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13th July 1974.
lir.Piloo Hody, d.P.,
President,
411 India Swatentra Party,
2,L0di Estate,
New Delhi.

DEE.I‘ Sir,

Kindly refer to my letters of the 25th zrd 27th June 1974 in

reply to your letter of the 22p6 dJune and circular lelter dated
16th June 1974. -

After considering in detail and as deeply as 1 can the con-
tents of your circulsr letter I wish to state plainly what I feel
about the whole matter. I would reguest you not to feel hurt if T
am not in g positlon %o agccept your advice and canvass for the dis-
solution of the Swatantra party as a condition precedent to our
joining the proposed new party,which you would 1like to call zs g
nagtiongl glternztive.

I have been an ordinary worker of the sarty since its incep-
tion and I have been fortunate to be near the place where our greab
leader ard elder statesman lived for such a long time. Though I am
not one of those who can c¢laim to have had his confidence I had met
him more often than most of the leaders and workers of the party
at least from 1963 to the end of 1972 when he breathed his last.

I was as much sttached to Rajsjl as I am ziitsched to the principles
of the Swatantra party even now. This background mgy help you to
understand my views better than anything else.

I was never intewested in any office in the party nor was 1
anxious to become a member of any legisleture. Hence there is no
question of my becoming a member of the new psrty for becoming an
office helder or elected representative of the people. As far as
I am cocerned if it is possible Ho indulge in some public service
or activity without losing either our self-respect or our good
name I may conbinue to do what I can. Otherwise I shall confire
myseﬁk”to my business and religious activities and say good bie vo
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polities,which has become reaslly very dirty in our countxy.

Coming to your circulsr letier dated 16th June proper you .
mist excuse me if the following few paragraphs csuse you any pain,
But I will not write anything intentionally to hurt your feelings,

In the first place I am afraid your letter is mainly bosed
on a large amount of wishiul thinking comvcunded with some smount
of confusion of thought. As far as your analysis of the present
political amd economic situation is concerned thnere will be no room
for much difference. But when it comes to the conclusiocn that you
have resched you will fipnd most or the workers of our party will not
agree with you; esp301ally the vast majority of workers in Tamilnedu
will have no other alternstive but to disa agree with your cenclusion
ani steps you propose to take to meet{ the situstion. .

In our country today both in the economic and politicel field
there are in reality only two groupings. Broadly speaking we can
call the first group as socialists of all sorts and the second group
as protoganists of citizéna' freedom ané initiztive or anti-sccia-
lists as far as metvhods and programme for achieving social justice
ie concerned. But it is not possihle in Fidian conditions to build
a two perty system purely on the basgis.of this broad division becaus
in tue soclglistic camp there are bound o be 3 or 4 groupings like
doscow communists,Peking communists, Indirs sccialists and ofher
soclalists. But es far as the opposite group is concerned it should
be possible with strenous effort amd suss alned action spresd- over
years to bring all those wedded to citizens'! liberties and initiz-
tive o come together under ope banmer. In this grouping the Swabst
tra party alopne provides the best and necessary leadership though
in the lomg runm this group should consist of the present Gongress(e)
ard Jan Sangh apart from other small groups scetiered here and there
who are likely to accept the Swatanira party's politicsl philosophy
ani prozZraiire .

As stated above the socislist camp will consist of mihigpum
of 4 parties and the anti-socialists camp now consists cf mlnlmum
BEXFRIEe e e XX ko X - keneR dum eyt S B K S e
of three nztional psrties like Swatantra,Jan Sangh and bonbress(ﬂ)
even though Congress (0) is also mouthing socialist slogans at
present ard is supposed to be wedded to democratic sociallsm.
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While in theory two party system is good ard atitractive, it
is immpossible of schievement in the near future. Hence to begin
with a pragmatic soproach, the Swatantra party and its leaders
should try to consclicate the forees opposed to the various socia-
list groups ard not lry to bring into existence a hoi-polch group~
ing consisting of socialists like SS8Y ami the pseudo-socliallsts,
industrialists and srzders like Mr.Bijou Fatnaik. The grouping
ghould be based on some principle anti not mere exgedieney hecmuse
past experience has clearly demonsitroted thot the combinstions
Vagsed on expediency not only did not last but csused vositive
Gamage to the country's interests ard political morality. Hence

I would ZWgwesk request you,in s mood of frustraiion not o rope
in =211 scrts of grougs with confliciing edeclogical orientation
but twy %o consolidate all those sections of the people whether
intellectuals,politicians or ordinary clitizens who firmly believe
that tne Stote is the servaut of the peorle acd that the secople
ere not mezpt to be expleoited by the siate and that real demo-
cracy is one wnere the individusl eltizen will be having cnough
freedom and initistive oznd egual oprortunity to develop himself
snd pake his just contribution to the welfare of the mociety
withcut exploiting his fellow-citizens. Ye sre for reul sceial
justice anti/Tor the soelelism which puls all sorts of fetters

on thke citizen and ncmpers his grosth. Any compromise with eny
socislistic group will mean only an encromchment on our besie
princigless

Hence I sugpest that the first step in the formatiocn of &
two porty system should be the consolidstion ol sll the forces
opnoged to the statism and the other socizlist dogmas. Ak the
szme time in the interests of parlismenisry system if it is
possible you may encourage the snci:list groups to joln sud
become a single party if they can: bub in my hasble opinion wnat
will not hsppen irn the foreseegble future. There sre dound, $0 be
minimum oi two or three socislislt parties of differect hues in
this country. ' '

If you amgree with my above sralysis and if you ace convipnced
that the consolidstion end jolning ftogetner of the consarvatives,
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liberals snl the anti-sccislists should be bhe Tiret step in the
attenpdy to bring down she number of parties and try to offer
clear-cut sivernatives to the electorstes than you should for the
time beipng ILorget hoonobbing with the SS8F aad WMr.Pziaaik at least.
Perhops Mr.Charan 3ingh's BKD, Brijilal Modbok and lir.Ram Suoash
Singh sre asarer o us than Mr.hagj ﬂarau§5582 or ir.latnaik. I
the above {aree gentlemen are yrepared e joln ue we can weleoms
them with open arms snd show them every considersiion they deserve.

Since Congressi0) and Jan Sangh are not regered Tor any
merger it will be necessary to accomnodate their views, il you
want o consolidation of the gnti=goc.glist forcesm and since the
Congress (0) nas alresdy indicgted its willlixness 6o congider a
feceral type of arrangement we should glso consider this suggese—
tion sywpethetically and persusde Jdan Sangh also o accept the
federal set up proposed by us and the Comgress (0). To attempt
for anything B»&ms will not be wise ard will noi succeed slso unuer
the present conditions. :

Your arguuent regarding difficuliies over the worzing of
federal set up are more valia in the case of the proposed merger.
The failure of the merger of the S8P Faetions with the now zimcst
extinet IHP is 2 warniug 10 us that we should avold hasty unprinci-~
pled mergers sdvceated by you and some friecds now. If avowed
socialists like PSP and the former SST led by stalwarts like ifr.Ram
Hanohay Lohig,lr.Pernandez and others founs it impossible to work
together how can you imagine that people 1like you,br.Raj Werain zid
kr.ratpgik could get on well in the new pariy es one howogenous teain?
The new party even if it is born will be seriously threatensd with
infant mortality. Already there are reportes in responsible news—
papers iize Hindustan Times, the Hindu znd the Indisa Express thatl
lr.Bijou Patnail ig sericusly attem:ting to get closer to irs.demdini
Satpathi gnd Indirg Gandhis. The Indian Ixpress hos alreedy editorially
commented on the behaviour of Mr.Bijou Patnaik. Nr.Patnaik is sure
to desert gou and your friecds if Indiras Congress offers hiw the
Chief Hinistership of Orissa. Whatever vou =y think, 1 have shso-
ivtely no confidence in tne man, his inlegrity or probity. His rest

stares you in your feoce armd you carnot zifford e wink at it.
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. It is possible that you have mors information about ceriain
individugls and situations than what we in Tamilnadu do not have
but I believe that Tamilnadu as a whole is endowed with more
comicr sense which usually lezds to a right decision.

Your theory now igthat polilical sarties should not hove
ay ldeology and since the yuling congress is a cozlition of all
sorts of peovle the alivriative olso phould counsist of s1l soris
of geople rvepresenting the enbire politicel s.ectium of India
i the opvosition is to be effective. Butl you furgéﬁ tne Dandge
wenial faet that the ruling congress iz held togetiiar because
of the unlimited pover at its disposal and its comrarnd of huge
fironnipl resources. ¥ithout common idegls znd motivaticns it

will n most impossible for a motley crowd of disgruntled
ant fr a"uratea elemente to function gs a united neticral sglter-
native. You yoursell hsve stated in the lust puregrech of
your circular dated 10tk June ocn pege 2 Me must fight To gain
predomincnce of our prisciples awd policiss. That is why, to
keep Swatanlra piilosophy alive grd enhancing its propoganda,
the Swatsutra mewbers should remain together and Je;n the new
Party en masse to flood it with our ideas™. The SSP azlgo is
openly proelaiming to do the sume. You would have deen in the
nesspavers the proceedings of the S5P gonvention held recently
in Ue¥ grd Bihor. So it is evidend thot gsome of the parties
will be joining the new party with mental reservations w.nd _atﬁu1~
mistrust and bickerings will conmesce with the birth of the e Tt
mew party. 1 am amazed to find an exuericunced politician like
vy adveeating working of perliamentzry democrecy by volitical
parties without any ideology but only based on progroarmes.rerhors
such g thing is possible in the United States where the dif-
fereace between the Democrats and Hepublicans ds zlmost nil
but jour sroposibion is out of bouads in UK and will not be
accested where the difference beitween the conssrvobtives ard
lnbour gre so fundsmenially besed on certzin politicsl philo-
sophies only. Cun you show e single counury where democtracy 18
furctioning on the basis of your novel suggestivos? [ am also
surprigsed thet of all people a gentlemon of your staming has
chosen $o0 advoeate not only "persuepicon and TO"“OniA?' bui also
threatening,cajoling and even bres~beating 10 schieve the
obz@ct yaa have in view. 1 do nct wani o make suy further
comment on this idea of yours but to oll of us who have been
brought up in Indign trsdition and culiure and especisily to
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to those of as who value ihe teaching of hMghatwe Gandhi and who~
have ia a QuﬂLbe limived manner gnd with all our feelings try
to follow Hajeji'e footsteps the very idea is extremely repughant.

T am awere tiot Iecizn polivies hes descoxded to even lowen
lovel but I buve every ressun to expect thal lesders of our u-rty
wili mol give up persuasion acd regsonisg and resort to threstenw
ing snd orow~beating Tor the sazke of gothering volivieal strongthe.

_ Lpst %VI fizily pelieve that honest,seif-less,dedicated service
to the sl country will produce zood resulis oot in the shert
run but in the long 1un only. Ve nsve {0 focget about politdezl
galns or nersopsl oggraraissment and av le st sowe ol the workez.
apo legfers should be prepured to sacrifice Sheir cowforis,business’
ard even family for tlie sake of building up the rarty szma sezviag
the country in traly pasristic weye I do not see any obizr short-cut
TO SUCCESS.

‘:

1 entirely agree vilth you that the ruling congress osrty should
be displeced from power as soon as possible bub uwafortunstely your
cpresent gbieapt will not succedd and is povnc o farl much gconcr
Shian any of your opponents can imsgine. The only olher =lierrative
ig mese won-viclient sction as is now hoipng tried dn Biher. 19 tlds
moverent succeeds in Biher perhacs ithe exit of Tudirs Congrees from
poner wily come aboul soconer Then what ve can hove for at present.

1 do not ggree with a1l that Hr.Jayaprakssh Navein says sboub
party=-lesg demcciaey i g Tew other thinpre for briwing shout g
chenge in $he nolitical field erd for sushing out Indire congress
from power but T do rot see anyother worthybilc alternative than

e

whgt fr.dayeoresash ie preaching and oractising =t present in Biha

I cnce agail request you to ponder over the whole thilne moTe
caluly and take a Tiual decisions Let e make 1T clesr wwet 1 will
oot be a psriy o the dissolution of e Swatentra party ard I will
1ot hecome a weober of the new uvavity contenmplelsd by you.

The resclution of the Tamilnedu Swatsutre .arty offers you a
resgonable aluernative hul this will toke ot lest = lew years
to succeed and bhecome g re:l clirrbetive o the Tuling copgress.

I geek your permission to send a copy ol tols letter to both
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I alao wish to inform
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Iew important mnembers of our

ﬂ’ﬁ;’-G'.i‘i-SLlnuaram El_f.]d l}r.M-SaﬂtOShElﬁl.
you that 1 .ropose gending out a circular letter to gll the
&

x
Genersl Council members and
serty on this burnine groblem.
Thanking you apd with my versonal regords,
Yours truky
\K‘E\ awa
.C)‘T/\M—”_\
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1 sm also in receipt of your letier cated 23th Jdune
1974 for which I think no separate reply 1s necessavy.

P.os

148,Mehatma Gandhi Rd.,Bombay.

c.c: NMr.M.R.Masani,



