‘_ﬁyrdear Pildo,

- Ay

I received your letter of June 12, To my surprise I also
reeeived a copy of your letter to me slong with the papers eirculated
by the Party Office after the meeting at Delhi. I must confess I was
tzken sback vhen on enqniry I was bold that you had cireculated it to
all members of the General Council. I had seat copies of my letter
%0 you to Delhi only for the benefit of those few who were attemding
“the meeting in order to faeilitate discusslon but I had not thought
of sending copies of my letter except to those few who were in Delhi.
-How that you have given your letter this extended measure of publicity,
I am forced to send copies of both my letters to those whom you have
addressed as they must have been mystified on getting your letter te . :

me withaut their knowing to wha# you were replying!

2, .. You atart by saying that you vead my letter with 'great &xamay'
I fail to understend thieg because there was nothing in my letter ;

which I had not teld you verbsllr in Bambay in the gresenee of Hadhu -
- Hehta aad Viren Shah. - : : N

Be.. -I an afraid your letter hes not provide& any reason whatsoever
for those wha feel like me to. recansiﬁer our pnsit*en.

Your basic fallsny is to be found whare in your letter you make
the statement that “a man who wishes to be in polities, must £
join the Congress or the Hational Alternative or reiire. There should .=
be no other parking place.” I find this obiter dictum positively
hilarious., If one muat belong %o a political party or retire from

_ public affairs, Hajsji (before the Swatentra Party was formed),
- Jayaprakash Narvayen, Acharya Kripalani and Nani Palkhivala, to mention
just a few; have RO 'parking place' and must stay at home! This is

‘where the root of the trouble with your present attempt lies and I

‘think it is therefore necessary to draw attention to it.

Another basic fallacy in yuur let%er is to equate the puny
. effort in which you are engaged with what you call ?The
‘Hational Alternative’, Are you seriously telling us that the BKD (a
‘Party confined to U.P.), the Utksl Congress (an Orisse State Party),

" the 33P (itself divided on this issue), the newly formed Loktantrik
Dal, Ram Subhag Singh's Khetibar Sangh (with whatever little influsnce
it has, confined to parts of Bihar) and the Haryana Sangharsh Samiti :
really constitute = National Alternative? Let me caution you that if -
and when this Perty is fcrme&, it will harﬁly make a riapla on the . ..

natinnal SCenes

6o I have gone thraugh the draft statement of policy you have 5
circulated, I am inclined to agree that there is nothing very =
mueh one can object to in it, but ia that enangh? A statement of . Tt

Oe
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' policy aa vagua and platonic as this 13 one to which most peopla .

.'_J.‘

" would find no difficulty in subscribing, but then their under- .

standing of ‘it will vary considerably! Thus, for instance, if.
"you will kindly. refer to the Statesman of June 19, 1974, you will .
‘see that the SSP feel happy that "between 60 and 7 0% of Your :

~‘economic policy® has been accepted™ and that "the new party is

egainst capitalism". ' I fear, therefore, | that the draft statement
of poliey doea not help very much.“ A e . : ¢ Yy

7a'ff' %hat ia mnre relevant is the. reeord qf those with whom you
.. propose to associate, Mr, Biju Patnaik was found guilty

of Amproprieties when in office by a quasi-jﬁdicial tribunal o

‘appointed by our own" Government in Orissa, Dr. Ram Snbhag Singh,s“'

-aa you know, was the main obstacle from June 1970 $ill' the end 3

that year to the formation of ‘a united bloe in Parliement which e
-would have provided an. alternative government to the country and . = =
perhap: changed the course of subsequant history. ¥r, Raj Narain
'was one of the "demolition squad" whe came to Delhi on January By or
1971, and turned Rajaji's dream of & grand alliance based on &
common programme into an 'Indira hatao! Hotchpotch: against which
our Party protasted., ‘As for Mr, Charan $ingh, I have always had .
great regard for him as a farmer 8 man and he 'and I have fought _'
_many a battle together in opposition to joint co-operative -}
-collective farming. Unfortunately, he has.: proved to be an

- -undependable ally, -We were badly.let down by him when we agreed

4o Join his SVD. Government in the H.P.r What was worse was that
during. the Prosidential Election of 1969 the BKD in U.P.-ro-operated
‘in; installing MY, Giri gs President, . But- for this support Mr, Giri .
‘would not have been elected President and for this Mr, Charan Singh .
bears & heavy respohsibility. . You might argue that peoplels past
sins should be overlooked. - I would agree if they had publiely
expressed regret for their behaviour ‘but not one of them has: done
this so far and one is" ﬁherefore entitled to judge them by our

exparience of them.

3 -‘jB{' “As & resuit of such a record, T fear the credibility and-the

Sy, = publiﬁ image of the proposed new. Party will be a very poor
one.. This is one'more reason why; qpite apart from its puny Bize, " -~

3 the new combination will not ha taken -eriously by the puhiic

"Eatlanal Alternative“

S Y Thase ave, among the reasons why your proposal that the 2
‘Swatentra. Party ‘should be dissolved for this particular purposa.j 25

is one ‘that many of wus cannot accept, . As I have already salé in my
earlier letter, if the purpose had been to fascilitate an effective

t‘“Hatianal Alternative” in which all non-eommunist opposition parties ?“3

Jjoined, I certainly would go'.along with it., Similarly, if the.

purpoae'was to. strengthen: the hands. of Jayaprakash in his efforts ol A P

e mobilise action on & non-party basis, I would cofopaqate. You will .
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