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21st July 1974

¥y Dear Shri Piloo lMody,

I am enclosing herein a copy of my letter
dated 4th inst. for your information, in which I had welcomed
the idea of a merger of 7 parties as a preferable alternative
under the presert circumstances.

> owever,-after the recent reports in the press
about the thre%® 1ed split in the B.K.D. as well as in the
Swatantra Pari@E -and postponement of a declsion of merger by
the B+s¥XDs, I feel ge may have to reconsider the proposal.
The hurried pronouncement by the S8S.85.P, leader Shri Raj
Narain that the mein task of the B.L.D. would be to oust lrs.
Gandhi and the Congress from vower. If this is the first and
foremost task bafore the new party, then, I am afraid people
will not support the new party, and the end would be as
disastrous as the INDIRA HATAO slogan a few years ago.

If tFe new party has to be a real v1able e’
altﬂrnatlve to the party in power, it must present a concrete
programne and meke ef{foris to atiract the people Lo it,not by
hatred btowards anyone but by a positive programme. I have gone
through the draft statement of policy of the new party, which
may be found gquite acceptable to all the constituent parties.

I have also gone through the -alternate provosal of Shri M.R.
Vasani, but acceptance of his proposal would also mean the

end of Swatantra as a political varty. It is a good suggestion
and can be adopted even without dissolving the Swatantra Party.

On second thought, I feel that the question of
merger may be postponed to a better .time, and in the meantime
try to build up cur own party. Yhatever may, be the decision
arrived at at the Wational Convention, we should avoid a split
in the party by everyone accepting the verdict of the majority,
and accordingly work unitedly in NATIOMWAL INTEREST.

Thanking you and with best wishes,

Yours Sincerely,

C e for information to !~ ,éj%}ﬁ%Qxﬁjﬁ'
\/s hri M.R.YUasani, Bombay T
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esldent,
antra Par_y'(Méharashtra)
BAY 1

Daar'Sir,

I am in due raceipt of the circular of the stae Councll
Meeting to be held on the 6th inst. at Bombay. I regret to inform
you that I am not dhle %o attend the meetin%gdua to my continued
1llness since January this yaar. I may pleam therefore ‘he gran'l:.ed
leave of absence. -

. It is a pity that within a short span of 15 years, the
party-is at cross roads and is faced with a dilemma of " To be or
not to be ", It is .a great regret that desplte the best principles
and ideology given to the party by no less a person than late Rajajl
and other eminent founders of the party, it could not make much
headway,and of late its fate has been on the decline. One of the
reasons iBlack of sincere and honeat ‘cadre of Workere.

The cholce befora the party is either to continue 1ts
separate existance or to wind up the affairs and merge with the
proposed new opposltion party. It hae: been observed that several

. members are opposed to the merger,and favour the separate existance.
However, looking to the political situation 4in the country and the
present state of affairs of the party, it may not last beyond the
next general elections,and is soon likely to meet its ende. The secon
alternatlve of merger therefore ie preferable, although the party is
bound “to lose its separate existance. Ahleast we shall have the
satlsfactlonof co—operating with other partles in the formatlion of a
strong opposition party, Which 18 tha greatest need of the day. !

+ .9 . How- far the new: parﬁy wlll Bucceed in i%s aims “and objectl
cannot :be visiualised at thisﬁjunctura. But i% is a wise move and if
other major parties like the Congress (0), Jansangh, and the Repuhl—
-ican party are induced to join, the country will have a real
alternative to the :ruling party.cIt is hoped that the State Gouncil
w1ll endorse and support the initiative and wise move taken by our (
President Shri Phloo Mody and his colleagues. Let us welcome an ‘
honourable end .of the Swatantra Party, and out of this sacrifice,
emergence of a new strong opposition: partys I wish the new party E
every success and a long ussful innings- ?

|

: Yours faithfully,
C «Ce for information Tois

1+ Shri Piloo lody, New Delhi W -L
L//‘z. Shri M.R.Masanl, Bombay. L — |



