them, even if our ideologies and princi-
ples are the finest and the best. This we are unable to do becaunse

we are essentially a party of white collar workers and arm-chair
politicians. One can hardly see our leaders going around. to help our
rlmary units in propagating the Party's principles. Therefore arm-

chair politicians must leave dﬂd trained younsy ond n rew people should
take their plece., We should take up the cause of exposing corruption

in public life, particulariy among corrupt officials in government.

Another issue is to campaign against high prices. Rather than ask for
increase in vages of labour, we should demand that prices be brought
domh.

P e%ident's ?enarks, Basin* himself Dn the oxpprioncb in Maharashtra
the counsry mﬂlch he is not entltled to do unlcss he has any kno jledge
of how things are working in the rest of the country. He talks about
zoing to the peopgle. I hope he is practising what he preaches because
nothing prevents cny pember of the party firom working among the peoyle.

When Mr, Arya said various things about leaders I was fully apprecistie:
of his work because he vorks exactly in the viay in which he wants thc
leaders to work.

Mr. R.V, Aﬂurthy (Jomoay - Speecial Invitoe):

e A v ot vns s s aes am e e R e ot it e L g B et e g e e

Since I happencd t¢ be the Tribunal for Haharmshﬁra and went into the
cese of irregularities pointed out by ir. uoshtw(who by the way was
an intercsted party) I should like to say & few words. As any one who
is entrusted with a responsidility like this, I called for all the

PR 125
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relevant papers and on the vasis oi the record I was clearly of tne
opilnicn that tihere was no case and I made that clear. Therc vwas ol
course somec dalay and the dolay was not avoidable at all. I 2t
saying this to sot the rocord Duralght that robody. get avey with the
impression that the Mebharashtra Unit has not conducted its aiial rs
without respeeting lav and procadurce. ‘hencver any reforence was
made to me or any enguiry wassconducted by wme I have sirictly obscrved
the rule of the law ard given my verdict accordingly.

We may have lost the clections but have done o wonderiul job of
edvucating the people, a job thal needs to be conbiauec vigorously,
particularly becuuse the onposition today is ..e lijible, Bowcver
intelligent might have been the speeches and obscrvaticns of our
leaders tiuey were blacied our by the Press. .,
Once it is decided that the Pa-rty should continue, why should it
ally itself with any other pzriy? If it was 1967 I would have gone
whole~heartedly with ilaharawal of Dungarpur and made comion cause
with tue Jan Sangh. Pesple like us have lozt all respect for the
Jan S8angh because it has watered down its principles, The latest

is theway in which they tried to cash in on the Biha rl—Muslim Quost~
i0n.

I 52y this 1o emphasise that the Swatantra Party must continue with
its policies and not consider alliances vit other parties and
rarticularly with the Jan Sangh COﬂStlbutOd as 1t is todaw.

If we have deocided to coatinue to functicxn siould we fv“ctioﬁ in the
manner we have bech doing all along or learn our lessens from oud
shortcomings and mistakes these laob few voors &uSPlLO the excellient
leacersaip and guidaice that we have had 2
There are certain times vhen some peonle apreal and seme donft. In )
other words tThiz leadership way not appeal to =onme peogsle, I ©This
lecadarsiip doos not appeal to some people tue it is 4 to taewse
people to call for a re-overhauling of the leacersnip. How Go wo
overhaul 7 We should think in terms of haviag a person whose imaje
is very nuch respected all over the country and particularly by the
younger generation. It i1z the younger scucration to whol we have got Tu
to appezl and to the extent %o which we are anlec o appeal to the
rounger gpencration we will be able to make hoad-way and to make head~
viay aud appeal to the younger gerneration we wust have a relatively
joung wman at the heli of affairs who iz prepared To take the covnucl
of the experignce oi the clders anpd not forﬁet/altoreuaer. We me=t
make it possible for the new leader to think in terms of reorganising
the entire structure in the way din which he wants, but without totally
cbolishing lock,stack and barrel the existing framework (if he dm o
that we are noiny to go no vhere . We are the oaly party wao have
not carcd to water down our principles cose what may anc that zoos
the credit of our Party alonc. Therefore we nced Jot be asham:d :

ers in

1t continues

-

to
oi belonping to a Party cven if we have gof one or two
the Loseably or Parliament. BSo long as tiic voice of di
to be there I think we Will have scrved our purposc.

.
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Sunday, April 9
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i K. Ganapaiabh (kysore) : In cach constituc.c

K. Ganapalain (iysorc L3 2 worliers suaoulo
- ' be cnrolled ia a poliiay booth arcza.
This would result in 2,500 workers por COQS’LEMOQCV. If tils cannot
be done in the noxt five years, then we might as well disband th
Perty.

We hav: been drifting since 19673 those livias in urban areas ii they
cannot go to the villages, can at least contribute funds or .o ©o
the alstricts to guide our workors.

I would advisc the Hational Exccutive to appoint sumall Committe

at a5
to study agricultuvral, 1n&ustr1al, trads, lalour and womch's problems.

vie in iiysore, have called a mectlin, ofi our czndidates in Zangalor«
on the 16th-~bo discuss ways to strengthen the Party in lysorc.

Farners are poing to be harc hit when ceilings are lowered furiliwer.
The iysore Chief ::iinister says that the ceiling should be tea acx

In the next five to ten yearsz, there will be further fragmentat
And the agriculturist class will become a third-rate citizen. ﬁarmﬁru
will thercfore have to be organiscd to vnrevent their beiag dest

d
C)
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There is also a talk o¢i Urban ceild
bdgricultural Income-~Tax. These nca:

and the dntrodretizn of
~es nust e resisted.

Tor all this, we should haveca mempersiaip of at least oane lakh ia
cach State having 20 districts. Otherwise, we will not have any
trength. ;

Ealyanzingh Kalv (Ragastnaﬂ) : Corzress alvays holds election g
‘ ’ the atwosphere is favourable to then,

20 days bhesove oine 1971 elections, rMrs. Gandhii went on sayiny tuetl
there would be no clections. This time also it was the seme. After
seying c¢lections would be postioned by a year, she suddenly saild

that elections woulé be keld as scheduled. Becaunse of this Opposgition
Pgrities were caught uaprenared and sufforcd.

Con~rese is not an ideological party but an asszcuablage of corrupt
busincssgen corrupt industrialists, corrupt traders, corrupt of.icilals

and corrupt politicians.

It iz wronz to say that the Conjress wing Lccauwsc 1lts Zdeology is
accepted, or hecause oi a Indira wave cr because of Bangla Desh.
Congress L.inicters and vorkers gppeal to the selfish instinét of tae
voters., People have become so morally dejraded, that they sunpport
them for personal and selfish gain, This is the birgest ceuse for
Coanyress victouy. Those industrialists enc “igp busincesnen .0
supported us, witudrew their support, rofv.ed to ,ive ug xUlles ik

aclped the Con. ress which gives them piotection ana proumnises of
patronage in their business aad indusitry. Govorinment machicr; it

ut:lized by the rulin; part: aud they have plenty eoi woney. Whereas
tie Onposition Parties have very little scope ior cellecting fuads.
A1l rnedia of mass communlcatfon are fully utilised by tihe Conzress

AT

and hence the people's mind is conditioned in favour of tae Conpress.

1!!.&1?
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Another factor is the spreading of electicns over threce davs. Llids
enables the Congress to shift their election machinery irom oxe
congtituency vihere polling is over to anothcr. Opposition Purtics
shreuld demend that in each State, clcetions wmust be held on ons day.
oigtantra's duicat is aleo duc to inturnal weaknesses. Our ideology
appeale te tic miadle slass ond the intellectuwals who arc uentally
and cconoitically slaves of th. Goveranment., Thoy are good arm~chair

politicians but tac: won't publicly owvposc the Government,

(O

Therefore viatever programme we have Zor attracting the middlc ok secs
and the intellectuals WllL ce dneffcetive

There is geome trutn in tho charge that the Swatantra Party is o poety
of lcaders without followers. Our leaders have failoeé to uakc their
impact on the rank an¢ filc. Lior do they Lkeep in touch with tihc
Party's worliers.

Our loadcrs are not prefessional politiciens as in the Qongress end
other opnosition partics. We are part-time politicians, attendir-

FRES §

:85 matiters. Whoever wishes to be in ypolitic:

o
to our wersonal busianc
full time to politices,

will nkave to

In 1957 a auwabur ci outsiders stood fros kajastiaan as Party camd dotos
Thoy became lifc nembers for thiz purnosc. But not onc of i Y
getting clected devoted their tinme to help the Party ia any
do you cxpect a party to run t.is way ? This in the hard truti.

¢ Party's vorkoers nc.d fto be taken ¢are of like plants in a nurscry.
«iltdout juidance, workere will not  devclop aind vork actively. If

a g don't give active juddance, thae workors Locome demoralisci.
If 2 leadcer sits rogularly with five workers, it in like odilrcssing
& 5,000~strong

o}

wceting. He has to come down Ifrom his podestal and
be amony tho vorkers.

Our Party ouly reacts when Sowus b takes activn. Tor ianstance,
we oppoac and agitate against Counstitution amencucnts, land ccidings,

incrcascd taxation ctec. But we cheuld launch an aff“nsive by supelling
out our mclicicve cleakrly and giviaog the peonle ol Rositive pPrograrils

of action. TUatil then none will be atiracict oy us,

Deforw the Congress brings any lipislation lilie uiban cedliage, it

propares the ground and cr.ates an atoospherce auong the people in

fayour of its proposed mcasurc. when the Swatantra Part~ opposes

such a acasure it ic uisunderstood as opposing 2 prosressive nlasurc.
o such measnrcs arc bhrougiut forucrd Up woversieat, T

sur
Tnoercefore boi
ASTEy S hop
Cparbty chould

&
4 - s -!
GTCW we suould

Cl“

;11 out unam91ntouslg its policicvs ro ot JuCRCX

e
g
R ' s o - p— e
¢ act and not merely reacia

the Part; suounlé conslder scriously.

We keep taliking of aligning Jith various pertics frow g
Tf thiis dis the atvituce where is the ncoed to have a ratec
pucL Loements are sought on grounds of oxpedicincy and neot

identit, of principles. If arc to st.ock to ouwr princ: plca, W
ziould sive up thais search for aligaments. e must creal :

i

amony our .01nu“c that thosec who are not uith us are against us.

-
TEREE l}/'
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padnge Lo run en orgaaisaticn
4 resourcess Lf wie have

- Al dissolving the FPart:

I aw convineced e have all thesc thare

will to worlk.

Our Farty's lcaders should have the mecity t
at 211 times, If wg

should Lo unity of
There ds notihin

dorkers are not crea
by going into theo Ii e
programme of ajitating on local issues, FProgrammes saould not ooly
be preparcd by our loaders, t;ey should zlso lcad tice workers i:x

c

implcmenting su

B
the hlgrest problem is that faced by the

In Rajastian, i ¥ rrey
Industriglists are witlh the rulin;; FPerty. The workors have Loen
captured by the Commwnists end Cougress. The, will Lot Cuwe ©O UG,
The fawiers

re alzo supporting Congress becauwse or Lleoglslation liie
tihe Tenancy Aect tuat has favourcd them., Buv where it conceras
guestions like clectric powery water or fertiliser, tac Eﬂaauuldn
Kisan is unbsuppy. Yhen Swatanira Party takes us the cause of jé

there is a flutter in thec Cougress.

In Hdajasthan we started a movement for a remunerative -
agricultiral products, “The Congress controlled Kisan Sar
tock up our domand and startced an agitaetion led by a @inistc
Congress Party first creates difficulties for the farumer ¢
itocli launches agitation apgainst thoir own policies !
we do not act in timc and the Congress scigmes tie laitiailv
tue beneiit,

¢ wctivate Swatantira fouth. Ve must raisce our resources fron
get ourselves. If we depend on cutsice 87 for funds, wo
gzxall  set only promises which will nov he Farty ia
in the lurch. 'The Pariy's workers should
activities., It vill also have the cffcct of

lop a vestoed intercst in che Party. 4 #

ponth is morc useful to the Party than an ouisic
cf runccs,

This nas been one 0 tiue MOce CGScill allG
coastructive contrinutions.

Pregident's

o el am e bt A D

e

Col. Pasricha(Delhi) : Sumain, up the discusaions 3o far I

it that the ggésq; glgpqg oi wac Party
1o the caly democraric alternative te the (lctat ay
wolicies o:i tue Goveraaent., You clininate 3
wGbnl; piak and red or varisug hucs and you leave
0 th
a .

f sufiocating smolke that satened and coat
¢xocracy in India and the ¢ Jan bangh.

-
=
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?hore %s no greater anti-opuosition pariy thai the Jan Sangh. It

is their funcaiental creed. They will join with the opposiition only
to destroy tiem. It has not yet catercd thc nedicere Jan Sangh
mind thet the determining factor in clections im our country are the
pinoritics. The Congress knows this. The more strongly the Jan
Sangh projects “IQL#- and its revivalist policies ths groaver the
uniiy and Getermination of the nineritics to combine hehind fho

Con ress wilch always rcpresents itself as Iho only c“ﬂrﬁlop of
minoritics. The musllm vote is the s0lid Leasis on wrig the Usajress:
depends, In 1957 therc was a pertial revuleion of Gua@ ..ocdila VoL
and Congress Governuents fell 1ilke ning ping LroGucii_ a Sensc of
guphoria auo che opposition.

1_.l

n

[

1y

There is nothing wrons with our gosuel, But we have not had enough
dynanic, dedicated apostles to publicise our creed. Aud it is to
that function that has been to qerlousl and regretfully repleoted

chat vwe oush address oufselvub. That io ©h

1

cenly sound hasle ou

o

Vuzel tue party can be built, Since 1970 I have been trying to say
that our cifort ¢4 comcentrate all gur rosources nental and Tipsnclial

on Parlianc Iudrj elections is putting the cars hefore the horse, Ti
the public have confidcince in you the geats in Parlisment will follow.
Lut without it the scats will not come, But I have aot boen able 16
inject tidls hasils fact into the Part; despite all my cfforts. I anm
not suggesting that thl” iz a panaceca. But it is an esscntial firct
tew. The worker muct bhe traincd proporly apnd e susit feel that ia
iz leader ho has a comradc.

)
]
o
e}
I_I
-
¥

@
o
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arty should have from the hepianing a sevarate orjanisatioin

ing weder the charge of a whole~time organising mceretary vwaosce joh
it will be to travel all thc time and malkc ljaiSOﬂ Wit hils corresponds

ing nembers in cach State and get tucn fo do somcthing, Ang i Ir
finds Yhat there ars weople inm the Party, as there are many, who will
not shiit frow their chairs, ther wust ho . reroveld,

THE Low .J\.:O;Jl\.-‘ tiJ_'ttj...";"j :Lll
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1 ws we practical. Vou cannot expect
na t ﬁhe sroviicial headguarters to ;0 and Lale contact with
n b i &, . Thoe comuon man nas to bo

every man in tno atroc
approachkced throush the common man. Aad it iz a bedy of common nEn
Lhat weo nocd.

Tt die that task we dhould have in the past scriously addressed our selves.
Jo anll aave to work hard but iic low because the oircnms apces in
Gversc. Such hapnon 1n

winich we are placed now are exirouacly ad
&

the lives of political parties. It is not to vIry
great regret or romorsc. &nd peamimnile iF we to orpgpanisc
VeSS

in a sydtematic scilentilfic manner I U nrobabl

ridc thoe storie.

Br, i.L. Jgtay (Delbi] :  Every time we mect we draw up prograises

and when we reiurn to our censtitnencglies

and citics we -0 nothing furthoer. Every Party has poricds of Mc;e~
lessness and despair. Bven the Consress has faced d1t. Dut oy ;
gourasc an’ worked, I am a vorker in velzi. T em a poor Hai. Way®
: ? People call it tho Partj of rzjas and rich

qid I jeoia the Pariy
I say tidis dle wrong.
worin to fingst fuvr democracy and ooﬂo g comﬁunjgm.
Juipur oacc adrressed an elcocilon mecting vhen 9
Delhi Corporatiosn cleetion. She sald at thal .wecing cast Bd9 vau
Sanzh could acver become an all-ludia Parity uvecuiue swatantra Party

[P
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alone can gzive tht country a sense of dircetion as advocatcd by
Gandhiji, Tilak ana others.

Under the slogan of Garibi Hatao, the Congreess is Certiroyiag tae
poor people and they are being deanied demecroiic o
is being introduccd.

te in Delhi recently demonstrated outsice the FICCI meoting in DA hi.
We must lauch similar strugzles and workers will comec. But we siould
not demend RF the Centre. very wvorkder must consider
Himself a le

~

bre B.U. Trivedi (H.P. Invitece) : I have two su

e R e ST A oo L WO erestions to offer.
The first disin vegard to tle
changed systeci of voting., I have thought out a new system which will

not only save the govermment incmrring huge expenditure but reduce the
expendituere incurred by the candidatcs and parties.

Under this new & Ci candidate Ghould &edoci* 1000/— witia the
government
the rovernuent sachinery and not oy the rafty. £11 parLlos will
5iven eqmal reatuent for 7 davs, Volters slips and manifestoes
Parties -nd cnq’iagtes will be ?"‘jl ned by tae sovermment., An
asscubly clection will cost I3 1000/~ and Parliament clcction s 5000/-~.
No indepeudent campaigninw will be necossary and if any candidate or
Party does so it vill be disqualificatioi.

(3

The ovuer sch.me isto prvent maninulation oi .allot e RIS, nie
Swatantra Party shouvld propagate this schewe awm vae oinly va, to
engure free and fair clections.

nacaine should be manufaciured with z nuwher of push bubttons.

buttons should carr; the pyumbols of the various partics. The votoer,
ill go instde tie bootlh and push the button bhearins the swmbol of

iz chodces The machine will autoumaticoll: record iis vote. w.cs

)

the voter Ql&‘;@“ the button, the light will ilic.er outsiae to
indicake that the voter has cast his vote. Uunce tue voter c¢o.Cs oub,

1l

che 11ghc will pe suitched off te enable the next voter to come in
and cact his vote. If a voter does net oress the button, the Li
will not come on outside and this indicate that the voter has nue cast
his vote., fThis will eliminate the need for ballot pavers and with it
the tampoering of ballot boxes will not be possible, The ruling party
nas 2een Lanipulating su

uccessive electicas witlh the gtrategy of _
deieating suecific parties be enploying a vasiety of fraudmlent metlods.

Any political party to survive oust have a strong cadre of viorkurs wao
will tour the various villages and do work, I am willing to taite on
& to 7 districts in Madhya Pradesh. I will build up such a stron

o .

4

(i)

the next election the Swatantro Party can a:

all the Parliameontary scats in these districts. Ve wust take up loeal
, we puat fight Paachayat, municipal and corporation eloctions
cctions to cooperative societies. First Jig the i
: oni thicl: will enable us to do vork for the people ox v
acver be anle to do well in Assenbly and Parliamentary eluct-ons.
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.their arcas.

v,

nr. P. Sundaresan (Tanil Hadu) : Hitherto, our ”vbljcit? has een

‘ T almed at urbon psople iorgeitiug
our village wvoters Gespite the fact that 80k vi tue voters are in the
villages and half of them are ladies. So far, we nave only explained
our policies thiouzh newspapers and public nectings. Most of thege
public veetings are held in urban arcas and moet of the newspajey
reacers arc also in the wvrban arcas. Ladies generally do not attend

neetings or read newspapers.

we snould procuce at least five or six five minutes- films whieh should

be screeined continuously aot in & or B class i 1 atres but in C claass
i?urlng cineitas in the villajes. Bublic aeetings if at -all held in
villages will cost an average of f2 100/~ and Bven then the audience

Wwill be few and cven they will be sympathisers of the Party.

By exbibiting iive-minute films toarough tiuc touring cinemas, we shall
be educating 13, OOO voters wihether tpe are sywpathigers ol tihe Party
or not. It cifficult to Zind the aoncy for this pursosc
wihdeh wall £ % 128 per touring cincma. Local a
State Units « te and enaglc the film to be zZerecncd

Pregident's Reimlarks : This is a good suggestion and should bo
cohnasidered,

EE;_giEEE lioay (Gujerat) : To begin with, tie Farty is basically uags2
ToTTTTTmTm T upy not of j*s l;'lbL;Le out of ite’
aeonle and tnerefore it is necessary to thiink a l¢bblb asout the
of .people wio have gravitated into ouw Purtg. There was a lar;c
of honest and IJecent people who had been feelin: ior many Jyears,
necd -for a demccratic alternative to the Congrese wiilch taey vimuc
as a party vas taking the country to a totalitarian or
form of poverament. It is these people wio originally gsravi
ant¢ rormed a Party under the inspier L
o}
o

{-u.:.e DV Lro..i sa Pc,\.. rvild

of Rajaji. But sons ng veat wrohg along tie line. e
coning into our Party wioss faith in a ater Indiia, in dox
p"inciﬁlcs, » economic alternative To coiiwmnism, vas no
not as abid tit the result that in a spurt of uo,cft&hl
far a=z the Davtv i3 coancerned in a spurt oif expediency, we st ;Ttef

dishing out the favours of the Furty such as they were, and narticularly
after the quite consicerablu LLLblal successes that it nad acaieved, o

all manner of people to the. dotriment of thc oxg;nal fedicated people

1

ann
who Lad started azn® joined the Partyr.

I am saying it purely to moint out how we went wrong, With the resuld

that when 1ll luck started iumocking at our coodr, We found a grealb mny
people leaviag Yot those with an abidiag fo 1 congern foo
courntry but tisse wio had jwaped in 1oy an e « Ag thev :farted
leavings a certain demoralisation started creepins int- even tuc
staunchest hsarts. This is basically whac enet. 4l Tuls
pecting, we have madce tired speeches bDecuuse alvuouu We are ‘DVLLLLAG
to accept thet the Party is in bad straits; taat tac Pdlty facce
¢xtinction, nevertheless, there is rtaln gentiuentality ia us
vhich has kept us going.- But as we le colig, We S8t morc and rolrs
tired.
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braiﬂcithat g
fJ=_ntuLllvaco
Sk ‘the . Party

rcalloro o“

acutesin ggt o
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an’rooolutlonu.~'

llajo in Indig’ and,
qoauu. Therefore Uﬂat Lm'
@ai@;thaﬁ:bk

fof'“b,d¢romhtﬂuh '-;' qqq@}
in A8V Ferbhim24sThis i the
t1onh anould ap scar, Ana 1;

‘,r”bonsultrib¢;puubm rb OluLwUﬂD

?"4;1‘: md [ PF lac1ul.eq
bilnoad: ior USLE, cha c

c'q. -

°ﬁ’&t*Lu~ﬁnLSygitﬁs mwis
rﬁuwh ano cons ervativéJéaleulation
»ust have;

;pu4. It

I: weuld

'i once. uaan a vor'
t,o-gtart =0 ”f%S roots o"raulaavloh, RN
CTOTG”'JE TUPeTS . PLT:
9@11 1cu, tp

o aihiniige reguirenent. of txo and a Aulf.
this ds the:way wel are f01qa to Orb“

gay thet ther 5 it
. because i he's' Tha LluCpt bC‘Heo_ofmm_.: ]i@n in India% Iu ig. guite

gbviois we. arc ot going to boe ableto 1unCuJOﬂ at-Shat . Lavel
‘ anu'bnerc-oru we have Yo ilanovate soue 0T ¢ viays’ aﬂu‘?eans;by vinide
¥i¢ “Can ‘put together a political party Wit é ;- Then we
talk aboud the:future in thb context of .1
"Imltn I may hawe had in; democratic. pr 1&01ﬁleu, and the electoral

groc a5s pTlCL 501571 has been °h15berod “From what:I saw in:1971
“ang 19721 think it dis abuaro fer us to- nlan our htraﬁ a1d tullL

;1n terms of #ighting elections assuming, @ ll thé™time

Uarefair anu*fwcu. -Prior to 1971 I would saj the t L
the ‘mdrpiiiof cheating in. LlCCthﬂ”-UaS 1ﬁ

PR

ian politicu;‘-ﬁbatﬂvcr

. plnce 49?1".-6 30?2 thes, ve-beoome"‘j' nf‘“
B B 5, ity o o S i
"Theré*has~g@en'ﬂ hel Ataued evgl af cé

gl ]

a8 .
m

aT Lear'? This h

e
a3 wade ubetaz = 1
Je nave alwavu ]

2 lot of pcople avay from the ooll
-people to Lhe
no:n cnat Lione, has

PRI Uollufrom;ﬁheef HOT
differthee  ifthervoting patiern.
: _’§een ushd? Lo Hribe: aro:burchase VOLQ:anC ¢04 LV”ry o c’lvuhlu,gu POSC.
.\ﬂ_j;'qgt wn“t Thappened in 1971, aDQTO?Z was thaatd toney was ubseé.in aiver
"CUaier wore sassivi menner, that the or“'+no; ‘equation: uhaL_;b“elnLo
Be" noney and chc use o; ﬂaré work beoaJo uﬂb?ldﬁCCd.

CBetween the ‘use of
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‘We. have known all these years that official machinpery has been used

but not to the-extent that it was used in 1971 or 1972, Wot oaly

official money, but official vehicles, all maunner of -mass media, air

force planes not’ ome but eigat air foree plancs 24 hours a day- for
two months have been at the beck andeall of the Prime Hinister, —: .-
All-India Radio which even though it was a departmental’.functibn all

- these years, usec to give a certain halance in the news. Today, it

is all handouts whick are corrccted, censored and angled to help the
luling Party. Even the Press Information Bureauw which hands out
official inforwation from day to day is slanted in favour of cevtaln

© personalitics and pollc1es of government

I would like to give you the instanc: of my own coastitueacy. There
was ﬂotﬁlng in my constituency to sugjest that Mrs. Gandhi should win
the elections. There was no campain and no workers. No evidence o
any'malpractice. I cannot even suspect that the Government machinery
worked against me, yet the result was disastrous. We conducted an
intelligent campain, There was plenty of literature. THone of my
candidates starved from any“finances. They had all the wherethhals
wltn which to 11ght a clean democratic’ election.

I waa therec personally Ior five ueeks, workod harder than T had in
1971 or in 1972. But the result was a clecan sweep against us ~

I lost five deposits out of seven. I have no explanation. And T
am not prepared to accept that there was any Indira wave because if
there was any wave in wy coanstituency, it was a Piloo lody wave, I
just cannot understand it anc thercfore I have instituted all manner

. of searches to find out wh" or how it could happen.

It is amazing but the day the results were known, we started enrolling _
members, Befors the end of .the month, we had 400 members in our : .
constitucncy. 4ind within tiree months, I gm expecting to have a
thousand menbers. o ) .

3
So we have a situation in which the ruling party has ensured for
itself that it can win any election at will., It is in tuis contex
that we have to think about how we should orpanise the owatantra Party
to counter this. What are wc going to do then? Is it suggested that
the principles of the Swatantra Party and what it stands for will
become ohsolete the moment elections stop in this country? Therefore
we have to think not in termo of a political party trying to get a
few scats in legislatures but as people who have been entrusted, who
have mccopted for themsaelves not only the vight, but also the duty
and responsibility for preserving a particular point of view, a
particular thought, a particular form of Government, a particular
concept of socicty. ‘This we ean only do if we also carry with us o
certain abiding concern for the counfry itself. In other worcs, we 4"
nay deride the nationalism of the Jan Sangh as belng ultra-national
But there must be a deep strain of patriotism andconcern for tiis
country if we are going to be able to do what we have been charged 42
do either by providence or by oursclves.

.

A3 :

How. . © we arc going to organise ahould follow a study of what has
happened to the electoral process, the 'system and method of eleciion.-
cering. Blectoral reform can only be suggested by us if there is a J
deep study of the subgcct.‘ Blection law will have to be changed. Iul
the movement. nust continue and it can only continue through people
who have a certain recklcesness, a certain irreverance and youth 1o

‘ B - L
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back it up andthe erergy levels"ﬁeoessm 0 back it'".up.'

'In e riminations that I have been doing since the 1971 elections, I have

come t0 the conclusion tlat we have in this cowdizry a great deal of evil
which can only be fought with an equivalent amount of good. Therefore

we must go and mobilise the youth of this country. The only thing is that
we do not have the right method of approach but I am absolutely convtmoed
in my mind that the youth of this country sre méither socialist nor .
comunist but Swatantra. And tell them that they have to go and fight
injustice, not for free e terprise, or congtitutional amendme nts but you
try anl ineuleate in them a Jemdreto fight injustice wherever they see it
and most of all in their own homes. We must fire them up withthic oyt of .-
indignation, to oppose wrong and evil gingly or collectively to fight evil
whenever they see it. I have been experimenting with this andfind that -
cerfoin soils are more fertile than others amd the most fertile soil I have
Tound is the thousands of unemployed engineers — studenis who are out of
colleges who find that they do hiot have thé recesfary influende to secure
a job. This is our most Fferflio soil of activity. Therefore, instead of
thinking in terms of recruiting people to the Party, go to these youth. In
the villages, go to the man who has décided %o stay on hisg farms ard not

go to the eity looking for a job. BBcouse he isof ik earﬁh he will help
‘you ard remain loyal with you. He will serve you. . . .-

Therefore if we are to reorgenise the Par“ty, "bhere is no ghestlon of changing
its prineiples but only its arientation. 'Any advertising campaign is aimed
at a particular audience — our campaign should be aimed at the youth of tko
coUntIy . Becauee the older we get, we start malang cumpromlseb of life.

Wh&t we want in ou: pmrty are unnompromlszng people. 5

Iike in the life of a ration so also in the life
s e + of a party there are ups and downs. To win an
electionas 'x in govermea‘c ig not an end in itself but only a means to an
ends ' The purpose is to Pigh%t agaiket injustice, tyranny, despotism,
autocracy and totalitarianism. This struggle will continue irrespective
of the Swatantra Party. Vhatever decision we may take regarding the Party
future, posterity will carry forward the flag of freedom for which the
Swoton'wa Party stands.

There is nothing wrong with the Swatantra Party. We jOined the Swatantra
Party out of conviection and we shall continue to be in fthis party by
whatewer name you may choose te eall it. I do not see army reason for a

change in the name of te Party.

As fze  Smianira Party happens 0 lo-. ia govermment in a par‘bl@lllJ state you
wight be expecting that it is the touchstone of the Party'siprincidles.
But I wowld like o soy as the President of that State Unlt that there are
various limitations. . We work under wvarious stresses and straings’ Our
coalition partners though not socialists by conviction do not lose any
opportunity to proclaim thot they are more socialist then Mrs. Gandni,
Therefore even though we. opposed in yrinciple the Constitubtion 24th and
25th Amendments we did tolke the opportwiity o record our protest in the
" Orissa legiglature though wie could not stop it teirng passed. Even if {he
Orissa legislature had obstructed its passege these amendment bills werc
sure to beendorsed by more than half the legislotures in the counbry. ¥o
therefare did not feel it necéssary to bring metters to 2 head and Weak upd
the codlition on this account. S
: senea
. th other partieg are conc rned it istoo early %o
smember when I was, for a brief peried leaader oif .
the Lok Sabha andWe, V.M. Trivedi wos thelesder of the

LA RS AP
Ay e R o .L'ormu“w te o jolnt Swabarbro—Ten Sangh Parliame uiary

'L I‘eferred th annthen i;o Iajail andRajoii with his foresisht thought
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" heartily weleaue him.

Bt 1)

So far as our aligmient with other parties are concermed it is %oo carly
$0 rule .guch things out. I remefinr when I was, for a brief period leader
of the Swatantra Party in thelok Satha ard M¥r, U.M. Triwadi was the lendor
of the Jan Sangh, we tricd to fumr:late a joint Swatantm~dJdan Sangh
Parliamentary Group. We Tofermed thematter to Rajoji and Hajajl with his

foresight thought tha+t Mr. Trivedi's voice was the lone valce in the Jan

Sangh andhe restrained me from going chead, Today I find that Mr. Trivedi

is completely disililisioned and he has jolned the Swatantra farty amd I

I know the days ohead are very difficult wn» tro Party. We logt the
EKoraput by-election the other day. It is a Haxalite infested ares bordering
Andhra Pradesh. Two of otr workers were killed the night T fore polling,
You all lmow of the Sixbty—lolh State Bavk of India episode. Inspite of our
apprehension ond protest in the Lok Sabha regarding thesaiety of Magarwala,
he is no morc as also the Inspecting Officer. All these things indicote
that this country is heading towards totalitarianiew and we will have to face
the =ugie g0 long/tli: jsorla.do not realise this davger. Ve must sducate
people about these facts, As Mr. Piloo Hody said the ground isfertile but
we will have to meke efforts, For that, my first suggestion isthat the
Fational Headquarters of the Swatantra farty be shifted from Bowbay o Delhi.
Delhi is the hub of Indian politics and weecancot remein Tar away. Even for
sending election moberial, such delay from the Cemtrel Cffice cnwil = 7
have been avcided if the Central Office had becn located ot a cewt-al place.

Socondly as the Fhagwot Geeta soys let us 4o our duty snd not be worrled about

the fruits thoreof. It is ocur duity te kep the flag fying irrespective of

Tthe conseguences. ' ‘

Hr. U,Ma Privedi (Svecial Tnvitee — Madhya Prodesh) @ Tho present position
aZter the elections

scems $0 have brought us to the #2338 roads, but I agree with all of you

Fhat we need not losc heart but carry on the fight for éemocracy in the game

manner as we have heen doing sc far.

The Swaténtra Party alone has an alternetive to the policies of the Party
in power. All other pariies are *rying 0 become Yeftists. Mony ofyou =
might remember the speech of Mr. Hume when the Congress was first stavted.
Today, all of you herc are intelligent cnough to Imow that it isowr duly as
tho cream of society o do cur hit for the country and to guide our people
to the alm wliich we sce and +#ich cught o be the aim of every democratic
par‘lar. :

- The Comgregs from the time it started, wmtil the framing of the Constitution

had the tall of the cow in its hands and was vosivively a Party leaning
towards Hindus. It licked the Hindus and kicked thé cow as soon ag it came
To power. The Jan Sangh storted wiw: the same geame, estehing held of the
tall of the .cow and the Nindus, It has kKeked both. Tedey the Jan Sengh

is out heroding Herod., IHobody wants the Bihar Muelims to come back and
sottle down in India, but Jan Sangk wants it. The Congress wamts to inpose
a ceilingon property of five lalhs endio toke awny the excess above the
ceiling after payingsome compensation, whereas the Jen Sangh says the ceiling
shouldbe fwo lakhs and <he property above the ceiling should be taken away
without Doyment of compensation. OJan we call ourselves Like-minded with anmy:
ofthesc Partica? We will be cheating owrsclves if we do that, I was
digidlusioned with the Jan Sangh. It 448 not take me long. to do w. Tz
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from my district.
because it is an opposiition party. Bub I feel that thefellow travellers who
have entered the Congress have also entered Jan Sangh and they are om the

path to lead those who are with them into the same pitfall in which this

unreagonablencgs in your gltitude. ,
becane a fanatic; until you became fanatics you cannot carry on with your

Party.
in the right direction whore you are going.

Mr. N. Dandeker (Bombay) ¢ I feel that there issuch a degree of unanimity

-

-2 -

difficult for me t0 aurb my scybiments particularly because I was o founder

‘manber. of the Jan Sangh, o break off and ftalk againgt it was a great problem
for mes Therefore it took me four years to make up my mind. Once I come
out openly I did so strofigly. I was strong cnough, with my persomal influence
t0 annexe all the seven geats in Mandsaur dlgtriet for the Jan Sangh and alse

the Parliasmentary seat.
where the Jan Sangh could claim such a vietory.
But now I have madeu up my mindto drive the Jan Sangh out.
days fram the time I started working for the Tarty I drove out the Jan Sangh

Thig was the only district in the whole of India’
I arove out the Congress. O
ithin twenty bHwo

Most of my friends here are soft towards the Jan Sangh

Congress isgoing.
I agree'with My, Mody when he

As lonéas we Tremain honest we have a future.
get down two qualification for every politician to follow.
a third one; o your recklessness and irvesponsibility add one thing more viz.

I will lgy down
Until you become umreasonable you cannat

Be fanatical about your party stiek to your ideals and it will pay

about various matters that I should merely

verhaps help by stating what the unanimity is about.

I think in the first place it is perfectly agreed that the Swatantra Party
There is every meed for its continuance and there camnc’s be

nust continue.
amy tallk about dissolving it.

The sécond proposition f thirk that is agreed isthat we have got to go it

alone. There isn't any like-minded party with which wecould possibly have an
alliance and if there was a lilke-minded party then the best thing would bé to
merge in ite I think it has becn agreed unanimcusly again that there ig ud
guestion about this and we should go it alone. There should kB no talk abcld
allianges with parties except vhen elections ¢ me along and you may make’

adjustments in regerd to seats which is really a matter of local tactics.

Thirdly, I think it is agreed that we must now orient ourselves to o vigorous
revegtablishment of the Party throughout India to the end that will have an
impzct upon electionsas and vhen they caue. plimg ond that we should get preparcd
for it nows I think it was alsc the genercl cougonsus ofopinion that electilons
mean not merely elections to Parliament or State Assemblies, it means elections’
all clongthe line, 1like elections to thicmunicipalities, Corporotioms Panchoyots,
Zilla Parishads; and so on, This last point I emphasise because for a 10ng
time “our Party believed that politics ought not to be introduced into loecal
self—govermuent e¢lections. It is now the consensus of opinion I think thot

the election.force amd the capbility of wimming an election at pofnt /.
depends upon wimning elections at point B which in furn depends upon winning

- them lower down until we come right down to the lowest level at which elections

take place,
Amd i this I

What is further agreed is a large bill of things to be done.

was particularly impressed by the speeches among the many made by four members:
Viz. Mre Lobo Prabhu, Mr. Aryz, Mr. Yoshwant Kumar Choudhary aml Mr. Halyansingh
Eolvi. To repeat the points would be meamingless. I will therefore combent

saes ]



D

'myself with mentioning the main headings under which welquiﬁe obviously

are all agreed action has to be taken -

(1) Wnile ouxr principles'are serfectly sound, our plans, our policies and
programies have to be restated in o manner consistent not merely with the
current context but consistent with the understending of our plans,
policies and programmes by the people =t the ground level- 1ho make up the .
voters in this country. ' -

(2) There ‘is the problem of g getting publlclty for us and Er. Lobo Probhu
had gome suggestions to make ln thht connechlon. :

(3) At local levels again an organised way of dealing with the grievances
of the pcople; '

(é) The most impressive need that was stresaea by many is the urgent necs-
ssity to study the Representation of the Peoples Act viz., the mechanics

of elections, of voting, of propagindaj; the problem of cost and a whole range’
of ;roblems connected with the. voting and election Processes.

There was also Mr.Arya's suggestion particularly about thé tralning of
whole time cadres at the greound level in terms of our principles; policies
and programmes in such a menner thot they in turn can explain. I can tell
from my bitter experience in the 1969 Mid~Term Elections tc the Assemblics
in Bengal, Bihar, UP and Punjab where I was on my feet the whole time
fomething like four weeks of campaigning) thet it was pathetic %o sce our
coandidates themselves unable to project either our. principles, policies
or progroames in any menner that was understandable, Asg Mr., Piloo Wody
pointed out we must get hold of the tremendous discontent that ekists
among the unemployed educaoted young men to whom the one subject thot
is the subject of injustice. They are the vietime of mgustlce° And if
our plans and policies can be reoriented in a2 manner in which they can
see that there is injustice and it is curable, there is involved o
tremendous problem of training,

appecls

.

Do me leave it there merecly stating problems anG statiag ad hoc solutions
or do we take this thing one step further ¥ I proposc to baks it one siep
furtner. I suzgest that the time has come for the General Council to
consider whether all this does not require a revamping, a change ¢
leadership itself at the Notional Headguerters-level and also at
State level. One must begin in my judgenent a{ the top level, What ¢o I
mean by a change of leadership ? I meen thet we have got to have necple,
youilg enough, vigorous cnough end at the energzy level adeguate enouvgh, %o
do all these things to give it the push and to give help wherever material
of that kind at ©the state level, district level, ete. is ovailable. There
is need at ti:e top level in my judgement for a very considerable change

-in the composition of the National Exccutive and of the leadership, thot

is the office hearers. I am one of them, I want a leadership thot will
have time, that has competencc, that has encrgy, a leadership that hos

the copability of putting these things acrosc. ThérefOWQ; obviougly not

ag 01ld ag I am for instance but considerably younger.. I suggest to you
for considerasvion not for decision at this meéting but for consilderation
and for thinking it over is there not need beginning at the top level

for a Chpn e in 1eadershlp such that it ansvers to these regquirements

And if it ansvers to these requirements would be capable of éﬂlﬂu the
hundreds of things that require doing ond which are agreed need to be done.
I perhans Con't have the encrgy for the kind of job that requires to be
done; for atbaining the kind of objectives we have in mind so that the
atbeinment of these objectives may have the impact at the elections levels
which is the final thing that we want to achieve; so that from the bottom
upwards we start capbaring an impressionable numher of seats at verious
Places, so thot we meke an impression at all levels of legislative

process in this country. £ ' o

ne

£ the
th

Tou may say there was andection held last year. Yes, that election 1tscli
was the reflection of the kind of situation we came ount of in 1971.
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1972 has come. and the whole dimension of the problem has changed, - The
dimension cof the problem of what is needed, how it should be put across,
vhat is reguired to put it across,what isibhathat is needed by way of

'rev1tallslnb the organisation at all levels, has changed. It is ny

submission that the General Council ought to consider and ot the next
appropriate meeting (which I hope will be an early meeting) decide that
they want a revamped office bearers; a reveamped National Executive of
the kind that I have just mentioned who will t-. take:. in hand the
donotion of persuading people at the state level (becauso we believe in
the democratic proceso), the need for a similar revamping of the
operative parts of our organisation at thc state levcl.

As the President said no d00131ons arc required at this stagc. As far as I
an concerned, I think I am not fit., Whatever the organisation, whoever

may be the President in termse of these requirements my scrvices will
always be at his disposal. I don't nced to be a Vice-President., If I am

any good Swatantra Party man at all, a2nd I claim I am, I don!'$ nced to

hold any particular office, All I need is the conviction on the one hand
and the willingness to assist and to listen on thc othcr, I do most
earnestly Mr. President, suggest this and as far as I am purscnally concer-
ned, my resignation is there at any time for this particular purposec,
because that is a purpose in which I firmly believe .

Pregident's Remarks: Mr. Dandcker has summed up very ably various spcoches
that has been made and has also gone on to put forward a very interesting
and to my mind, sound suggestion. It is quite clcar that we must do some-
thing and we must do it as quickly as possible. But that docs not mean
thot we must do whatever we wish without adequate thought. Therefore I
fhink that when we meet again we ought to be ready to take a decision
whether on the lines that he has suggested or on some othor lines. In the
meanwhile, in order that such a sugrestion be considered without any kind of
a feoling that you would, by accepting his suggestion, be passing a kind

of vote of censure on the existing office bearers, let me say that I

wiould not interpret it as such, Indeed like him I would say that the kind
of gualities that are now needed - sufficient time, energy and so forth -
arc the sort of things which anyone vho wishes to hold the position that

I am holding today must have. And like him also I agree thznt I do not

£ill that blll. And therefore I shonld be porfectly willing to step down.
You must therefore think of this in precisely those terms. I wonld also

ask all the other collezgues on the Hational Executive and the rest to

look upon this suggestion in the some way. Our services and advice would be
available to whoever takes the leadership. But that the leadership should
now be in the hands of someonerwho has the cnergy, drive and time, that

is quite obvious. Some of us who came in and took these positions did so
because in a scnse there was nobedy else at that time to hold these

positions,

i

T felt I wought to intervene ~ it wos net my intentien to mcke qny specch
as such ~ to remove any possible misunderstes ndlng, any fecling of embarra-
ssment and make this point clear. It will be the General Council which

will decide if the General Council considers it., Thig is the linec along
which "e should procecd., Tho Gencral Council should proceeéd on the assump-
tion what the resignations are there with them at leapt myseclf, And others
who unlnk like we do would also indicote that they viould havensno

dhjection- to stepping aside. ,
Mr. G, B, Sukhee ¢ Will this be donc constitutionally or the way in
it hes been sugmested.

which

o . 54 o e, s o P S . B i A

It will have to bc donc cntirely censtitutionally and therc-
fore I have sald this is not the time when vie are taking

& decision, Thidegssacpropoaitionswhivchohosibion phichefore’ gon. vut

My cbscrvoticns were morely 90 that yru can consider it withrut any
cabarrossmoent.

Prosident
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vital things: A _ :
T Iﬁeoloﬂy and }'K’O“I’Ell.h.‘le, 2, Pn;;rsical Strength and 3. Finance.

Sundazmeni Patel (OrlSsa) .: To 1y assessment, orgenisation requires three

v

But in no caze should finance be allowed to prevall upon ideology and -
prograrme which is the basic thing and we have failed here. Since 1963;

I have seen that thé Swatanira Parfty is more dependent on finance than on
its prograime. This has to be reversed, Secondly, a political party must
have & constructive progremme, The Swatantra Party has no constructive
programae o% all at the grownd level, Ny suggestion is that we must prepare
an infro~structure viz., education of the people. Vhat ia the percentage
of literate people in ihe counbtry - less than 205, One way is for adult
education at the ground level, Ivery party worker should educate a minimuw
of at leagt 100 workers.

Thirdly, we nust take up agitations, Remainivg a mere constitutional body
and speaking only on constitutional matters will not pay us any more. Ve
must orgenise agitations on every isgue - national or lecal. Fourthly,
there should be a tean of leaders, soy two or three from the Centre who
should go around aund meet Stave . .ecu'clves ang also a few district )
committees before the meeting of the next Gemeral Council to ascertain
the defects, the demands and local conditions. Then we should formulate
our policr and programies. T

The most jmportant point is puollci voand 1i cera‘Lure and & research wing
of the Party.

Mnally regarding alli=nce with ther Pax ~ties, the noment we tallk of allia-
nece or adjustments, we demonsiroite cur wealmess.

Dr. R.C. Cooper (Bomba:;:l t I do not stand here today to justify my action.
I vas fully awere of the fuct that I vas in a hopeless minority of one., And
now afier hearing a large mumba of snexkars yesterday, I stand here before
you viih & complete Tfeeling of setisfaction. This feeling of satisfaction
canes because I fe€l thot I have fully aghieved the purpose Tor which I had
written fhe two letiers. Iy Purpose was three=fold viz., to gingsr up the
party; partially to make the Zarty sghalke uv its lathsrsy and to focus att-
enticn. And therefore you would have noticed that there was an intverval
of approximately one week in the two letters which I had written giving
sufficient time to the fow t0p lewders 40 whom I had addressed my letters
o reply. I got replies from most of them. Unfortumately, Mr. President,
perhaps because of your multifocrious activities we could not exchange our
views on this imvortent matter. :

I woulad also invite your attention to ry first letter of March 28, In this
letber there is one very importont sentence in the penuliimate para which
appears to have been overlooled by most people vizm., "unless we are prepared
to resort o direct action as suggested by Rajaji'’, The entire premise of
ny letier and the various suggestions nade therein were conditional upon
our whole-hecrtedly applying our mind to the important suggestion vhich a
1iitle earlier was made by Ra 3@31 Viz,; thet if our Party was 10 survive 8
then it must resort to direct action having regard to the peculiar circu~
stances in vhich we are fuced. I o gure you will all agree with me that
Rejajd is a groat believer in tho rule of law; a great respecter of law.
But, there are certain situations in the history of the world, in the
history of a country wherc drasbic diseasecs require drastic remedies. And
perhaps Rajaji feels thot the dinme has caze vhien this country also requires
droastic remedles in the oha.po of dircet action which way or may not necosg-
arily be in consonance with the rule of law.
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Affer making tais augge:tlon, I exchanged sone cor&espondence with

I requested nim to spell out in greater detail what he meant
by direct actions 4nd Rajaji's reply was Wost significant. He saild
that he had thrown out this idea and that it was for important leaders
of the Party like Mr, Masgni, Mr, Dandeker and our President and others
to spell out in great detail what:this direct action programme was
It was for this purpose, that my second letter of April
5 was writtene I thought that perhgps in view of the pproaching
General Council meeting, it would be worthwhile.my trying to put before
‘you a few ideas which gould take more concrete shape, in form of dir egt
actlon and that was spelt out to a limited extent in my second letter.
Very littile -attention was paid to this second letter either in the
National Executive or in the wueneral Council,
What is the differenge between my proposal ( Lamnow referring to the
other part of my proposal which has been unanimously rejected by every-
body) making a distinction betiween what is knwwn to the world as mercy
killing and lingering death, What I was suggesting was that if you
are no¥ bold enough to agt now, then it is no use allowing the party
to die a lingering death. It might as well be appropriiate to resort

And the speeches I have heard since vesterday after~

to mercy killing. :
noon have led me to believe that perhaps we would prefer slow poisoning

which would lead to a lingering death rather than the mercy killing of
the type which I have suggested, Now that my second alternative has
been rightly rejected by the General Council, I will once again plead
with my colleagues to very seriocusly conaider the suggestions contained

in ny second letter.

One important thing which has been repeatedly mcntioned at General Council
meetings these last twelve yearws Ictho. inability of the Party to do

much because of a lack of resources and the control of mass communica-
tion media by the Ruling Party. Although I admit that these factual
positions are well=founded, I would svbmit that this cannot be an

excuse for inaction, But I would like to draw your attention to onec
inportant aspéct rélating to.this.question of lack of resources. Let

us not forget that the staunchest Naxalites who were member of the

Party in West Dengal were young men coming from the best of families.
They were sons of ICS officers, of rich industrialists of West Bengal.
And these were the youth, perhaps wrongly fired by inthusiasm and
adventurism, who went to the wrong party. ;

Therefore, with a right programme snCtith the right amount of training

in leadership, it should be gquite possible to get the services ol
these young men coming from the bhest of families for the purpose of

a constructive programme of direcgt action by the Swatantra Party.
Onc.aspect about which we have been complaining io the controlling of
the mass communication media by the Ruling Party or one or twWo peoplc
at.the top including the Prime Minister. 4are we going to sit down
with folded hands. Ve are going to demand. from every platform that
AIR & TV should be under scparate autonoious corporations to ensure
a certain amount of independence, But tierc is every probablity that
as in the past this very just plea will once again be rejocted. £ it
is rejected what are we going to do about it? I think we should do
the-same thing which was done during the sswondl orlfl War by many people

-
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in the occupied countries. He shoulu do the same tnlng Whlch in

the early days of the freedom struggle in this couniry was rcsorted
to by the Congress, Many of you are perhapsSs avare of the fact that
guring the early part of the struggle for freedom the newspapers in
this country were completely under the control-oef the British Governw

‘ment.  And a situation very similar to what we are facing today -had

arisen, At that time, the Radio and T.V, were not in existonce. But

a smallecyclostyled bulletin called the Congrees Bulletin used to be
issued everyday which was an unauthorised journal and yet it got tle
maximum acceptabilify from the people of this country who were prepared
to pay even Res 1 or is 2/= for =« single cyclo=styled sheet of paper.

-And this is what the party will have to consider with rcgard to the

Radio,

Then, in my programme, I have referred to other matters like uncmploy-
ment, the nced to bring down prices ml .co on. The ruling party though
it talks of Garibi Hatao has been doing very little., Here also there
is a tremendous possibility for direct action. I would recommend a
no=tax campaigne This I have been recommending to the Party without
any success for the last two years. I don'® mean that the rich
industrialists should stop paying pheir income=tax. They startcd
their noetax gampaign long agoand with .he full connicvance of the
ruling partys When I talk of direct aection, a no-tax campaign, I @
not mean the rich industrialists but at the lowest level - the land

- revenue payable by the smallest farmer, other small taxes payablec by

small people in the villages. And they should be exhorted not to may
their taxes, until the prices of eszential commodities are brought

down to reasonable 1iuita They should be asked . not to pay their taxes
until a certain percentage of employment is guarantesd or comsidered
by whatever means by the Government every year. And I feel that if
this type of time~hound programme is resorted to by the Party taen
alone c¢an it expect to survive, Because whatever lir, Dandeier aiglt
say about ¢ rrying the message of the Party, brin,ing tae prograamne

of the Party to the rural people, there will be no success for the
Party unless we have direcct action which is going %o benefit the nasses

of this country. And unless we have a plan which directly affects
“two types of people in this country, the poor and the minorities, ike

Party has in my opindon no chance af success,

One last word regarding Mr. anackcr 's suggestion about the chaange
in leadersiip, I am fully in agrecment w1th what br, Dandeker has
saids I will exhort all of you to support his idea subject to only
one quallflcetlon vize, that whatever leadership of the youth which
we are going to have in futute, should be a leadership based.on
democracy and not on dietatorship. - I think I am spcaking on behalf
of the entire National Bxecutive when I say that once a new lcader
is elcctad, evepyone of us will tender our resignations immedzately
so that the General Council eam elect a new team of office bearers,
and a new National Executive based on the gqlncinlo of democracy.

1

Pre51dent'" Renarks : I would say this that when you consider young
leadership, I do not know-what age limit you

have,in mind. Bnt aftor hearing Dr. Cooper, I would say that round
~about 50 is .not . wronge - v
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We face a very difficult situation and I am not
T

‘Mr, M. R. Masani :
guite sure whether ny friend MMr. Trivedifs
i ' . It may

e e G B S T

© prescription of "fanatlicism" is the right prescription today

be called for after a few years. But today it seems to me that the
gualities we want most are courage and patience. Patience and fanati-
cism don?t po well together; that is why I am suggesting a slightly
different prescription from the one suizested by my friend Trivedi.
I would like you to take the present. 81tuatlon in its historical

perspective and not be carrled away by the feellngs of the day.

Ag fer as I can make out, we are in. a stage that other countries have
gone through. I will give the analogy of France, at the end of the
fourth Republic when their politicians had-also played the fool,
their SVD governments followed one after another and there was a
climate of popular disgust with the politician very similar to vhat
has exigted for the last twa or three years in India. TFrance turned
to De Gaulle. De Gaulle was a great statesman and a great patriot. He
served a constructive purpose and he handed back power to the people
vhen his job was done. I think we are very much in this-kind of a
situation because we politicians in India did play the fool .and the
democratic parties forfeited the confidence of the people. The SVD
Governments in the Northern provinces from 1267 -to. 1969 behaved so
badly that all of them were toppled with popular approval, -

It was not the Grand Alliance that lost the General Election but the
failurg to bring about a grand alliance on a principled basis ancd Thus
providing an alternative to the country. The six months that ve lost
from June 30, 1970, till the debacle on January 3, 1971, is what lost
It was the misbebaviour of certain politicians in

us the electlons.
- 0On that:particular issue,

the Congress(0), the Jan Sangh and the SSP.

our hands are clean.
I say uhat t1e hands of <the

But were our hands clean otherwise ?
Swatantra Party also were not clean and people also hastened to show

disgust with us. During our ten years of existence, we Qld a lot of
honest work and good organisation, = But: there was also a lot of indis-
cipline and skullduggery. First example, the Raja of Ramgarh; second
e“ample, several Gujerat MLAs -with & consistent record of - indiscipline
and disloyalty to the Party, Thirdly, welcoming defections, Fourthly,
the defections ~ some from our Party- amongst those who voted for

Dr. C. Deshmukh- in the election of President and then gave their second

to Mr. Giri, thus losing us that election. So even our

preferences.
hands are not clean and it is because of ‘all this that the people have

turned ag 1nst uS.
Every single answer to our problems today including Dr. Cooper's time -
bound programme is in the Mid-Term Report, but we did not carry it out.
That was the lack of sincerity that we showed. Also the lack of hard
~work. Iir, Regmalerishean was quite rizht when he- reproacined us for for-
. getiing Gandhiji.: Gran Swaraj, Trusteeshlp, not one of these things

that we picked up from G&ndhlJl and. put into our progzumme, did we

ever implement. .

‘So-vwe too let down the country in a certain measure and uhe Indian people

have done what Walter Llppmann said they wonld alvays. do.zHe wrote

many years ago that when the people are faced by the choice between

bad and corrupt representative government and what they. expect will be

strong undemocratic government, they will choose.the second., If they

have chosen Indira Gandhi, it is because of this reason.

That is why, if Col, Pasiicha will remember, when we met here last year

and when - -he said that we had lost a bat¥le, I ventured to say that
....53
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we hnd lost the wno Thgt is why toda y we are in a pos% war
situation and very puzzled how to curr* on. I il gladghe now
agrees with me, - -

We are now cntering o period of dlCEﬂtOrShlpa We have left behind

us .(clthough some of us are still thinking it ckists) Porty and
parliomentary democracys DLet's face:it. Foscism is already ra vising
its ugly head . It started with Jantar lMantar, went on to bhubancshwmr
and lir. Biswannth Das being assaultoed and asked to sign his resignation.
under . force by Indira's IMLAs and iiPsj it went on with the burning o
copics of Gurgggg in Bombay; it has taken in its sweep the death of
Nagarwala and, most shameful of 2ll, thc suppression of the people of

Kashmir completely andof Bengal partly in the recent elections. In Kochnmir,

the eleetions were completely rigged and in Bengal thedy have bheen
partly rigged.

I was in Calcutia on the day of the polling and the general concengi s
among people I met after the poll was that, at least in several consti~
tuencies, the Congress Party defeated the Harxzists by sheer hooliganisim
and violence. Indced, I was told that some of the same goondas who

-had been operating for the morxists in the earlicer .elections had now |
‘been purchascd and had operated on behnlf of the Primo lidnister'ts party.

But what is happening in Calcutta today after the elections are ovar is
even worse., It is a continuing process of violence. There are sceveral
exhmples now of so-called INTUC ahd chhatra Porisiad young uen golag
into factories pulling out physically Morxist YWradce Union workers,
ruthlessly assaulting them and throwing them with fracturcéd bones oa
the streets to be token to hospitals. Principals of Colleges hnve

been abused in their offices for not duly derecognising clccted Studcents!
Uniens which happened to be under Horxist lecdership and act. repl-eing
them with Unions under the leadership of the ruling Congress Portye.
Students have been assaulted. We are entering a phase of incipient
pro~Soviet fasecism. There is in fdct no GOHIlth between comuunism

and fascism = they are two sides of the same coin. We appear to be
going the way of Indonesia, Ghana and Ta nzanin - a one-party Afro-Asinn
digtatorship.

I om very gl&d somme of our people have recogniscd 2}l this this morning
and characterised.the pesition accurately. '

Hy friend Dandeker said that this has strengthened his resolve thot
elections should be fought from the bottonm right upte the top. O0f
course as dGemocrats we nust fight clocticns whenever we can. But I
must confess to o fear - and.I hope it is a fear which will be diss=.
proved -~ that.clections are . going to become irrelevant in the next

five to ten.ycars. I hope I will be proved wrong and thnt things von't
go that far. But that isny own hunch and fear.

Now, in this situation, what. is the Party to do ? I wust confcss tu

a feeling which nny not be considered’ heroic that there is no ponacea
that is going - to solve the problem overnight. There is no instant - - .
cure. After:all, what we are eanduring no w is the rdsult of twenty

along with other democratic partiess And we are not going to be o
to get out of those consequences within one day by ~ny heroic deci
Let uws Jdo something ! Certainly. Let's carry on what we are {cin
But the idea of doing something dramatic or Grnastic or heroic like ,
swollowing an Aspirin tablet to relieve pain, that's, not going to vo rl.
T ann o short-term pessimist and o long-tern optlmlot.
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Lot us conslder seme o the, suggestions thet have been made, Lot us
consider the suggestion for a chango of namc, I am glad Rajaji hos

dropped its (Th1° morning Laxman's cartocn about the cactus is very
relevant. A rosc by any.name will smell as suget « a cactus would be

Just as prickly whatever you gall it,

Similarly, the suggostionfor dissolution of the Party. I cm very glad
that Busi Cocper has drcpped 'it, I would like to cndorse what tho
Chalrman said ycsterday that Rusi Cocper's letfcr was a courageous
lettor, It is not a cowardly thing. to suggest the dissolution cf one's
farty, It is very easy to drop cut guietly and not be noticed. But to .
come before this group and say Met!s put an end to our Party",that

And T am very glad he did it beecausc ho nos

The unanimous rcjection of
He has now come up

requires great courogi.
provided a very grod basis frr discussion.
the thesis itsclf is in-a way his vindication.
with & mch more pr3001011 proposal.

'T felt there woro twe fallecies in Rusi Cocperts thesis. I de not agree

{ that the country has rejected the policies of the Swatontra Party. I

| think this formulation is a defective ono, What it has rejected is the
performance of the leadership of the Swotantrn Party in varicus ficldse

and in various States and the way they let down their cwn pregrmmmcs .

and policics.
The sceond fallaey in Cooner's letbor wos thet it vowld free mombers te
do other good things. I don't knoew what othur members feocl, but I
{certainly have not got the feoling of being frustratod or limited from
deing other zood things by my moembership of the Swatantra Party. I have
been conducting the Leslic Sawhney Programme for Training in Domccracy
I am running o little "rag" callcd Frecdem First; I am trying to build up
_ lthe Indian Liberal Group. Mombership of tho Swetantra Party on the
kontrary gives onc o little ccurage; gives onc o feeling of solidority
that onc bclongs to a fraternity <f free spiritse I do not think that in
order to cnablc onc to do othor work, i1t is neccssafy to liquidate the

Party.
" On the contrary, vhen the day comes, it will be very valuable fo have o
nucleus of the Swotontra Party arcund whieh people may rally. I shall
give an cxomple. Whon Rokosi took over Hungary cofter the War ho degtroyed
2ll the nonw~communist poartics. The Liberal Pmrty, the Pegsant!
‘the Social Demoecratic Party, were all liguidated and banned. That wos
in 1947-48, In 1956, vhen the Hungarion people drove the Soviet forces
ont of Budapest for o few days, the moment this happened, the officcs
of the old portics were ru-cpened., Immediately thousands of people who
were non-cenformists, rollied round the Socialist Party, the Peasant's

Porty and the Liberal Party with the rcesylt thet Imre Nagy, tho
Communist Prime Minister whe wos standing up to Soviet tanks, waos able
to form a coslition government vwith the leaders of the sceialist,
peasants and other partiecs, It did not last fer more than o few days
because of the Soviet tanks coming backe. But it shows how voluable
kceping alive the flag and symbol of the party is vhen the time comes
for tho Party to function aggressively once agoain.

s Pariy,

Now we go to the other extreme and that is "non-viclent insurreetion
suggestcd by Rﬁj .Ji in a wvery fince article and now in & more meodificd

and restricted form by Cooper in his time beund pregrammc of dirvect
.action. Hore again, I feel thot all this is prunoﬁurc. As Kapolcan

said, it is magnificent but it is not wer. In order to have an Ensurrcc~
tlon-you must have a hated tyrant. Yhere is the hated tyrant today?
Pcople vho see things as we do arc a hopeloss minority today. Otheruisc,
ne cloction rbsults, inspite of all the skullduggery, would have becn

| different, Thereforc, to talk of insurrection at o time when thore is

| no hateca tyrant 1s unfortunately lacking in a scnsc of historical

\ pergpective,
I agrec with Patodia whon he said yestordey thot this kind of dircet
confrontation is likely to be countcr-productive,.It may hurt us more thon

it hurts the othor side. As HMr., Pormonand Kejrival reminded us yosterdoy,
this is net the ¢1rs% time that some of us are gling through +this




this unfortunate situation.

Mxr,-
Soviet satellitism and that he was opening the door fo communism, it

was not possible for 1e to find more than a couple of people 1n India

+o understand vhat I was saying.
a little crazy, that Jawaharlal Nehru, a great leader was leading’

-

When I started saying in 1950 that
Jawaharlel Nehru was a disaster, that he was taking India to

My best f¢1ends -thousht that, iy was

India to peace, prosperity and social justice and that I -was completely
of f the ‘track., And it book all of ten years from 1950 t0-1959 %o.get
a sizeable number of people to agree with me.and to establish the

Swatantra Party. At that time, Rajaji and “Munshi were in oifice
Ranga was an office~bearer of the Congress Party.. So, having

and Prof,

once gone through ten years of wilderness, I would like to suggest
that we may have to have a few years of the wilderness now. Lucki Ly,
there are lots of us now, But I do not think there is an easy escape.
If we try shock tactics, I think the shock will boomerang against us.
Anything we do which is drastic will not cut much ice today, This is

the time for the patient to recuperate,

Take, for instance, lir, Dandeker's proposal for a revamping of the
Central and Stzte leaderships.. L am all for it. I£-it is feasible, let's
do “it. I thought that my regignation as President last year in this
very hall was exactly, if you read my speech then, for that purpose.

I said that I felt that I should step aside, that younger and more
dynamlc ‘people must take over and that was the slogan on which I.

invited you to elect new office bearers and a new execubive, But the

General Council in its wisdom electéd you and your colleagues on the present

National Executive, 1 we fecl that we made a misbsake and that there
are better people available, then cexbtainly let us at the next meeting
and with proper notice and in accordance with the Constitution, let

us elect a new- President, a new General Secretary and new Office’ '

Bearers and members of the Executive,
Witk the necessary resignations of the Executive in our hends, if
we feel that there are betier people available, let us certainly.
make the changes. But let we say fhis. This will not solve the.
national problem. This is not going to makeé any differcnde of any
material nature exccpt in the distant future., So I teke this wvery
unhercoic attiiude that nothing you do today-or at the next. meetlnb

is going drastically and radically to change the position ~- that
this country has forfeited its democracy; it may have to undergo

some years of Giciatorship and that after that. baptism of fire we will
have to emerge, This has happened o other countries. Dr. Aﬁeneur,as
gomehody reminded us yesterday, was overthrowm as Mayor of Gologne by
Hitler, He sat throush toe War cultivating his gorden and he became
Chencellor of Germany whon Hitler was overthrown. These things which
cannot be cured overnight will have to be -endured, ; e

So what I feel is that today we want not so much politics or election-
but active civigenship, That is, voluntery activity, extra -
curricular activity, The Swatantrs Party is there. Let it stey inteacet,
et it grow. But round the OSwatantra Party let us build up demeocratic,
voluntary institutions which will bolster the party, give it a broader
Those whe don't want to become our members, let them be
worth while institutions. I give one example.

gering

foundation.
our colleagues in thesec

For the last four yeors,in’ my General Secretary's reports, I have been
Pleading that the organisation of the consumer is the specific task of
the Swatantra Party. As Piloo said this mopning, the consumer is our
commen man. But what have we done for him 7. Nothln In not one unit
or city of this counilry has asisgle o hmrox the Swatantra Party formed
a consumer society, Today, it is disgusting to see that Mpr, Chavan, the
biggest encmy of the Indian consumer,patronises conferencés wpich are
meant to protect the consumer ! From whom ? -~ from the shop~keecper
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and business men, not from Mr., Chavan. This is how we have allowed our
task to go.by default., Vhy don't we.do this ? It is nothing heroic to
form consumer associations throughout India, In other words, what we want to
keep alive is a pluralistic society where power does not concentrate in

the hands of = monolith and, even without fighting elections, even without
winning eleetions, there are ways of keeping that society going, I would

like to suggest therefore some rether unheroic specific measures for

your consideration.

I was a socialist once, and I have also studied Merxism, The Marxists have
a very good way of dealing with on gdverse situation like this. A Marxist
Party, like the CP(M) just now, which finds itself with its back %o the
wall, starts by preparing and drafting a thesis, Get one or two people to
draft a thesis = a cool analysis of what has happened and what is to be
done, That is vhat we have been trying to do in our speeches today. I
can't conceive of anyono . more intelligent and acute. than our young friend
Raju to draft such a thesis, if he will kindly take on that assignment.
After a couple of months vhen he has drafted the thesis, let it be
circulated for privcte discussion among members of the General Council,
call g study-camp if you like which is also what Marxists do, .go to some
remote place, thirty or forty keen people amongst us and thrash out the
thesis, revise it and .then meke it a2 public document. Then call anothor
meeting of the General Council, discuss the thesis point by point and see
vwhat is the programme of action on which the Party agrees. And then ask the
Executive of the doy, the present one or its successors, to keep it out.

Publish more literaturc, The simple kind that we have been $o0ld we should
put out in simple languege. If on the issue of the AIR or other issues of
that kind, we can gather cnough support, let us have direct action -

~what is called in the Marxist jargon limited struggles on the specific

issues of the day."

Lin Yutang, the well-known Chinese philosopher, in his book The Importance
of Living which several of us must have read many yecrs ago, describes the
tvo Chinese principles of Yang and Ying. Yang is the mele principle,
Ying is the female principle, There are times when you attack end assault
a foprtress in a frontal way. But when the foirtress turns out to be o
stone wall, you stop . benging, your head against it in male fashion and
you toke up the ying principle not of giving in, not of surrendering

but of o certain nmeosure of flexibility and subtlety so that you outflank
and bypmoo the eneny. It means operating on a low key for the time
being. As Lenin used 4o say, "One step backword, two steps forward®.

Today is the time ‘to coaserve our forcesy 'hold our team together, educste
people, "educate ocur mostors’ bulld up support in the country and wait for
~ the time when the general disillusionment will come. I have no doubt
“rat all that this picture will change within five %o ten years. And when
the storm subsides and people realise vhat fools they have been madz of,

“-they vill turn to ws, . And at that time let us be heroic, let us be

 fonatical, and let us attack !

President's Remarks
Thank you Mr, Hasani for a very interesting and wisc speech. I was glad
that 2e at one stoge referred to himself as youny. He said it of coursec
with r¢ference to Rajoji. So I hope you appreciatc thot the term young
and old is relative, His was tho vise dictum-that whotever we do, let
us not go in for drematics, Let us go in for a line of action which
might be sound and though it may call for patience, it will also invelve
& lot of courage, -
..,. -37
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Mr. Devapathen (Temil Magu) : Why was the Party defeated ? INot because
“Of the leaders but because of the Grand Alliance. *When I, Masani was the
Party's President, he brought us into the Grand Alliance. Actually when
he walked out.of the meebing on January 3 many young men of the Party and
also. likeminded people in my state they m.lcomcd Igpe Masaniis ections But
when he came o the meeting of the General Council in Madras I do not lnow
how Mr. Masani agreed to Rojajits supgestion and brought us this big trouble
sodaye '

When Mr. Mesani suggested that the Grond Allisnce should be based on a
¢ ommon programme we agrecd. But there was no common programmes Whem ve vent
among the people they criticised the Swatantra Perty, Congress(0) and Jan
Sangh as having joined only to drive away lrs. Gandhi and nothing else.
In 1967 when we joined with the DMK our slogan was to drive out the Congroess.
When we joined in 1971 with the others our slogan was to drive away Indira.
But we never explained to the public the Sw.re.’can‘i;ra Party's pol:.cy. That
is the causc of our debacle.

The 21 principles of the Swatantra Party are very good. Thoe Party is here
to preach and do the right thing. Even if it means helping Mahara jas.
What is wrong if we help thom if they are being vietimised by the ruling
party. Today it is the lmharajas tomorrow it might be people liké me. I
. Subsecribe to my provident fund in the company where I am cuployed. The
Indira Govermment might decide to take-away oy provident fund. What will
"happen to me ¢ This Party alone can help all, poor and rich alie.

Please refer to an editorial in the Mail of February 18 which has been
tranglated and printed in Tamil by my collea ague Ir. Remabhadran. It
cxplains the Party's mission very well. It says ours is the only party
vhich will safeguard the interest of the nation,

Our candidates were not selected on the basis of their work for the Party.
They were glvcn IlOIﬂll’l&ulOIB on the basis of their capac:u:;,r to gpend, Vhen
they lose party workers arc blamed.

I'suggest that we decide not %o contest clections for the next five years.
Let's preach our principles among the public and mele it clear that we arc
not asking for thely votes. :

Tacugh we are .only 6 members in the Tam#lnad assembly, we are the only real
opposition and the DI tales only the Svatantra opposition serlously.

The Madras District Unit has adopted a system of prizes to be awerded for
the constitueney which enrols the maximum number of members and o the
worker who enyols the lergest number. e visit each house. In my aréa
we visited 382 houses, Only in 4 or 5 houses was our policy rejected. In
houses where there were govermment scrvants thoy -asked their wives o

- hecome members. Yith the result that my constituency has the highest
memberships . : s

Mr, Bapu Jogseph (Kerala) : After Dr. Gooper's specch I thought of

supporting him. Aftcer hearing I, Masoni I reversed my position and support
“his sobor vicws. o '

Ve the younger elements want radicel policies and programmes. I request
lir. Masani and cur other leaders to give some work for the younger clements
not necessarily in the name of the Svaltentra Party but in some oOther name
if necescary. We arc prog pored to dic éas martyrs for the cause of liberalism,
demoeracy and frcedom in this comtbry.

.....
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,  Qur president Mr. Patel siippo;cted the bill.
* the opposition and Mrs. Ganghi scored a victory in Parliament.

128

There lS total indiscipline in our party from top to bottom. The 24%h
and 25th Congtitution Amendwment Bills are against our fundamental rrined--
pless Vhen those amendmentis were introduced in Farllement, our former
President, Prof. Ranga issucd o statement asking our MPs end -MLAS fo .
suppoz't these eongiitution wendment bille, ‘

Mrs. Gondhi,iniroduced a bill o 1ift cmergency except in border arcas.
After 24 hours we supported

Iwring the last meeting of the General Council we unanimously rasscd a
resolution condemning the Indo-Soviet Trcaty. Our Founder issucd dntcments
supporting the treaty. I am not aslting for disciplinary action cithor
against Prof. Remge or Rejaji.  But this housce should cxpress its dis-
pleasurc at such acts by our leadirs, as we did in the casc of late

Dr. Munshi. B ' -

I want a clarification from the Chairman whother these mattors come under

the 21st principle ?

I would like to draw tho attontion of the Council to the pocullar
clrcumstances in Kerala, \m&ﬂ‘cﬁUnl‘bod Front Govermment hcaded by the Indira
Congress is ruling. After hor party's swoeping vietory therc is covery
chance that Mrs. Indira Gandhi may ordor a mid~torm clcction in Kerala
also. There iz a move 0 oust the Muglim League which is' presehtly a
partner in the ruling United Front IMEnistry from tho coalition, Feturally
the HMuslim League will, in two or three months, move %o +the onposition

led by the Marxist Commmists, Korals Congréss, Congress (0) and Jan Sangh
nay algo join them, There is going to be a clear—cub polarisation in Herala
as above. VWhat shonld be our stand 7 E,ML.S. Mamboodaripad within and
outside the Assemblylne ammounged that they are )repared to ally with the
Swatanitra Party on speeifie issucs.

‘Take Dry Cooper's seven~point programme. Supposing larxist Commumists
agitate for reducing Ministers' cmdluments what should bé our attitudce.

Do we refuse to join them ? If we fail to join the Ieft Opposition on
specific issues we will locoucour -chanes 10 bueeme an effective opposition
Party.  Therofore can we ccae to an undersionding on specific issucs wiih
the Maryist Comunists.

We the younger olements do not veni to toke the loodorship from you becouse

" we want to learn so mony things from you. Aftor sometime when we gotb

sufficicnt funds and othor resources we will toke orw,r._ For the time boeinz

you may contimic in your position.

Prosidomt's Romarks: I must confoss that such misgivings as I might have

ma“":.ﬁ“%‘ﬂa”i'éaa“&;ﬁlp of_the young have been removed. ~ The maturity he
showed when he said'l am nof prepared to take over until there arc ado-

quate fundsbk vexy sound sonidnonts.

Angd =0 far as the other porus are concernied our dlI‘GC‘?.Tl‘VL almys is to
take the right l:mo in yhotever you dd.

The question of indiscipline will only arise whon aftcr hiving talon 4

dceision on what the right line ie, somcbody takes a diffcrent coursce.
Then it becomes a casce of indiscipline., 8o for as Rejaji is concerned
I think he is absolved under our 21st brinciple. His Indo-Sovict Trooty
11111 rrobably come undor the mischict of the 21st zxclnc:ln!e.

Hr. Do Eandcl«.er i The particular pola.tlcal situation ao,scrlbod by lMr. Babu
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“carxy on the satyagroha For 50 days on behalf of the Uttar
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Joscth where there may be a mid~term clection in Kerala and wherc you

a very difficult position as a small party

and you ask what should be done ? This vas exnctly the same position
in Pihor after the 1969 clections. My advice te the Bihar fricnds was
that they should take their positions on particular issues accordiug

to the merits a.nd Dr:mciples .of the Party.

Mr. Baldco Sn.ngh (Utt"r Prodosh) ¢ I was in tMe Congross from 1937 to
1942 and was jailed six jimes. I wos in the Dandi march. I have a
conercte suggestion to offer, Iot us not get into an argument abous the
validity or othervice of ceiling legislation. Opposition parties alwoys
try to be more radical than Ifrs., Gandhi's party and then call it social=~

ism. Ve cannot do so.

Lot us enulate the Dandi March. Ve should gherao lrs. Gandhi. Ve should

serve. notice on the Prime IHnistur thaet she should fulfil her promises
If she fails +to do so

to ramove poverty, wnanployment within 3 months.

then we will bogin a satyagrohe from 1st June., Batches of pardy workers

should participate in the pgherao. I offer to be in the first g’qci:'::. and
mdesm Unit.

People want 10 kmow vhalt we hawe done for thoi. Thoy point out that ind
Indixa Congress has pranised to remcve poverty, wemployment and social

S incqualitics. And vhat do we offer ? We promisc o give them fundamental
rights ? How is a poor man concerncd with fimdamnental rights ?

By struggles and satyagrohas alone can the Farty be build up. I you
thin® my idee is not Imiediately possible I ask your pozmsulon to gheroo

‘uhe Chicf IHnister of Ultor Pradeshe

Prcsidcn:b'f* Romarks: We oust give scrious thought to hils request for
permission to try this oud in Utbar Pradesh. -

Hrs G.Bs Suldicc (Bombay) : I am confused over this issue of the yourg
ond tho olds Therce should he. some definition. Young in terms of moturity
of idcas, the fire, zcol and canviction Yo fighty or in terms of age 9

Thig young versus old argument destroyed the Congress and it can well
degtroy the Svatontra Parbty. The roal issue is what do we do to revitalim

the party.

Ve shall have fto work at the ground level. Iet us go to the villages,
the street corncrs $o c¢ducate the people, enrol them in the party not
nerely to incrcase in mumbers but soldicrs who will fight with convicti on.
¥e have not been doing this.

The major mistake of the 3wotantra Party was to give money fram the Ton.
That is the causce for thoe mresont stote af the party. The flow of money
should rcally have been fram the botbom to the top, This is whot happens
in so=called rovolutionnry rorties. The national office bearers ave
Tlooded with rcucsts for funds %o open offices. If you have no moncy

v0 opchn an office den't open thot office because it will close the moucwt

MONCY SE0DPSe

e woere the strongegt ovposition porty in this couwntry. But Mrs. Gandi
played her eards wells It was she who destroyed the Comgress vhich had
bocamc very umpopular and not we, though we wamted to do so. She said
she had storbed a new perty with o new programme, a now outlook, o nov
philesophy and a now leader. She gaid that she and her marty mwovided
‘an altermative $o this comiry and not we who had boen folking about it
all along. Thus she confuscd the issucs.
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We ghall have to play our cards well 1f we arc t0 again smbch the
initiative from her. We should crecte a cadre vhich alone vdll brirg
success to the party. We nust come forward with a ncw programme conceclved
in revolutionary language. T

Those who wish t0 beconé menbers of primary committces must fake the

responsibility to collect at least Fa 5/- to Rs 10/~ cach t0 run the

primary unite Thosc on Gistrict commitices should bring moncy by

" collecting or by donating thomselves. I proposc that every nember of

the Party should contribute 5% of his income or Bs 1000/= vhatevor is
lces to the funds of  the Swatentra Party. I was &t onc time member of
a terrorist party and I lmow how we uscd to nanage. I want to appeal
to all of you and suggest 0 the president to bring this type of reform.

Morc than the Swatentro Party by itsclf, it is the froats of the Parbty =

which can do much norc c.g. farmers! front, youth fromt,; cultural fronte

This is how the coizmumists operate. Bven if thelr Party is in the
doldruns, thelr fronts continue to be active.

Ur. Manubhal Amersey (Gujerat) : At the outset as the treasurer I would’
Tike to take the entirc blame for whatever happened in the last elections.
We completely lacked resources, The atmosphere this time was strangec.
Vhen our leaders in parlioment, deecided not to boycott the elections I
thought that this was a very strange decision, We had a resonable idea
of our resources and sanity almost dictated that in the short time that
wag glven to the oppogition we had reasonable grounds to say that we
would not contest the clections; coming as it did immediately after Bangln
Desh it wes unfair to the opposition. But here sgein it was the Jan
Sangh and Mr. Vajpayec who led ug. And we fought without amy resourcces,
without any manpower and. with hardly any time.

But owr failure docs not nean thot we give up ouwr fight. I hod a sense
of despair vhen I hecrd Mr. lasani. To go to sleep and think that in this
country the embers may still flicker and that the Swotantra Party will
still carry on is not my conception of doing things. I believe that in
this country coriain fundamental behaviour patterns have been cstablished
vize, that we want cleetions all the +ime; we revel in them; and we like
thei whether they are held fairly or not. In a five-year period we get
parlianentary clections, assenbly clections, panchayat elecctions,
municipal elections, seocicty clections and so on. People have boecaue
election minded and this has become a mrt of ocur demecracy. Iy be the
Congress under Mrs. Gandni's leadership has understood vhat clections

are and she Imows how $0 win thau.

In cerfain constibucneics we had the necessaxy resources, the workers
the presence of charisnetic lcaders and yet, cven in these constituenciles
we failed. There is cortainly more then the explanation that Mr. lasani
has given us. It may be rizht in Hungory, or RBussia or in the liberal
western democracics. But if my leader is going to ask me o sit on the
sidelines for the ncxt five yecars doing-same constructive work, the
necessary logical conclusion would be that let us not hdve an elective
systen so for as the Swatantra Poarty is concerned for.the next five years.
Iet us do only growmd level work.

Ours is a very peculiar situation where ground level activity is developed
through electilons amd clecbions arc won if we have growrd level activity,
Iy little experience tells me thot we must be in the ¢lection fray. The
Tzult of the party may Do that in-between elections we may not be doing
any work, This will have to be changed., I suprose it will change becowe
we.have been administered o shock in 1971 and a still greater shock in '
1572. At least in 1971, with the concept of the gromnd alliance our
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traditional supporters wore not against us. Bub after having scen the it

results of 1971, cven our supporters folled us.  Our methods of collection i
will changes DBut to be uole to accept an advice that we do not tale up

the challenge in this domocratic country, I don't think is the right \

 adviee. I would like %o participata in cach and ¢vexy c¢lection from the
~ground’ level xright {o the top vhencver they come - win or loge — bub

nccessarily with the idea that we not merely fight elections but try and
also do some otherwork,

Tmediately after looking at the election 'z*esul'ts, Rajaji came cut with
his suggestion for direcct action. Ve had eschewed direct action. Perhaps
the only advoeate of dircet action in our party and who built up whatever
little we have in Bambay is our youns Genocral Secretary Mr. Madhu Ichta.
There will be many occasions in the next few years when building on the
grievances of the people we can translate our 1deolocy and ldeas into
d:.rect action. : :

" Tn this particular election and in this particular crisis that we faced I

would like to thank the Orissa and Tamil Had wnits of ocur party whec scb
the principle of aid in roverse. We are grateful %o then for their noble
contribution and tinely aid. ' '

lr. Dandeker has laid dowm that at our next meeting fhe Natiomal Exceutiwve
should perhaps resign. I would rcquest the Chairmanyor the Viee Presideut
or the General Secrctory to give an idea to this Gouncil as 10 whon the

next meeting is to be held and where, so that members like me who accordag

to the desircs of this body desire to give their resignations could do so

in right tine (I believe there is a2 constitutional provisional thai o
nonth's notice has to be rlven) I therefore think that in fairness 4o all
it would be right to sot 2 deadline os o when our ncext neeting is Lo be
held so thot we con follow the guidelines as given by i, Dondokor,

Prcsident‘s RBewarks : Mr. lonu Anersey has I think saievhat misunderstood
. Hasani and somov dat nisunderstood one or two.other things. DBut I
won'*t go into that. He moy have done thot deliberately §

Mr, Budhi Pralkash (Himechal Pr"desh) . Twelve years agod vhen the
Swatantra Party was forzed it w@s o new party with new lezdcrs and ncw
policies. mlfortm ately these policies did not reach the people.

Hrs, Indira Gandhi understood gorrectly the demands of the poor people

and geve tha slogan of Goribi Hatao, The poor have responded o this
slogen, Lirs. Gandhi geve them hove which no other party could give all
these years. 4nd in o*fchango for her slogn the poor people gave her

full support 40 securc power.

The poor people are not worriced over furdomental rights. They don't bothar
with what you do or don't do in the legislatures, The poor drecmr of o
better 1ifo. Dur.ncasogé did not appeal o the stnbinents of thce poor.
Hrs. Gandhi's did. And pecople rely on her saying thot if she is not able
40 do nuch irmediately, she will somé dey Fulfil hem promises. The
policics of the Swatantra Porty are right. Bul who cab understand them 7
Therefore we too should coln o slogan that will be understood by the

"poverty-stricken pcoplc. -

I Thelped :Lndepu-ﬁdon-t candidates du:clng the clections. The voters after

'po.u‘rblzb' out to Mrs. Gondhi's achlevenents, osked me what progroivie ve

had for removing poverty. Till such fime as we are not a2ble to produce
a prograrmie which the poor wnderstend is for their benefit, we will never
zet their support.
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Regarding Mr, Dandeker's proposal, I an partially in agreement that we
should hove o dynamic leader, who can tour the couniry, esiablish contoet
with the people and infuse strength in the varty. But ot the same tine T
would lilee to sey that when on army fails, the captain is retired budb
the army is not dishanded. Ve talk of gemocracy within amd ouiside norlia-
ment. But does not IT. Dandeker's suggestion mean destroying democracy
within the Party ? VWhen you agk an elected naidonal executive which has
yet to complete its term of office $0 tender its reeignation, it is une-
denocratic. Electing a vresident and aslking hinm to chooge the cxecuvive
is like Mrs. Gendhi appointing Chief Ministers, the President of hor mrty
elcs, of her choice and if this is vhet we wish to do in our Party the
Vatiorel Bxecutive will be reduced to the status of a durbar of the
President. This is not good for the party's future. We are ereating a
precedent. I do not wish to cament whether Mr. Patel is responsible

or not for our defeat, But if such a precedent is cstablished, vonorrov,
-in a similar situation, we shall have to follew the precedent and replace
another elected exccutive. Vhile T agree with the arguneats put Zorverd
by Mr. Dandcker, I fcool that in the cwrrent situation despile whabever
changes we might, wish 10 male it will be very difficuls for 't.:te oprozition
_parties to becone strong. ,

Mrg. Gandhi being a clever person keeps on siying that if poverty is not
renaved there will be chaos in the country. fAnd she herself will crcate
the chaog I In 1975 just before the elections she will Suddenly docide
t0 produce theé: aton baab and croate a stir in the nation. . Inmediately
Iir. Vajpayce will proclain her as Goddess Durga or Bheveni. The Jan Saxngh
will then say thal they too wanted the atom bomb. Excuses will again be
provided ty the Congress vhich will say that India’s freedom wes in neril
because of the getiing together of China and the U.S.4. therefore India
had to prdduce the aton baab. Making an Atom Bomb costs a lot of money,
therefore Mrs. Gandhi could not- fulfil her promises. FElect her again and
give her ancther five years to solve the problem of poverty, will be the
argunent thet will then be advanced by the Congress.

Therefore we should Fashion our policy in such a marmer 2s-to be in a
position three or four years Lfrom now to challenge Mrs. anthi' policies
and expose her failure. t :

Mr, Ranjitsingh Ghorpade (Mysore) : I carc here quite angry. But after
having heard Mr. Dandeler, Mr. Masani, Mr. Piloo Mody, Dr. Coopcr and
Mr. Lobo Prabhu who made a vary good analysis of the situwation I have
cooled down and a prepared to accept thelir wise corwldcramons on certain

burning problams that arc focing our party.

I an of the firm opinion- that at all levels, the Party has failed o
organise itself into a politiecsl organisetion. . Possibly we have =zdded

to the work of the Formm of Free IDnterprisc. I an rroud of -being one

of the young turks of the Swatantra Terty, beoecause I have joined this party
out of comviection. If we cannot crganise cursclves as a political party
then we should go baelr and start growing roses or potatoes or vhatover we

As a political pariy e have to organise arnd have a leadership vhich can
deliver the goods., I have itwo wealmosses = one is. the Swatenira Party and
the other is for saue of the very eninent people in ouy party. Theréfore
vhen I talk dhout leadcrship I an not comnemting aboub their ability.
Tenacity and dedication to the Swatantra cause are the gqualitics in a
leadorship that can dcliver the gocds..
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I now fully agrcé (fhougi’l last time I did'nt) with . Mesan that we have
lost the war or yractically lost it. I am §till an encrgebic-young man -
and I anx still not willing to accept total defeats IE we start funetion-
ing again as a political pariy we will meke an dmpact,. Becausce theore is
no other alternative.

There 2o longer are any like-fiinded Parties. The last ¥time I was proud
of the Swatantra Party was when ho walked out of thet so celled allicnce.
It was nothing but a garbage alliance. I an glad none of us here erc
preparced to assceiatc with any of these parvies.

Jugt as it is shameful for the Congress after twenty five years of rule
to talk in terme of renoving poverty, it is shameful for the Swatantra
Yarty affer twelve yecars to tolk about organisation. ¥hat have we beon
doing a1l these years.

It is not any single person to be blamed but the entire organmisation. What
did the Gujerat Unit do ? Why did we losc the elections 7 ‘mong other
things it was the shaneful way our legislators conducted themeelves, If
the legislators of the Tarty in Rajasthan and Gujerat had conducted thel—
selves with gome anount of decorun and dignity and believing in <the
party's ideclozy stood by the party for the last four years we would have
forned govermenis in those States today.

I came across an intercsting paragraph in an article I read recently. It
said : The youth of this couwntry does not require any leadexship for they

ey -
{ R R

 will find their owny the youth of this couniry docs not require am

advice, becauge thoy have cnough and more; the youti of this comtry dods
not require any Ifricnds beecausc they Imow how to find their o frionisi
But what the youth of this country requires is cxanple. And 4iF an czauple
is bad for Ghorpade, it is bad for anyone in this party. How darc the
former president of this party stand as an indopendent I ecannot understaind.
Who gave hin peraission 9 ' :

I endorsc fully Ir. Dandeker's suggesticns regarding our organisation. I
have written many letters on crpenisaticn and I have bheen congratulofed
by eninent leaders like Mr. Ifasani for nmy views. I have the greatest
regard for the elders hor:. They sheil always be with us. And we sholl
alweys take their advice. But therc nugh be sozeone who rwet be able to
drive the cart. And with that object I strongly sugrest that we choose
a person who is able o nove, t6 go dowm to the diztrict level os the
Presigont of this porty. f&ad unk ss we  do that it is not posasible to
build up a political party. And I am going to put dowa here ( T do-
not know vhon the next recting will be, I do not suggest anything w-
constitutional) that saething must be gquickly Aemo with o %L o hound
rrogranme as to vhat and how we are going to organise and vho will
organise. And if this does not ake place within a nonth, I think I
would like teo go back and grow copfeec rather than vaste iy tine in |
politics, When Ifv. Masani said do nothing I'em sure he did'nt say go

P e

and sleep for five years. UThat he neant was that we do not do anythir:

dn haste, anything like children but take some tine, apply ourselvas,
gear up the orgomdisation and attack vhen i right tine coues., I an,
young and so are nanmy of us here. Ve are prepared to lay dovm cur lives
Tor the sake of denocray in our country. But w® are not prepared o
wagte our tinc. '

President’s Reparim: We want now in charge those who con really uove

about, young energbtic people and so0 che I think there is no doubt
on this subjcet. g : )
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K.H, Subramanian (Bombay) : Beforc thesc deliberations began yesterday,

- I had the fecling that may be we were
congregabing here to administor the extreme unction to the Swatantre
Party, Fortunately it proved to be a falsc alarm. The paticnt's
heart is ticking and vigorous, although the flesh is blecding. The
patient is in fact pleading that he be left alone so that he can come
inte his own on his steam. Down the ages, cvery big cause, at one
time oxr the othsr, rcachod a situation and looked as ncarly lost as
ours does todays But the votarics of that causc shownd imndomitable
courage and a faith that bordered on mysticism. It isabolt that kind
of- faith that Rajaji has been taliting over anf over agrin; and for
which he has been misunderstood as a religious wman. It is that kind
of faith that we need to sce us through. these duys.

I want to draw attcention to onc. or two things that were ssid here.

May be I am sounting unfashionable, but I certainly don't accept the
suggestion that the whole lot of clder lecaders herc have not cone

any good to this party. I don't accept the wholesale denigration of
the eldérce. I don't think that it is the prerogative of only the

young umen here, of.which I am ope, to do this or any other society

any goods We need the experience of the clders. It is not acceptatlc
to me that merely by a revamping at the top we arc going to achiewe

a great deal, beceuwse I lay as much stress on experience as on youth,
A Lot of criticism has been heard some unjust and some just as to how
tho. party has been conducted and how the principles have not permeated
down to the ground level. In my expericnce as an ordiaary worker of
the Swatantra Party at the unit level I have this to say about our
people that they have a certain contrarincesse. It is not the donc thing
to say about the pecople but it is true., I have close knowledge of

the campaign that Mr. Dandeker fought in the receat election. Bvery
specchl of his was o classroom affaire. Yet I accent thoat some of our
ideas were a little highflown. And many of our principles are of w urse
in a language not casily understood, But this I think iIs o problom
of communicoation. We have got to raisc the level of comprchension and
we have to go down a little in cur own langurge so that there can be a
rneeting point between the language of our ideal wnud tie uanuerstaonding
of the comuon pcoplo.

Finally I wish to say that a lot has been said quite unjustly about
indiscipline at the fop. I have not heard a single speaker give a
clear instonce oxcept whet my friend Babu Joseph said about Prof. Ranga
writing to the legislators regarding the Constitution ocmendments. Bub
by and large those who actively worked for the party in recent yecars
have not said anything contrary to the principles of the Party.

Although I do accept in all humility the suggestion made by Mr. Dandeker
that we should try and have a look at our organisational structure, lot
us not forget thet it is not only the youth of this country who arc
capable of doing good to this socicty.

Mrs. Louella Lobo Prabhu (Mysore) : When I listeacd to Mr. has
TEmTmTmmT T Em T mmm e shared his apprehension th
mkght be moving towards a communist or fascist society. I also
his hope that during its yecars ia the wilderness the Swatantra Party
will aurvive *as the only democratic alternative available to the pemle.
But if this opportunity is availed of then I believe that we as o @ riy
muet keep our democratic wrinciples and our democrotic funetioning
intact. That is why when I spoke in the Neotional Executive resterday

I was rather disturbed when = sonior and most respectied colloague
suggested that ve might take o leaf out of the Congress poos by doing
aviay with the prescnt leadership, nomiaating a new president with
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ewtrﬁordlnary powers and allowing him to functlon accordlnm to his
likess I am very happy that Mr. Dandeker has, had second thoughts
an¢ that he now hopes that such ch wnge as 1s to. be achieved will be
done in a constitutional manner. ' ' '

But let me say this o yous Even if we procecd Wlthln our counstitu~
tion to throw out the present leadership and get a ‘aew commitiee we
will still be going against the prlnclples of uenocragy, because not
8ix months ago this very validly constituted general body meeting in
Bangalore Vﬁlldly elected, and with good forethought, the natlonal
executive now sitting here. So if we feel that this leadershlp has
failed we are casting a slur not only on the loadersLlp but the
Judgement and the verdict of the General Councml.. Thls is a verdict
of no-confidence not only on those sitting here but’ ‘also on thosc o
elected uss Let us look into this problem a liitle further. Ue are

a small partye I do not think there is a queue. of people Waltlub o
join us. Can we at this stage afford to throw mway like an old tube
of toothpaste the few respected, eminent persons whose private status
and personality lends to this party whatever credibility and vhatever
respectability we have ? Let us look a little further into the
arguments advanced for getting rid of this leadership. One of the
reasons advanced is that they iust have a young person at the hels

of affairs, I think I am the youngest metiber of this Wational Exca:tive
and yet I wonder whether youth by itself is the r1n01pa1 qual;flcau_“x
for the presideatshiy of a national party Uﬂlch hus a great future I
think, in ten years time., First of all what is. tho definition of youth.

“Mrs Patcl had occasion to ask this quetion more than ongea. Someonc

like Dr, Cooper who g¢an aunwest direct action is not so Qld at 50 as

a youth of 20 who might havc made up his mind to give up. But suppos

we go into chronolOrlcal factor .of age then I believe that this

Hational Executilve has morec young people ih it theq thé nationsl oxeoubive
of any other pollt¢cml party in this country or ¢njunuxe else in the
worlde I believe we now have the ideal cowpluation in an experienccd
President and a young and an cnthusiastic General Secretaryy wiho

between them should provide the right balance of maturity and of youth.

‘The second point Mr. Dandeker made or the sccond gualification he

suggeasted one must have is the capaeity to do sorvice. Bub let me ask
gyou a single guestion but does onc have to hc the president of the party
to do service ? I see lr. Masani the foundiug father of the party
sitting oh the General Council and though I must not talk about ny
husband he too has been with the Party since its inception. He wvas
twice defcated for the office of the Vice Presidlent and still continucs
on the General Qouncil beeause I think he believes that someone who

-vignts to work for the party caa do so in any capacity and at any level, ;
S0 I belicve this youthiul amd future president of ours can start & ing

hie vork whercver he is and when if his work is so ounstanulng let it
mexit recognition, He too should get clected at proper time as the

¢ present President who was elected by a validly constituted General boly (

only six months agoe

Fox people pey to.he cant asile woulil leaveraetrail of bitterncss vhich

may not improve the party but which could do a gront €eal of hoeity 77
tais eountry hrs gone for. o thousand yuars of hf htolv I think thec | 7
progent leo dcrsalp could*be given the two yeors it hos to run cnw du 0143

“thot time tacsce young ¢ and dynomic peaple who Gt DQPBQSLL to r»ylh

us can show us what they can do. So that when we hand 'over to L.,
we hond over to people who have proved thicmselves as workers who have
somcthing morc to offer than the chronologicnal fact fo youth,

Therc is a 1lot to Mr. Masani's specch. He cnunciated Lin Tutang's
prineiples of Yang and Vinge I agree with Mr. Masani that the
prineiple of Yang in thc presont context mny not be o ncanlnmful ORnc.,

eeeolf F
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Yhen Ir. Cooper emmciated his time-bownd programme I vms the one whio agled

‘him $6 spell out vhat exactly the implications of his diréect action would
mean. And having listened to Dr. Cooper I think direct-action a% leact at .
“the presem; stage, vhen- there is no huted dietator to devose; may not be Tae

correct way of life for the Swatontra Par‘by We of the Swatantra Partv have

.__c..lmys talren our stend on the rule of law, £&nd I bélieve if we Tz e B0

talte direct action it should not be to breal the law but to fight for it.

“Th this I thinlk Tr. Cooper was one of our moot succeszful exponents., .17
“teck up thoiciwe uf bexk wnbion. 1o

4% wes due o him and the actim

which he' fough't in court that the™ Zupransd "Jur’s erunciated the vrinciple
of -n'oper’cy and conpensation whick are the fourdations for democratic volues

,and economic . progress. in this country if those who had ‘eyes would only see

ity So I'believe our work has to come not in fighting agalnst the law bub
in changihg the 1aw ina constrtutlonal WaYe ‘

 And for “ch:i.s I bol:.eve that there are three things-we can do because in e

ten years of wilderness that face uge The first thing we will have to look

after is to see that the Representation of the FPeople's Act does indeed
vhich
I believe could make a difference 0 our electioh prospects and waich we

must pressin every forum that we have. First, that the two elections are
no-t seporated because this involwves cxpenilture which only the ruling poardy

. can meet; second 'fhere should be no mixing of = 7OeH when they are to be
, 'enunbed beca.use, as our frend from Bihar pointed out, this does not leand o,
- secrecy of ballot but’ secrecy of manipulation; and the third point I do

FTanl,
we should talke up and press in every public forun ig that the use of tronspor.

o

is made a cognizable offence and that an;;rone spending for a candidate ig

Tl:n.able for +that e‘*:penﬁ:i. iure because the present law provides.for privity
" between 'the candidate and his ‘election agent and rivity as any lawyer can

tell you is almost impossible to provex in laws. There wwe two other ~specis
wihich I would lile %o toke up very briefly. Mr. Dendeker told me that in all

~ hie caleulations and they were vexy meticulous ones, the one factor thet he

left out was the women's vote. And this I think is something which <he
Swatantra Party would have 0 look afver very cqrcmly before the next
elections come round., This is something which Mrs. “ondhi Llooked offer very
¢aréfully when she put up sc mamy women cendidetes. I think we will have to
make a very careful local study of what women went in the area and then try
to press far their griewinces because I believe these 51% can be the decisive

erd e afilﬂ&ﬂi‘-&fac tor in our future celections, I will make this promise

that in the South Karara district where I live I shall *- ~%0 make a study
of vhat the womeén want and make the :f.‘:l.ndlnbs avallable to you for the next

' rreneral mea’slng.

The other aspect which Col., Pasricha very I'lf“h‘tlj strcssed was the minority

vote which we got in 1967, vhich we lost in 1971 and &id not recover in 1972.

In actual fact no party has stood for the minoritics more consistently thzm

~the Swatantra Party, at least in theory, because by standing for fundamente
_rights we also stond for the rizhts of minorities, But in actual fact I did

find that in the las+ rerliament there werecrzzihers of the party who were: boo
often, I think,with the Jan Sangh la what they hed to say chout $he ninor
ic¢ozond not csac.ntmlly tolerant witich is the spirit of the Swatentro Forty
viiieh has a highor r rroportion of rxnoritics on tho nmational oxceutive L:;m
any othcr natioml Party. So I beileve that if woe concentrate on wornnl o

on :inorities and ouwr Tew nenbers in Parlianent are coreful either To .l

up thedr couscs or to refrain fray giving et then we will be able to captum
two sections of the cléetorate vinfch can make up the narginal differcnce

in clections. In oloctlons as in 2conortics it is the theory of +the rwrgiml
1.1111'6 wh::.ch coum,s.
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Vr, M,R. Masani's Speech from the Chair to the General Gouncll in Bombay
on Saturday y STEh Sprads 1971
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Members of the Genersl Council,

There is no doubt that we meet &t a time when we heve come through a
orisis for the Party and, if I say that we have gone through a grievous
setback to our cause, I do not think I will be overstating the facts of

- the casss At a time like this we will have To muster certain qualities
which I believe we have. The first of these obviously is courage. Now,
~courage can be of two kinds and will be needed of both kinds. There will
- first be the need for courage to withstand the blow, to rededicate ourselves
to our principles and our fundamentals; and the second kind of courage,
which is egually important, is to face -the facts, not to behave like
ostriches who bury their head in the sand because they don't want to face
unpleasant reslities, but %o face the facts and draw the correct conw-
~clusions and learn the lessons, however bitter and unpalatable those
lessons may be.

Secondly, we shall need faith - faith particularly in the _people. which
sometimes we are apt to losa when people behave in a way that“we consider
unfair or unvwise.

And thirdly, I think we shall have to develep a capacity for innovation,
for flexibility, for adapbtability to changed conditions while adhering
to our fundamentals, I think if we are a Party which can -show these
gualities, whether it is our Party or some other Party, it will be able
to ride the storm and come out on top and a Party that cannot develop
these qualities will, I am afraid, fall by the waysids.

There have been some peculiar reactions to the results of the elections.
Oue of these takes the form of defoctions. That has happened in many
sorbies including, I am sorry'to say, some of our Assembly members in

uxjarat, in Mysore, may be elsewhere. They have defected and left the
Farty simply because we wers badly defeated. This I say:is peculiar because
i Bngland, for instance, the labour Party and the Conservative Party
alternately get defeabted just as badly as we have been defeated but nobody.
recipns and becomes a soeiazlist or a conservative because the majority had
voted for socialism or conservatism !, And Secondly, there has been the
peculiar reaction of the business community, not that they have ever
been very brave or very courageous but it.seems that, judging from the
procesdings of the Federation of Indian Chambers of Commerce and Industry,
. whatever fight they had in them has been knocked out of them end they have
promised to be good boys and stop criticising the government and try and
:see the beauties of whatever is happening.

Let us now. consider the nature of our set back. We put up only fifty nine
candidates for the parliamentary élections out of whom only eight got
olected whiie as many as eighteen, I am sorry to say, forfeited their
.security denosits. The percentape of votes polled by our.Party in 1567
was 8.68%. <This dropped this time, to 3.08% - less than half. Here I
muet say that this is due to the smaller number of candidates we put up
-partly because of our membership of the Front, partly for other reasons,
So the comparison is not altogether faire. Similarly, the number of seats
that we carried dropped from 44 in 1967 to 8 this time. This again is
not altogether fair because this comes of the British system of eolections
.which in India particularly disgtorts very badly the will of the electorate.
If there had been any system of Proportional Representztion we would have
got 14 seats instead of 8, but even then, you will agrse, to drop from
4% to 14 is no minor set back.

T have mentioned the distortion of the clectoral will. Lot me say one word
» by sy of consolation - that the victory of our opponents is not as sweeping

A



528

as is often.made outs I have explained that in newspaper articles and
speeches. The ruling Party only got 43% of, the votes polled, 'and the votes
polled wers only 54% of the elsctorate. . Therefore the ruling Pgrty only
got the support of 23,9% of ‘the electorate or, to put it very simply, one .
out of four Indian men and women voted for the ruling Party, one voted

fcr other parties and two did not vote at all. This is by no means the
sweeping victory that is sought to be mede out. Actually it is a rather
“voutine kind of performance. )

- What is more imﬁcrtant parhabsjis:the'réasbns‘br the causes of ‘our defeat

Hoie I would refer you to the Report T have submitted to you, ladies and
gentlemen, on the mendete you gave me in July last year in Madras. That
mandate was that, as Pregident; I was suthorised to try and bring into
exisbence a consolidation or union of nationalist and democratic forces

in the countrys That was the mandate that was given to me and Rajaji quite
rightly said that I would be judged by my success or failure in bringing
about the desired result, I want you to recall his words when he said :

YT shall judge Masani and commend or condemm him by whether or not he
succeeds in the %task we have allotted Yo him." In my report I have explained

~why I failed because, let us face 1%, we failed to carry out the task
.- that was entrusted to me. In that report I have explained to you how we

ftried %o carry it oub - not only I but my valued colleagues like Mr. Depdeker,
Br. Cooper and other office bearers who co-operated with me throughout in

trying to do what we dide, T have explained how for six months we were kept .
dangling by Mr, Wijalingappa and the Congress {(0}s This was due to the

fact that Dr. Ram Subhag Singh, particularly, obstructed the coming into
existence of a blec.. in Parliament and he was ably supported by the Ministers

of the Congress Party in Mysore and Gijarat. Between the three of them they
successfully managed to sabotage something that was very important, that is,

the initiative being taken by us to form an slbernstive to drive Mrs, @ ndhi

on the defensive and ultimately out of office.

Tle waited for six months quite patiently. You might perhaps say : why were you

-so patient? I think it is a legitimate question. Well, I wasn't very patientl

My correspondence with Rajaji, which was quite voluminous, will show this. He
constantly advised patience to me and Prof,. Ranga who was in Delhi with me
also advised me not to be so impatient. EBven so, by the end of November, my
patience had come to an end. I began to forsee what was coming and on the
2nd of December I wrote a letter to Mr. Nijalingapps which was in the nature
of en ultimatum. Ixsaid very clearly in the last paragraph that if by the
3lst of December you have not entered into an elliance with'us we shall break
off all relations with you, we shall take it that you are not serious and we
shall go our own way, This perhaps had some effect because after that there 0
was a little more progress and by the end of the month an agreement was
reached (in fact 15 days after my letter an agreement was reached) that, by
the end of the month or in the next few days wo would announce the formation
of a three party Electoral Front with a common programme based on the AICC
Resolution of June 28 and this draft announcement was actually prepared on

.fthe 20th of December. I remember I sent a copy of it to Rajaji (it_is in
- my files)‘saying :"Tharik God, at last we have agreed", and he congratulated

mes The guoetion was whether the next day or the day after or the day after
this an announcement. would be made by Mr. Nijalingappa, Mre. Vajpayee and
myselfs Again there was delays Evory day some reason was- found for postponing

“the announcements Ultimately, I sent a telegram from Bombay saying:"for God's

sake, arnouncc it .before Mrs. Gzndhi dissolves Parlisment and takes the

initiative finally from us and drives us againsti the wail,"™ Even this was not

done. Mrs. Gendhi announced the dissolution. Agdin we met and et last it was
decided that on the 3rd of January this step woéuld finally be taken.

Unfortunately, on the 3rd of January soms very amazing evants took place —- a
kind of goup d'e%at took place in Delhi by which the SSP captured Mr, Nija.
lingappa and Mr. Vajpayee, got us thrown out.of the Front, captured the Front
scrapped the programme and destroyed the work of six months. It was an '
amazing thing to watch happening from lunch time to dinner time but it happened
and as one of the Delhi newspapers put it : "In about four hours of work the

SSP‘leaﬁers worked like a demolition squad and the grand castle of the Grand
4lliance was in the dust",
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When I found that this was happening I sent £4r two senior colleagues

who happened to be ‘in Delhi that day - Ifr. Dahyabhai Patel, our Vice-

 President .emd Mr. H.P, Ngnda, our Treasurer, . This was about 5 or 6 O'clock
in the ovening and I told them that T was afraid sOme%hing horrible was

g01ng to happens These.people were going to back out, force us either
o sign an alliance without a programme or %o stay out. What should we
do? - We all three agreed that there can be no succumbing to this lind

of intimidation and we should refuse to join Mr, Nijalingappa in
surrendering like this. We should stay out, I should ask for time to
consult the National Executive of the Party and refuse to sign any such
statement without an agreement on programme, I mention:this to you because
the newspapers, who love to dramatize things, published the fact that

I walked out in a huff. There was no huff because my draft statement to
the press made about midnight had already been drafted with the help of
Mr. Nenda and Mr. Dahyabhai Patel at 5 or 6 O'clock that afternoon, Mine
was ‘a cold-kblooded decision of a political nature which I thought was in
the ‘interests of the country and the Party.

Well, you xnow what happened. The Presidents of the other two Pirties
agreed to the demands made by the SSP and Ram Subhag Singh, the Front was
scuttled and wWhat was perhaps even more sinistor than the taking away of
the programme was the removal of the word "“democratic". The SSP spokesman
said in their ¢yes the word "democratic® was as objectionable as the word
"ecomrunist". They wanted to be equi-distant from the two Fronts - the
Communist Fron% and the Democratic Fromt ! The word "democratic" should
be removed from the statement wherever it appeared three times. I am
sorry to say that even that was done by our partners in the Front. I
met the press that n1ght and I told them what had happenod that I hnd
asked for tire

Now,we were o have met in Madras in the middle of January but I felt that
we must meet cuickly because this was a now situation which called for the
wisdom of the Party to be mobiliseds So we called tho meeting on the 8th
of Japuary in Madras when members of the National Executive werc prosent.
Now,-at +that timo my fecling was that if we wont into this Front without
a programmé vpo would loso the elections - that in fact the elections had
been lost by the Front by their action on the 3rd of January. &t the same
time , it was very difficult to kcep out. altogether and to go it alone for
reasons that I shall discuss in a couple.of minutes. And so lir. Dandesker,
Dr, Cooper and I put our heads together and drafted a resolution for the
National Executive which did three things - first, it expresscd its deep
disappointment at what had happened in Delhi; secondly, it approved of

my action in not going aleng with it; and thirdly, it authorised me to
negotiate wi+h the Front for an adjustment cof constituencies - that meant
that we woul.d have negotiated for the Party with the Front of three Parties
as a whole without joining the Front, tried to get the best terms we could
and then either made a deal with thom or stayed out altogether and gone

it alone. Wo felt that this was the best middle path that we could follow
in the peculiar circumstances with which we were faced.

Unfortunatcly, that third proposal was not accepted. Prof. Ranga mowved

an amendment removing this formula saying "we hereby join the Front
unconditiormally® and although Mr, Dandeker made a very valiant speech,
which I remembéer, arguing against it, Rajaji and the big majority of the
Fational Exceutive decided, no doubt with the best of motives, that at
that particular stage thore was no alternative but %o go back to the Front
after making our protest. So we gave in and the resolution was amecnded

and it was publlshcd that we were JOlnlng the Front.

Faced with' Shis, I was called upon thher to join the Coordinating Committce
or %o got_s&heono to represent us and I requested lir. Dandeker, our Vice-
President, and Dr. Cooper to represent the Party at the moetings of the
Coordinating; Committee which were to start in Delhi om the 15th until all
constitucneies wors adjusted., I knew from my dealings with the other
gentlemsn Ghat the Ikind of hope that they had that in three or four davys

wuffr
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time, the whole thing would.be amicably settled and we would all go home
to fight the elections was not likely to materialise, that there would
be long drawn squalbles, constant arguments and delay and I felt that

I could not serve on it for three good reasons -. one, that I was a
candidate myself and would not be able to stay out; two, that it was
more important for me to stay out and collect some money for the Party
because at that time, on the 8th of January, we had practiocally nothing
to fight the elections with; and thirdly I had had enough dealings with
the leaders of the other two parties and had no stomach for any more.

. For these three reasons, I r:jussted our two senior colleagues to take

over and I would like o compliment “them.on the very fine job they did
in the highest spirit of patriotism end decency. I don't see any hawm

in saying that out of all the parties represented ours were the only
people who kept the interests of the country and the objectives in view,
subordinated the interests of our own party, made serious sacrifices for
the larger goods We can blame them for being too decent, I would not,
for our whole tradition has been to do what wesay and to say what we
mean and I am glad that we did the honourable thing -but the result of
course has been, and some people have criticised them in The National
Executive, that we should have got more seats. HMay be. Whether that
would have deone us any :good I don't lmowes We had other problems also

of finance and so on, but anyway they took their work seriously, they
teok their task seriously, they did their bit and I must tell you that
4he othsr psople we¥e full of compliments for Mr. Dandeker and Dr. Cooper

- for being so reasonable. It is a great pity that the others could not be

equally reasonabla ingtead of just show1ng their appreclatlon.

.qu what-happened durlng‘the~elactlons we also knows. The Front did not
function in all constituencies. In some constituenaies it did function.

1 think we owe the return of some of our eight members to loyal cooperation
by one or other partner of the Front. On the other hand, we owe the

defeat of many of our candidates also to the lack of loyalty and the
sabotage by mewbers of the Front. I am one of the victims, se I ought to
know ! We got the worst of both worlds. - We lost the Muslim vote but the
Jan Sangh scuttled us. We lost the protest vote against the Ahmedabad
Dstablishment, but the Congress scuttlod us. So we lost both ways. We
didn's- get anybhing in return for the sacrifices that we had to make., It
may be that we would have done better if we had not joined the Front but
this.is hind sight. It is very difficult to say now what would have
happeneds I see that Mr. Lobo Prabhu has told a similar story in his article
ulnInalght as to what- happened in his constltuency.

The important question arises - did we meke a mistake in joining the Front
on: the 8th of January end if so, why did we do it ? I think we did it out
of very good motives and reasons. We felt first of all that public opinion

~would blame us very strongly if, because¢ of this so-cplled theoretical

insistence on a programme, we had kept out of the Fromt, gone it alons.
Then we would have been blamed for the defeat that would have come on the
ground that if we had only joined the Front everything would have been

-beautiful., I think if we had not joined the Front and the same resuls

had happened, a lot of people would have blamed us for having let dowm
the Front and the country. They would have been wrong, but they would
have done it. We dld hot d981re to divide the opposition vote.,

But I think there was a much deeper reason also which we must be honest
enough to face. .We did not have the guts or the courage to go it alone.
We did not feel that we had the organisational strongth, the cadre of
workers, the good candidates and the money to be able to say : "all right,
we are on our own, we'll put up as many c¢andidates as we like. and we shall
fight vnder our own banner"., I think we must face it that we of the
National Executive did not feel collsctively that we copld go it alone and
so we bowed partly to what we thought would be pressure of public opinion
and partly to what we thought were the realities of the -case. It was too
late by then. We had been kept dangling for six months and by the time
we faced the realities it wms too late to collect the money, to put our
candidates in the ficld and to build up the organisatiqne. I think this
wag a very basic thing.

../"'
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It is very~1mportant o face this because’ “that brings us to our major
failure and that ig not that we JOlned the Front or we made mistakes in
strategy, but-that we were not prepared. This I think goes back four
years to 1967, but. in particular the responsmblllty falls on those of us

who were at the head of the Party in the twelve or fifteen nonths prio¥
T became President of the Party on the lst of January

to the electicns,

1970y T was elected in Madras on the last days of the previous year and
as it. happened in November 1969 you ladies and gentlemen of the General
Council® had passed an excellent document called the Mld—Term.Report. IE
ig very good. I also had a lLand in drafting it along with others. We
had analysed. there our weaknesses for the past two and half years and we

had laid down a concrefe programme of ackion to revive the Parby for the
I hope you read it before coming here bécause

next two and & half years.
it was sent to youe

Let me Just remind you that, after strlklng a balance sheet,
deficit, we laid down certain guidelines to build up units of the Party,
Above

to spread the Party's message, to train Party cadres, and so on.
all, we said that certein re-orienmtation of our work was required and we

would have to do certain things. These were llsted as follows t-

which was a

* the need for change, to educate the people that we were
not a Party of the status quo

* secondly, a concern for the,underprivileged,.the scheduled
cagstes, the scheduled tribes, the poorer sections of
society by actual concern in their mwoblems, and not by
Just saylng so; %o carry conviction to them.

* thirdly, to br;dge tho genaration gap by approachiﬁg youth
to come close to us and carry them with us, _

* fourthly, putfing agriculture first,

¥ fifthly, putting the consumer in the picture ~ the forgotten
factor as we called him,

* Iastly, to cul%lVaﬁe the Minorities,

Wow, I think you will agree that if this had been carried out, even 50%

of what we should have dome, we would not have been in the plight that we
were on the eve of the elections. We could have gone it alone, our whole
bargaining posture would have been one of strength and not one of weakuncss.
So the real failure of the Party leadership, at the top of which I find
myself, throughout the year 1970 was that we were not able to perform '
this task and for thaf the leadership and particularly the man at the: top

‘has to take full respon51b111ty

How what is fo be done? I think it is for ycu,Aladles and gentlemen, today
and tomorrow, now that the discussion is going ‘to be a free for all -
political and organisational - and I agree it is ‘very difficult %o divide
it into wabter-tight compartments, it is for you to give your leadership

a new diresction. This afternoon and the whole of tomorrow please tell the
National Exﬁcuﬁlve, the present one and the one that is to. follow, what

exactly you think should be done to put things right.

*I can only shars with yqu a few thoughts before I conclude. One thing is
that the leadership of all the old parties including ours, though we are
only eleven years old, have lost credibility. I do not'think the people
are going to accept the present leadership of the. old Congress, the Jana
Sangh, the Swatantra Party, the PSP and the SSP in any future election or
in any future trial of stremgbh. Let us put it this way. We have heen found
outs Maybe it is a fair or unfair verdict. We have been found to be

missing or lacking and I do not think that we should be at the top of a Party

which is trying %o regain lost grownd. We are, lct me put 1t like this, like

/-
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generals who have lost a war. Now my_mi}itany‘ﬁriend Col. Pasricha
yesterday in the National Executive (I kmow he. has great regard “for me
and "I appreciate the points he tried to make) made the point that we

. had riot lost a'war, we had only lost a battle and if a battle is lost
+ we--should all prepare for the next battle which will be round the commer.

1 fundementally disagree with this apalysis. I think we have lost the war.
That does not mean there will not be snother war after a. few years. There
is always another war which undoes the mischief of the last ware There was
not one Franco-German war, there were three, There has already been one
Indo-Pakistan war. Goodness knows how many there will be in the next fifty
years-and so on. I think the war has been lost. ¥We have come to a stage
‘where we are now in a post-war situation. There is nothing we can do

about it. .There is no battle to fight, as far as I can see, in the next
six months or year. VYes, skirmishes, guerilla warfare perhaps, but no
battles. We have lost the wer. We are a beaten party, a beaten Tront,

if you like and our opponents are going %o be on top -for several years to

.+ come, Lot us hope it will not be more_than five years.

This calls for a post-war attitude and posture and certainly when the war
is lost nobody asks the General et the head of the Army to prepare for the
next ware, He is gutomatically and immediately retired, however good a
‘General he might have been. Let me remind you what happened when we lost
the little war with Chind -in 1962: The day it finished General Haul was
removed from office, asked to put in his resignation and General Manekshaw
who had not been anywhere near the fighting line was put in charge in his
place -immediately. &4 correct thing to do because. morale and credibility
have to be revived and they can only be revived under a new symbol and a
new spokesman., It is only parties which are capable of this kind of thing
which will survive. ) &

Iet me also say there is nothing wrong with our principles, I am no% one

of those who wants to lower our flag. Rajaji has sent you a message,

where he deplores any idea of "me-too ism" which means that because Indira
Gandhi has won the elections, we should start apeing her policies, mouthing
her slogens, trying to compete with her as the Congress (0, tried to do

lagt year unsuccessfully.or tho SSP hag “t#icd to do &lso- instccdBAFuLTHI EP am
glad Rajaji -has gived~that warning; bscausévid &5 somctims£509#P4cult to rogleb
tiolower tho .flad And go a¥dhg an’ lick the boots of the winnor.

I do not think this is called for.at all. Our principles are 100 per cent
righte Everything we say has proved right and will prove righte. We have
only got to wait a little for the Pfacts to bs established. The wheels

of God grind slow but they grind exceedingly small, and those who are
talking tall today are going to be humbled in the dust.. It may take two
years or it may take ten yeoars, but it is going to happen. Therefore,
‘when I talk of a change of leadership, I am not talking of a change of
principies or of policies. It is our performance that has to be changed.
In other words the persomnel and the conduct have to change, not our

. principles. Oyr principles were good, but we were unworthy of our

prinhciples. We were lazy. We wore insincere. We wore lacking in serious-

:ness. We did not convince the poople that we wore dedicated to our
.principles as, let us say, the Communists are'dedicated to- theirs or the

RSS are dedicated %o theirs.

For all these reasons, after considerable heart-searching, I same to the
conclusion that the Party must have a new leadership and that the Ffirst thing
that has to -be donc to start that process and to symbolise it publicly is

. for me ‘to shep down From the Presidenbships. So I wrote to you to that

of foct and I am glad I did so because whatever 1little has happened since
then has. completely vindicated that step., .Naburally, I.have received a lot

-.0of correspondence from very valued. and esteemed colleagues. asking me %o

recongider, although I had roquested that this‘shculd not bo done. It is
only humana I appreciate the concern and the regard that you ladies and

. gentlemen have shown, ‘but each of the lefters quite clearly said that what

 Trwas doing was right but that I should not do it. Mr. Ganapaiah, for

e/~
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whom I have the highest regard ,said "it is & healthy gesture of yours which
is worthy of copying by other institutions and parteis.” Then he pgoes

on to say : "but you must stay." Now, you can't ask others to copy your
example and not do it yourself ! (Interruptions ~-- "till we find another"-.
MRM: "good, I am glad you said that) Rajaji also said : "Your letter to
the General Council members is guite right, but I have thought over and
over again as to who can take your place. I am not able to spot anyone,"
So please carry on.. Wow, with all respect to Rajaji and Ganapaiash, may

I say that This is not a good onough reason not to do the right thing, If
the thing I am doing is right, then you should not say that because you
cannot locate anyone just now to take my place, I should carry on, . undo

a good act for the sake of cc venlence. Lebt me tell you we may be badly
off, but we are not that.badly off. I don't think the Party is so bankrupt
that it can't replace a retiring President. We have got four or five very
good Vice-Presidents who can immediately step into the breach and we have
got younger people in the Party, a lot of them who are quite capable of
taking responsibility if they made up their minds to. I don't think they
will do any worse than we havee They might do a good deal better, so I
don't think the problem of replacement really arisese. e are in a post-war
period. Nothing very much is going %o happen in the next few months. Ve
have to recouperate, as a patient does after an illness, No early battles
are going to be fought by us, let us be quite clear. Thereforc I would say
that even those who have argued with me. havo really conceded the principle
and argued from a human -point of view because nobody likes a parting of
this kind,

On the other hand, look at the reaction outside, ' The Akali Dal of the

Pheruman group - he was our colleague-, Darshen Singh Peruman, a member
of our Party and he was the head of a group in the Akali Dal. They mot
the other day and called upon Sant Fateh Singh to follow my example and
put pressure on him by saying @ “why can't you do what Masani is doing?"

- The' Hindustan Times wrote an editorial in which it said : "In the highly

permissive and self-regarding milleu that India has witnessed in the recont
past, Mr, Masani's vicarious atonement for his Party's debncle will stnnd
out as an exemplary gesture." I nm eglad to see yesterday's Himmnt, which
came to me this morning,sn-edédowial which says Hhat : "Ab o time when
holding on to office has become a major preoccupnbtion with many, the

reasons behind the rosignation of Swabantra Prosident Masani are rofreshing.”

Now I think what I am doing is going to refound to the benefit of the Party
itself. Arfter all, whatever good or bad your spokesmen do affects the image
of the: Party alsoe I have an idea that, if you would kindly cooperate
tomorrow when this matter will come up before you concretely, you will really
be doing something for the benefit of the country and the Party, not only

by setting a good example but also by creanting conditions where our Party
will thrives. The National Executive discussed this matter ycsterday and

I am glad to tell you that, after some discussion, as Maharaja R.N. Singh

Deo put it, I amy not have convinced them intellcctually but they were

‘good enough to foel the strength of my conviction and to bow to it and

‘not to press me any further, for whiech I am very grateful to them, I

hope you, ladies and gentlemen, will be cqually cooperative Tomorrow.

Vo also disoussed what should be done and wo took some important decisions
and that was that we should advance the elections of our Party machinery

in order to bring a new Executive into oxistence earlier than would normally
have beon the case. Normally, we would hove brought our New President and
Executive into office on January 1, 1972, We have decided to cut this
period in half. You will see that we are trying at almost breakneck speed
to complete the formalitiés and processes of elections from the bottom to
the top by 18th Sepbtember, so that by then you will have a new President,
new office bearers and a ncw Executive altogethcr. Meanwhile the National
Executive has advised you ~ it is for you +to take the decisions - that one
of the Vice Presidents should officiate as Prosident from now till September
and I am glrd to tell you that, if that is your wish, Mr, Dandcker haes agrecd

il
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- problem of his time in -the following words:
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%o shoulder the burden strictly on the basis that he will be relieved in
Septeriber and rot one day laters That is for you to consider but I have
mentioned To you. the consensus that emerged -out of a discussion in the

National Executive yesterdays

Looklng forward two or three years, lot me say the realericis will come

two or three years from now; not two or three months from now, and that

is when the chickens come home Lo roost, when the promises made are not
fulfilled, as they cannot be fulfilled by anyonz, not even by us even if
we tried honestly so long.as we tried %o’ carry out Mry. Gandhi's programmes
If we carried out our owht pronge, we could fulfil the PI‘C‘mlSES she

has made. Bub since she will not accept our progremme and will carry on
with the gbalus quo of State Capitalist policics for another five years,

gs she and Lo father have carried on for twenty years, I think failure

is almost inevitable. Now, if that btakes place and thes chickens come home

o roost the real crisis will come at that time.

The_othsr day I met a gentleman in a plane who describcd to me the remarks

made by Confucious about a ruler of his time, I thougli I would take them

~dovm immediately, which I have done, because they seem Lo apply so approp-

riately to our own conditions today in India. Confucious described the:

X "A weak character coupled with
an honoured place, meagre knowledge with large plans, ard 11m1ted resources
with heavy rcsponsibilities will scldom escaps disaster"

I think that will overtake the Emperors or Bmpresses of our times in a fow
r depending on their. follies and our patience or The patience
of the Indian people. It is for that time that we will have to prepars
from now, You may say that is fine. As soon as people are disillusioned,
they will all come %o us and say : "Oh, how wiss you gﬁwtlemcn weres We
didn't listen %to. you, now we are going to vote for you o May I sound &
vord of warning? It is not at all proved that this is what the people

of India will do. The people of India may do something quite differomta
The people of India may tum against Mrs. Gandhi and turn to the Naxalites
and Mao Tse Tunmg.  This is equally possible. If we do not do our task,

years from n1ow

~ that is more likely then the other thing. we don't have To theorise about

T,

It has happencd, it has happened in very similar circumstances to another
woman Prime Minister next door %o us., I am talking about Ceylon. This is
exactly what kappened. Ouyr countérparts, the United Mational Party of
Dudley Senanayake and Jayawardane, who-are good friehd: of mine, who think
like us, lost. A little over a year passed. lirs, Jand:ranaike could not
carry. out her promlses and it would appear. thet Dudley t.nanyske and his
Pu-ty could not regain the lost grounds They were not abls %o gt the people
baui to the path of sanity and boing practicals, The rccult is that Che:s
Guovoam  is imported from Cuba and a Civil war where India and other counitrics
have to send pilots and *troops to help Mrs. Bandarenasike to survive. It
would not be eltogether fanciful to say “that similar econditions could
caglly arise in Indis within the next few years if, God help us, we have
failed in our task, we may have to watch a similar confrontation o that

which is tallng place in Ceylon, .

Thersfore, it appears %o me that we shall have to fights at many levels,

Wo have a Parliamentary Opposition and we wish Hr. Dahyﬂhhal Patel, Mr. P.K,
Deo, Lajmata, all success in their, efforts, more power Lo their elbows.

But' there has also got to be an extra-parllamﬁnfary opposition. Countries
whera parliamoqtary opposition weakens wvery much or fadcs out tumrn to exbra-
parliamentary cpposition. That takes many forms. It takes tho form of a
vigilent and a vocal press; it can take the form of agitation and street
Fighting. Now, we believe in democratic methods and ouir extra~constitutional
oppogition must be a process of educating the people. The British politician
who said: "Educate our "Wasters" iz the person we have %o remember todays.

Y
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e falled to educate our masters qnd they kicked us out.
This will require work at many levels =~ the party level, extra-party levels,
cducational levels and so on. I think the people expect three things
from us and other political parties :

1. A quick reappraisal, and

2e New tactics and strategy;-

3. A rededication to our objectives
I hope thet your deliberations today and tomorrow will lead us to perform

these threec tasks and to face the people of India with our heads held
high and our flag flying.
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SWATANTRA PARTY

CORBTITUTION

As amended on April 14, 1973, by the
Sixth National Convention in Rajajinagar, Madras



SWATANTRA PARTY
CONSTITUTION

1. NAME
The name of the Party shall be the Swatantra Party.

2. OBJECTIVE

The Objective of the Party shall be to further and
endeavour to put into effect the principles adopted
by the Party’s Preparatory Convention in Bombay on
August 1 and 2, 1959, and such policies and pro-
grammes as the Party may from time to time adopt
in furtherarnce of those principles.

3. HEADQUARTERS

The National Headquarters of the Party shall be
located at such place as may be decided by the
General Council. The Headquarters of the Party in
cach State or Region shall be located at such place
as may be decided by the State or Regional Council.

4. MEMBERSHIP

(a) Every person above the age of 18 who subscribes
in wriling to the principles of the Party, pays the
prescribed fee and expresses his readiness to
work for the Party will be eligible to be a Member
of the Party; provided that he/she is not a mem-
ber: of any other political party. If he/she is a
member of any other political party, he/she shall

resign his/her membership of that party and this
fact musl be declared in a manner prescribed by
the Payly.
(b) Work for the Party may be any of the following
activities:
(i) Enrolling new members;
(ii)” Campaigning for the Party;
(iii) Attending to public grievances on behalf
of the Party and securing their redress;

(iv)

Functioning, when called upon, as prospec-
tive candidate of the Party to an elective
public body;
(v) Collection of funds;
(vi) Acceptance of executive responsibililies in
the Party;
(vii) Preparation of literature;
(viii)
(ix)
(x) Helping to run Party Offices;
(xd)
(e¢) The State/Regional Executive Committee shall
be competent to frame rules in this behalf.

Distribution of literature;
Organisation of study circles and meetings;

Any ather approved activity.



between the various units in the following
manner:

Primary Unit , 40 7
District Unit 40 %
State/Regional Unit 10 %
National Headquarters 10 %

(e) Every Unit shall maintain appropriate accounts

of the receipts and expenditure which shall be

“available for audit.

| 6. PRIMARY UNIT

|

—
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(a) A Primary Unit of the Party shall be formed in

respect of every Legislative Assembly Consti-
tuency in the State or Region. Provided that the
Executive Committee of the State or Region may
for more effective and convenient organising of
the Party’s work, authorise the formation of a

Primary Unit for an area comprising more than

one Legislative Assembly Constituency or for an
area smaller than a Legislative Assembly Consti-
tuency.

Every such Primary Unit shall elect a Primary
Unit Committee provided there are not less than
50 members enrolled in that Primary Unit; and
provided that these 50 members are spread over
at least one-third of the number of polling stations
in the arca of the primary unit concerned.

Such of those members who represent the
Primary Unit on the District Committee but are
not members of the Primary Committee concerned

-

shall be invited to meetings of the Primary Com-
mittee. They shall have the right to participate
in discussions but not the right to vote.

7. DISTRICT COMMITTEE
(a) For every Revenue District of the State, there

shall be a District Committee constituted of such
number as may be prescribed by the Executive
Committee of the State or Region. Provided how-
ever that the Executive Committee of the State
or Region may, for more efficient and convenient
discharge of the Party’s work, designate a Lok
Sabha constituency as a “district” for this purpose;
and provided further that there are at least two
Primary Units in the District concerned.

(b) Such a District Committee shall be elected by

(e)

(d)

the elected members of the Primary Unit Com-
mittee of that District by proportional represen-
tation as set out in Appendix A annexed hereto.

Each District Committee shall elect a President,
one or more Vice-Presidents, a General Secretary,
one or more Joint Secretaries and one or more
Treasurers.

Presidents and Secretaries of Primary Units in
that district shall be ex-officic members of the
District Committee with the right to vote.

Such of those members who represent the District
Unit on the State/Regional Council but are not
members of the District Committee concerned
shall be invited to meetings of the District Com-

-
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by such a deeision shall have the right to

I ’ "uy .
| (d) Decisions in regard to the enrolment of members
appeal to the National Executive.

shall be taken by the District Unit. Where there

are no district units, decisions shall be taken by (iii) The National Executive may on the recom-
the State/Regional Executive or any other body mendation of the State/Regional Unit or on
designated by it for the purpose; provided that: its own initiative suspend or expel any

(i) a District Unit may suspend a member of the member of the Party whose continuance as
Party in the district concerned if in the view member is not considered to be in the inte-
of the District Unit, such a member’s con- rest of the Party.

tinuance in the Party is not considered to
~ be in the interests of the Party. The District 5. SUBSCRIPTION

Unit concerned shall then report the suspen- (a) Every member of the Party shall pay a subserip-

Sif n' t((I) the St%te/R.e gim:la ] ;01;]-[}]1{1&?‘3. Iji tion of Re. 1/- per year. A member can pay his/her
Etel ?Le cc()lns% .erzztlor{,ﬂ 1.e nz}c t]e:zona subscription for as many years as he/she desires.
B SR L SRS (- S Anyone who pays his/her subscription ‘at a time
pension or recommend his/her expulsion, it for a.period of twenty years or more shall be
shall make an appropriate recommendation deemed to be & member of {e Baty Fox B

to the National Executive.

A member aggrieved by such a decision of (b) A member of the Party will continue as such, as

the Thivie Ucr)}it may appeal to the State/ long as he/she pays his/her subscription. Each

Regional Unit and if aggrieved by the deci- member of the Party will be issued a Party Card

sion of the State/Regiaonal Unit, he/she shall (preferably in his/her regional language). The

have the right of appeal to the National Cards will be issued by the National Headquarters

Executive, of the Party. Renewal of membership shall be
(ii) Any State/Regional Committee may on its donfa in such manner as may be prescribed by the

own initiative, suspend or recommend to the National Executive.

National Executive the expulsion of any (¢) Oply members whose membership is current on

. B - A Cr
member Of. the Party in the State/Region the date of the election shall have the right to
concerned if, in the view of the State/Re- . ] ; )
; ;i ; vote in Party elections or to serve as Office Bearers
gional Committee such a members con- ) ’ o
or as members of elective committees.

tinuance in the Party is not considered to be

in the Party’s interest. A member aggrieved (d) The membership subscription shall be divided
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mittee. They shall have the right to paﬁipate in
the discussions but not the right to vote.

Where the strength of a District ‘Coffimittee

exceeds twenty-five it may elect a District Work-
ing Committee in such manner and constituted of
such number as the Executive Committee of the
State or Region may prescribe provided, however,
that there shall be at least one representative on
such Working Committee from each Primary Unit
in the District.

8. STATE OR REGIONAL GOUNCIL

(a)

(e)

For every State or any part thereof which may
be recognised by the General Council to be a
region for this purpose, there shall be a State
or Regional Council,

Every such State or Regional Council shall be
constituted of such number as may be prescribed
from lime to time by the National Executive.
Such a State or Regional Council shall be elected
by the elected members of all the District Com-
mittees in the State or Region by the method of
proportional representation as set out in Appendix
A annexed hereto.

Each State or Regional Council shall elect an
Executive Committee consisting of a President,
one or more Vice-Presidents, a General Secretary,
one or more Joint Secretaries, one or more
Treasurers, and not less than 10 and not more
than 20 other members.

(i) Swatantra Party MPs from the State and
Members of the State Legislative Assembly
and State Legislative Council and Presidents
of District Committees shall be invited to
meetings of the State or Regional Council,
if they are not already members thereof.
They shall have the right to participate in
the discussions of such meetings, but not to
vote,

(ii) Leaders, Deputy Leaders and Chief Whips
of the Party’s Groups in the State Legisla-
tures shall be invited to meetings of the
State/Regional Executive Committee con-
cerned, to participate in the discussions at
such meetings but not to vote.

(iii) Such of those members who represent the
State/Regional Unit on the General Council
but are not members of the State Regional
Council concerned, shall be invited to meet-
ings of the State/Regional Council. They
shall have the right to participate in the dis-
cussions but not the right to vote.

(iv) Past Presidents of State/Regional Units shall
be full members of the State/Regional
Council,

8. GENERAL COURNCIL
(a) There shall be a General Council of the Party

consisting of not more than 250 persons.
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(b) The General Council shall be constituted .of 1ot
less than 3 and not more than 20 from each State
or Region as the case may be.

The number allotted to each State or Regional
Unit between the minimum and the maximum
mentioned in sub-clause (b) shall be determined
in proportion to the number of members enrolled
" in the State or Region.

(c)

The members of the General Council allotted to
a State or Region shall be elected by the appro-
priate State or Regional Council by proportional

representation as set out in Appendix A annexed
hereto.

(e) (i) Swatantra Party Members of Parliament, the
Presidents and General Secretaries of State/
Regional Units and Leaders, Deputy Leaders
and Chief Whips of the Party’s Groups in
the various State Assemblies and Councils
shall be invited to meetings of the General
Council if they are not already members
thereof. They shall have the right to partici-
pate in the discussions at such meetings but
not to vote,

Past presidents of the Party shall be full
members of the General Council.

(i)

10. QUORUM

The Quorum at all meetings ofall eiective bodies
from the Primary Unit level upto the National level

ghall be’ﬁle sgventh of the total strength of that body,‘
or five, whichevér is higher.
.-—4‘!'-';‘

oL

""{1. ABSENCE FROM MEETINGS

Cflice Bearers and members of all clective bodies !
from the Primary level upto the National level who
absent themselves from three consecutive meetings of
their respective committees and councils without leave
of absence shall be deemed to have vacaied then seats
or offices.

12. NATIONAL EXECUTIVE

(2) The General Council shall elect the National
Exccutive of the Party.
(b)

The National Executive shall consist of a Presi-
dent, one or more Vice-Presidents, a General
Secretary, one or more Joint Secretaries, one or
more Treasurers and not less than 10 and not
more than 20 members.

(¢) The election of Office Bearers and members of the
National Executive shall take place at a meeting
of the General Council and, if possible, such
mecting may be held on the eve of the National

Convention.

(d) The National Executive shall be competent and
shall have the power:

(i) to take all such actions and decisions and
to do all such things and acts as it may con-
sidier necessary or desirable in furtherance
of the Party'’s objective; and
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borrow moneys for the putpoet

ELECTION TRIBUNALS ‘ i

(a) There shall be set up one or more Election

(b

~—

Tribunals for one or more States or Regions, con-
stituted"in such manner and composed of such
persons as the National Executive may direct after
consultations with the Executive Committees of
the States or the Regions concerned. All disputes
relating to all elections at the Primary or District
Unit level, or concerning elections "from the
District level to the State/Regional levels shall be
referred by the President of the State/Regional
Unit to the State Election Tribunal concerned for

“&a‘lﬂ( ) Notmthstandmg anything to the contrary con-

tained in sub-clauses (a) and (Db) above, the

General Secretary of the Party at the National .

Headquarters may, at any time after making such
inquiry as may be possible in the circumstances,
direct that pending the reference of an election
dispute to the State Election Tribunal or, as the
case may be, io the National Election Tribunal
the results of the disputed election shall not be
operative and shall have no effect until the deter-
mination of the dispute by the Election Tribunal.

(d) Members of the Party are prohibited from taking

decision. Appeals from the decisions of the State

Election Tribunals shall lie (within one month
from the date thereof) to the National Election
Tribunal whose decision shall be final.

There shall be set up a National Election Tribunal
constituted in such manner and composed of such
persons as the National Executive may direct. All
disputes relating to all elections at the National
level or concerning elections from the State or

_Regional level to the National level shall be

referred by the General Secretary of the Party
(at the National Headquarters) to the Natiopal
Election Tribunal for decision. Appeals from the
decisions of the National Election Tribunal shall

:lig (within one month from the date thereof) to

election disputes into Courts of Law and the
decision of the National Election Tribunal or, as
the case may be, of the National Executive shall
be final,

14. CO-OPTIONS
(a) The General Council shall be entitled to co-opt

(b) The President shall, for giving representation to

members who shall not be more than one-tenth
of the number of its elected members.

unrepresented States or Regions or for other
reasons, have the power to nominate not more‘
than 7 members to the General .Couneﬂ '_,

(¢) The State or Regional Ca;mmls sh%U be ‘entitled

7

to co-opt,a-Atumber of ‘members” not more than
one-tenth of the numbeyr of‘their elected members.

-

-
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to authorise a Dlstnct or Prlmar} ‘Unit Commiee

to co-opt members in number not more than orfe- —

tenth of the number of elected members of su
bodies.

PARTY ELECTIONS

The first elections to the Primary Unit Com-
mittees, District Committees, State or Regional
Councils and General Council shall be held be-
fore the end of 1964 and thereafter fresh elections
shall be held by the end of every alternate year.
Provided that elections shall not be postponed
for more than one year without the approval of
the General Couneil.

Workers and Life Workers duly enrolled by
July 81, 1964, and Life Members enrolléd on -or
before December 31, 1963, will be entitled to
vote in the first elections to the bodies referred
to in sub-clause (a).

(b)

(c) The elections tp the State and Regional Executive
Committees and the National Executive shall be
held as soon as practicable after the elections to
the Committees and Councils are held as pro-

vided in sub-clause (a).

- (d) The procedure for the conduct of Party elections
ne, AE shallbe such as may be prescribed by the National
Rk Efecutwe "ﬁ'@m time to time.

16. rilﬁinAu éouvm‘\noﬂ' .

(a) The Natldhfd Céonfvéntion of the Party- shall be
held at least once ‘every, two years. e,

R(Jou_ncﬂ shall have‘ the po_ i

e c H

(‘% ‘r-_{_ : "
: .'-' "5, )

i1 shall be constituted of delegates

k- basis of direct election by Mem-
‘f the Party in such manner as may be

prescribetk by the National Executive.

The appropriate strength of delegates from each
State shall be determined by the Natlonal

Executive.
17. STATE OR REGIONAL CONVENTION
(a) Every State or Region as the case may be shall

" hold a Convention of the Party at least once in
two years for making recommendations in regard
to the policy of the Party and for deciding policy
in respect of matters relating to the State or the
Fegion concerned.

(b) Delegates to such Convention shall be elected on
the basis of direct election by Members in the
State or Region in such manner as may be pre-
scribed by the Executive Commlttee of the State
or Region.

18. RULES

The General Council shall have the power to

prescribe by rules and directions such matters aS’-'

are herein provided to be so preseribed and such”
other matters which may be necessary for of:
incidental to carrying out the objects of the Party.

(b) Subject to the rule making powers- -of the Genelal
Council, the National Executlve shall ha,ve‘ the

LD
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(c)

. Dbewer to frame such rules and to issue such direc-
tions and instructions as may be necessary for or
incidental to carrying out the programme or
activities of the Party.

Subject to the provisions of sub-clauses (a) and
(b) of this Clause, every State or Regional
Council shall have the power to prescribe by rules
and directions, and subject thereto every State or
Regional Executive Committee shall have the
power to prescribe by rules, directions and imstruc-

_ tions such matters as are herein provided to be

so prescribed and such other matters as may be

duties in accordance with this Constitution.
, &
18. AMENDMENTS
Amendments to the Constitution may be made at
the National Convention of the Party:

(a) on the recommendation of the General Council
by a majority of delegates present and voting at
such Convention, or

(b) on a proposal by 200 Members of the Party by
a three-fourths majority of the delegates present
and voling, provided 30 days’ clear notice thereof
had been given to the National Executive.

\

Ll
\

found necessary to carry out its functions and |




APPENDIX — A

PROCEDURE FCGR VOTING AT PARTY ELECTIORS

. The voting procedure set out in-this Appendix
+ shall be applicable for election of Office Bearers

and Members .of Committees and Councils at all

levels, ie.

(i) Elections at the Primary Unit Level, and
from the Primary Unit Level to the District
Level; ‘

(ii) Elections at the District Unit Level and from
the District Unit Level to the State/Regional
Level;

(iii) Elections at the State/Regional Unit Level
and from the State/Regional Unit Level to the
National Level;

(iv) Elections at the National Level.

ELECTION OF OFFICE BEARERS

The procedure set out in sub-paras (1) to (4) of

this paragraph shall apply for election of Oflice

Bearers to the following (or similar) categories of

offices:

{2) One President or Chairman

(b) One or more Vice Presidents® or
Vice-Chairmen*

* If and where considered necessary

10

(¢) One Secretary or General Secretary@
(d) One Treasurer
(e) One or more Joint Secretaries®

(f) One or more Joint Treasurers®

(1) Two or more Scrutineers (who are not them-
selves candidates) shall be appointed before the com-
mencement of voting, which shall be by secret ballot.

(2) There shall be separate voting for elections to
each category of office.

(8)(a) Where only one Office-Bearer is to be elected
to any office (or only one vacancy to be filled
up in any category of office) the voting shall
be by casting a single vote, to be marked by
the voter on the ballot paper against the
candidate of his choice from among the con-
testing candidates shown on the ballot paper.

(b) If moré than one vote is marked against any
one candidate, such votes shall count as one
vote.

@ The description “General Secretary” would be appropriate
at the State/Regional and National levels; at the Primary Unit
and District Level the description “Secretary” would be more
appropriate.

i SOy oy,
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{¢) If votes are marked against more than one
candidate, such ballot paper shall be declar-
ed invalid; so, too, every ballot paper which
discloses in any manner the identity of the
voter shall be declared invalid.

(d) The scrutiny of ballot papers and the count-
ing of votes should be done by the scrutineers
as soon as possible after the voting is over.

(e) The candidates or their representatives (one
for each candidate) may be present during
the scrutiny of ballot papers and counting of
votes.

(f) The candidate securing the highest number
of valid votes shall be declared elected; and
in the event of equality of votes between
two or more candidates securing the largest
number of votes, the scrutineers shall ascer-
tain the result of the election by drawing lots
between each candidate.

(4) Where two or more Office Bearers are to be
elected to any category of office (or when there are
two or more vacancies in a category to be filled up)
" the voting shall be by the system of single non-trans-
ferable vote, where each voter shall cast as many votes
of equal preference as there are vacancies to be filled
from among the contesting candidates shown on the
ballot paper, as follows:— '

(i) For each category of Office Bearers clection,
each voter shall have (and may cast) as many
votes ‘as there are vacancies to he filled up;

11
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(e.g. for the election of two Vice-Presidents,
each voter shall have two votes).

(i) Such votes shall be marked by the voter on the
ballot paper against the candidates of his
choice from among the contesting candidates
shown on the ballot paper.

(iii) A voter may not cast more than one vote for
any one candidate; but if he did so, such votes
would count only as one vote.

(iv) The voter shall not cast votes in favour of more
candidates than the number of vacancies to be
filled up; any ballot paper not complying with
this condition shall he declared invalid. So,
too, every bhallot paper which discloses in any
manner the identity of the voter shall be
declared invalid *

(v) The scrutiny of ballot papers and the tabulat-
ing and counting of votes shall be done by the
serutineers as scon as possible after the voting
is over. :

(vi) The candidates or their representatives (one
for each candidate) may he present during the
scrutiny of ballot papers and the tabulating
and counting of votes. '

(vii) As many of those candidates who have secur-

A voter shall be at liberty to cast less votes than the number
of vacancies to be filled up, without rendering the ballot paper
invalid; e.e. if there are three vacancies to be filled in any
category of office but a voter chooses to cast votes only against
two candidates, he will be at liberty to do so,
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ed the largest number of valid votes as there
are vacancies to be filled shall be declared
elected; and in the event of equality of votes
between two or more candidates for the last
vacancy to be filled up the scrutineers shall
ascertain the result of the election for that
position by drawing lots between such
candidates.

ll. ELECTION TO EXECUTIVE COMMITTEES

(1) For every election to Primary Unit Committees
and to the Executive Committees at the State/
Regional and National levels, the voting shall be by
the system of single non-transferable vote, where each
voter shall have (and may cast) as many votes, of
equal preference, as there are vacancies to be filled
up from among the candidates shown on the bhallot
paper.

(2) Such votes shall be marked by the voter on the
ballot paper against the candidates of his choice from
among the contesting candidates shown on the ballot
paper.

{3) A voter may not cast more than one vote for
any one candidate; but if he did so, such votes would
count only as one vote.

(4) The voter shall not cast votes in favour of
more candidates than the number of vacancies to be
filled up: any ballot paper not complying with this
condition shall be declared invalid. So, too, every ballot
paper which discloses in any manner, the identity of
the voter shall be declared invalid.®

(5) The scrutiny of ballot papers and the tabul-
ating and counting of votes shall be done by the
scrutineers as soon as possible after the voting is over.

(6) The candidates or their representatives (one
for each candidate) may be present during the scrut-
iny of ballot papers and the tabulating and counting
of votes.

(7) As many of those candidates who have secured
the largest number of valid votes as there are vacan-
cies to be filled shall be declared elected; and in the
event of equality of votes between two or more
candidates for the last vacancy to be fi'led up, the
scrutineers shall ascertain the result of the election
for that position by drawing lots between such
candidates,

IV. ELECTION TO DISTRICT COMMITTEES, ,
STATE COUNCILS AND GENERAL COUNCIL
In every election to District Committees under
Article 7 of the Constitution, to State or Regional
Councils under Ariicle 8 of the Constitution and to
the General Council under Article 9 of the Consti-
tution, election shall be by proportional representa-
tion.

V. In the foregoing paragraphs, the word ‘voter’
with reference to any election shall mean the persons
entitled and eligible to vote at that election.

® A voter shall be at liberty to cast [ess votes than the number
of vacancies to be filled up, without rendering the ballot paper
invalid: e.g. if there are ten vacancies to be filled but a voter
chooses to cast votes only against eight candidates, he will be
at liberty to do so.

Published by S. V. Raju, Executive Secretary, Swatantra Parly, National Headquarters,
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