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Dear Sir, Y &1

Perhaps by this time you are aware of the
resolution adopted by the xamllnadu General Council
at 1te meeting held at Madras.

In this comnection, I wish to furnish you with
a clear and correct picture of the views of the workers

- of the Tamilnadu as demonstrated by the proceedings

and the discussions on the fcrmdtion of new party by
the merger of the 7 parties.

About 100 members including special invitees like
the Constituency Committees® Presidents and Secretaries
yere present, Since I did not see the register on

hich the signatures were taken, I am not in a position
o give the exact figure. About 39 members spoke

on the resolution ocut of which 34 opposed the merger
iof the Swatantra Party very strongly with any other
Party or parties. The other 5 wro- supported it with
the qualification that Swatantra Farty&s principles
ishould find a plsce in the set of principles of the

new party and that the programme of Swatantra Party
also should be incorporated in the new Party's
programme.,

It is my considered opinion that atleast 80% of
the Swatantra Party workers and Party Units oppose
the disolution of the Swatantra Party and its merger.
Of the remaining 20%, ten per cent will be undecided
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and the bslance of 10% may be szid to be in favour of
merger. Even these people are much attached the
Party's principles znd would 1like to incorporate
our Party's principles in the new party's principles.

For your ready reference, I enclose herewith
a copy of resolutiocn that had given notice of and
gist of the speech that I wanted to deliver at the
eneral Council meeting but could not do for want
of time, I have requested my friends at Madras
to meet you at New Delhi in the evening of the
8th instant,

Thanking you and with my highest regards,

Yours truly,
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| RESOLUTION 1

This méeting -of -the Tamilnadu General Council having discussed the exist-

| ‘ing political and economic’ situgtion in thls country feels strongly that

spe01flc
polarisation of political elements on the ba31s of/pr1n01ples and programmes

is an absolutevnECessity to clear the widesp;ead confu31on in the political
field and the chaotiec economic.conditions. This committee reiterates the
‘ well-known fact +that while most of the other political elemeats are wedded

to socizlism of one type or other, the Swatantra party alone has been propa--

gating =z set of principles and programme,which are totally opposed to state

capitalism, the so-called dictatorship of the proletariat and concentration

of all pélitical and economic power in the hands'bf a few by whatever name

the system may be called.

This meéting further affirms that it is absolutely necessary if real
democracy Wwith a parliamentary form of government based on equality of citi-
zens before law .and %ual-ppportunities for all with freedom to citizens to

develop themselves to the largest extent by their own efforts without being
hampered by all sorts of Exiximiﬁm réstrictions imposed by holders of mono-

poly of power, that one of thé national parties has to be formed on the

B E‘ H . -
basis of the Swatantra perty's principles and programve with a few modifi-

cations if necessary. In order to create a really wortiwhile and viable

| alternative to the ruling congress it wculd be necessary to make the Con~
! gress(0) and Jan Sangh join this grovping of. political ferces and since
‘these two parties have alresdy expressed their'opposition to dissolution

and total merger aﬂd 51nce trey may ggrez 1o a federal ty‘e of ornanlsatlon

the Tamilnadu General Council recoumends she formatlon of a federal type

*

| of opposition to the ruling Conéress on %16 basis of a cozvon programme and

| it Co-Ordinaﬁing commitiees at the national an& state lewels and with a
specific poderstanding that ths eiéctions will be fought ander a single

| . sywmbol and 301nt banner and thut tﬁe merers’ elected to the legislatures will

function as one party thOugn'hqa politizal units to which they belong will

'

function s SEFarate éntititien outside the 1egislétures.:'
contd..p.2.-




In the opinion of_jhis commi ttee -the.arrangement‘suggeéﬁed _above will . .
provideienaugh tiﬁe aniaoppbrtunitieé.fdr legqérs and'worheréqu tﬁe various
parties-fo understanﬁ-each other Bette; and to develop the séirit.ofAcoopera,
tion and cé@raderie by wcraigg fﬁgejﬁe? to achie;é:coﬁmon ob3ecté;'and this

may help tne ultimate object of merger of the.partieg concerned .. This will

also provide for a safety valve anu z door for reireat in coge the arrange-
ment Gid not work as expecsed.

It 15 the considered opinicn'of the GOmhittee that a purely two party

system of demoeracy could only be evolved gradually over a long period of fime

b

anu azny atteapt to creaﬁya.two party system now may not be praciicable.

- Resolution No.2:

This meeting. of the General Council of the Taﬁilﬁadd Swatantra party notes
with deep gnguish the actiyities of'Cgrtain self-styléd groups purpor%ing to
hsve been formed for bhe prosvection oflthé‘tamilians in Tamiloady itsslf and
the sysvemstic atteupt that are'being made 1o creafe-h;tred between different
linguistic. grougs liviﬁg in Tamdlnadu for centuries in peaie and good will and
crecting enmity betﬁeen'différent regions of-ouf gréat,couniry aﬁd the conse~
guent violenee this propagan&a has already coused. It,réqueats the gévernmEnt
of Tamilnzdu to takéférompt gction:to putrdown-ﬁith a firm hand functioning
of alluprivatg senas and organisations.indulging in such agtiV?ties and exteﬁd
fuil’ﬂrqtecfion tO'gvery citizapKiirespectéye of their'langugge ér region o
from wpich u@ey.have COome wiéhoﬁt card g, for”small politiéél gains. In the
69iﬂibn of‘thig_committee ifiﬂrOmpt oL SULes are.not‘taken tq‘reé?ore publi:
Coﬁf'idénce. aud 0 I‘e-g_s'cablis.-h 1-: f;?;;; 'ﬁar_ne of the Taﬁlia_m es a é:;smopolitnn

and generous psople and if theser self-styped protéctors af tamilians- are allowed
to carry on-the nefarious'aetiviﬁias-there,is every possibility of the vast num-—

.ber of tamiliaas living in othew parss of India suffering at the hands of pebple
. - . R p.a ‘3v‘
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L of ‘bhese states whcre they are living es a result of the mood of retaliation
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'in the state, they mey be willing %o absorb, other socialists if they are prepared
%o accept Congress's programme and leadership. The Jana Séngh is half socialist and

' iha]_‘f pragmatic but they have certain idiosyncracies. There sre few other groups based
' on commumity or caste. Our party is the only perty which has got a gdefinite set of
principles and programme that are diametricelly opposed to those of the comminists
or the Copngress(R). Congress (0) is also professing socialism though they are more
pragmatic than the Congress (R)... ggnditions being what they are all parties or

| groups believing in simiidway eskEr freedup amd true parliamentary democracy |

' apd if they are really opposed to commnism or state cepitalism or other radical
| brands.of socialism have to join only our party. s |

Thus there is bo@nd o be if at zll polarisation takes place a minimum of three
| or four national parties ia this country for many yesrs to come. The two party system
is impossible of achievement in the near future. Even Grezt Britain is now having

| three national parties. Hence achievement of a two party system in this country for
- which some of our leaders appear to-be trylng is a sheer impossibility. :

. _‘Regard;ﬁg the burning question about which everyone of us is 80 mich exercised

| viz., the mooted dissolution and merger of our party with the other six parties or

' reg;onal parties is concerned, wé have to consider calmly and deeply the advantages

- and disadvanteges of the proposed move and take a decision that will do the greatest
possible good to the country and its people.

The country is certainly more importznt than the party or eny leader. Thers is
no difference of opinion regarding the existing highly unsatisfactary state of affairs
in the political and economic field. The difference is only in respect of steps
required to meet the situation. How the political confusion can be clegred by dis-
solving the only sensible political group having a clear cut programue and principles
with a group of hotch-potch politicians? If. other people realising the validity
of our principles and progremme want to join us, of course we can take them and give
them every chance to prove themselves and their faith in our principles. But for the
sale of satisfying the ego of a few politicians of guestionable past ig it necessary
or desirable or will it be in the interest of the country to dissolve a naticnal
party founded by one of the greetest of intellectual giants and statesmen ever pro-

 duced by mankind and the soundness of whoss principles and programme have been
demonstrated negatively in our country . ané positively in W.Germany,Jdapan and so many
other smaller countries? - : :

hny ety deasion xc‘mergE-the party with small regiopal parties will be be
a grest national loss because it will be vary difficult to resurrect or xekikd
refound the party sgain in case the propossd merger did not work. Hence it is very
necessary to maintain our party orgenisation however weak it may be end the idenbity
and the reputation of the party in tact 5o that at least in future when the leaders
of the right type become available the perbty may become once again a great polapiesl
force to be reckoned with. : ' | '

The people who want a viable alternative may consider whether joining of the
small parties and the merger of the Swatantra party wiil meel ¢heir regyirement. My
answer is an emphatic 'No! becauge whe small parties which are willing Yo merge bave
xerg little influence and that too mostly in small packets c¢f ong or two states.

The proposed merger may sdd to the existinz Swatantra party's strenghh in U.F.,
Orissa and to a lesser extent in Bihar. The influence of the small parties in Punjab,
Hariyane or Delhi is definitely 1.cws -fhan in U.P. or Bihar. As far as the remaining
16 states =zre concerned the six perties w- th whom our party is expected to merge
have no orgenisation at 2ll Nor 4she proposed merger will have any psychological
effect on the messes or the imteldechudle of this country for this reason that the
lecdership of the parties wéth whom Swataitra is to merge ie’ suspect in the eyes of
the discerning people. Exqepping Mr.Balrsj Hothak afd to a lesser extent Dr .Rem
Subag Singh the othir lesterd like Mr. BLjou Petnaik, Ur.Chiyen Singh and Jir-Ha)
Bareln ere generally congsiGered #o be oportunists,self-seeters and politicians
without any firm attachments to principles or policies. By jolning with psople of
this nature and by scclpting them ae lesders of the party epd perhaps making i
the president or Sesrptary of . . 1?-;:&‘1‘:}[ will only help 1o lose what reputation
the leaders of thﬁ.SQ;atantra party heve f%r integrity and honesty. Tne opponents of
the aew party viz.g the Congress (R) a2nd ‘the commpists will be dble.to dispos§'9f
bhe new-Perty with, spe giroke of th: brush. Hence the Propcsed merger wifh political-
Ly feeble elementyg and with leaders of dgubtful reputation will demege the Swa‘f:anﬁra
berty's reputati,on op clear thinkirg, honest working and dedication to the princi-

ples in the in%erests of the country. It will be a seriows 1.oss n0% onl% o b
: X caPed e
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bsteemed colleague/Respected Biry . o
lly critical time in the history of

; The Tamilnadu Council is meeting at & ree!
our party- a party which certainly has a glorious past and which we a1l thought will

Have = more glorious future.

. The first item on the agenda for this meeting though couched differentlly,in
my opinion implies, a discussion on the all important subject of merger of certain
polltlcal parties end elements including the one to which we have the honour to
belong and on any other feasible alternative To the proposed merger.

f On this very important subject I crave your lndulgence to share a few of my
thouahts with you

| A1)l s2id and done the elections that took plece recently and which are likely

| to take place in the coming months have reglly msde some of the political parties .

| think ebout pclarisation of political elements. It is argued that there is no

| possibility of ousting the Ruling Congress if the opposition parties did not join

| together and prevent division of votes which reglly favours the rmling Congress

' party. It is stated that the Indhira Congress secured a2 majority in U.P. by polling
only 32 per cent of the votes cast. Though the opposition parties secured nearly
68% of the votes they were reduced to small minority groups since they faught the
election independently. The Congress party has never secured majority of votes cast

| in eny election all these 25 years excepting in one . or two states and only once

in Lok Sabha

f The Congress has been in power for the last 25 years on minority of votes.The
absence of an effective opposition party to act as a check on the excesses of the
ruling Congress and act as a threat to the monopoly of power made the Ruling Con~
gress indulge in reckless adventure in pursuit of .its half baked idealogy. _

The present unbearable—sufferings of the people are a direct result of the
wrong policies pursued by the Ruling Congress and if the people are to be saved
from the sufferings an zlternative psrty has to take over the government and

reverse the wrong pelicies.

With its huge majority in the Lok Sabhs the Ruling Congress has mutilated the
congtitution and mede it practically its hand-mgid. Corruption,nepotism and all
sarts of vices are flourishing under the protective wings of tho Congress party
and the people are frustrated and are in a hasty mood since they do not see any
relief from the misrule of Congress ? This atmosphere creates conditions for

g violent revoclution or estgblishment of a dictatorship which ghould be prevented
at all costs if democracy and the 1little frdedom that is still left are to be

) Saved.

- There may be other erguments also for suggesting the dissolution and merger
of the Swatantra party with others. I shall not exnaust them here but deal with

them -as and when they come .

I hope all of us are interested-in yPESGIV1ng the freedam of the individual,

freedom of the press, association amd in restoring the constiiution to its high

- pedestal. All of us ave also interested in preserving the democratic institutions
and the parlismentary.form of government ané fostering them i€ we can. All of us
are aware that there. are too many politigal parties in India and that we being
g hatlon of 1nd1v1auallsts are incliped to sct indeyendently and not cooperatively.
If real reedom and ‘true parlizmentary democracy is to flourish in this country I
am of the firm opinion thet the number of nationzl politiesl parties should be
drastically reduced. These nationsl parti€s have to be based ou clear cut mutaally
‘distinguishable principles and Programme and not based eithar on self-interest of
individuals or political expediency only. In our country excepting the Swatantra
all other parties egepting small groups here and there profess soeiglism of some
sort. The three or four communist fa sctions propageting their own brand of communism
will not dixbzmd&issolve themselves for forming a democratic opposition to the
ruling congress. At the most they may if their masters so duwire join together and
form a single monolithic communist perty. A& far as the ruli;ig Congress is concerned
wedded as they are to.state capitalism, sccizlism and concep tration of all power

ss Pelae
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